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ADVERT  IS  EM  E  NT 


OF  THE 


riginal  editor 


IF  in  the  multitude  of  publications,  with 
i  which  libraries  are  inceffantly  burdened 
from  the  prefs,  ^nd  which  fatigue  the  fatiated 
reader,  there  are  fome  that  deferve  favour, 
and  can  furnifh.  entertainment  ■■*-thefe  are 

■y  k  *  *  ♦ 

undoubtedly  books  of  hiffory,  becaufe  they  con¬ 
tinually  prefent  us  with  frefh  obje&s  of  curio- 
fity  and  inflru£tion.  This  is  alfo,  perhaps,  the 
only  branch  of  literature  in  which  mediocrity 
can  be  put  up  with,  by  reafon  of  its  utility  and 
neceflity.  Our  claim  to  this  indulgence  muff: 
increafe  in  proportion  the  fubjedt  is  more 
new  and  interefting.  The  work  now  offered 
to  the  public,  being  upon  a  fubjeft,  both  m 

A  j  itfelf 
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rtfeir  and  in  its  circunvltances,,,  mort  worthy  to 
engage  attention  at  this  time,  the  Editor  flat¬ 
ters  himfelf,  that  his  zeal  in  producing  it  will 
meet  with  approbation.  Befides,  this  is  a  new 
career  opened  by  the  Author ;  he  is  the  fir  ft 
who  has  removed  the  veil  caft  over  the  whole 
life  of  a  Prince,  whofe  charader,  though  dead, 
flattery  feemed  ffift  to  conceal. 

I  lie  plain  title  of  this  work  ■  contrary  to 
many  others  more  pompous,  which  promife 

more  than  they  perform—  . will  deceive  our 

readers  agreeably  in  this  refpeT,  for  they  may 
be  allured  that  it  performs  much  more  than  it 
promiles ;  they  will  imagine  that  they  fhall: 
find  nothing  in  it,  but  the  charafiter  of  Lewis 
XV.  confidered  in  a  philofophic  view,  which 
was  the  Author’s  firll  defign ;  and  they  will 
read  with  furprife  the  complete  hirtory  of  his 
reign .  there  does  not  leem  to  be  one  import¬ 
ant  fafit  omitted  ;  but  the  whole  is  brought  into 
a  narrow  compafs,  and  treated  with  proper  con- 
cifenefs.  The  work  is  moreover  written  by  a 
mafterty  hand,  and  with  a  manly  freedom;  it 
gives  a  natural  defcription,  not  only  of  the 
character  of  the  late  Monarch— of  that  of 

the  Princes  and  Princefles  of  his  houfe _ of  his 

feveral  miftrefles— his  Minifters— his  Gene¬ 
rals,  fee. ;  but  it  is  alfo  interlperfed  with 

very 


[  vii  ] 

very  curious  anecdotes,  net  to  be  found  elfe* 
where. 

This  Hiftory  having  become  more  exten- 
five  than  the  Writer  had  at  firfl:  imagined,  it 
was  his  defign,  after  having  collected  it,  to 
diflribute  it  into  feveral  difhn6t  parts,  plainly 
marked  out  even  in  the  developenient  ot  the 
fubjeft,  which  is  divided  into  four  principal 
periods  :  the  firft  is  the  Regency ;  the  fecond, 
the  adminiflration  of  Cardinal  Fleuri ;  the  third, 
extends  from  the  death  of  that  Minifter  to  that 
of  the  Marchionefs  of  Pompadour ;  and  the 
fourth,  from  the  death  of  the  Marchionefs  to 
that  of  Lewis  XV.  The  Editor  having  been 
obliged  to  print  the  work  as  it  was  written,  in 
order  to  fatisfy  the  impatience  of  his  brethren 
—this  circumflance  has  prevented  the  Author 
from  throwing  it  into  this  form,  more  agree¬ 
able,  and  more  convenient  for  fuperficial  rea¬ 
ders  ;  others  will  readily  fix  upon  the  divifions 
indicated. 


ADVER- 
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ADVERTISEMENT 


OF  THE 

TRANSLATOR, 

%.  — 


IT  is  neceffarv  to  inform  our  Englifh  Read¬ 
ers,  of  the  omiftions  that  have  been  made 
in  the  following  work.  They  are  very  few,  and 
fuch  only  as  it  was  imagined  would  make  it 
more  agreeable  to  them,  and  as  related  to  mat* 
ters  totally  unimportant.  The  -greateft  part  of 
them  are  in  the  Appendix  of  the  firft  volume. 
The  firft  is,  that  of  the  lift  of  the  perfons 
taxed,  with  the  fbms  they  were  taxed  in ; 
an  article,  with  which  the  Tranftator,  after 
he  had  inconfiderately  taken  much  pains  to 
finifh  it— and  had  reduced  all  the  livres  into 
Engliftf  money— was  fo  difgufted,  and  found 

it  fo  very  uninterefting  to  an  Englifh  reader, 

that 


[  X  ] 

tkt  he  refolved  to  omit  jf.  ,  Had  it  bee* 
printed,  it  would  have  filled  at  lead  three 
fteets  with  tedious  and  ufelefs  calculation. 

The  other  omiffion  is  that  of  the  Poetrv 
in  the  fcveraj  Appendixes.  This  is  alfo  chiefly 
in  the  Appendix  of  the  Brtt  volume.  In  the 
otliers,  there  are  not  more  than  three  or  four 
pages  left  out.  This  poetry  confifh,  for  the 
mofl  part,  of  burlefque  ballads,  which  would 
no  more  bear  tranflation  into  Englilh,  than 
any  of  our  moll  common  political  ballads  would 
into  French.  There  is  fomething  fo  nation- 
a  in  the  popular  allufions,  which  always  con- 
ffitute  the  merit  of  this  fort  of  produaions, 
that  they  will  not  endure  tranfplanting  into  a 
foreign  foil.  Neither,  indeed,  would  thefe 
have  been  worth  the  attempt.  Befide  thefe 
fugitive  pieces,  there  is  a  poem,  intitled  the 
Philippics ,  which  takes  up  about  two  fheets 
of  the  original,  and  is  likewife  omitted  in  the 
tranflation.  It  would  be  impoflible-  to  give  it 
in  our  language,  at  lead,  fo  as  to  make  it 
interefling  to  an  Englilh  reader;  for,  indepen¬ 
dent  of  its  being  a  fatire  upon  the  private  cha- 
raHer  of  the  Duke  of  Orleans  (in  many  rcfpecb 
contradiaory  to  what  is  advanced  in  this  hiftory). 
it  is  fo  extremely  full  of  allufions  to'obfcure 
per  Tons,  that  it  may  be  doubted,  whether  it 


can 
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tan  afford  much  amufement,  even  to  the 
French  thertifelves,  at  fuch  a  diftance  of  time 
from  its  firft  publication. 

It  is  the  more  requifite  to  acquaint  the 
Reader  with  thefe  omifftons,  becaufe,  as  they 
were  not  determined  upon  before  the  print¬ 
ing  was  far  advanced,  there  are  references 
found  to  thefe  pieces  in  the  body  of  the  work, 
though  there  be  nothing  to  anfwer  them.  The 
referring  numbers,  to  prevent  confufion,  have 
been  preferved  as  at  firft. 

But  though  the  Tranflator  has  left  cut  the 
Poetry  m  the  Appendixes,  the  Reader  will 
find,  that  he  has  attempted,  in  Englifh  verfe, 

all  the  little  Epigrams,  and  other  feraps  of 

% 

Foetry*  which  occurred  in  the  body  of  the 
work.  In  thefe  inftances,  the  original  is  al¬ 
ways  fubjoined,  to  gratify  the  curiofity  of  thole 
Readers  who  may  like  to  compare  them  ;  and, 
as  the  only  merit  pretended  to,  is  that  of 
having  endeavoured  to  give  the  fenfe  of  thefe 
paffages,  it  is  hoped  the  candour  of  the  Reader 
will  make  allowances  for  the  reft. 

The  only  thing  remaining  to  obferve  is,  that 
the  livres,  throughout  the  work,  are  all  re¬ 
duced  to  Englifh  money,  at  the  rate  of  tea 
pence  fterling  per  livre. 
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THERE  are  too  many  difficulties  attend-  iyig0 
ing  the  hiftory  o f  a  reign  juft  finifhed,  to 
admit  of  an  attempt  to  write  that  of  Lewis  XV.  Be~ 
Tides  the  neceftity  there  would  be  of  obtaining  an  in- 
fight  into  the  archives  of  the  Miniftry,  which  motives 
of  policy  would  forbid,  on  account  of  the  too  clofe  con¬ 
nection  between  prelent  and  preceding  events  ;  we 
iliould  ftand  in  need  of  the  fame  accefs  to  the  other  ca¬ 
binets  of  Europe  :  where  we  fhould  undoubtedly  meet 
with  ftill  more  infurmountable  obftacles.  Without 
this  affiftance,  not  hiving  a  complete  view  of  our  ob¬ 
jects,  we  fhould  run  the  rifque  of  compofing  an  imper¬ 
fect,  or  at  leaft  a  partial  work  ;  and  partiality  is  the 
greateft  fault  a  work  of  this  kind  can  have. 

It  Is  not  the  fame  with  the  private  life  of  a  Monarch  1 
if  it  be  too  dangerous  to  writ?  it  as  it  paftes,  and  under 
his  own  eye,  from  the  fear  of  incurring  his  refentment 
by  ofrendmg  his  vanity  ;  when  he  is  dead,  we  cannnot 
be  too  early  in  collecting  a  multitude  of  faCts  which, 
conftitute  the  interefting  part  of  it,  and  are  often  pre- 
feryed  only  by  oral  tradition,  the  fugitive  veftiges  of 
which  wear  out,  and  are  often  entirely  loft  with  their 
witnefies. 
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We  Ill  all  not  go  out  of  our  way  to  prove  the  utility  of 
private  memons  $  this  is  too  philosophic  an  age  to  call 
it  in  queftion,  and  the  multitude  of  Similar  publications 
that  have  been  favourably  received,  /hew  how  much 
they  are  now  preferred  to  large  hiftorical  collections. 
In  iaCI,  if  the  intereil  we  take  in  any  narrative  depends 
Upon,  and  is  proportioned  to,  the  lecret  application 
we  make  of  it  to  ourfelves  while  we  are  listening  to  it, 
what  Sentiment  can  be  excited  at  the  recital  of  the  dis¬ 
graces  and  fucce/Tes  of  a  Prince,  who  experiences  mis¬ 
fortunes  to  which  the  reader  can  never  be  fubjeCt,  or 
becomes  refplendent  with  glory  to  which  he  has  no 
right  to  afpire  ?  On  the  contrary,  when  we  Set  afide 
the  dignity  and  grandeur  of  the  Monarch,  and  Shew 
nothing  more  than  the  man  ;  every  order  of  citizens 
and  every  individual,  will  nece/Tarily  intered  them- 
felves  nearly  in  his  domeflic  happinefs  or  mifery,  veil! 
be  afflicted  by  the  one,  or  rejoice  at  the  other ;  Since 
thefe  will  in  Some  meafure  become  common  to  them- 
felves,  from  the  pofflbility  of  their  experiencing  the 
fame.  But  if  the  merit  of  thefe  collections  of  anec¬ 
dotes,  when  made  with  caution  and  difeernment,  can- 
rot  be  denied,  the  general  a/Teitionis  more  particularly 
and  judly  verified  with  regard  to  Lewis  XV.  It  is 
well  known  how  fond  this  Prince  was  of  a  private  life  ; 
it  is  remembered  that  he  always  quitted  it  with  regret, 
to  appear  in  his  public  character,  and  that  as  Soon  as 
the  bufv  Scene  was  over,  he  was  impatient  to  retire 
into  the  interior  part  of  his  palace.  Which  of  us  has 
not  heard  his  Servants,  his  favourites,  and  his  minifters 
fay,  “  Why  was  not  the  King  born  in  our  rank?  he 
“  would  have  been  the  mod  amiable  private  man,  the 
cc  beft  hufband,  the  bed  father,  and  the  moft  upright 
C£  man  in  his  kingdom.”  Thefe  exclamations,  which 
were  frequently  repeated,  cannot  but  infpire  us  with 
the  greateft  defire  of  feeing  Lewis  XV.  under  thefe  dif¬ 
ferent  points  of  view  ;  and  we  proceed  immediately  to 
Satisfy  the  impatience  of  our  readers. 

Lewis  XV.  who  afeended  the  throne  near- 
Sept.  r.  ly  at  the  fame  age  as  his  great  grandfather 
*715*  had  done,  prefented  a  dill  more  intereding 

fight 
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fight  to  the  kingdom,  and  to  all  Europe.  Being  the 
only  branch  remaining,  and  that  a  feeble  one,  of  his 
sugud  family  in  France,  his  death  could  not  have 
failed  to  excite  commotions,  and  perhaps  a  fatal  war, 
from  the  pretentions  of  the  King  of  Spain  to  recover 
the  rights  of  his  birth  :  fo  that  betides  the  natural  af¬ 
fection  of  the  nation  for  their  Sovereigns,  a  motive  of 
policy  engaged  them  to  watch  with  more  peculiar  care 
over  this  precious  child. 

Reports  which  prevailed,  and  were  believed,  con¬ 
cerning  the  fatal  caufe  of  the  death  of  fo  many  Princes, 
carried  off  in  fo  fhort  a  time,  could  not  but  increafe 
their  alarms  :  impreded  with  this  prejudice,  the  peo¬ 
ple  faw  their  young  Sovereign  intruded  to  the  hands 
of  the  aflaflln  of  his  ancedors ;  and  the  circumftance 
which  at  prefent  furniilies  the  drongeft  argument,  in 
refuting  the  calumniators  of  the  Regent,  was  at  that 
time  a  continual  fubjeCt  of  terror.  Undoubtedly,  had 
the  Regent  been  the  author  of  thefe  difaders  in  the 
Royal  Family,  of  the  death  of  three  Dauphins,  who 
expired  in  the  palace  of  Lewis  XIV.  who  were  dricken 
under  his  own  eye,  and  fnatched  as  it  were  from  his 
arms,  when  he  had  thus  got  the  power  into  his  hands, 
his  vad  defres  would  have  known  no  bounds  ;  but, 
proceeding  from  one  crime  to  another,  he  would  not 
have  fhudaered  at  the  murder  of  a  King,  without 
which  all  his  former  crimes  became  ufelefs ;  dnce  that 
was  the  only  one  which  could  adure  him  impunity, 
and  put  him  in  podelhon  of  that  fceptre,  which  legiti¬ 
mates  every  adt  of  violence  to  the  eyes  of  ambition. 

But  this  reafoning,  however  conclufive  to  us,  could 
not  be  fo  to  his  cotemporaries.  It  was  not  therefore 
without  the  greated  anxiety,  that  the  day 
after  the  death  of  Lewis  XIV.  they  faw  the  2  Sept . 
Parliament  annul  the  will  of  that  Monarch, 
declare  the  Duke  of  Orleans  foie  Regent  of  the  king¬ 
dom,  deprive  the  Duke  du  Maine  of  the  command  of 
the  King’s  houdiold  troops,  and  even  of  the  privilege 
of  guarding  his  facr_d  perfon,  and  acknowledge  that 
thefe  offices  belonged  folely  to  the  former. 

B  2  The 
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rne  flops  faken  by  this  Court,  however  extraordi¬ 
nary,  were  yet  authorized  by  an  initance  in  the  pre- 

M2"'  lAl  lli“Ldeath  °f  Lewis  XIH-  will 
that  Monarch  had  been  alfo  annulled,  without  pro¬ 
ducing  any  remonrtrance  from  the  people,  whofe  rights 
were  violated  by  this  aft.  ] f  this  great  event  was§not 
then  attended  with  any  confequences,  at  a  time  when 
tne  nation,  agitated  by  faflions  and  civil  wars  for  the 
-*pace  offourtcore  years,  ftiU  preferred  all  its  energy  ; 
when  the  general  affemblies  of  the  ftate,  holden  under 
tne  preceding  reign,  were  not  yet  aboliflied  ;  and 
when  a  requiiition  for  the  calling  of  fuel,  an  affembly 
jrom  the  different  orders  of  the  ftate  could  not  have 
been  deemed  an  encroachment  upon  authority  :  it  is 
not  to  be  wondered  at,  that  it  Ihould  have  paffed  with 
no  greater  oppofition,  at  a  time  when  all  was  bending 
under  the  yoke  of  defpotifm.  b 

One  circumftance,  which  undoubtedly  contributed 
to  make  the  Parliament  acquiefoe  in  the  Duke  of  Or¬ 
leans  s  demands,  was  an  artful  claufe  introduced  in  his 
ipeech,  m  which,  without  Teeming  to  make  any  terms 
with  the  Magiftrates,  he  granted  them  a  privilege 
which  in  Tome  fort  made  them  partakers  of  the  power 
with  which  they  were  going  to  invert  him. 

“  But  on  whatever  pretenfions/’  faid  he,  “  I  may 
“  found  mY  claim  ^  the  regency,  I  will  boldly  ven- 
“  ture  to  artura  you,  Gentlemen,  that  I  fhall  deferve 
it  by  my  zeal  for  the  fervice  of  the  King,  and  for 
“  the  public  good,  efpecially  as  I  mean  to  avail  myfclf 
of  your  counfels  and  your  ujife  r etnonjlr anc e s 
The  privilege  of  making  remonftrances,  which  this 
■inJTnuation  Teemed  to  convey -a  promife  of  reftoring  to 
them,  flattered  exceedingly  their  pride,  which  had 
been  hurt  for  fixty  years  part,  on  account  of  theh  hay¬ 
ing  been  deprived  of  it  by  Lewis  XIV*  This  allur¬ 
ing  bait  determined  them  on  this,  as  well  as  on  feveral 
actions  afterwards,  to  facriiice  the  interert  of  the  na¬ 
tion 

,  *  0r.That  is  flearly  the  fame  thing-,  Lewis  XIV.  only  flowed 
ihe  Piriiammt  t ,  make  remonftrances,  after  hfs  Utters,  edicts, 
or  declarations  were  fairly  and  plainly  regiftered. 
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tion  to  their  vanity  ;  fince  their  own  intereft,  if  well 
underftood,  ought  to  have  prompted  them  to  refume 
their  vigour  and  energy.  For  in  faft,  the  Regent,  by 
renewing  to  the  Magistrates  the  liberty  of  addreiTing 
•wife  remonjirances  to  the  throne,  made  them  implicit¬ 
ly  agree,  that  he  had  a  right  to  take  that  privilege' 
away  from  them,  whenever  he  thought  their  remon- 
ftranees  not  wife:  this  was  deflroying,  nay  abfolutehp 
aboliiliing  the  privileges  they  have  fo  loudly  claimed 
under  this  reign,  of  being  the  reprefentatwes  of  the  na¬ 
tion,  the  federal  fates  of  the  kingdom  contracted  to  u 
J mailer. fc  ale. 

Who  indeed  would  dare  to  conteft'  with  the  Magis¬ 
trates  their  right  of  complaining?  Who  would  venture 
to  aflert,  that  the  integral  parts  of  the  Social  contract, 
ihall  not  have  the  right,  when  aggrieved,  to  expofe 
their  injuries,  and  demand  the  redrels  of  them  ? 

The  precautions  taken  to  render  the  Duke  of  Or¬ 
leans’s  party  formidable,  did  not  a  little  contribute  to 
damp  the  courage  of  the  Parliament.  They  knew 
that  the  Court  was  furrounded  with  troops,  and  the 
great  chamber  filled  with  armed  men*.  It  is  true, 
that  many  of  them  were  on  the  fide  of  the  Duke  du 
Maine:  but  the  Duke  having,  by  a  fhameful  fdence, 
-acquiefced  in  every  thing  that  was  paffing  contrary  to 
the  will  of  the  late  King,  eveTy  man  abandoned  a 
Prince,  who  abandoned  himfelf.  And  indeed,  his 
Dutchefs,  tram ported  with  fury,  received  him,  at  his 
return  to  Sceaux,  with  marks  of  the  higheit  contempt  f . 
The  circumftanee  that  completed  his  meannefs,  and 
Teemed  to  make  him  worthy  of  the  treatment  he  re¬ 
ceived,  was,  that  after  having  afked  to  be  difmifled 
from  the  care  of  the  King’s  perfon,  He  £1111  kept  the 

B  3  fuper- 

*  This  fa£b,  which  is  attefled  by  federal  memoirs  of  the  times, 
as  well  as  by  oral  tradition,  is  very  probable,  notwithstanding; 
what  M.  de  Voltaire  may  fay  to  the  contrary.  Have  we  not  feen 
the  fame  thing  happen  on  a  lefs  important  oceafion,  in  Vjjjy 
when  M.  de  Mtupeou  came  to  the  Court,  on  the  2.4th  of  January, 
to  inflall  the  council  ? 

f  It  ts  faid,  tharfc  the  D&tchefs  du  Maine  gave  him  ft  flap  0# 
£he  faces 
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fupcrintendance  of  his  Majefty’s  education,  accepted 
ot  a  poft  in  the  Council  of  Regency,  and,  in  a  word, 
did  not  difdain  to  prefer  a  fubaltern  office  at  Court,  to 
an  ablolute  and  total  retirement. 

Lewis  XIV.  had  alio  appointed  by  his  will,  Mar- 
.'final  Villeroi  to  be  governor  to  the  young  King  ;  the 
Hutchefs  of  Ventadour  to  be  his  governefs ;  the  Bifhop 
of  Frejus  to  be  his  preceptor  ;  and  Father  le  Tellier 
his  confeffor.  The  expulfion  of  the  Jefuit  was  the  on¬ 
ly  change  made  in  thefe  appointments. 

Madame  de  Ventadour  was  the  only  perfon  who 
could  enter  immediately  on  the  duties  of  her  office. 
This  Princefs,  of  the  illuftrious  houfe  of  Rohan,  which 
has  fince  furnifhed  feveral  other  GovernefTes  to  the 
Royal  family  of  France,  was  qualified  in  the  highefl 
degree  for  the  truft  repofed  in  her.  She  had  a  great 
deal  of  foftnefs,  and  at  the  fame  time  much  dignity. 
She  was  paffionately  fond  of  her  Royal  pupil,  and  her 
care  was  rather  that  of  an  affectionate  mother,  than 
of  an  ambitious  ftranger.  All  the  tranfaCtions  that 
were  going  forward,  could  not  but  increafe  her  vigi¬ 
lance  :  for  fhe  was  not  ignorant  of  the  dreadful  fufpi- 
cions  which  had  raifed  diflrud  in  the  minds  of  all  men. 
How  great  muft  have  been  her  anxiety,  when  fhe  Taw 
the  care  of  the  King’s  perion  intruded  to  the  preemp¬ 
tive  heir  of  the  crown.  Her  attention  was  redoubled 
on  this  account,  and  ilie  enjoyed  not  an  inftant  of  tran¬ 
quility,  during  the  fpace  of  near  eighteen  months  that 
Ilie  remained  in  the  fervice  of  his  Majefty. 

One  lingular  circumftance  happened  to  this  gover¬ 
nefs,  which  was  the  occafion  of  her  receiving  an  ho¬ 
nour  that  no  woman  had  ever  enjoyed  be- 
12  Sept,  fore  her.  Lewis  XV.  coming  to  the  Parlia¬ 
ment,  to  hold  his/irftBed  of  jfuftice  in  order 
to  confirm  the  decree  of  the  Court  in  favour  of  the  Re¬ 
gent,  the  Dutchefs  of  Ventadour  reprefented,  at  this 
meeting,  the  Queen  Mother  and  Regent-  The  only 
difference  was,  that  fhe  took  not  her  feat  upon  the 
throne,  but  that  die  attended  there,  fitting  at  the  feet 
of  the  King;  die  fpoke,  however,  in  his  name.  She 
was  then  about  forty  years  of  age,  was  {till  beautiful, 
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and  a  {fumed  a  great  air  of  dignity,  which  made  her 
appear  not  unworthy  of  this  illullrious  a Ct.  “  Gentle- 
“  men,  faid  die,  “  the  King  has  caufed  you  to  be  af- 
“  fembled,  in  order  to  make  his  pleafure  known  to  you  : 

*l  his  Chancellor  will  explain  it.” 

-  Immediately  after  this  bed  of  juflice,  fix  Councils 
were  ellablhhed,  befide  that  of  the  Regency.  The 
firfl,  which  was  called  the  Council  of  Confcience,  re¬ 
garded  ecclefiaftical  matters  ;  the  fecond,  foreign  af¬ 
fairs  ;  the  third,  war  ;  the  fourth,  finance;  the  fifth, 
the  navv ;  and  the  1  a  ft ,  prefided  over  the  internal  af¬ 
fairs  of  the  kingdom. 

In  order  that  the  Parliament  fhould  the  more  readily 
confent  to  the  regrilering  of  this  declaration,  another 
had  been  joined  to  it,  agreeable  to  the  infinuation  above- 
mentioned,  by  which  the  privilege  was  reftored  to 
them,  of  making  reprefentations  or  remonflrances,  be¬ 
fore  the  publication  of  the  laws  that  were  addreffed  to 
them  $  but  his  Majefty  required  that  thefe  remon- 
ftances  fhould  be  reprefented  within  eight 
days.  ^  1 6  Sept. 

This  form  of  adminiflration  by  Councils, 
taking  in  all  the  parts  of  government,  and  confining 
the  Secretaries  of  State  merely  to  the  figning  of  their 
names*,  which  form  is  ufed  in  other  kingdoms,  and 
of  which  there  had  been  examples  in  ours  under  feve- 
ral  reigns,  becomes  particularly  neceffary  under  a 
young  or  weak  Monarch.  If  it  fhould  fometimes  oc- 
cafion  a  flown efs  of  proceeding  in  affairs,  the  deciflons, 
on  the  other  hand,  are  more  mature;  it  makes  them 
lefs  verfatile,  and  is  particularly  beneficial  in  oppofing 
craft,  preventing  favour,  and  guarding  againft  fedudti- 
on,  which  is  fo  frequently  employed  with  fuccefs  againfl 
a  Angle  man. 

The  regent  adopted  this  plan  of  government  the 
more  readily,  as  it  tended  to  remove  the  ideas  of 
defpotifm,  which  might  have  been  imputed  to  him  ; 
as  it  furniilied  him  with  the  means  of  giving  places  to 

B  4  a  great 
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*  The  office?  of  Secretaries  of  State  were  even  fuppreffed  for 
a  time,  or  at  leaft  there  was  no  bufmefs  done  by  them. 
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a  great  number  ot  his  own  creatures,  and  acqairin? 
new  ones,  of  employing  at  lead  thofe  who  were  difpo- 

®df  aSalnft  hl'«  ;  m  a  word,  as  it  enabled  hint 

to  fulfil  the  engagements  he  had  entered  into  with  the 
March  ion  efsrle  Mamtenon,  the  houfeof  Noailles,  and 
*he  moft  duhnguifhed  members  of  the  Parliament,  up¬ 
on  condition,  that  they  fhould  affift  him  in  meafures 
to  annul  the  will  of  Lewis  XIV' 

It  will  certainly  appear  a  matter  of  furprize,  that  the 
LHieen  Dowager,  (for  no  man  at  prefent  feems  to  dif- 
pute  her  that  title)  Ikould  be  the  foremoft  to  concur 
in  the  annulling  of  a  folemn  aft,  the  plan  of  which  fhe 
nadat  Aeaft  approved,  if  not  herfelf  fuggefted,  againft 
a  Prince  whom  fhe  had  never  liked,  or  rather  whom 
ohe  had  always  detefled,  on  account  of  his  mode  of 
?  nnking.and  his  manners,  which  were  fo  repugnant  to 
the  religious  views  of  the  favourite.  But  what  will 
.not  the  policy  even  of  devotees  adapt  itfelf  to  ? 

w°man>  fenfible  of  the  averfion  Lewis 
XIV:  had  for  his  nephew,  had  not  dared  to  contradift 
him  in  his  laft  wifLes;  but  at  the  fame  time,  forefeein^ 
what  would  happen,  ilie  had  determined  not  to  wait 
tne  event.  She  doubted  not  one  moment  but  that  the 
great  talents  of  the  Duke  of  Orleans  would  prevail  over 
the  Dupie  du  Maine,  and  that  the  former  would  be¬ 
come  m after  of  the  kingdom  at  the  King’s  death.  She 
therefore  judged  it  neceftary  to  prevent  the  ftorm  that 
would  infallibly  rife  againft  her,  and  to  deferve  the 
gratitude  of  the  Prince,  whofe  generoftty  lire  wras  al¬ 
ready  acquainted,  with*  by  giving  him  previous  infor¬ 
mation  of  the  articles  of  the  will,  that  he  might  be  the 
better  prepared  to  oppofe  them  with  advantage  and 
fecunty.  Madame  de  Maintenon  was  ftill  more  de¬ 
termined  to  behave  in  this  manner,  from  her  affeftioii 
for  the  Duke  of  .Noailles  her  nephew*.  At  the  death 
of  the  Princes,  in  order  to  pay  his  court  to  the  King, 
he  had  indulged  himfelf  in  the  moft  indifereet,  or  ra~ 
tnei  tne  moft  rain  and  moft  culpable  language.  Iir 

the 


^  That  is  to  fay,  who  had  married  Mademoifelle  d*  Aubigns. 
Jiiecc  and  foie  heirefs  of  Madame  de  Maintenon, 
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tfie  excefs  of  his  zeal,  and  under  the  fuppofition  that 
all  the  deaths  which  had  happened  were  the  effects 
of  poifon,  he  had  been  accufed  of  having  imputed  them 
to  his  R.  H.  ;  and  when  people  were  endeavouring  to 
guefs  at  the  author  of  thefe  execrable  crimes,  he  had 
named  the  Duke  of  Orleans,  and  had  added  ;  “  if 
41  the  lalt  f ,  who  is  now  at  the  point  of  death,  iliould 
“  perifli,  I  will  be  the  Brutus.”  Such  was  the  anec¬ 
dote  then  circulated,  and  fince  preferved  in  the  me¬ 
moirs  of  the  times.  Nothing  lefs  than  a  very  efTential 
fervice  could  wipe  away  the  flanderous  afl'ertion  and 
the  threat,  the  atrocioufnefs  of  which  feemed  however 
to  be  diminiihed  by  their  extravagance.  And  indeed 
the  Regent’s  magnanimity,  forgetting  both  the  one  and 
the  other,  was  mindful  only  of  the  gratitude  due  to 
the  Duke  of  Noailles,  for  having  dilclofed  the  will  oi 
Lewis  XIV.  and  for  the  fervices  rendered  him  by  that 
houfe,  which  was  then  the  molt  powerful  in  the  king¬ 
dom,  both  in  itfelf  and  by  its  great  alliances. 

The  ■circumilance  that  mull  chiefly  have  affefted 
Madame  de  Maintcnon,  in  her  critical  fituation,  was 
to  And,  that  her  conduct,  which  was  only  the  eftedt 
of  neceflity,  made  her  the  involuntary  accomplice  of 
the  outrages  committed  againfl:  the  memory  of  Lewis 
XIV.  The  French,  in  reality,  who  are  always  fond  of 
novelty,  availed  themfelves  of  the  little  refpedt  the 
Government- then  fliewed  to  the  will,  the  principles* 
and  memory  of  the  deceafed  King  :  they  gave  them- 
-felves  up  to  all  the  licentioufnefs  which  ilaves,  efcaped 
from  their  chains,  allow  themfelves  againfl  their  mat¬ 
ter  ;  his  ftatues  were  infulted  with  the  bittereil  infcrip- 
lions,  the  mod  acrimonious  fatires  were  publickly  cir¬ 
culated  againfl  him,  and  in  his  funeral  proceflion  the 
prayers  of  the  priefts  were  lefs  heard  than  the  coarfe 
fongs  of  a  licentious  mob.  Jt  was  the  triumph  of  the 
nation,  rather  than  the  funeral  pomp  of  the  Monarch. 

The  firit  Reps  the  Regent  took,  after  the  power  of 
difpenfmg  favours  became  veiled  in  him,  did  honour 
to  his  fincerity  and  moderation.  He  appointed  the 
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ore-mentioned  Duke  of  Noailles,  Prefident  of  the 
Council  of  Finance,  whofe  pardon  he  fealed  by  this 
favour,  as  he  did  that  of  Marlhal  Villars,  by  creating 

t  ™  Prefident  of  ‘he  Council  of  War.  The  Marlha? 
r  ne,S0oCIated  the  treaty  of  Raftadt,  with  Prince  Eu- 
^ene  o  Savoy ;  in  which  he  had  agreed  to  fome  fecret 
Icicles,  tending  to  the  exclufion  of  the  Duke  of  Or- 

efDS.  r.on}  crowri  >  anc^  his  R.  H.  was  not  unacquaint- 
ed  with  it*  The  Cardinal  of  Noaiiles,  who  was  the 
Ci  mr  oi  the  Janfenift’s  party,  was  connected  with  the 
principal  members  of  the  Parliament,  and  had  been  ve~ 
ry  ufetul  in  promoting  the  meafures  of  the  Regent,  was 
^  the  head  of  the  Council  of  Confcience.  The 

preferment  of  this  Prelate,  gave  new  vigour  to  his  fac¬ 
tion  which  was  Rill  more  delighted  to  fee  Father  le 
e  ler  removed  from  Court.  Every  exile  returned  r 
?n  f  ie  ^'-Trteo  Sorbonne  faw  again  feated  among  her 
earne  tnaRers,  thole  doctors  who  had  before  honour- 
c  J  ana  ienbered  her  illuilrious  by  their  fcience.  In  a 

word  3 

,*The  following  anecdote  we  find  in  an  allegorical  romance 
il,  /vUl1^S,r"tlt  Cdi  *  ^he  adventures  of  Pompomus.”  “  Sallirtr 
u  k  c  dr?  >  ^cnera^  Gauls,  a  man  well  acquainted  with 

u  ,u  in  .  ’  an^  wbo  handled  the  pen  and  the  fword  with  equal 
dexterity,  was  commiffioned  by  his  Sovereign  to  enter  into  a 
u  with  thofe  people  who  dwell  on  the  fide  of  the  Add- 

u  a  -Cu  Ca’  colTimiffion  was  a  fecret  one ;  and  he  executed  it 
4t  greater  fidelity  than  prudence.  His  Sovereign  died  fome 
vie  ilttlc  tlrpe  alter,  and  the  Prince  who  fucceeded,  having  en- 
a  1  -  rTeral  ah‘£s  of  the  Crown  to  communicate  to  him  all 

a  u  treatiesthey  had  made  with  his  predeceffors,  among  the  reft 
the  fore-mentioned  treaty  was  put  into  his  hands.  The  Prince^ 
upon  examining  it,  was  not  a  little  furprized  to  find  that  it 
'  contained  an  article  to  exclude  him  from  the  crown,  and  that 
the  General  of  the  armies  had  not  only  flipulated  this  matter 
wnh  the  people  who  inhabit  the  Ihores  bathed  by  the  Adriatic 
but  had  even  engaged  in  the  fame  league,  the  Iberians,  the  AC 
4<  y?bro&efb  and  federal  other  nations.  The  Prince  fent  for  the 
General  of  the  armies,  and  communicated  the  treaties  to  him-. 
Salliru  avowed  the  fail,  faying,  he  had  done  it  only  in  obe- 
dience  to  the  commands  oi  the  late  King,  whofe  original  order 
for  this  purpofe  he  produced;  without  which,  his  head  would 
u  bave  anfwered  for  it.  By  removing  himfelf  afterwards  from 
Court,  he  efcaped  the  vengeance  and  refentment  of  the  new 
Prince,  to  whofe  favour  he  was  gradually  reltorcd  through  his 
Jy  wife’s  mea^sd*  ° 
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word,  the  jefuits  now  experienced,  in  their  turn,  thofe 
difgraces  with  which  they  had  overwhelmed  their  ri¬ 
vals:  a  general,  and  even  an  exafperated  fury  prevail¬ 
ed  a  gain  It  them,  fo  that  the  police  was  obliged  to  take 
them  under  its  protection  in  the  capital.  So  man/ 
favours  conferred  upon  the  Janfenifts,  by  him  who  was 
it  the  helm  of  the  French  Adminiftration,  were 


now  al 


the  more  valuable,  as  no  man  was  ignorant  of  his 
method  of  thinking  :  it  was  well  known  that  the  God 
of  Baal ,  or  the  God  of  Ifrael,  were  equally  obje&s  of 
ridicule  with  him.  But  belibe  the  fentiments  ot  grati¬ 
tude,  which  might  influence  him  in  the  difpenlatioft 
of  thefe  particular  favours,  he  was  directed  by 
views  of  a  luperior  kind;  he  was  endeavouring  1716, 
to  bring  about  a  calm,  and  to  reftore  public  tran-  _ 
quihty,  difturbed  by  the  internal  dilfenfions  excited  by 
fanaticifm,  towards  the  end  of  the  preceding  reign.  Af« 
ter  this  tfrft  care,  he  had. another,  and  not  lefs  impor¬ 
tant  folicitude  ;  which  was  to  avenge  the  unhappy 
nation,  whofe  miferies  the  contractors  exulted  over,  by 
a  new  fpecics  of  luxury.  By  way  of  example,  he  began, 
by  obliging  the  Comptroller  General  Defmarets  to  give 
«an  account  of  his  adminiftration. 

According  to  a  regulation  made  under  Lewis  XV*. 
he  was  not  accountable  for  any  thing.  Since  the  fup- 
nreftion  of  the  office  of  fuperintendant  of  the  finances, 
the  King  had  always  taken  upon  himfelf  the  duties  of 
it :  no  payment  had  been  made  but  by  virtue  of  the 
eftimates  and  warrants  ftgned  by  himfelf.  The  Comp¬ 
trollers  General  were  now  nothing  more  than  the  exe¬ 
cutors  of  his  orders  ;  but  yet  it  was  neceflary  to  prove 
that  thefe  orders  had  been  followed  ;  and  a  Minifter 
might  {till  be  very  culpable  in  the  mode  of  executing 
them.  M.  Defmarets  compofed  upon  this  iubjeCt  a 
circumftantial  memorial,  which  is  conftdered  as  a  maf- 
ter-piece,  and  which,  by  difcovering  the  deplorable 
ftateof  the  kingdom,  proved,’ that  thefe  difafters  could 
not  be  attributed  to  the  Minifter,  and  were  only  the 
unavoidable  confequence  of  the  feveral  misfortunes 

\  that 


*  On  the  $th  of  Sept.  *661,  when  Fov^uet  was  confined, 
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that  had  ravaged  the  date  towards  the  clofe  of  th&. 
a  reign.  e  demonftrated,  that  if  the  revenues  of 

the  ftate  were  abforbed  to  the  year  1717,  mclufively. 

by  anticipated  alignments,  yet  the  unfunded  debts- 
vert,  near  v  the  (ante,  after  leven  years  of  an  alnioft 
generally  unfortunate  war,  as  they  were  at  the  begin- 

uing  of  1 7oS»  when  his  adntiniftration  began. 

I  is  memorial  uid  a  great  deal  of  honour  to  the 
author,  among  the  Council  or  Finance,  but  it  did  not 
leltore  to  him  the  place  that  had  been  taken  from  him, 
nor  did  it  even  procure  him  a  feat  in  that  Council, 
which  he  had  aftonifhed  by  his  talents  and  pro- 
J716.  bity.  He  died  in  private  life,  and  from  him  is 
,  defeended  the  family  of  Maillebois.  He  left 
three  Tons,  who  were  men  of  fmali  ftature,  and  who  on 
Anat  account  were  named^at  Court,  wheire  every  thin? 
is  a^n  object  of  ridicule,  “  the  Terriers.” 

1  2i>/z  eftablifhment  of  a  Chamber  of  juftice, 

March.  to  profecute  and  puniili  thofe  who  had  com- 
,  .  i  mitted  abufes  in  the  finances,  was  an  object 
wmch  muff  neceffarily  become  more  ufeful,  according 
to  the  lift  of  the  men  of  bulinefs  that  were  taxed 
l  his  lift  amounted  to  upwards  of  160  millions  f  •  an£ 
undoubtedly  this  fum,  well  employed,  might  have  fur- 
miilied  a  great  refource  for  dimrniihing  the  debts  of  the 
llate  ;  but  it  was  prefently  known,  that  a  fmali  part 
only  of  this  money  entered  the  King’s  coffers  J  ;  that- 
tliefe  depredators  were  ranfomed  by  others  ;  that  the 
favourites,  the  mifireffes,  and  the  judges,  made  a  trade 
©f  reducing  thefe  taxes.  It  is  reported,  that  a  Con¬ 
tractor,  who  was  taxed  at  1,200,000  livres  ||,  replied 
lo  a  nobleman  who  offered  to  get  him  acquitted  for 

300,000 


*  This  curious  lift  (hall  be  Infer  ted  at  the  end  of  the  volume, 
Widi  notes  1  it  lhall  be  placed  under  No.  I. 

]r Between  fix  and  feven  millions  llerling-. 

X  Forty  millions  [upwards  of  one  million  and  a  half  fterling]^ 
of  this,  were  deducted  perhaps  fro^n  the  principals  of  the  annui- 
.ties  fixed  upon  the  u  hotel  de  Ville,”  and  the  taxes,  the  polls,  aad 
other  farms  and  revenues,  which  made  part  of  the  payment  of  the 
dmpofts,  which  were  to  be  extinguilbed5  redeemed,  and  ukejj  oul- 
vf  the  eflimales. 

|!  Fifty  thouCaatf 


OF  LEWIS*  XV;  13 

*00,000  livres  *  ;  Faiths  my  Lord,  you  come  too  Lite  ;  1 
have  already  agreed  with  your  Lady  for  1  50,000  f. 
M.  de  Fourquieux,  Prefident  of  the  Chamber  of  Juftice, 
was  decorated  with  the  burlelque  title  of  Garde  des 
Sceaux  J  becaufe  he  had  appropriated  to  himfelf,  from 
the  fpoils  of  the  famous  Bourvalais,  a  Farmer  of  the 
revenue,  buckets  of  filver  to  cool  wine  and  other  liquors, 
and  that  he  had  the  impudence  to  produce  them  at  his 
table.  The  indignation  of  the  people  was  excited  at 
feeing  the  Marquis  de  la  Fare,  fon-in-law  to  Paparel, 
Paymafter  of  the  Gendarmerie,  who  was  condemned 
to  death,  and  whofe  eftates  were  confiscated  to  the 
King,  rejoice  at  the  difgrace  of  his  father-in-law,  caufe 
his  eftates  to  be  fettled  upon  himfelf,  diflipate  them  in 
prodigality  and  debauchery,  and  reduce  himfelf,  as 
well  as  his  fon,  to  poverty,  without  even  having  at¬ 
tempted  to  mitigate  the  adverftties  of  Paparel,  whofq 
punifhment  had  been  changed. 

A  more  certain,  fpeedy,  and  efficacious  expedient 
had  before  been  made  ule  of  tor  the  re-eftablimment 
of  the  finances.  Three  days  after  the  death  of  Lewis 
}[IV.  aneditt  had  appeared,  in  which,  notwithstanding, 
the  alarming  description  of  their  fituation,  the  King 
gave  afturances  that  he  was  determined  to  fatisfy  the 
two  moft  prefting  demands  of  the  ftate,  the  fubfiftence 
of  the  troops,  and  the  arrears  of  the  annuities  charged 
upon  the  Hotel  de  Ville  of  Paris.  With  regard  to  the 
other  debts,  it  was  ordered,  that  the  different  papers 
fhould  be  ftated  and  liquidated,  in  order  to  convert  them 
into  bills  of  one  kind,  which  were  not  to  be  changed 
till  they  were  taken  up.  This  operation  was  called 
the  Vi  fa,  and  the  papers  refulting  from  it,  Billets  diet  at  s . 
(Bills  of  ftate.)  They  were  to  be  figned  by  Mr.  Bouffot, 
the  general  Overfeer,  by  the  Provoft  of  the  Merchants, 
and  by  Mr.  Charles  Haran,  appointed  for  this  purpofe 
by  the  lix  companies  of  Merchants  at  Paris.  The  real 


Twelve  thoufand  five  hundred  pound?. 

■f*  Six  thoufand  two  hundred  and  fifty  pounds. 

1  u  Keeper  of  the  Seals.”  In  order  to  underftand  this,  it  i£ 
cefifary  to  acquaint  the  Englifh  reader,  that  the  fafne  word  widely 

ia  French  figaifiqs  a  feal,  figuifiss  sUTo  a  toishefe 
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defi^n  of  changing  thefe  papers,  was,  to  reduce  them 
to  two  hundred  and  fifty  millions  *  by  making  the 
bearer  ot  them  lofe  one,  two,  three,  or  four-fifths  of 
the  capital,  according  to  the  different  clafTes  that  were 
fettled.  And  indeed,  it  would  have  been  better  to 

AMe  Focee.ded  immediately  to  this  extremity,  as  the 
Aboe  Perrat  has  fince  done,  than  to  employ  thefe  me- 
rhoi.ical  reductions,  which  coft  immenfe  fuins,  to  no 
purpofe.  However  this  may  be,  it  is  certain  that  more 
than  three  hundred  and  thirty  millions  f  of  debt  were 
liquidated  by  this  procefs,  and  the  intereft  of  the  over- 
plus  was  fixed  at  four  per  cent.  A  promife  was  made, 
as  ufual,  to  pay  it  regularly,  and  gradually  to  replace 
the  capital,  for  this  purpofe,  it  was  propofed  to  em¬ 
ploy  the  mod  fuitable  methods,  and  certain  funds  were 
already  fet  apart,  befide  a  portion  of  thofe  which 
would  be  faved  from  the  reduction  of  the  moft  burthen- 
iome  expences,.  the  confiderable  retrenchments  already 
begun  and  continued,  in  point  of  perfonal  expence,  and 
the  prudent  diftribution  of  thofe  revenues. 

To  thefe  preliminary  meafures  another  was  added, 
in  order  to. make  money  circulate  and  re  flare 
2c/  and  trade,  by  increaling  the  reprefentation  of  the 
7.oth  of  fpecie.  There  appeared  an  edidt  for  the  ef~ 
May.  tabliiliment  of  a  generalBank  throughout  the 
kingdom,  under  the  name  of  Law  and  Com¬ 
pany.  This  bank  would  indeed  have  been  of  great 
utility  to  the  public,  if  it  had  been  confined  to  its  firft 
inftitution,  which  was,  to  tranfaft  the  affairs  of  indivi¬ 
duals,  for  the  profit  oi  a  quarter  of  a  crown  J  upon  one 

thousand 

*  Near  ten  millions  and  a  half. 

f  Upwards  of  thirteen  millions  and  a  half  fterling.  This  was 
not  a  very  confiderable  objedt,  in  proportion  to  the  lum  total  of 
the  national  debt,  which  amounted  to  two  thoufand  and  fixty-two 
millions,  one  hundred  and  thirty  eight  thoufand  livres,  at  twenty- 
eight  1  ivies  the  marc;  which  makes  in  prefent  value/ three  thou¬ 
fand  fix  hundred  and  feventy-eight  millions,  fix  hundred  fifty- 
nine  thoufand,  fix  hundred  and  ninety-three  livres  [between  one 
hundred  and  fifty-three,  and  one  hundred  and  fifty-four  millions, 
ilerling]  at  forty-nine  livres  fixteen  lous  the  marc. 

*  £  Seven  pence  halfpenny. 
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thoufand  crowns  *,  to  receive  their  money,  and  to  give 
them  bills  in  exchange,  payable  at  Tight.  But  this 
fcheme  Toon  became  the  foundation  of  that  incompre- 
henilble  fyftem,  the  defign  of  which  was,  or  was  to 
have  been,  to  difcharge  the  national  debt  of  France, 
and  to  enrich  the  kingdom,  and  which  had  nearly  ruin¬ 
ed  it  beyond  refource. 

While  the  Regent  was  thus  employed  in  contriving 
means  to  raife  the  nation  from  the  deplorable  ffate  into 
which  the  ambition  of  Lewis  XIV.  had  reduced  it,  he 
was  not  regardlefs  of  any  thing  that  might  aflift  his 
own  afpiring  views.  The  indifferent  health  of  Lewis 
XV.  not  only  kept  up  his  hope  of  attaining  to  the  crown, 
but  even  confirmed  him  in  it.  He  imagined  he  could 
not  form  any  alliance  more  favourable  to  his  views, 
than  that  of  England.  He  therefore  paid  his  court  to 
that  power ;  and  his  favourite,  the  Abbe  Dubois,  was 
the  perfon  whom  he  judged  mod  proper  to  manage 
the  negotiation. 

This  Doubois,  who  was  the  Ton  of  an  Apothecary 
of  Brive  la  Gaillarde,  had  an  eafy,  fupple,  and  infinu- 
ating  turn,  was  of  a  lively  and  gay  difpofition,  eager 
in  his  purfuitof  pleafures,  and  a  man  of  very  loofe  mo¬ 
rals  ;  had  been  a  favourite  of  the  Duke  of  Orleans, 
from  that  Prince’s  earlieft  years;  from  being  his  precep¬ 
tor,  he  had  become  his  confidant,  had  given  him  fome 
very  ufeful  advice,  at  the  time  of  his  marriage  with  a 
natural  daughter  of  Lewis  XIV.  to  which  he  had  per- 
fuaded  him,  and  feemed  Hill  lefs  attached  to  the  rank 
than  to  the  perfon  of  his  R.  LI.  He  repaired  to  Lon¬ 
don,  to  execute  his  cominiffion,  and  diflributed  his  mo¬ 
ney  very  freely,  which  is  the  moft  perfuaflve  and 
readied:  way  of  comparing  one’s  defign.  The  1717- 
treaty  was  foon  concluded,  and  was  called  the  4  Jar 7. 
Treaty  of  the  Triple  Alliance,  for  the  Dutch 
came  into  it,  though  their  interefb  was  not  directly  con¬ 
cerned  ;  it  was  even  figned  at  the  Hague.  It  was,  in¬ 
deed,  a  very  advantageous  treaty  to  the  Regent,  againfl 
the  Spanifh  faction,  in  cafe  the  crown  became  vacant ; 

but 

vj*  Gse  hundred  and  twenty-five  pound s* 
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but  it  was  a  fcandalous  one  with  regard  to  France 
becaufe  it  ftipulated  the  expulfion  of  the  Pretender 
from  that  kingdom,  and  the  demolition  of  Dunkirk  and 
Mardyke.  Unfortunately,  the  diigrace  of  it  remained 
with  us,  and  the  perfon  who  had  planned  it  for  his 

advantage,  was  never  in  a  fituation  to  reap  the  bene¬ 
fit  of  it. 

In  the  mean  while,  the  infant  Monarch  was  imper*» 
ceptibly  growing  up.  At  the  death  of  his  grandfather*, 
his  refidence  had  been  fixed  at  the  caflle  of  Vincennes, 
and  he  had  afterwards  been  moved  to  the  palace  of  the 
Tuilleries,  as  if  with  a  defign  to  place  him  under  the 
guard  of  the  whole  nation,  or  at  leaf!,  of  the  moll  dif- 
tinguifbed  part  of  it.  The  royal  pupil’s  delicate  ft  ate 
of  health  made  it  neceflary  to  pay  particular  attention 
to  his  confhtution.  Vv  ithout  fatiguing  him,  however, 
with  inftrudtions,  his  Governefs  negletted  no  opportu¬ 
nity  of  forming  his  morals  by  fhort  leflbns.  Thus,  the 
Prince  being  one  day  at  fupper  in  public,  and  feeming 
U&  be  too  much  taken  up  with  admiring  fome  new  gol~ 

den  girandoles,  the  Dutchefs  of  Ventadour  reprehendecf 
him  for  it,  by  faying,  Sir,  nothing  of  this  kind  ought  to 
have  any  attraction  for  your  Majefiy.  Another  time 
happening  to  let  a  Louis  dor  fall  while  he  was  at  phyl 
lie  hooped  to  pick  it  up  ;  but  his  Governefs  prevented 
him,  by  obferving,  that  the  money  once  dipt  out  of  his-* 
hands,  ought  no  more  to  belong  to  him. 

From  that  early  period,  he  began  alfo  to  difcover  a. 
propenfity  to  fay  difagreeable  truths  to  thole  who  were 
about  him :  a  liberty  which,  among  equals  in  fociety, 
would  be  deemed  incivility  or  rudenefs,  but  from  a  fu- 
perior  is  hardnefs,  and  barbarity.  The  following  anec-  • 
dote  might  poffibly  have  palled  for  a  (implicit y  of 
childhood,  if  it  had  not  afterwards  been  found  to  be 
a  broke  of  character. 

M.  de  Coiflm,  Rifliop  of’ Metz,  a  gentleman  rather 
of  a  difagreeable  perfon,  being  prefented  to  the  young* 
King,  he  cried  out  as  foon  as  he  faw  him,  O  Lord  f 
hozv  ugly  he  is  !  Upon  this  occafion,  the  Prelate  him- 
felf  gave  the  reprimand.  He  turned  about?  and  walked 

away* 
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away,  faying?  with  a  licence  no  lefs  inexcmablcj, 

What  an  ill-bred  little  hoy  !  #  . 

At  length,  the  King  having  attamed  full  feven  years 
of  age,  the  Dutchefs  of  Ventadour  faw  with  fatisfac- 
lion,  the  time  coming  of  delivering  up  the  precious 
charge  fhe  had  hitherto  had  the  care  of,  into  the 
hands  of  the  Duke  of  Orleans.  She  drdled.the  King, 
in  the  prefence  of  the  whole  Court,  and  having  receiv¬ 
ed  the  thanks  of  his  Royal  Highnefs  for  the  care  die 
had  taken  of  his  Majeftv’s  perfon,  die  took  her  leave  of 
the  King,  and  kifTed  his  hand.  The  young  Prince 
was  moved,  and  embracing  her,  made  her  a  prelent 
of  iewles  to  the  value  of  50,000  crowns*  Previous  to 
this,  the  Regent  had  prefented  to  his  Majefty  the 
Mardial  Duke  of  Villeroi,  his  Governor  ;  the  Abbe  d« 
Fleuri,  formerly  Bidiop  of  Frejus  his  Preceptor  ;  and 
the  other  perfon  employed  to  fuperintena  his  educati¬ 
on,  and  deftined  for  his  fervice. 

Another  Abb6  de  Fleuri,  who  was  not  a  Biihop^but 
known  only  bv  feveral  works  of  excellence  and  erudi¬ 
tion,  and  efpecially  by  his  ecHeftaftical  hiftory,  had 
been  appointed  a  year  before,  his  Majefty  s  Confeilor* 
This  circumftance  was  the  more  remarkable,  becaule, 
ftncc  the  death  of  Henry  IV.  the  poft  had  always  been 
filled  by  Jefuits,  and  that  the  worthy  Ecclefiaftic  here 
mentioned  was  very  far  from  being  a  favourer  of  that 
fociety.  It  diould  feem  however,  by  the  words  of  the 
Repent  upon  this  occafion,  that  his  Royal  Highnefs  did 
not  confider  him  as  an  enemy  to  them  :  Sir,  faid  he  to 
him,  the  only  rea/on  I  have  for  preferring  you  to  any 
other  perfon ,  is,  that  you  are  neither  a  fanfenijl ,  nor  a 
■Molinift,  nor  an  Ultramontane  F* 


♦  Six  thoufand  two  hundred  and  fifty  potinds.  .  f 

■h  It  was  certainly  in  order  to  adapt  himfelf  to  this  eulogrum  of 
the  Duke  of  Orleans,  that  the  Abbe  de  Fleuri  varied  his  anfwers, 
according  to  the  different  opinions  of  the  perfons  from  whom  M 
received  compliments.  We  find  the  following  anecdote  upon  1* 
fubjeft  in  the  Memoirs  of  the  Regency. 

“  The  Tefuits  fent  Father  Craye,  one  of  their  fociefcv  to  pay 
«  their  compliments  to  the. new  Cenfeffor;  he  antweie  *  f 
he  imagined  he  was  not  difagrecable  to  the  Fathers^  o^^ 
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.lTr®  Janfe"ift  Party  however,  already  favoured  by 

cd  to  fnmJ ^  -bfCam^  11!0re  prefumptuons,  and  proceed¬ 
ed  to  iome  violent  fteps.  The  Bifliops  of  Mirepoix 

ez’J?  Montpellier,  and  of  Boulogne,  by  one  com- 

U°LlZsam°rf  themfe,Jes>  appealed  to  the  Bui] 
j  , |  •  ey  repaired  to  Sorbonne,  where  they 

vn,  'fied  ‘le'r„aPPeal  ln  a  numerous  alterably  of  Di- 
es  who  all  adhered  folemnly  to  it.  The  Body  of 

that  ie'1Vered  ,an  opmion,  by  which  they  declared 

law  an^pfr  'n  necchary ;  and  the  Doftors  of 

nV  ‘Dnd,Ph^c  d,d  the  lame,  the  year  following. 

tiored  Prt‘  f 6S  had  hkewife  joined  the  four  above  men- 

and  P  an<‘  •  .confider able  number  of  Prieto,  Friars, 

flrmr.nmes>,  folIowed  their  example,  and  would 
rignalize  their  zeal.  r 

However,  the  Bifhops  Conftituants ,  that  is  to  fay 
he  maintained  of  this  famous  Bull  Uni  gem t  us,  called 
me  c onjtnution ,  made  remonftrances,  which  foon  de¬ 
generated  into  warm  and  frequent  complaints.  A  num- 
ber°f  writings  appeared,  in  which  nothing  lefs  was 
a  ked  of,  than  the  deftruftion  of  religion.  The  Re¬ 
gent,  who  was  rather  difpofed  to  laugh  at  all  thefe 
quarrels,  was  obliged  to  interfere  ferioufly  in  them 
and,  notwithstanding  his  determined  and  ciecifive  cha¬ 
racter,  to  conduct  himfelf  with  a  great  deal  of  mode¬ 
ration  ;  to  hear  both  parties,  to  manage  between  them 
and  to  deceive  them  both.  He  wrote  to  the  Conftitu - 
ants  “iat  famous  letter,  in  which  he  told  them  j  I  do 

not 


u  r°CIety>  “  becaufe  he  was  no  Janfeifft.’*  Some  Jacobin  Friars 
^ame  afterwards  to  congratulate  him  upon  the  fame  occasion; 
he  told  them,  he  flattered  himfelf  that  he.  fliould  be  agreeable 
u  them,  “  becaufe  he  was  no  Molinift.”  The  third  perfon  who 
‘  came  to  him  was  the  Abbe  d’Orfanne  •  M.  de  Fleuri  replied  to 
“  him,  that  he  hoped  he  fliould  be  in  the  graces  of  the  Cardinal  de 
“  Noailles,  u  for  that  he  was  by  no  means  an  Ultramontane.'” 
u  Thus  be  implied  in  his  anfwers,  what  his  Royal  Highnefs  had 
U  to  him,  when  he  chofe  him  to  be  Conftflbr  to  the  King.” 
The  Abbe  d’Orfanne,  here  mentioned,  was  Canon  of  Notre  Dame, 
and  Oi  and  Vicar  of  the  Cardinal  de  Noailles.  He  was  in  his  fo~ 
ciety  the  chief  of  the  rigorous  Janfenifts.  He  is  the  author  of  the 
famous  Memoiers  du  Port  Royal, 
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not  lofe  fight  of  the  important  affair  of  the  Cone  t  i  t  u- 
TI0N. - ,and  in  which  an  interpolation  was  intro¬ 

duced,  which  took  off  all  the  force  of  that  promife. 
In  fad,  the  Regent,  in  faying,  that  he  would  puni/h 
any  ads  of  appeal  from  inferiors  in  the  future  Council , 
that  were  made  without  reafon ,  determined  nothing  by 
means  of  that  claufe,  of  which  advantage  might  be 

taken. 

‘  The  Cardinal  de  Biffy,  who  had  planned  this  letter, 
was  obliged  to  exculpate  himfelf  with  his  iociety  ;  and 
it  was  known,  that  the  new  Chancellor  was  the  per- 
fon  who  had  fuggefted  to  the  Prince  this  artifice,  to 
unbecoming  of  his  dignity,  but  which,  however,  was 
judged  neceffary,  to  ad  up  to  the  part  of  being  a  mere 
conciliator,  which  was  all  he  intended. 

This  new  Chancellor  was  M.  d’Agueffeau,  a  native 
of  Amiens,  and  of  a  tradefman  s  family.  He  a  t  e 
good  fortune  to  be  educated  at  Port  Royal,  under 
the  famous  le  Maitre.  Having  attained,  while  mil 
very  young,  to  the  pod  of  Solicitor  General,  he  had 
diftinguilhed  himfelf  in  it  by  the  graces  of  clecution, 
which  conftitute  the  effential  part  of  that  office.  He 
afterwards  acquired  a  deeper  knowledge  of  the  laws, 
and  of  iurifprudence.  He  then  became  Attorney  Ge¬ 
neral,  and  gained  {till  more  folidity  ;•  fo  that  he  be¬ 
came  neceffary  to  the  Duke  of  Orleans,  at  tne  time 
when  that  Prince  began  to  think  of  forming  a  party  to 
himfelf  in  Parliament,  during  the  illnefs  of  Lewis  XIV. 
The  death  of  the  Prefident  de  Maifons,  who,  after 
M.  Voifin,  was  to  have  been  at  the  head  of  the  Law, 
opened  the  way  for  him  to  that  poft,  which  his  compe¬ 
titor  had  only  had  in  profped,  and  which  caufed  the 
latter  to  cry  out,  penetrated  with  regret  \  Muff  one  die , 
at  the  eve  of  being  inveffed  with  the  highejl  employ - 


iucnu  j  •  1  T  J 

M-  d’Agueffeau  had  always  been  ftrongly  attached 
to  the  party  of  the  Janfenifts  :  he  was,  after  the  Car¬ 
dinal  de  Noailles,  their  hope  and  their  idol.  He  took 
care  not  to  abandon  them  upon  this  occafion  ;  and,  by 
way  of  a  falvo,  contrived  the  little  artifice  we  have 

juft  mentioned.  He  even  added  another,  and  a  1 
J  more 
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X at  he  eXpen  e  of  "  ^  Sratifie<1  h!s 

.0  make  thefirftln'J !!*  “  r1 ^  \  ‘his  Was>  iri  order 
•he  word  dclicat  ,1  P  •  S  ‘he  ,better>  fupprefe 
the  Cardinals  de  Hirr  6j  t'rtl*'ar  letters  addrelled  to 

minute  had  been  fenLd"  ^  R°han’  W‘th  whom  the 

vered  th^ doublT fraud  ^The  ^ituanis  {oo\\  difco' 
talcp  ih  i  •  r  ,r  ’  The  Regent  was  obliged  to 

which  rer'yed*  onf  tf.  ’  and  t0  S’Ve  an  explanat!'0lC 

the  par  ie  Tn  7  mor?  t0  infW  'he  minds  of 

to  reconcile  rh?  Tei?  Ae<J’jent  inferences  held 

*  reconcile  them,  at  which  his  Royal  Highnefs  -(TiPed 

notwithifanding  their  wearifomenefs.  Nf  w  difficulties’ 

int  "7’ Pr°P0,a)s>  «ofe  every  day :  pamphlets,  writ-’ 
„A’,fnd  eP‘Sra'ns>  were  multiplied  without  number  • 
and  they  were  forced  to  conclude  with  a  declaration’ 

or  aSinft  the  C  “S  °r  fPeaking  any  'hing  for,’ 

or  againlt,  the  ^orftitution  Umgenitus. 

n„  ,  _  I' was  then  only  that  the  party  of  the 

ober-j.  Janfemfts,  who  had  hitherto  built  much 

Duke  nfn  lUpCn  th®  attachment  and  gratitude  of  the 

that  tfrif  1^  eanS’  and, w.ho  even  flattered  themfelves 
t  at  this  law  was  in  their  favour,  perceived  their  in- 

had^ot'v  b?S!nninS  10  decline.  Yet  what 

had  Pot  his  R.  H.  done  for  them  ?  Befides  all  we  have 

feen,  he  had  hazarded  his  credit  with  the  Court  of 

Rome  in  making  his  firft  ecclefiaftical  apointments 

conformably  t°  their  wi/hes,  by  choofing  four  perfons 

fi  I6  ,  Ca'c!'nal  de  Noailles’s  faftion.  The  bon  mot 
vvhich  he  Paid  on  this  occafion,  as  he  was  coming  out 

°  •//  )°Unci  ’  ^as  been  often  retailed  ;  Tkejanfenifts 
<rviU  no  longer  complain  of  me  ;  I  have  given  every  thin p- 
to  (-rrace,  and  nothing  to  Merit.  Thefe  Elefts  of  Grade 
were  the  Abbe  de  Lorraine,  the  Abbots  Bofluet,  de 
Tourouvre,  and  d’Entragues,  who  were  created 
Bnhops.  A  confiderable  ferment  was  excited  by  thr$ 
circumflance ;  the  great  number  of  Prelates  of  the 

r  Mo!lmfts  In  France>  fupported  by  their 

chiefs,  the  Cardinals  de  Rohan  and  de  Billy,  expoftu- 

iated  againft  an  affociation  of  this  kind:  the  Nuncro 
complained  highly ;  and  the  Pope,  not  daring  to  ex¬ 
clude 
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dude  the  fir  ft,  on  account  of  his.rank,  refufed  his 
bulls  to  the  lecond,  propter  mot  es  pravos  ;  to  the  third, 
quia  fufpedus  u'e  herefia  Janfeniana  •  and  to  the  la  ft, 
propter  fupinam  ignorantiam .  The  Regent  perceived 
too  late  the  fault  which  his  complaifance  had  induced 
him  to  commit ;  he  faw  that  the  offended  party  was 
more  powerful  and  more  numerous  than  the  other  ; 
that  it  was  not  fo  eafy  to  flifle  it  as  he  had  been  af- 
fured ;  and  that  it  might  even  degenerate  into  an 
open  faClion.  He  did  not  think  it,  however,  confid¬ 
ent  with  his  dignity  to  give  way  upon  this  occafion  ; 
lie  fupported  his  nomination,  and  obliged  the  Pope 
to  grant  his  bulls  ;  but  he  refolved  never  again  to  put 
himlelf  in  the  way  of  fuch  difficulties:  he  grew  cool 
towards  thefe  feftaries,  whofe  party  he  had  efpoufed, 
merely  becaufe  he  could  not  do"  otherwile  at  the 
time.  When  his  authority  was  fufficiently  eflablilhed, 
fie  negledted  thofe  whom  he  no  longer  flood  in  need  of, 
and  fupported  them  only  as  much  as  he  thought  it 
neeeffary  to  maintain  the  balance. 

Though  the  affairs  of  the  Church  were  of  great  im¬ 
portance — not  on  account  of  the  diffenfions  tkemfelves, 
which  were  frivolous,  but  from  the  fanaticifm  which 
was  blended  with  them,  and  the  fatal  confequences 
that  might  enfue  to  diflurb  the  tranquillity  of  the  flate 
“yet  the  contefl  between  the  Princes  of  the  blood 
and  the  legitimated  Princes,  which  was  then  in  agita¬ 
tion,  was  in  its  very  nature  of  much  more  ferious  con- 
fequence.  The  queflion  was,  whether 
Lewis  XIV.  had  the  right  to  transfer  to  Edift  of 
the  legitimated  Princes,  the  privilege  of  July 
fucceeding  to  the  Crown  after  the  failure 
Oi  the  Princes  or  the  blood.  The  jealoufy  which  the 
predilection  of  the  expiring  Monarch  for  the  Duke  du 
Maine  and  the  Count  du  Touloufe  had  excited  at 
Court,  was  the  fecret  fpring  of  this  contefl  The  hu¬ 
miliation  of  thefe  Princes  had  undoubtedly  been  one  of 
the  articles  which  the  Regent  had  promifed.  to  the 
Duke  of  Bourbon,  and  to  fome  other  Dukes  who  had 
ranged  themffiives  on  his  fide.  But  whatever  might 
Lave  been  tjie  caufe,  it  produced  cgnfeffions  of  lin¬ 
gular 
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gular  benefit  to  the  nation,  and  which  were  very  con¬ 
trary  to  the  ftrange  maxim  that  has  fince  been  put  into 
the  mouth  of  Lewis  XV.  That  he  held  his  crown  from 
Go  l  alone.  The  Princes  of  .the  blood,  on 
Align fl  22,  the  contrary,  reprefented  in  their  petition, 
1716.  that  this  manner  of  fettling  the  crown  de*» 
.  prived  the  nation  of  one  of  its  bell  rights 

which  was,  to  difpofe  of  itfelf,  in  cafe  of  failure  of  the 
Royal  line  ;  at  the  fame  time  that  it  kept  forever 
from  the.  throne  thofe  iJJuftrious  families,  whom  the 
nation  might  pitch  upon  to  fill  it. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  memorial  of  the  legitimated 
Princes,  at  the  fame  time  that  it  defended  this  defpo- 

tic  act  of  Lewis  XIV.  contained  affertions  nearly  of  the 
lame  nature. 


“  The  legitimated  Princes/’  it  was  faid,  “  are  by 
)  their  naTre  of  the  Ro7aI  blood  ,•  and  therefore  in- 
*  c,  in  the  control  made  between  the  nation  and 
the  reigning  family.  Now,  the  view  of  the  people 
in  granting  the  crown  to  a  certain  family,  is  to  pre- 
ferve  their  tranquillity,  and  to  avoid  the  inconve¬ 
niences  oi  elections.  .Therefore,  every  thing  which 
protiacis  the  extinction  of  the  reigning  family,  is 
deemed  conformable  to  the  wifhes  of  the  nation  and 
^  confonant  with  its  interefb.  And  this  is  what  Lewis 
X^V.  has  done,  in  calling  up  the  legitimated  Princes 
to  the  throne.  How  can  it  then  be  aflerted  that  he 
hath  exceeded  the  limits  of  his  power?  It  cannot  be 
u  faid  that  the  late  King,  by  this  favour  he  has  done 
us,  has  difpofed  of  his  crown  as  of  a  patrimonial 
eftate.  This  accufation  could  not  be  fupported, 
“  according  to  the  terms  of  the  edia  :  If  it  fhoul  /  hap- 
pen  that  there  fhoul d  not  remain  one  fingle  legitimate 
Prince  of  the  biood y  and  of  the  houfe  of  Bourbon,  nve 
“  believe  that  in  that  cafe  the  honour  of  fuccee  nng  to  the 
c?  own  w>ould  belong  to  our  legitimated  children  afore - 
faid.  This  is  not  furely  giving  the  crown,  it  is  only 
faying,  that  he  believes  his  legitimated  children 
ought  to  be  placed  in  the  lafl  rank  of  his  fucceflors, 
and  ought  to  be  included  in  the  primitive  contract  of 
the  nation '  J 


Further, 
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Further,  in  the  fame  memorial,  thefe  Princes  main¬ 
tained,  refpedting  the  torm  of  the  edidt,  that  this  affair 
could  not  be  decided  except  by  the  King  in  his  majo¬ 
rity,  or  at  the  requeft  of  the  three  ftates  of  the  kingdom. 
And  that  all  .the  tribunals,  except  that  of  the  King  in 
his  majority,  or  of  the  Hates,  were  not  competent  to 
judge  of  it. 

In  fome  refledlions  on  this  defence  of  the  legitimated 
Prin  ces,  the  Princes  of  the  blood  replied ;  “  The 
“  opinion  which  the  Duke  du  Maine  feems  to 
“  maintain  according  to  his  memorials,  that  '  the 
i(  King  has  a  right  to  do  whatever  he  fleafes 
<{  Ibould  make  us  apprehend  left  his  intereft  fhould  one 
u  day  engage  him  to  infpire  the  King  with  the  fame 
u  fentiments.  How  dreadful  would  be  the  confequen- 
4i  ces  to  a  young  Prince  1” 

At  length  the  Monarch,  in  his  edidt,  which  revokes 
that  of  his  great  grandfather,  holds  the  following  lan¬ 
guage  :  “  but  if  the  French  Nation  fhould  experience 

this  misfortune  (the  extinction  of  the  reigning  houfe) 
4‘  it  would  belong  to  the  nation  itfelf  to  repair  it,  by 
“  the  wifaom  of  its  choice ;  and,  fince  the  fundamen- 
“  tal  laws  of  our  kingdom  have  happily  retrained  us 
“  from  alienating  the  domains  of  our  crown,  we  glory 
“  in  acknowledging  that  we  are  ftill  lefs  at  liberty  to 
At  difpofe  of  the  crown  itfelf.” 

The  moft  contradidtory  plan  of  condudl  that  was 
purfued  in  this  difeuftion,  was  that  which  the  Parlia¬ 
ment  adopted  ;  for  when  they  would  not  allow  the 
different  orders  of  the  kingdom  to  be  called  together, 
becaufe  they  reprefented  them,  they  fhould  have  laid 
claim  to  their  rights.  After  having  regiftered  the  edidf 
of  Lewis  XIV.  without  the  lead  difficulty,  they  did  the 

fame 

It  is  thus  that  the  Princes  of  the  blood  exprefied  themfelves 
-during  the  minoiity  of  Lewis  XV.  and  in  1776^,  at.  the  Bed  of  Juf- 
tice  holden  on  the  12th  of  March,  we  have  heaid  the  Solicitor 
General  Seguier,  when  he  was  oppofing  perhaps  the  molt  pater¬ 
nal  and  moft  equitable  edidt  of  Lewis  XVf.  that  concerning  vaf- 
falage,  fay  to  that  Prince,  in  the  name  of  the  Pat  1  ament,  u  Sir, 
u  regal  power  knows  no  other  bounds  but  thofe  which  it  pleafes  to 
^  fix  to  itfdfi’* 
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lai*Ie  .regar^  to  that  which  revoked  it ;  and  they 
puilieu  their  inconfiftency  fo  far,  as  to  fupprefs  a  pro- 
-Celt  figned  by  thirty-nine  perfons  of  the  firft  nobility 
againil  any  judgment  that  might  be  paffed  ;  inafmuch 
as  the  affair  concerned  the  whole  nation,  and  could 
not  be  adjudged  but  by  the  affembly  of  the  dates  * 
t  lat  is  to  fay,  the  Magiftrates  would  not  allow,  that 
thole  ot  whom  they  acknowledged  themfelves  to  be 
only -Lie  reprelentatives,  for  whole  benefit  they  ftipu- 

lated,  and  who  Were  mod  interefted  in  the  conted _ - 

fince  nothing  lefs  was  at  flake  than  the  difpofal  of  their 
eliates,  their  liberties,  and  their  perfons — diou Id  inter¬ 
fere  m  the  bufinefs,  and  do  what  they  refufed  to  do 
for  them,  i  his  Court  had  even  the  meannefs  to  differ 
tnat  five  ot  the  mod  didinguidied  perfons  among  the 
Proteders  ihould  be  arreded  under  their  own  eyes  * 
It  differed  them  to  be  dragged  into  prifon,  by  virtue 
of  the  King  s  orders,  the  legality  of  which  it  had  fo 
often  conteded,  and  took  not  the  leaddep  to  oppofe  this 

encroachmeht  upon  the  liberty  of  thefe  generous  defen- 
ders  of  the  nation  f . 

V\  hile  this  great  caufe  was  preparing  for  trial,  there 
*ro!e  another  conted,  which,  though  it  was  not  upon 
a  matter  of  fo  much  importance  to  the  public,  yet  the 
parties  concerned  in  it  looked  upon  it  as  very  effential 
to  themfelves  $  they  carried  it  on  with  a  great  depree 
of  warmth,  and  it  required  at  lad  a  decilion  of°the 
Council  of  Regency.  A  few  days  only  had  elapfed, 
fince  his  Majefty  had  been  transferred  into  the  hands  of 
<his  male  attendants,  when  the  fair  of  St.  Germain  be¬ 
ing  opened,  the  King  wifhed  to  go  to  it.  Nothing 
was  more  eafy  than  to  procure  him  this  diverfion.  But 
when  they  were  about  to  get  into  the  coach,  the  Duke 
4u  Maine  and  the  Marflial  de  Villeroi  could  not  agree 
about  their  place  in  the  King’s  carriage.  The  Gover¬ 
nor 

*  Mcfiieurs  de  Chatillon,  de  Vieuxpiat,  and  de  Beausfremoat, 
were  put  into  the  Baftile  :  Meflieurs  de  Polignac  and  de  Cler- 
m  nt  at  Vincennes,  Thefe  illuftrious  names  deferve  to  be  pre- 
fern  d. 

1*  was  t,ie  Duke  of  Chartres  who  demanded  aad  obtained 
£heir  lihertyf  «  month  after » 


so  contended,  tli3.t  Ihe  ou^lit  not  to  give  up  the  firfl 
place  to  any  but  the  fir  ft  Prince  of  the  olood  It  being 
impoflible  to  fettle  this  difference  immediately,  the 
King  was  deprived  of  his  ainufement,  and  obliged  to 
liay  at  the  cattle,  & 

The  arrival  of  the  Czar  at  Paris  foon  diverted  the 
minds  of  people  from  this  ferious  trifle:  he  drew  upon 
himfelf  for  a  time  the  eyes  of  the  Courtiers,  and  en¬ 
gaged  the  cunofity  of  the  public.  This  Czar  was 
Peter  I.  the  reformer  and  legiflator  of  Ruflia,  but  who 
previous  to  the  fulfilling  of  this  great  objeft,  was  defi- 
rous  of  being  acquainted  with  the  different  ftates  of 
Europe,  of  ltudying  each  government,  together  with 
their  laws,  their  fciences,  and  their  arts.  He  was 
treated  as  a  Monarch,  and  with  a  magnificence  worthy 
of  the  King.  He  received  at  firfl  the  vifit  of  the  Re¬ 
gent,  afterwards  that  of  his  Majefty,  to  whom  he  fore¬ 
told  that.he  would  one  day  furpafs  his  great  grandfa¬ 
ther  m  wifdora,  glory,  and  power :  a  prediaion  which 
Ihews,  that  among  all  his  great  qualities  the  gift  of 
prophecy  could  not  be  reckoned. 

He  paired  fix  weeks  in  looking  over  all  he  found 
worthy  of  admiration  in  this  capital,  and  chiefly  in 
tbferving  every  thing  from  which  he  could  reap  any 
nflruftion.  He  conllantly  frequented  all  thofe  perfons 
who  were  famous  in  the  arts,  and  even  in  the  handi¬ 
crafts.  In  a  word,  he  did  all  that  we  have  feen  lately 
lone  by  a  great  Prince*,  who,  -though  already  replete 
with  -knowledge,  thinks  he  cannot  acquire  too  much 
or  the  happmefs  of  his  people.  One  anecdote  of  the 
-zars  flay  in  this  capital,  which  pleafed  him  the  mofL 
ind  which  he  moil  delighted  to  relate,  was  the  circum- 
tance  that  happened  to  him  at  the  mint  where  the 
nedais  are  ftruck.  By  an  ingenious  piece  of  politenefs, 
which  his  prognotlic  of  the  King  well  defcrved  the 
nedal  that  was.flruck  in  his  prefence  reprefented’  him- 
elf  He  perceived  it,  and  was  flilkmore  furprized  in 
eamrig  the  mfcription  round  it:  Petrus  Alexiovsitz 

VoL-  1  C  cza>- 


*  The  prefeat  Emperor  Joleph,  who  came  to  Paris  in  IJJf. 
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Czar  Mag.  Ruf.  Imp.  and  on  the  reverie,  a  figure  of 
Fame,  with  thele  words  :  Vires  acquirit  eundo. 

Another  event  happened,  which  at  any  other  time 
would  have  ieemed  ot  great  importance,  but  which 
now  only  ferved  as  a  new  topic  of  converfation,  after 
the  departure  of  the  Ruffian  Emperor.  This  was  a 
commotion  exifbng  in  the  moil  diftant  parts  of  the 
French  empire,  but  which  was  fmothered  and  afford¬ 
ed,  in  iome  meafure,  by  that  commotion  which  reigned 
within,  and  which,  though  it  appeared  under  divers 
fliapes,  tender  to  the  fame  end,  the  overthrow  of  the 
power  of  the  Fvegent.  Information  was  received,  that 
M.  de  la  Varenne,  Governor  General  of  xVIartirico, 
and  M.  de  Ricouard,  Intendant  of  that  colonv,  were 
arrived  at  la  Rochelle  on  board  a  merchant- 
*July  j.  fhip,  in  which  the  inhabitants  of  that  illand 
had  fent  them  back  to  France,  after  having 
rifen  upon  them,  becaufe  they  wanted  to  impofe  upon 
the  ifland  a  new  duty  of  thirty  fous  f  per  quintal  of 
fugar.  The  mod  lingular  circumftance  attending  this 
revolt,  was,  that  before  the  military  man  was  embark¬ 
ed,  the  infurgents  having  required  his  fword  of  him,  he 
furrendered  it;  but  the  Commiffiary  refufed  conftantly 
to  give  up  his.  This  gave  occafion  to  fay,  that  the 
Intendant  deferred  to  be  the  Governor,  and  the  Governor 
nothing  more  than  the  Intendant.  Commodore  Champ- 
meflin  was  fent  with  two  men  of  war.  and  a  frigate  to 
reduce  thefe  iflanders  to  obedience,  and  he  pacified 
-ever .y  thing.  A  circumftance  which  proves  that  the 
Government  did  not  think  much  of  this  infurredfiion  is, 
that  Meffi  de  Feuquieres  and  de  Sylvecane,  being  fub- 
llituted  in  lieu  of  the  Governor  and  Intendant  who  had 
been  expelled,  were  much  blamed  for  having  required 
the  inhabitants,  without  orders  from  Court,  to  take  a 
frefh  oath  of  allegiance,  and  for  having  feparated  the 
nobility  from  the  clergy,  and  from  the  commonalty  ;  a 
diftindcion  which  the  King  does  not  admit  in  the  colo¬ 
nies.  * 

The 
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Tire  behaviour  of  M.  de  Ricouart  did  him  however 
great  honour,  and  gained  him,  without  doubt,  the  ap¬ 
probation  ot  the  Court,  for  he  was  afterwards  appointed 
to  the  Intendance  of  the  navy  at  Rochfort;  a  phft  in 
which  hts  firmnefs  and  integrity  fupplied  the  want  of 
thole  acquifittons  and  great  talents  which  he  wanted 
for  adminiftration. 

f  j^]-ory  noi;h3ng  more  than  a  continual  revolution 
or  Ixmiiar  faffs,  which  from  time  to  time  come  round 
agam.^  A  great  clamour  was  raifed  at  the  end  o  the 
laft  reign,  when,  during  the  change  in  the  magiftrature, 
and  the  iron  nnmihy  ot  the  Abbe  1  errai,  the^Duke  do 
\  nlljere,  fearing  the  too  great  firmnefs  of  the  States 
3  Brut  any,  threatened  to  diffolve  them,*  if  the/ 

! hewed  any  difpofition  to  oppofe  the  will  of  the  Sove¬ 
reign  •  ^and  yet  we  find,  under  the  regency,  when  thefe 
fame  e hates  were  affembled  on  the  demand  of  the  vo- 
untary  gift,  and  that  inhead  of  granting  it  with  ihouts 
is  ufual,  when  they  are  fatisfied,  or  fubjeft  to  authori- 
y,  they  anfwered  the  King’s  Commifiaries,  that  they 
?ould  not  pay  any  attention  to  the  demand,  till  after 
hey  had  looked  at  and  examined  their  funds  ;  a  pie- 
:aution  which  every  wife  manager  of  his  fortune  ought 
o  take j  yet  this  anfwer  was  conlidered  bv  the  Court 
LS  a  refufal,  a  want  of  zeal  and  of  refpedt,  and  they 
vere.  therefore  dilTolved.  We  fee  afterwards,  that 
!Otwithitanding  this  punifihment,  which  thev  had  not 
nerited,  upon  their  reprefen  ting  that  fuch  a  diflolution 
vrs  an  infraction  of  the  treaty  made  by  the  province 
viren  it  gave  ltfelf  up  to  the  King,  the  Regent-far 

rom  being  guided  by -the  fame  fpirit  of  defpotifm,  in 
nputm^to  them  as  a  greater  crime,  their  appeal  to 
hat  treaty  upon  which  the  fiep  was  taken,  which  had 
(cen  judged  criminal — buffered  himfelf  to  be  moved 
n  1  permitted  them  to  affembl e  the  year  following 
i  hey  were  undoubtedly  given  to  underftand,  that  this 
onceifion,  which  was  rather  an  effieft  of  companion 

C  z  than 

*  ‘  His  Myjefty  will  have  no  opposition  ;  if  the  States  delibe¬ 
rate  on  the  I  arliament,  they  fhall  be  diffolved  in  three  days  ’» 
i-  is  the  fentence  we  fad  in  the  <4  Piopos  Indifcrets."” 
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than  of  juftice,  was  lefs  granted  to  their  right  than  tc 
their  contrition. 

Under  thefe  circumftances,  the  Duke  of  Orleans 
was  feized  with  a  diforder  in  his  eyes,  which  threat¬ 
ened  him  with  lcfs  of  fight.  This  incident  ferve'd  onl) 
to  increale  the  cabals  of  the  Court.  He  knew  that  ii 
had  been  agitated,  in  cafe  of  his  becoming  totally  blind 
to  deprive  him  of  the  Regency,  and  to  confer  it  on  th( 
Duke  of  Bourbon  ;  and  that  thofe  perfons  who  wen 
under  the  greateft  obligations  to  him,  fuch  as  the  Chan¬ 
cellor,  the  Cardinal  of  Noailles,  and  his  nephew,  wen 
the  fupporters  of  the  project.  He  thought  it  neceiTarj 
to  overturn  the  whole  fcheme  at  once,  by  difchargint 
them.  Fie  fent  to  demand  the  feals  from  the  Chan¬ 
cellor,  and  bamihed  him  to  Frene.  He  had  the  lef 
difficulty  to  perfuade  himfelf  to  thisllep,  as  the  Chan¬ 
cellor  was  a  man  by  no  means  fuitable  to  his  defigns 
and  was  befides  too  much  attached  to  the  Parliament 
who  began  to  avail  themfelves  againft  their  mafter,  o 
the  authority  he  had  reftored  to  them.  He  was  alf< 
the  life  of  the  Janfenill  party,  which  the  Regent  laugh¬ 
ed  at,  having  no  further  need  of  it.  In  a  word,  th< 
Chancellor  was  thought  to  entertain  an  aufterity  o 
principles,  and  a  rigidity  of  morals,  incompatible  witl 

the  character  of  the  Regent. 

Some  ocular  witneffies  affiert*,  that  while  thefe  fe 
yeral  orders  were  carrying  into  execution,  his  R.  H 
was  converfing  with  the  Duke  of  Noaillesjmu  Meflfs 
Portail  and  Fourqueux.  He  was  complaining  to  then 
of  the  Chancellor;  of  his  want  of  compliance,  am 
his  fpirit  of  contradiction :  he  even  declared  to  them 
he  was  delirous  of  getting  rid  of  him,  and  afked  thci 
advice  for  the  filling  up  of  his  poll.  The  Duke  de 
fended  him  with  fincerity,  as  well  as  he  could;  th 
two  others,  like  artful  couriers,  took  his  part  ver 
(lightly,  for  fear  of  difpleafing,  and  perhaps  with 

fecret  application  to  themfelves,  each  ol  them  no 

r  doubuni 

* 

*  See  the  “  life  of  Philip  of  Orleans,  grandfon  of  France,  an 
Regent  of  the  kingdom  during  the  minority  of  Lewis  AY.  d 

ftj.  L.  M.  0.  M." 
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loubting  but  that  the  choici,  in  cafe  of  a  change 
ivould  fall  upon  him.  The  converfation  was  ftill  Con- 
-1  uing,  when  the  door-keeper,  previously  inftruXed 
mnounced  M.  ci  Argenfon,  and  at  the  fame*  time  open- 
A  the  two  folding-doors  of  the  clofet.  The  Duke  of 
Jneans  appointed  him  Keeper  of  the  Seals,  as  he  en- 
ered,  and  iealed  his  cOmmiffion  himfelf.  The  Duke 
>t  Noailles  confounded,  and  judging  Himfelf  difgraced, 
j  inftant,  faid  to  the  Prince,  “  I  have  nothing 

more  to  do  than  to  withdraw  aifo and  upon  hi! 

f'de°r  M  -  A7'V.f0n  WaS  likewife  appointed  chief 
'  I-'2  Counc'!  °f  Finance.  The  two  members  of 
ailiament  retired  hattily,  in  order  not  to  be  obliged 

pay  the  firtc  compliments  to  the  rival  whom  they 

d-nl  hCi!  “  rU1"’  ,VV,th  refPea  t0  tf>e  Cardinal  of 
o  riles,  he  remained  fonie  time  longer  at  the  head  Of 

Fis  RC°u?  Conference,  but  without  authority. 

■  '  00^  tne  favourable  opportunity  of  re- 

oving  him;  and  the  Cardinal  had ‘the  mortification 
rfewg  his  places  filled  up  by  the  two  heads  of  the 
nimft  party,  the  Cardinals  de  Rohan  and  de  Bifly 
rhefe  frequent  turns  of  fortune,  fo  hard  for  thofe 
are  the  viflims  of  them,  on  the  other  hand  alter- 
7  excite,  according  to  perfons  or  circumftances, 
ie  indignation,  pity,  or  laughter  of  the  philofopher 
ho  contemplates  them.  What  event,  for  inftance 
mid  more  properly  give  rife  to  thefe  reflexions,  than 

d  M°"°"  1 M,  d’Arge"for> ?  Though  of  an  ancien” 
d  Uftrious.  family,  we  fee  him  firft  obliged,  by  the 

rnUnels  of  his  income,  to  be  a  petty  judf  e  of  a  pro! 

nceL  aftlyrwarcis,  finking  all  his  fortune  to  purchafe 

Se  f°f,^after  0f  *  then  pafli^g  on t 

litdr  ra  ;V*Ut.env,t  °f  the  PoIice>  an  employment" 
little  confideratton  * ;  and  from  thence  raifed  at  once 

^3  to 

*  The  duties  of  Lieutenant  of  the  Police,  in  Paris  were  fnr 
rjy  joined  to  thofs  of  “  Lieutenant  civil.”  They  were  fenara”* 
m  kvom  of  M.  de  la  Reynie,  to  whom  fucceedcd  M.  tPArl 
]*«[•  ^  ■>  ‘o  this  M.  de  la  Reynie,  who  watr-cominL 

My  his  devoirs  to  the  F,rft  Pref.dent  du  Harlay,  that  the  hTteT 
opening  his  door,  faid  no  tnore  than  thefe  words  ‘•Safety* 

paoft  was’a 'fhat’t-  A  “““  ^ich  proves  hW  S 
polt  was  at  that  time,  and  how  much  dcfpifecL 


i 
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to  the  higheft  dignity  of  the  law,  and  becoming*  in 
the  hierarchy  of  Adminiftration,  the  firft  perfon  in  the 
Rate  after  the  King  !  One  would  not  imagine,  that  a 
magiilracy  of  fo  inferior  a  nature,  effentially  furrounded 
with  the  vileft  rabble,  having  the  mold  immediate  and 
continual  connexions  with  the  lowed;  clafs  of  people,, 
abforbed  in  a  multitude  of  petty,  trifling,  and  diftin- 
guifhing  details,  calculated  rather  to  contraX  and  ex- 
tinguilla  genius,  than  to  unfold  or  give  birth  to  it  ;  one 
would  not  imagine,  I  fay,  that  fuch  a  magiftracy  could 
poffiibly  be  the  fchool  in  which  a  great  Ivlinifter  wa s 
formed  ,*  and  that  this  ftriking  difcovery  fhould  foon  have 
been  the  caufe  of  choofing  perfons  indifcriminately 
from  the  fame  fituation,  to  place  them  at  the  head  of 
the  magiftracy,  the  finances,  or  the  navy. 

The  means  by  which  M.  dArgenfon  acquired  his 
honours,  and  obtained  the  confidence  of  the  Regent, 
were  not  lefs  furprifing,  both  in  their  nature  and  in 
their  contrariety.  On  the  one  hand,  it  was  the  infa¬ 
mous  zeal  with  which  the  Lieutenant  of  the  Police 
had  ferved  this  Prince  in  his  debaucheries,  either  in 
procuring  him  the  propereft  objeXs  to  contribute  to  his 
pleafures,  or  in  taking  care  that  thofe  pleafures  were 
not  difturbed,  and  that  his  auguft  perfon  fhould  always 
be  fecure,  in  places  the  mold  fufpicious  and  the  mod 
dangerous  ;  or  in  fpreading  an  officious  veil  over  his 
orgies  and  his  libertinifm,  that  nothing  of  this  kind 
might  reach  the  ears  of  Lewis  XIV.  On  the  othei 
hand,  it  was  the  hypocritical  dexterity  with  which  he 
had  feconded  the  rage  of  the  Jefuits  againft  their  ad- 
verfaries,  by  encouraging  that  dreadful  inquifitior 
which  took  place  towards  the  end  of  the  reign  o; 
Lewis  XIV  *.  by  fetting  up  a  fcrupulous  attention  tc 
the  reformation  of  manners,  an  indefatigable  vigilanct 

*  This  inquifition  was  fuch,  that  no  one  dared  eat  meat  up.01 
fifh-days;  and,  in  order  to  deceive  the  fpies  of  the  Police,  wh 
were  continually  roaming  about,  as  it  were,  to  fmell  the  kitchen.* 
with  intention  to  mark  the  fcandalizing  perfons,  thofe  who  tranf 
grafted  the  precepts,  caufed  herrings  to  be  broiled  under  the  door 
the  ftrong  fmell  of  which  feizing  the  noftrils  of  thefe  emiiTarie? 
rendered  them  the  dupes  of  this  artifice. 
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if)  difeovering  crimes,  and  an  inflexible  feverity  in  pun- 
iflrmg  them  ;  and  by  being  guilty  of  numberlefs  cruel¬ 
ties  againft  the  Janfeniif,  with  which  they  reproached 
him. 

1  nis,  in  a  word,  was  the  fame  man  agninft  whom 
his  numerous  enemies  had  nearly  prevailed  at  the 
death  or  Lewis  l&V  ;  who  was  accufed  of  malverfa- 
tion  and  peculation;  whom  the  Chamber  of  ] iilfice 
was  going  to  profecute  *  ;  and  whom  their  Attorney 
General  had  proclaimed  and  clafied  amona  the  moil 
contemptible  contractors.  * 

1  he  veracity  of  hiftory  obliges  us  however  to  ac¬ 
knowledge,  that  M.  d’Argenfon,  though  one  of  thofe 
uanng  men,  without  morals,  reftraint,  or  re’Lion 
who  know  neither  crimes  nor  virtues  but  as  the v°  are 
deemed  fo  by  their  fupe.riors,  men  who  have  fince  been 
energetically  defigned  under  the  name  of  roues  de  la 
Lourf,  was  notwih  Handing  po  fib  fled  of  very  eminent 
and  very  rare  qualities  for  adminiftration.  Undoubt- 
edly  if  the  Regent  had  not  difeovered  them,  he 
would  fit  11  ha.ve  left  him  in  his  poll,  where  he  might 
always  have  been  ferviceable  to  him  in  his  amours,  or 
n  his  plans  of  refentment,  and  would  not  have  called 
11111  up  near  his  perfon.  His  merit  had  been  confpi- 
•uous  J11  the  P/eceding  reign  ;  and  Madame  de  Main- 
enon  had  availed  herfelf  of  this  pretext,  to  determine 
.ewis  XIV.  to  keep  him  to  his  poll  of  Lieutenant  of 
ne  P?llce>  b7  extending  his  fundions  to  important 
■ommiifioDs,  which  required  a  greater  ft  are  of  confi- 

jha?  Ufu^'  Never  man  perhaps  been 
>oilehed  of  a  genius  more  comprehenfive  and  more  dif- 

penetration  he  joined  folidity,  and  to  activity 
facility  oi  labour  Befide  this,  his  judgment  was 
xqmfite,  and.  his  wit  hvely  5  he  knew  every  thing  he 
/'ould  give  him i elf  the  trouble  to  learn.  The  Regent 
ad  the  greateft  reafon  to  be  fatisfied  with  having  em- 

^  4  ployed 

*  M..de  Fourqueux,  the  fame  who  was  at  the  Repent’s  houfe 
mentioned  above  M.  Portail,  Prefident  a  Mo- tier  had Z  fe 
:en  one  of  the  Prefidents  of  the  Chamber  of  Jy Pice.  ’ 

f  The  gallows  people  of  the  Comt- 
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ployed  fuch  a  Minifter ;  he  got  more  ground  in  a  few 
hours  conference  with  him,  than  he  had  hitherto  done 
with  all  the  reft.  As  he  was  particularly  to  take 
charge  of  the  finances,  M.  d’Argenfon  confeerated 
whole  days,  and  a  great  part  of  the  night,  to  the  care 
©f  this  department. .  He  gave  audience  as  early  as 
chree  o’clock  in  the  morning  ;  but  the  more  he  ftudied 
his  department,  the  more  was  he  fenfible  of  the  impof- 
fibility  of  diminifhing  the  taxes  and  paying  the  debts. 
Confequently,  the  four  fous*  per  livre  f,  that  had 
been  taken  off  at  the  beginning  of  the  Regency,  were 
renewed  all  pofts  and  offices,  created  fince  1689, 
were  reduced  to  four  per  cent,  as  much  with  regard  to 
the  original  taxes,  as  to  the  fucceeding  impofitions. 
At  length,  to  raife  the  income  of  the  fait,  one  of  the 
jnoft  certain  revenues  of  the  kingdom,  a  number  of 
privileges  granted  on  this  object  were  retrenched,  and 
$he  others  were  reduced.  The  French,  who  were  not 
yet  accuftomed  to  thefe  vexations  of  the  Miniftry,  foon 
curfed  the  government  they  had  at  firft  admired  and 
Jblefled.  But  this  was  only  the  prelude  to  greater  evils 
Which  they  were  to  experience. 

'  The  firft  Operation  of  the  Chief  of  the 
1718.  Council  of  Finance,  had  been  a  treaty  with 

1 1  Ftb.  fome  merchants  of  St.  Malo,  obliging  them 
to  fnrnifti  the  King  with  two  millions  of 
filver  in  bars,  for  which  they  were  to  be  paid  in  coin 
at  33  livres  the  marc.  -This  filver  was  deftined  to 
ftrike  fome  new  coin,  with  which  the  old  coin  was  to 
be  taken  up  ;  and  the  rate  to  which  the  firft  coin  was 
raifed,  was  fo  calculated,  that  by  receiving  four-fifths 
in  filver  of  the  new  coin,  and  one-fifth  in  paper,  the 
Kino-  returned  only  what  he  had  received  in  fpecific 
■value  X  :  So  that  this  revolution  woulcUiave  been  very 

ufeful, 

*  Two- pence. 

•f  Ten  pence. 

X  He  returned  Iefs  even  according  to  the  remonftrances  of  the 
Parliament  of  the  2,7th  June.  The  following  is  the  paragtaph. 

“  An  individual  brings  to  the  Mint  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
*  five  marcs  of  filver,  which  make  5000  livres,  at  the  rate 

*4° 
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tifeful,  in  annihilating  in  a  fhort  time  all  the  bill s  of 
the  fbite,  if  the  King  had  not  naturally  been  obliged 
to  take  back  the  new  coin  at  the  value  he  had  put  upon 
it.  This  inconvenience  was  forefeen,  and  it  was  the 
plan  of  government  to  remedy  it,  by  taking  up  im¬ 
perceptibly  all  the  fpecie,  and  fubftitut-ing  paper  to  it. 
In  order  to  compafs  this,  divers  means  were  employed, 
which  were,  to  keep  the  coin  in  continual  agitation 
and  uncertainty,  fo  as  even  to  brings  money  into  dis¬ 
credit,  and  to  infpire  the  greateft  confidence  in  bank 
bills,  and  in  the  funds  of  the  Weftern  Company,  by  a 
remarkable  preference  and  an  afloniiliing  circulation  of 
their  effects :  for  thefe  two  recent  efta- 
blifhments,  though  to  appearance  fepa-  Mayiy\6, 
rate,  yet  formed  for  the  fame  objebt  and  and  Au- 
diredted  by  the  fame  hand,  were  equally  guji  ijij* 
to  contribute  to  the  views,  advancement, 
and  Support  of  the  fyftem  of  which  they  were  the  ba~ 
fis,  and  which  foon  began  to  unfold  itfelf,  as  we  Shall 
prefently  fee. 

The  parliament,  who  had  no  fufpicions,  began  to 
open  their  eyes,  when  they  perceived,  that  the  ope¬ 
rations  of  the  Miniftr^  were  kept  concealed  from  them, 
and  that  a  regifter  merely,  was  entered  in 
the  Court  of  the  Mint,  of  that  important. edidt,  i  May. 
which  ordained  a  general  melting  down  and 
a  confiderable  augmentation  of  the  Specie..  Elated 
with  the  right  of  remonftrating,  that  had  been  reftor- 
ed  to  them,  and  with  the  kind  of  viblory  they  had 
obtained  over  the  Council  of  Regency,  whofe  decree, 
which  was  unfavourable  to  the  honorary  rights  of  that 
court*,  the  Duke  of  Orleans  had  torn  ;  they  perfuaded 
themfelves,  that  their  remonftrance  would  be  efFebtual, 
and  proceeded  accordingly.  The  public  would  cer- 

C  5  tainly 

“  40  livres  the  marc,  and  2000  livres  In  bilk  of  date;  he  re- 
“  ceives  7000  livres  in  new  fpecie,  which  weigh  no  more  than 

ji6  marcs  of  filver  :  of  courfe,  he  loies  nine  marcs  upon  the 

hundred  and  twenty-five  be  has  brought,  and  the  whole  of  his 
li  bills  of  date.’* 

*  We  (hall  fee  hereafter  what  this  decree  was,  which  pafied  is 
'&*.nur  of  the  Dukgc. 
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tainly  have  given  them  credit  for  their  zeal,  if  the  ill- 
temper  of  the  Company,  on  account  of  M.  d’Aguef- 
feau  s  exile,  had  not  greatly  contributed  to  excite  it  ; 
for  almoit  all  the  fleps  taken  by  Parliament,  even  the 
mod  patriotic  to  appearance,  are  ever  directed  by 
foine  private  fpring,  which  fooner  or  later  manifefbs 
idell.  Plowever  this  may  be,  they  began  by  renewing 
tiiofe  celebrated  decrees  of  union,  which  are  employ¬ 
ed  in  times  of  commotion.  They  invited  the  Cham¬ 
ber  of  Accounts,  the  Court  of  Excile,  and  of  the  Mint, 
to  fend  deputies  to  concur  in  the  mod  effectual  mea- 
iures  for  the  public  good  ;  and  while  they  were  wait¬ 
ing  the  effedt  of  thefe  invitations,  they  ordered,  that 
the  body  or  Bankers  and  Merchants  iliould  inceflantly 
be  heard.  The  Regent,  enraged  at  the  oppofition 
that  was  preparing,  had  recourfe  to  the  expedient  fo 
often  referred  to  fince  ;  he  fent  letters  de  cachet  for¬ 
bidding  the -courts  to  hold  any  deliberation  upon  the 
requisitions  made,  or  to  be  made,  by  the  Parliament. 

The  Parliament,  however,  was  not  difeouraged  £ 
and  having  made  fome  fruitlefs  reprefen- 
iS  June,  tations,  fet  down  fome  remonftrances  in  writ¬ 
ing,  and  blued  a  proviiionai'y  decree,  which 
fufpended  the  execution  of  the  edift,  till  it  fhoukl  be 
the  King's  pleafure  to  judge  of  it.  This  decree  was 
annulled  by  another  of  the  Council  of 
20th  June.  State,  to  which  the  Parliament  paid  no 
attention  :  they  even  refufed  to  read  it,  as 
well  as  a  letter  de  cachet  which  the  King’s  Council 
Jiad  left  at  the  office,  and  gave  dill  ftronger  orders 
that  their  own  decree  iliould  be  executed.  It  became 
neceilary  to  furround  the  Court  of  the  Mint  with 
guards,  and  force  prevented  the  law  from  taking 
place.  The  Regent  did  not  the  lefs  hear  their  reite¬ 
rated  complaints.  He  was  alfo  obliged  to  liilen  to 
thofe  of  the  other  courts;  and  it  is  upon  one  of  thefe 
occafions  that  a  remarkable  anecdote  is  reported, 
which  proves  how  much  prefence  of  mind  in  a  man  in 
officers  fometimes  neceffiary  to  check  the  infults  of  au¬ 
thority.  One  dav,  the  Duke  of  Orleans,  tired  with 
ib  many  ohftacles,  gave  the  Magiftrate  who  had  been 

,  fueakiiiT 

*  A 
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fpeaking  to  him,  a  brutal  anfwer,  and  in  a  tone  of 
vulgarity, which  he  fometimes  gave  way  to  in  the  height 
of  his  pailion  *,  The  reprefentative  of  his  Company 
without  being  difconcerted,  replied  :  Does  your  High - 
nefs  command  that  this  anjnver  Jhould  he  regiftered  ? 
The  Prince,  whom  this  gravity  brought  to  himfelf, 
changed  his  language,  and  expreffed  himfelf  with  the 
dignity  that  became  him. 

The  ferment  continued  increafing,  and  the  Parlia¬ 
ment  adopted  other  meafures,  which  were  lo  much 
the  more  remarkable,  as  they  had  not  lor  a  long  time 
taken  any  of  the  kind.  They  held  extraordinary 
meetings  ;  they  ordered,  that  the  Provo  ft  of  the  Mer¬ 
chants,  and  the  Sheriffs,  ihould  attend,  to  inquire  in 
what  ftate  was  the  payment  of  the  annuities,  and  if 
the  four  fousf  per  livre  J  were  continued  to  be  ap¬ 
plied  with  ftriftnefs  to  this  purpofe.  They  went  If  ill 
further:  they  took  into  their  confideration  the  Bank, 
of  which  Law  was  the  manager,  and  deliberated 
whether  it  were  proper  that  the  King’s  treafure  fihould 
be  adminiftered  by  a  foreigner.  Upon  this, 
they  publifhed  a  decree,  which,  confining  22  Au guff. 
the  Bank  within  the  limits  of  its  firft 
eftabliihment,  forbade  the  manager  of  it  to  intermeddle 
in  any  manner  in  the  adminiftration  of  the  King’s  trea¬ 
fure  ;  and  iffued  the  fame  prohibition  to  all  foreigners, 

even.' 

*  Go  and  be  d- . .  This  is  the  purport  of  what  we  find  itT 

u  the  petition  of  the  Nobility,”  fbund  among  the  papers  of  the 
Prince  of  Cellamare. 

44  The  Parliament,  the  only  Company  in  the  kingdom  that  has 
w  the  liberty  of  fpeaking  •  this  Company,  which  has  been  ac- 
44  knowledged  to  have  the  power  of  bellowing  the  Regency,  to- 
44  which  public  promts  have  been  given,  that  the  intention  was 
44  only  to  have  the  dlfpenfation  of  favours,  and  that  ail  deter- 
44  minations  on  affairs  fliould  be  taken  by  majority  of  votes;  this 
44  Company  I  fay,  is  not  only  refufed  to  be  heard,  but  44  Decency 
il  forbids  us  to  repeat  to  your  Majefly  the  terms,  equally  fhame- 
44  ful  and  injurious,  in  which  an  anfwer  has  been  given  to  a  private 
tc  conference  with  the  King’s  Council.”  The  regiflers  of  the  Par- 
44  liaraent  will  bear  wit  nefs  of  this  to  the  remotefl  poflerity.” 

•f  About  two  pence, 

%  Ten  pence. 


*  • 
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even  fuch  as  were  naturalized  ;  they  alfo  rendered  all 
the  accountable  officer.?,  who  had  converted  any  part 
,  ls  treafare  into  Bank  bills,  refpe&ively  guarantees 
and  refponfible  for  the  fame.  They  caufea  an  order 
o  e  delivered  to  the  Attorney  General,  that  he  fhould 
guard  againfl  any  oppofuion  that  might  be  made  to 
the  faid  decree.  They  would  not  aliow  that  any  af- 
hgnment  or  payment  made  to  the  Court,  whether  at 
e  becretary^  or  any  other  office,  fhould  be  received 
other  wife  than  in  the  old  fpecie.  And  laftly,  they 
l  iued  a  fummons  for  the  perional  appearance  of  this 
lame  Law,  who  had  gained  the  greatefl  afcendant 
over  the  minci  ot  the  Regent. 

Such  a  conduct  would  necefTarily  bring  on  a  Bed 
of  Juftice,  which  was  accordingly  holden  at 
ZuAig.  the  Palace  of  the  Tuilleries.  The  Parlia¬ 
ment,  in  their  red  robes,  came  there  on  foot 
the  number  of  165  members,  having  the  Prefident 
de  Novion  at  their  head.  The  firft  ftep  taken  tW 
\vas  to  have  Ad.  d’Argenfon  acknowledged  Keeper  of 
tne  Seals  and  Vice-Chancellor.  M.  d’Argenfon  then 
made  a  very  violent  fpeech  againfl  the  members  pre¬ 
sent,  in  which  he  reproached  them  with  carrying  their 
^eiigns  fo  far  as  to  pretend,  that  the  King  could  da 
nothing  without  the  confent  of  his  Parliament,  and 
that  the  Parliament  might  ifFue  what  orders  they  pleaf- 
«d,  without  waiting  for  the  commands  or  confent  of 
bis  Majefly..  This  fpeech  was  followed  by  an  edift, 
bearing  an  injun&ion  to  that  Court,  to  confine  them- 
felves  to  the  adminiftratfon  of  juftice  towards  the 
King’s  fubjefts,  and  not  upon  any  pretence  to  inter¬ 
fere  in  affairs  of  flate  or  finance,  with  a  prohibition  to 
&iake  any  remonflrances  on  thefe  points. 

This  violent  blow  given  to  th^  authority  of  the 
Parliament,  was  followed  by  another,  which  complet¬ 
ed  thehr  humiliation.  It  had  tranfpired,  that,  at  their 
meeting  the  next  day,  where,  according  to  the  con- 
ftant  and  ever  ufelefs  cuflom,  they  had  entered  pro¬ 
teins  againfl  every  thing  which  had  palled,  fome  of 
their  memoers  had  fpoken  their  fentiments  with  a 
great  deal  of  warmth,  had  oven  Indulged  them- 
*  •  felves 
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'ifelves  in  Tome  odious  iv flexions  refpefting  the  prefer- 
vation  of  the  King’s  perfon,  uponoccafion  of  fhe  Duke 
du  Maine’s  difgrace,  of  which  we  fliall  fpeak  prefent- 
lj.  That  very  nigh{,  the  ^refident  cte  Blamont,  and 
Meffrs.  Feydeau,  de  Galande,  and  de  Saint-Martin, 
Counfellors,  were  carried  off  into  exile.  In  vain  did 
their  Company,  which  had  lately  fuffered  five  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  higher  nobility  to  be  carried  oif  without 
murmuring,  alk  for  the  reftoration  of  their  own  :  the 
anfwer  was,  that  thefe  were  affairs  of  (late,  which  re¬ 
quired  filence  and  feerecy.  In  vain  did  the  Parliament 
liifpend  their  functions,  and  fend  deputies  to  the  fami¬ 
lies  of  their  exiled  members  to  compliment  them  ;  no 
notice  was  taken  of  the  compliments,  but  an  order  was 
fent  to  them  to  continue  their  functions  ;  and  they 
were  obliged  to  fubmit,  that  they  might  obtain  the  re¬ 
calling  of  their  members,  who  did  not  however  return 
till  three  months  after. 

In  all  this  conduct  of  the  Parliament,  which  fo  far 
would  have  been  admirable,  and  would  have  produc¬ 
ed  the  happieft  effects,  by  the  overthrow  of  the  Bank, 
and  of  its  fatal  confequences,  there  was  but  one  efr- 
cumftance  wanting :  they  Ihould  have  remembered, 
that  in  occafions  of  this  importance  they  can  do  nothing 
by  themfelves  ;  that  their  only  refource  is  to  remain 
in  an  entirely  paflive  ftate,  and  confine  themfelves  to 
demand  that  the  feveral  orders  of  which  they  are  tha 
reprefentatives,  fliould  be  affembled,  merely  to  expos¬ 
tulate  againft  any  encroachments  on  their  rights.  But 
the  pride  of  Parliament  always  prevents  them  from 
making  fuch  a  confeffion,  and  their  want  of  power 
obliges  them,  fooner  or  later,  to  yield  to  compulffve 
authority.  Such  was  the  event  upon  this  occafiom 
The  Duke  of  Orleans  having  difeovered  by  this  expe¬ 
riment,  the  fubmiffive  and  refpe&ful  difpofitions  of  the 
nation,  was  no  longer  under  any  kind  of  reftraint:  he 
attempted  and  performed  more  than  any  King  had  ever 
done.  During  the  holding  of  this  fame  Bed  of  Juftice, 
the  Parliament  had  received  another  mortification,  in 
fome  fort  more  fenfibly  felt  than  this,  inafmuch  as  it 
overthrew  their  etiquette,  of  which  tkey  are  fo  jea- 
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lous,  or  rather  it  annihilated  a  pretenfion  they  had  fet 
up  againil  the  Dukes  and  Peers. 

I  he  Dukes  and  Peers  not  being  in  a  fituatioft  to  ap¬ 
pear  at  the  Court  of  Parliament  during  the  long  reign 
ot  Lewis  X-V.  as  foon  as  the  King  was  dead,  the  Par¬ 
liament  determined  the  ceremonial  that  was  to  take 
place  at  their  meeting  concerning  the  Regency,  and 
decreed,  that  the  fuifrages  of  the  Dukes  and  Peers 
fliould  not  be  allowed,  unlefs  they  give  them  Handing 
and  uncovered.  T  he  D  :kes  and  Peers  had  obtained 
the  year  following,  from  the  Council  of  Regency,  a 
decifion  in  their  favour  ;  namely  that  when  affairs  of 
the  public  right  were  in  agitation,  the  Parliament 
fhould  be  obliged  ;o  fummon  the  Peers,  and  to  make 
mention  of  their  prefence  in  their  decrees,  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  words:  the  Court  being  fufficiently  farnt/hed 
with  Peers  ;  that  when  they  deliberated  upon  affairs 
relative  to  the  Peers,  nothing  fliould  be  decided  with¬ 
out  convoking  them  ;  that  the  decree  above-mentioned, 
fliould  be  confidered  as  null  ;  and  that  the  Peers,  in 
delivering  their  fuffrages,  fhould  have  the  fame  right 
as  the  Prefidents.  But  the  Duke  of  Orleans,  who 
at  that  time  wifhed  to  be  upon  goof  terms  with  the 
Parliament,  caufed  the  decree  of  the  Council  of  Re¬ 
gency  to  be  withdrawn.  Upon  this  occalion,  on  the 
contrary,  he  had  a  declaration  regiftered,  which  re- 
ffored  to  the  Dukes  and  Peers,  the  rank  and  the  prero¬ 
gatives  of  which  they  had  been  deprived  ;  that  is  to 
fay,  they  were  reftored  to  the  right  of  precedency  over 
the  Prefldents  a  Mortier,  and  were  to  give  their  opi¬ 
nions  before  them,  in  the  lame  poifure,  and  fituation. 

The  Duke  du  Maine,  who  during  this  quarrel  was* 
fufpected  of  being  fecretly  leagued  with  the  Parlia¬ 
ment,  both  for  his  own  refloration,  and  the  mutual 
gratification  of  their  ambition,  got  nothing  by  it  but 
fharne.  Another  declaration  was  publifhed,  which  re¬ 
trained  the  legitimated  Princes  to  the  rank  of  their 
Peerage,  except  the  Count  of  Touloufe,  to  whom,  in 
confideration  of  his  fervices,  and  of  his  eminent  qua¬ 
lities,  the  fame  rank  he  had  hitherto  enjoyed,  was 
preferved and>  as  if  this  degradation  were  not  a.  fuf- 

ficient 
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ficient  puniiliment,  the  Duke  dn  Maine  was  alfo  de¬ 
prived  of  the  fuperintendance  of  the  King’s  education; 
which  was  transferred  to  the  Duke  of  Bourbon,  upon 
hi*  reprefentaiion. 

The  difpute  of  the  Peers  with  the  Parliament  arofe 
from  much  greater  pretenfions  which  <hey  made. 
They  were  endeavouring  in  fome  meafure  to  concen¬ 
trate  within  themielves  all  the  order  o'  Nobility  ;  at 
leaf!:,  at  the  beginning  of  the  rei^n,  they  had  wiihed 
to  place  themfelves  at  the  head  of  that  body,  and  to 
prefent  themfelves  to  the  new  King  as  much  luperior 
to  it  in  rank.  They  caufed  fome  writings  to  be  pub- 
lifhed,  in  which  we  read  with  indignation,  that  it  be¬ 
longs  to  the  Peers  to  decide  upon  the  differences  rei- 
pedting  the  fucceflion  to  the  Crown,  and  the  Regen¬ 
cies  ;  that  it  is  their  province  to  regulate  the  import¬ 
ant  affairs  of  the  State ;  that  they  are  the  natural 
judges,  and  chiefs  of  the  Nobility,  to  whom  they  are 
very  much  fuperior  ;  that  they  form  a  diftindt  and  fe- 
parate  body  from  them  ;  and  that  the  right  of  repre- 
fenting  the  antient  Peers,  at  the  King’s  coronation,  is  z 
prerogative  only  due,  after  the  Princes  of  the  blood, 
to ‘the  Peers  of  France. 

The  Nobility,  juflly  Blocked  at  thefe  affertions, 
equally  injurious  and  deftitute  of  foundation,,  were  pre¬ 
paring  to  expostulate.  Already  had  fome  of  their  molt 
antient,  and  moft  diilinguifhed  members  *,  prefented  a 
very  ftrong  petition,  wherein  they  complained,  that 
the  Peers  affedted  in  fome  fort  to  affimilate  themfelves 
to  the  Princes  of  the  blood  ;  and  intreated  the  King  to 
order  that  they  fhould  henceforward  be  retrained  to 
the  enjoyment  of  thofe  rights,  which  the  edidt  of  171 1 
acknowledges  to  belong  to  them.  But  this  league  was 
diflolved  by  a  decree  of  council,  wherein  it  was  deelar-v 
ed,  that  without  any  intention  to  violate  the  rights, 
privileges,  and  prerogatives  of  the  Nobility,  which 
iliould  be  preferved  to  them,  as  being  that  bodv  in 

which 

*  The  Count  de  Chatillon,  Knight  of  the  Order  of  the  Holy 
Ghoft;  the  Marquis  of  Liftenai,  Knight  of  the  Golden  Fleece-* 
the  Marquis  of  Conflans  •  the  Counts  of  Laval,  Mailly,  Haute-? 
fort,  Montmorency,  See* 
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v-4ich  the  princip .]  force  of  the  date  confided,  yet  an 
alTociation  contrary  to  public  order  could  not  be  futfer- 
ed  ;  that  the  Nobility  ought  neither  o  form  themfelves 
iiho  a  body,  r  or  to  dg”  petitions  in  common,  without 
tne  exprefs  permiflion  of  the  King,  whore  affe&ion  for 
them  was  a  ftronger  claim  than  all  their  remonftrances, 
I  hefe  n range  maxims,  which  have  been  fince  confi- 
dered  by  the  fupporters  of  Royal  authority,  as  incon- 
teltule,  might  then  have  lulfered  much  contradiction  ^ 
ut  the  compliments  with  which  they  were  accompa¬ 
nied,  maoe  them  pals,  and  the  Nobility  feemed,  by 
their  filence  and  tranquillity,  to  approve  them. 

The  Parliament  had  carried  matters  dill  further: 
they  had  published  a  memorial  *,  in  which,  after  hav¬ 
ing  dated  their  pretenfions,  they  examined  into  the 
origin  of  mod  of  the  Dukes  and  Peers,  and  made  it  ap¬ 
pear,  that  their  families  were  modern,  and  that  they 
had  grafted  themfelves  upon  the  antient  families,  whofe 
names  they  had  afiumed.  The  perfons  mod  roughly 
handled  in  this  memorial,  were  the  Dukes  of  Luvnes, 
of  Noailles,  of  Gefvres,  and  of  Villeroi.  The  firft  of 
thefe,  according  to  this  publication,  is  defeended  from 
a  haberdafher  of  Provence  ;  the  fecond,  from  a  dew¬ 
ard  of  the  real  lioufe  of  Noailles,  which  £ja vs  birth  to 
le  Captal  de  Bndes,  the  famous  rival  of  Bertrand  dll 
Guefclin.  The  two  others,  among  their  ancedors, 
not  very  remote,  reckon  two  notaries.  This  lad  cir~ 
cumdance  was  in  faCt  already  known  by  an  anecdote 
of  the  Court  of  Parliament.  At  the  reception  of  Mar¬ 
shal  Luxembourg  in  Parliament,  there  was  a  difpute. 
upon  the  lubject  of  precedency  between  him  and1  the 
Dukes  of  Gefvres  and  Villeroi.  The  Lawyer,  who 
pleaded  his  caufe,  faid  merely,  * Tis  very  furprifing , 
Gentlemen ,  that  the  defendants  of  tvjo  notaries,  who 
have  formerly  figned  the  contract  of  marriage  of  Mar /ha  l 
Luxembourg  s  great  grandfather,  Jhould  at  this  day  dif¬ 
pute 

*  We  fhall  infert  hereafter,  among  the  pieces  fervmg-  to  iiluf- 
irate  this  hiftory,  “  the  Memorials  of  the  Parliament  againft  the 
“  Dukes;”  it  is  a  very  fcarce  piece;  never  before  printed,  and 
which  the  Dukes  would  be  glad  to  deftroy.  It  will  be  found  un¬ 
der  N°.  II. 


fiute  -with  him  the  point  of  precedency  !  He  jufofied  the 
afiLTon  by  producing  the  contract,  figned  Neu,nlle 

al"under  fo  tempeftuous  a  Regency,  when  all  parties 
were  almoft  equally  difeontented,  and  inclined  to  unite 
againft  the  Duke  of  Orleans,  it  would  have  been  fur- 
pfifing  if  fome  confpiracy  had  not  been  ‘orme  O 
change  the  Adminiftration,  and  fupplant  the  Chief. 
But  the  lingular  circumftance  is,  that  the  plot  came 
‘from  a  Monarch,  who  was  Himfelf  fcarce  feated on  A 
foreign  throne,  of  which  his  competitor  confidered  him 
as  the  ufurper,  and  who  was  fo  far  from  attending  to 
the  means  of  fixing  himfelf  in  it,  that  he  was  endea* 
vouring  to  pave  the  way  for  his  acceflion  to  another, 
which§he  had  renounced.  Such  was  the  lituatmn  of 
the  King  of  Spain,  when  the  confpiracy  of  the  rmce 
of  Cdlamare  Phis  Ambaffador  at  the  Court  of 
Was  difeovered,  and  by  a  fortunate  cafualty,  prevented. 

His  R.  H.  had  indeed  received  the  firft  informations 
•f  this  from  Londen;  but  thefe  were  fo  vague,  that 
they  only  ferved  to  raife  his  alarms ;  nor  was  it  Pebble 
for  M.  d’Argenfon,  his  faithful  confidant,  notwithftand- 
lng  all  his  penetration,  to  deleft  a  plot  carrier,  on  with 
fo  much  fecrecy.  Every  thing  was  ready  for  the i  exe¬ 
cution  of  the  projeft,  which  waited  only  for  the  lalt 

orders  from  the  Court  of  Madrid. 

Thefe,  the  Abbe  Porto-Carrero.  agent  of  the  Prince 
of  Cellamare,  was  going  in  quell  of:  he  was  riding 
poll:  in  a  chaife,  which  'was  overturned  near  Poitiers 
in  palling  a  ford  :  the  fear  he  betrayed,  when  he  was 
in  danger  oflofing  his  trunk,  was  fo  great,  that  he  ex- 
pofed  his  life  in  attempting  to  recover  it :  upon  whiefe 
a  fufpicion  arofe  of  its  containing  papers  of  importance. 
His  perfon  was  immediately  fecured,  and  his  trunk 
difpatched  to  the  Regent.  It  contained  all  the  paper*, 
relative  to  the  enterprize.  The  Prince  lhuddered_  at 
the  fight  of  the  danger  ro  which  he  had  been  expoled. 
The  Amb-iffador  of  his  Catholic  Majeftv,  the  Duke 
and  Dutchefs  Du  Maine,  the  Punce  of  Dombes  and 
the  Count  d’Eu,  with  their  children  and  principal  at- 
.  pendants,  were  taken  up.  Several  other  confpirators 
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pi  q  ^  'T1  ’ 

traites,  Lords,  and'ptfo^of ^  ®iihoPs>  Magif- 
r'evcr  all  been  fen<W °f  evF>’  ftation  •  who  have 
a  Council  of  Regency  h  ,.C!U]Pe  t,le  Abbe  Dubois,  in 
01  tile  confpirators,  his  RV‘!’f  AS'Un  ',°5fad  Renames 

tented  hi.nfelf  with  fa  vino-"  It  Pped  h,m'  He  co„- 
v’er7  n>uch  furprifed  to  fee  .  Jt  one  would  have  been 

thole  perfena^hoS  he  £d"S  !  0°  “  oF 

earned  l,is  aiav„aj,;mi(  ,7  r  oaded  wlth  favours.  He 

fpare  them  the  humiliation  off  *  -°  “f’  that  he  wou]d 
perfuaded  that  by  this  ™  ‘  Acing  tor  pardon,  being; 
back  ,o  their  ofiience  ^  ^  M°S  ^ 

ffch  precife  orders,  and  took  ?Tnt.gave  ffiorec''^ 

that  every  thing  remain^H  •  uch  proper  meafures, 

racy  was  onlv^ known  h^1^’  31?d  lhat  lhe  con*pi~ 
to  publi/h  for  his  Own  ii  W^at  he  bought  proper 
tHe  ftate  haftenti Z^TlT^  ^  or?™  * 

py  difeovery.  The  Cardinal  ‘n’i?l'P0n  LllJS  *laP~ 

Jaft  ;  faj4  l  r  r  na 1  Noailies  was  not  the 

/^Xf2h,LT:  to,offer  ‘\yr  R-H-  ^ 

facetious  perfon  obferved  T  t  Pp°n  t‘!ls>  f°rne 
other.  With  regard  to  ’rh/!  °ne  Wf  aS  g°°d  as  the 
heard  publicly  ^declare  •  V  /°°PS’  ‘hf  °*Cers  were 

karts  /hall  t teak  in  the  V  ''  •  *  °S  >^e  Du^e  °f  ®r~ 

if  he  /Imd  ffpeak  on  l  T  W  wil1  obey  him  s 

4  fad  ,a  Jl  ak0nb  "l  hts°™>  ™ Aould  f?e  ,'shat 

on^perfonoOb'e6  obJea  was  f0  fcize  up- 

of  Orleans  un^e  ,  P°TS  K,"S  an<1  that  of  tlle  Duke 
wasnotm’fafetv  wIP!  t"Ce’  hat  his  Mar%’s  life 
Prince,  intereftld  in  tl  he  was,at  ^  dilpof/l  of  a 
of  doing  it.  aftefhis1?!  cng  h,'sdaPs’  and  capable 
dom  wire  io  be  c^oLed  ll's  1  K 

fi^rtheaL?tlCf&e^IV  ef 

S  :/.■  nfi “■»'< if 

,  which  were  too  repugnant  to  the  interefts 

of 


France,  the  Empwor^'anH^F  a,CCe?e  ,to  ^'s  treatY  between 
i;i5.  Empcr or,  and  England,  ’till  the  16 th  of  February 
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of  Spain  *  But  there  was  another  article  Axil  more 
myiterious,  which  would  not  have  been  difclofed  till 
after  the  event:  this  was,  in  cafe  01  the  death  oi  Ly.v- 
is  XV  or  of  the  extinction  ot  his  line,  that  t.ie  houte  01 
Orleans  lhould  be  excluded  from  the.  fuccefilon  to  the 
Crown,  which  Ihovld  devolve  to  one  of  the  children  of 
his  Catholic  Majefty;  and,  to  render,  m  feme  tort,  tne 
whole  nation  an  accomplice  ot  this  great  revolution, 
their  complaints  were  to  be  attended  to,  and  a  prom,  e 
was  made  to  re-eftablitli  the  com  upon  its  ant  lent  foot¬ 
ing  ;  to  deilroy  the  Bank,  or  to  circundcnbe  u  within 
its  firft  limits  ;  and,  in  a  word,  to  reorets  every  gnev- 

“The  confinement  of  a  foreigner  invefted  with  a 
charafter  fo  facred  as  that  of  an  Ambaflador,  was  «o 
great  an  encroachment  upon  political  Older,  not  _ to 
&  .  r  S  a  nf  France  an  explanation  with 

require  from  the  Court  ot  nance 

all'other  powers.  The  Regent,  m  order  to  wipe  oh 
everv  idea  of  mifeonduft,  publifhed  two  letters  of  th 
Prince  of  Cellamare  :  he  alfo  printed  _  two 
plans  of  letters  from  the  King  ot  Spam  to  to  Dec. 
the  King  ;  a  manitefto  to  be  addreffed  to  the 
States  of  the  kingdom,  capable  of  exciting  an  infurrec- 
fion  among  them2;  a  petition,  fuppofed  to  be  prefented 
by  them  to  his  Catholic  Majefty  ;  and  feme  o.her  pa¬ 
pers  of  equal  importance.  Befides,  thong  .  ie 
gent  affected  much  contempt  for  thefe  writings,  con¬ 
nived  in  darknefs,  and  bearing  no  ftamp  of  authenti¬ 
city,  vet  he  difdained  not  to  anfwer  them,  m  an  apo¬ 
logy  he  wrote  of  his  conduct,  under  the  title  of  Letters 
or  Fil tz-Moritz,  in  which  his  rights^  were  explaine  . 
'j'hefe  letters  were  foon  followed  bv  a 
rnanifefto,  and  a  declaration  of  war.  This  1 7 1 9* 
declaration  feemed  unavoidable  ;  for  near-  2  January. 
Iv  at  the  fame  time  that  the  Prince  of 
Cellamare  was  taken  into  cuftody  m  ranee, 

% 

*  By  this  treaty,  however,  the  Emperor  confentrf  to  renounce, 

.swell  for  himfelf  «  his  'ucceflbr  ,  all  his  -  ties  and  rights  over 
Spain;  but,  on  the  other  hand  other  renunciations  were  ft  p 

lated  on  the  part  of  Spain,  which  were  not  fuitable  to  that  k  g 
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£,7  from  nSJifferem,th0“t  k1°Tg  this  mrcumftanee 
u  irom  a  different  motive,  had  fignffied  to  the 

Ma'iefty  r|nan’  A‘llba/,*dor  from  hij  moil  Chriffiaa 
A  l  ■  ' '  a-  clUIt.  Madrid  in  four-and-tvventv  hoars 
a  mUSna  ’r  tb's  Minitfer  made,  concerning 

neR  J  ett'edi  b7  his  Catholic  Majeftv  in  hTsTl? 
HefaiYI?  •errtf<1  t0  be  ,the  canfe  of  his  di/W 

tor  execute^rh  hat  W|!1  m'ght  Poffiblf  be  n°  bet- 
it  left  the  n  Han  hat  of  Lewis  X1V-  inafmuch  as 
Alblni  S£nC7  10  th£  ^U£en’  and  Cardinal 

haZ'fii’lT  ^irAfr1^ war* which 

hi  r>  -  ’  and  re^u^  of  which  was,  to  aflem 
e  a  CongreJs  at  Cambray  to  terminate  al]  the  differ^ 
nces  We  fliall  only  obferve,  that  this  Conrrefs  di  j 
not  take  place  till  four  years  after  j  that  it  lafhfd  fifteen 
.onths,  and  that  the  lole  refult  of  the  conferences  of  fo 
many  great  politicians  affembled,  was  the  regulation  of 
Hte  ceremonial  fettled  between  the  Minifters,  1„  confor- 

MI,t0  ,'hr  P  9n  fir£d  at  the  Congr efs  of  Utrecht  ‘ 

The  difgrace  of  Cardinal  Alberoni  was  the  confir 
mat-on  of  peace.  This  ambitious  prieft,  raffed  frl* 

l  tIOn  °j  r  V6ry  obPciire  P"vate  man,  to  that  of 

cf^lTT’  Td  r0m  3  flmple  reftor-  become  a  Prince 
of  the  church,  of  an  extenfive,  reftlefs,  and  ardent "e 

nms,  had  formed  the  incredible  defign  of  railing  Spf  in 

all 

Jr*  .Thf  ’,ccefli°n  of  the  K>ng  of  Spain  to  the  treaty  of  the  qua- 

rettf  Lanit'3"?’  “  c’C  Ha?lle>  by  the  M*«luis  of  Be. 

retti-Landi,  hi,  Mimfter,  on  the  i7th  of  February  ,7j0.  He 

[S  thTlfilf"  %  ^ohc, rations  of  Holland,  whi7h  had  herfelf 
eluded  the  fulfill  ng  of  the  conditions  of  the  treaty,  by  not  joining 

her  troops  to  toofe  of  other  contraaing  powers.  It  was  on  occa! 
won  of  this  prudent  and  adroit  temporizing  of  their  High  Mighti- 
netTes  that  this  Ambaflidor  cauled  a  medal  to  b:  ft  4k,  which 
was  thought  very  ingenious.  On  one  fide,  Irene  was  a  ear  wfth 
three  wheels,  in  which  were  feen  the  heralds  ofArftria  ofO- 
leans,  and  of  England,  all  three  (fetching  foith  their  hands  to 
Holland,  who  was  feated  on  her  lion,  and  held  in  one  hand  the 
fymbol  of  liberty,  and  in  another  ttfe  fourth  wheel,  which  (he 
constantly  retufed  joining  to  the  othei  three.  Thr  follow:np  words 
we^  obferved  upon  it:  “  Slftit  ad  hoc  qua-ta  deficient;  rota.” 

On  the  reverfe  were  theft  words :  “  Fredus  quadruple*  imper- 
.e«um,  Republic*  Batava  fortiter  prudenterque  cunitante.” 
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all  at  once  from  the  exhaufled  (late  to  which  it^  had 
been  reduced  by  the  war  for  the  fucceffion  ;  to  give  n 
new  fpring  to  the  degenerated  nation  ;  to  render  Philip 
V  a  conqueror,  and  to  make  him  lignalize  himfelf  as 
the  firft  Prince  in  Europe.  His  defigns  were  no  lefs 
than  to  re-unite  the  dates  of  Italy  to  vhofe  ot  his  mal- 
ter;  by  this,  to  lower  the  Emperor  and  to  circumfcribe 
his ’power  ;  and  further,  to  prevent  France  and  England 
from  furnilliing  the  Emperor  with  the  a  hi  dance  Itipu* 
lated  by  the  treaty  of  the  quadruple  alliance  he  nad 
conceived  the  idea  of  caufing  a  diverfion  in  the  hrit  ot 
thefe  kingdoms,  by  the  conspiracy  above-mentioned, 
and  in  the  fecond,  by  fending  the  Pretender  into  it. 
Undoubtedly,  had  he  fucceeded  in  his  project,  the 
world  would  not  have  failed  to  have  ranked  him  among 
the  abled  politicians  j  he  would  have  been  the  Riche¬ 
lieu  of  Spain  :  but  he  failed,  and  therefore  was  confi- 
dereri  only  as  a  rafli,  blundering,  Superficial  contriver 
of  a  faction,  without  any  talents  of  combination.  .  He 
fe^l  a  facrifke,  and  was  himfelf  almoft  the  only  viftim 
of  the  numerous  intrigues,  plots,  and  commotions,  with 

which  he  incen  led  to  difturb  the  tranquility 

of  Europe.  -It  was  only  in  Brittany,  that  26  March, 
four  gentlemen  forfeited  their  lives  for  hay-  1720. 
ing  too  lightlv  ente-red  into  the  views  of  the 
Cardinal.  In  one  of  thefe,  named  Poncalec,  was  o> 
ferved,  that  fatality,  which  feems  to  impel  us  agamlt 
our  wills  to  our  dettiny.  Thirty-three  of  the  con  pi- 
rators,  all  men  of  fafhion,  had  mads  their  elcape  : 
this  one,  already  on  board  the  Spanifh  veffel,  was  ter¬ 
rified  at  the  tea  made  the  Tailors  bring  him  back  to 
ihore,  was  taken,  and  meanly  betrayed  his  accom¬ 
plices.  *  ^  /«  , 

Among  a  different  people,  and  in  another  a§e>  uc 
a  confpiracy  would  have  produce  much  bloot  ihe  , 
and  would  particularly  have  been  thecaufeof 
tortures,  to  difeover  even  the  fmalleft  traces  of  it.  1 
philofophic  mind  of  ihe  Regent  infpired  him  with  t  e 
idea,  that  deirtfocy  would  be  more  advantageous  to 
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SiuXv-  ThjS  princiP,e’  M  ™  very 

nelsin  other 'infcnws'*  her  is  oft.en  weak- 

reion  of  L»wi  v  v  •’  L^ame  t!le  foie  maxim  of  the 
tr.,?t  rI>-  ™  ln  which,  by  an  aftonilliing  con- 

the  moft  difo-uf  h,f°‘lUe  de:P°tlfln  was  oombined  with 

delirium  which  had  dmnT'7'  I  B£ficles,’  th?  ePidemic 
Derrn  ‘  ien  feized  upon  the  minds  of  all 

?  •  ’  prevented  this  event  from  excitina  even  the 

lenfations  that  ,t  ought  to  have  done  ;  forS  J “s 

lucre  t  e  tope  of  conversion  than  an’y  ordinal  pie™ 

PeaCf  Wer£then  equally 

f,  n. ....  •  c  people  were  in  the  height  of  that 

eno  „f  f  ",  ’S  tlUle  t0  exP]ai"’  as  furnilhing  an 
of?h!  fingular  nature,  and  of  which  the  annals 

^  he  monarchy  do  not  furnilh  one  fimilar  inftance 
Let  us  examine  fucceffively-  who  was  the  author  and 
what  was  the  defign  of  it  j  the  means  that  were  em¬ 
ployed  in  it,  and  the  refult  of  them. 

Min  Law  was  a  Scotchman,  the  fon  of  a  goklfmith 
o-  Edinburgh.  Never  did  man  poffefs,  in  kAeTeft  a 
degree,  the  power  of  calculating^  combining  -  and 
he  cultivated  thefe  talents,  by  following  the  tent  of 
h.s  me  .nation  He  applied  himfelf  to  every  thin'  that 
related  to  Banks,  lotteries,  and  to  the  trading  compa 
n  es  of  Loncon  ;  he  thudded  the  means  of  ffpportrl 
thun,  of  animating  the  hopes  and  confidence  of  the 
public,  by  keeping  up  their  expeaations,  or  bv  in- 
creafing  their  zeal.  He  penetrated  into  the  inrnoft  fe- 
crcts  of  thefe  matters ;  and  increafed  his  flock  of  know- 

L  ff-  1 .  “Ti  froin  the  new  Company,  eftablifhed 
y  Harley  Eail  ol  Oxford,  for  paying  off  the  national 

*  An  anecdote  is-  related  the  Regent  upon  this  occalion 
which  prefeuts  us  wrth  the  pifture  of  his  mind  The  ('S 

„  M?n,lles->  had  Hen  involved  in  the  confpiracy  of 

„  pa.  ’  Y?3  tnrown  mt0  rnfon  :  bat  t.hc  only  crime  a  lied  fed 
“t?uTdhim  D:,t  having  betrayed  thofc  who  had  in- 

,(f  V  h,nJ  Wlth  »“«  <««•«  A  Maiqu's  ofMcnilles,  of  another 
«  fern. fy  went  to  the  Duke  of  Orleans,  to  allure  him  that  he 
«  ,  I,  'rrrWaS  nclther  a  relation  nor  a  friend  of  his..  So  much 

„£rfefor^’  reP1,efthe  Rfeenb  the'Chevalier  de  Menit- 
ies  is  a  very  gallant  gentleman.” 

de£>t. 
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debt.  Having  afterwards  obtained  the  employment  of 
Secretary  to  fom'e  Agent  of  the  Refidcnfs  in  Holland, 
he  made  himfelf  acquainted  upon  the  fpot  with  the 
famous  Bank  of  AmAerdam ;  with  its  capital,  its  pro¬ 
duce,  its  refources ;  with  the  demands  individuals  had 
upon  it ;  with  its  variations,  its  intereA ;  with  the  mode 
of  lowering  or  railing  its  dock,  in  order  to  withdraw 
the  capital,  that  it  might  be  c.iilributed  and  circulated  ; 
with  the  order  that  Bank  obferved  in  its  accounts  and 
in  its  offices ;  and  even  with  its  expenditures  and  its  form 
of  adminiAra.ion.  By  dint  of  reflecting  upon  the  in¬ 
formation  he  had  acquired,  and  ot  combining  fo  many 
different  ideas,  he  formed  a  fytiem  which  was  admira¬ 
ble  for  its  order,  and  the  concatenation  oi  the  various 
operations  which  conftitute.d  it:  a  fyftem  rounded  at 
leatl  as  much  upon  the  knowledge  of  the  human  heart, 
as  upon  the  fcience  of  numbers  but  from  which  good 
faith,  equity,  and  humanity  were  totally  banifned,  to 
make  v/ay  for  perfidy,  injuAice,  violence,  and  cruelty. 
And  indeed  the  author  of  it  was  himfelf  an  unprinci¬ 
pled  wretch,  bound  by  no  ties  of  morality  or  religion. 
Having  flain  or  murdered  a  man,  he  was  obliged  to 
fly  from  Great  Britain  ;  he  brought  away  with  him 
another  man’s  wife,  with  whom  he  lived  many  years 
as  if  jlie  had  been  his  own.  His  avidity  was  irfatiable, 
and  it  was  to  gratify  this  paflion,  that  all  his  extenfive 
combinations  were  made  to  concur.  In  that  exhauAed 
Ante  to  which  the  war  had  reduced  all  the  European 
powers,  he  forefaw  that  they  would  neceffarlly  en¬ 
deavour  to  re-eftablifli  their  finances,  ami  he  conceived 
greater  ropes  of  fuccceding  than  ever,  by  the  allure¬ 
ment  of  his  lyflem,  which  was  calculated  to  feduce 
any  power  that  woulc  net  fcruple  to  prefer  flic  fpeedi- 
eft  method  of  exonerating  itfelf,  to  that  which  was 
moft  honeft.  7  he  objedf  of  his  plan,  therefore,  was 
neither  trade  nor  the  facility  of  levying  taxes  without 
diminifliing  them,  nor  the  retrenchment  of  expences,* 
nor  the  cultivation  of  the  foil,  nor  the  confumption  of 
provifions,  nor  even  the  circulation  of  the  fpecie.  He 
had  built  up  his  fyflem  with  a  view  that  a  Sovereign 
ihould  pay  his  debts,  not  only  without  encroaching 

upon 
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Up?“  °'i,1IS  luxu,7>  but  alfo  by  attraftin? 

to  himfelt  all  the  gold  and  filver  of  his  fubj6&  •  and 

fuoh  was  to  be  the  .llufion,  that  the  fubjefts  IhouVd  give 

i:  hP  ihonlT" rV  ^  ™0l'e>  Aould  ^  eaSer  t0  bfing 
fide;  J  as  a  f  UP°n  bei"S  reived,  Laid  co“? 

tllemfXVberefS  ‘ihoulSnd 

#  »Ti  V'r" 

tmn  muXT^  °fi  ■  f°ft  alarnUnS  nature  t0  the  hu- 

idelfto  hi;e!rejetted  “  a  Chi—>  *  « 
This  lyftem  confifted  of  a  Bank,  the  real  capital  of 
'Vmch  wast?  be  the  revenues  of  the  date,  and  the 
accruing  capital,  fome  unknown  kind  of  commerce 
Tins  benefit  being  calculated  to  keep  pace  with  the 
imagination  in  its  inceafe,  was  to  be  a  wonderful 
fpur  to  tho.e  gamefters  who  wilhed  to  partake  of  it 
by  means  of  /hares  which  were  to  be  made  out  fuc- 

™C  r’  in  Pr0P°rt,0rn  to  the  eagernefs  of  the  parties. 
T,  e;e  shares,  in  faff,  which  were  at  firft  few  i* 
aumoer,  could  not  fail  of  riling  to  an  enormous  price 
on  account  of  their  fcarcity,  and  the  rapidity  of  the 
circulation;  th’s  would  not  only  facilitate,  but  even 
necelluate  the  making  of  other  fhares,  and  at  an  ad- 
vaneqd  premium. 

P:,per>  bringing  the  old  into  diferedit, 
would  farm ih  an  excellent  mode  of  diftributin<?  it  • 
becaufe  the  old  paper  would  be  received  at  parf  but 
'  always  with  a  certain  proportion  of  money. 

In  order  to  engage  perfons  to  get  rid  of  this  old  pa¬ 
per,  the  value  of  it  was  to  be  made  uncertain  by  fre¬ 
quent  fluctuations  ;  thus  the  pofl'eflors  of  it  would  be 
apprehenfive  that  it  might  become  of  no  value  in 
their  hands:  when  it  fliould  be  raifed,  one  would 
aeadily  convert  it  into  lhares,  to  fecure  the  advantage  • 
and  when  it  fliould  be  lowered,  one  would  fear  that 
Jt  mould  become  lower  ftill. 

The  Bank,  on  the  contrary,  were  to  make  all  their 
payments  in  bills,  whole  value  being  invariable,  would 

keep 
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Leep  up  the  confidence  in  them,  and  would  render 
them  more  negotiable,  and  preferable  to  fpecie 
-  *  ke  cilcredit  brought  upon  money  would  lower  the 

tntereft  o.  it,  and  the  Prince  was  to  avail  himfelf  of 
this  recuQion  to  make  his  loans,  and  thus  difcharge 
part  of  lus  debts,  without  any  difburfement ;  for  the  in¬ 
dividuals,  rot  knowing  what  to  do  with  it,  would  brim? 
it  back  to  him.  » 

If  the  individuals  wiihed  to  Jay  out  their  money^m 
more  folid acquisitions,  lands,  provifions,  and  merchant 
■dize^wouiu  increafe,  and  Conlequently  ib  would  the 
receipt  of  the  taxes  and  the  cuftoms. 

This  pnantom  of  fortune  dazzling  the  eyfrs  of  every 
one,  the  ieveral  cla,es  of  cidzens,  in  their  eagernels 
for  partaking  ot  it,  would  intereft  themfelves  in  the 
keeping  up  of  the  Bank  fo  much  the  more  ;  as  a  num¬ 
ber  ot  individuals  either  more  fortunate  or  more  dex¬ 
terous,  necefiar-ily  making  enormous  profits,  would  ex- 
cite  the  general  cupidity,  nearly  in  the  fame  manner  as 
the  high  eft  prize  in  a  lottery,  keeps  up  the  hopes  of 

t  e  adveniurers,  of  whom  the  greater  part  muft  never- 

thele.s  be  lofers  Now,  what  fort  of  competition 
wotdd  there  not  be  m  this  inlbance,  where  every  one 

wouk,  be  certain  or  winning,  by  increafing  the  dividends 
propos  r 

•  feu  thoS  ,I,ufion  bc  kept  up  only  for  a  few  years, 
and  the  Sovereign  wiH  have  paid  off  all  his  debts,  and 
will  have  brawn  into  his  coffers,  the  greatell  part  of 
the  fpecie  of  his  own,  and  even  of  other  kingdoms 
-Suc.1  were  the  axioms  and  the  corollaries  of  Law’s 
fyftem:  an  infernal  theory,  deduced  certainly  from 
4-cb  and  which  he  had  never  ventured  to  confider 
..coolly  in  all  its  horror:  let  us  fay  more,  a  theory  that 
was  not  even  to  be  conceived  5  hut  the  Regent  and 
he,  hurried  away,  fpite  of  themfelves,  by  the  rapid 
jnotion  ot  this  political  machine,  were  obliged  to  yield 
to  its  impulfe,.  till  n  broke  to  pieces  by  its  own  efforts 
,  However  this  may  be,  the  author  of  this  plan,  whe¬ 
ther  more  orlefs  digefted  with  refpeft  to  its  confequen- 
ces,  perceiving  that  it  could  not  be  carried  into  exe¬ 
cution  in  any  ftate,  except  where  the  Sovereign  eniov- 
Voc.  f.  D  J  '4 
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ed  abfolute  authority,  confidered  France  as  the  king¬ 
dom  moil  fit  for  his  defign.  Befides,  he  knew  the  peo¬ 
ple  ;  that  they  were  fond  of  novelty,  that  they  adopted 
it  without  confideration,  and  gave  themfelves  up  to  it 
with  a  kind  of  frenzy.  It  has  been  a  flirted,  that  he 
foil  propofed  his  fyltem  to  Lewis  XiV.  who,  notwith- 
ilanding  his  being  in  want  of  jueh  a  fcheme,  upon  the 
bare  expojition  of  it,  rejected  it  with  a  kind  or  abhor¬ 
rence,  The  author  was  not  difconcerted,  but  produc¬ 
ed  it  again  to  the  Duke  of  Orleans.  That  Prince 
more  determined,  more  enterprizing,  and  certainly  lefis 
fcrupulous,  confidered  it  as  very  uieful  to  his  views  $ 
he  was  moreover  prefled  by  circumflances  ;  he  wiihed 
to  avail  himfelf  or  the  iliort  time  he  had  to  govern,  to 
remedy  the  evils  of  the  flate,  which  required  a  necef- 
fary  crifis.  He  therefore  adopted  this  Tyflem  $  he 
"would  not  allow  himfelf  to  think  of  the  violent  con- 
vulfion  into  which  lie  was  going  to  throw  the  flate, 
and  flattered  himfelf,  that  his  genius  would  be  able  to 
put  a  flop  to  its  effects,  whenever  they  fhould  become 
too  fatal,  Neverthelels,  as  he  was  not  tire  abfolute 
inafler,  and  that  he  was  obliged  to  adt  with  a  great 
deal  of  caution,  he  adopted  it  only  flowly,  anJ  by 
degrees. 

At  firfl:  he  contented  himfelf  with  permitting  Law 
to  eftabliili  a  Bank,  in  order  to  accuflom  the  people  by 
■degrees  to  fuch  a  title,  and  to  fuch  an  efilabiiiliment. 
It  was  prefented  umler  an  appearance  of  public  utility, 
and  it  would  really  have  been  attended  with  very  :rea£ 
advantages,  if  it  had  been  confined  to  the  functions 
ipecifiecfin  the  edidt  which  fet  it  on  foot. 

The  year  following,  in  order  to  give  this  Bank  a 
credit,  which  was  to  be  anfwerable  to  the  more  exten- 
flve  undertakings  it  was  to  embrace,  a  de¬ 
le*  /pril.  cree  of  Council  was  iflued,  which  ordered 

ijij.  all  thofe  who  had  the  management  of  the 
Royal  treafure,  to  receive  and  even  to  ciil 
charge  the  bills  without  difeount.  By  this  decree,  full 
of  artifice,  un^er  the  appe  r  nee  of  fin  pi  city,  the 
Tank  was  made  the  repofitary  of  ali  the  revenues  of 
the  King.  This  was  the  firfl  ftep  towards  that  ?ctcal 
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fortune  it  was  to  make :  it  immediately  fixed  the  in-  ' 
terft  at  feven  and  an  half  per  cent. 

Some  time  after, .  a  trading  Company  was 
created,  under  the  title  of  the  IVeftern  or  Mif-  and  De- 
fjjipi  Com/any.  Its  ©bjedl  was  the  planting  and  cetnber> 
culture  of  the  French  colonies  of  North  Arne-  1717. 
rica.  The  King  gave  to  this  Company  all  the 
lands  of  Louifiana,  and  permitted  French,  as  well  as 
foreigners,  to  be  concerned  in  it,  by  taking  iliares  of 
hy  part  of  the  value  of  which  might  be  furniihed  in 
bills  of  hate,  which  loll  from  fifty  to  fixty  per  cent 
upon  the  i pot-  How  was  it  pofiible  to  refill  fuch  a 
bait,  more  especially  as  the  country  was  reprefented  as 
a  Peru,  more  fertile  in  gold  than  that  of  the  Spaniards ! 
Even  the  Parliament  was  taken  in,  and  made  no  feru- 
ple  ol  regiftermg.  They  yet  faw  nothing  in  this,  but 
what  might  be  ufeful  to  the  Hate. 

in  171b,  the  Bank  made  further  advances. 

It  was  announced  under  the  title  of  Bank  4  Decent - 
Royal,  by  a  declaration  of  his  Majefty,  which  her. 
fignified,  that  the  King  had  reimburfed  in 
money  toe  capitals  ol  thole  perfons  who  had  fli ares  inf 
the  Bank,  which  they  had  only  paid  in  bills  of  Hate, 
and  that  thefe  capitals  had  been  converted  into  iliares 
of.  the  Wefiern  Company-  and  in  a  word,  .  that  the 
King  was  become  foie  proprietor  of  all  the  iliares  of 
the  Bank.  Mr.  Law  was  appointed  Director  to  it,  un¬ 
der  the  authority  of  his  Majefty  and  the  orders  oMhe 
Regent. 

Three  things  were  the  refult  of  this  declaration; 
one,  that  the  Monarch,  being  thus  transformed  into 
tin  univerfal  Banker  of  his  kingdom,  the  whole  French 
nation,  the  hrit  Lords  ano  Princes,  who  are  ever  the 
.apes  of  their  mailer,  v/erq  not  afhamed  to  exercife  the 
fame  tragic,  fo  that  they  all  became  Financiers,  Bro¬ 
kers^  and  O Hirers.  The  fecond  refuk  was,  that  the 
public,  a fco milled  that  the  King  fliould  buy  up  thefe 
iliares  or  the  Bank  at  ^oolivres^  in  fpecie,  when  they 
had  originally  coil  no" more  than  500  livres  in  bills  of 
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the  ftate — that  is  to  fay,  reckoning  the  dilcrecit  oT 
■thefe  bills,  about  170  livres  *,  in  real  value — ■conceiv¬ 
ed  a  very  high  opinion  of  them,  and  contended  zeal- 
oufly  to  obtain  them.  The  lafl  refult  was,  that  the 
fhares  of  the  Weliern  Company,  being  preferred  by 
the  Clerks  of  the  Bank  to  the  reimbiirlement  of  them 
in  fpecie,  were  reckoned  an  excellent  acquifition,  fo 
.that  the  rife  of  them  kept  pace  with  that  of  the  fhares 
of  the  Bank. 

The  Parliament,  fmce  the  lafl  Bed  of  Juftice,  had 
opened  their  eyes,  and  interfered  no  more  in  matters  of 
finance.  At  another  time,  the  want  of  the  legal  form 
of  regiflering  in  this  Court,  would  have  alarmed  the 
Parifians  ;  but  fuch  was  now  the  delirium,  that  they 
faw  nothing  but  the  phantom  of  fortune  which  delud¬ 
ed  them,  and  which  was  realized  to  their  eyes.  This 
enthufiafm  foon  reached  the  provinces,  and,  to  gratify 
the  eapernefs  of  the  people,  private  offices  of  the  Bank 
were  eftablifhed  by  decree  of  Council  in  the 
^27  Dec.  'cities  of  Lyons,  la  Rochelle,  Tours,  Or- 
1718.  leans,  and  Amiens.  The  Miniflry  did  no5 
dare  to  eilablifh  any  in  the  cities  that  had 
Parliaments,  becaufe  they  forefaw  that  thofe  compa¬ 
nies  would  oppofe  them.  Other  cities  were  fufpefied 
of  oppofitlon,  and  ns  thofe  cities  did  not  feem  to  care 
about  the  matter,  the  Miniflry  were  fearful  of  difiatis- 
fying  them,  and  of  occafioning  on  their  part,  an  expof- 
tulation  which  might  diffipate  the  general  illuhon. 
JJile,  Marfeilles,  Nantz^  Saint  Male,  and  Bayonne, 
were  diflinguiihed  by  this  prudent  exclufion. 

The  fame  decree  of  Council  forbade  the  making  of 
ally  payment  in  money  above  the  fum  of  600  livres  f, 
and  by  a  claule  which  reilrained  commerce  even  in  its 
detail,  and  charaaerifed  the  littlenefs  of  the  views  and 
aneans  of  the  legiflature,  the  bafe  coin  And  copper  mo¬ 
ney  were  not  to  be  given  or  received  in  the  markets 
above  fix  livres  J,  unlefs  it  was  to  make  up  odd  money. 


*  About  feven  pounds, 
q-  Twenty-five  pounds. 
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The  evident  defign  of  this  arrangement  was  to  render 
the  Bank  bills  more  necefErv,  ami  thus  to  inforce  the 
circulation  and  multiplication  of  them. 

In  effect,  an  Order  was  loon  iilued  to  make 
out  one  hundred  million  o  Bank  bills.  ‘ Thefe ,  22  ApriL 
faid  thedecreecf  Council,  cannot  befuhjed  to  1719. 
any  diminution,  as  the  fpecie  is  ;  inasmuch  as 
the  circulation  of  the  Bank  hills  is  more  ufeful  to  the 
Jubjeds  of  his  Majefly ,  than  that  of  the  fpecie  of  gold 
and  fiUver ,  and  that  they  deferve  a  particular  pro - 
tedion ,  in  preference  to  the  coin  made  of  materials  brought 

.r  r  •  '  •  ' 

prom  foreign  countries. 

A  few  months  alter,  there  appeared  pro-  12  Dec, 
hibitions  to  make  payments  above  ten  livres  * 
in  fd  ver,  and  three  hundred  f  livres  in  goiJ.  Thus 
gol  d  and  filver  being  debafed  by  thefe  fuc-  . 
ceilive  and  declared  diminutions,  were  in  Decree 
fome  fort  profcribed  and  thrown  out  of  com-  2  5  Sep- 
nierce  by  this  decree.  People  were  there-  tember . 
fore  obliged  to  carry  their  fpecie  to  the  Bank* 
and  to  exchange  it  for  paper.  They  ran  there  in 
crowds,  conjuring  and  imploring  the  Clerks  to  receive 
their  fpecie*  and  thinking  themfelves  happy  when  they 
fucceeded.  Upon  which  a  merry  fellow  wittily  called 
out  to  thofe  who  were  the  moll  forward ;  Dorit  be 
afraid ,  Gentlemen ,  that  your  money  fhould  lie  on  your 
hands ,  it  Jhall  all  he  taken  a'vqay  from  you.  Some  indi¬ 
viduals  then  fet  up  this  trade,  they  were  fubftitutes  to 
the  Bank,  and  as  every  body  would  abfolutely  have 
bills,  and  that  there  was  ail  apprehenfion  of  their  fail¬ 
ing,  they  preferred,  for  expedition  fake,  lofing  three  o* 
four  per  cent,  of  their  money.  In  a  word,  the  fame 
method  was  pradlifed  with  regard  to  money,  as  with  a 
bill  of  Exchange;  it  was  difcounted. 

So  many  trealures  poured  into  this  public  depot, 
fhould  have  rendered  it  inexhauftible.  Ncverthelefs, 
the  Bank  was  drained  :  there  were,  as  the  Regent  call¬ 
ed  them,  lome  ohflinates ,  that  is  to  fay,  perfons  who 

L  3  coulfi 
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•ould  not  perfuade  themfel  ves,  that  paper  was  of  great¬ 
er  value  than  money,  and  who  were  continually  rea¬ 
lizing  the  former.  Jn  order  to  deceive  thefe  people, 
the  intereft  money  was  reduced  to  three  and  a  half, 
.tvyo  and  a  halt,  ana  two  per  cent  ;  the  coin  was  kept 
in  continual  variation,  fometimes  diminishing,  fometimes 
increafing  it,  by  a  multitude  of  decrees,  which  contra¬ 
dicted  themfelves,  as  well  in  their  detail,  as  in  tb& 
caufes  expreffied  in  their  preambles.  And  this  delirium 
Oi  the  legillation  proauced  the  delired  effeCt,  for  it  fa 
effectually  overturned  every  principle,  fo  darkened  the 
«in  derllanding,  and  fo  changed  all  the  notions  of  things, 
that  the  people,  not  knowing  what  to  adhere  to,  gave 
way  to  the  impulfes  of  the  government, 
i  J20.  It  was  in  the  height  of  this  general  anxiety, 
that  the  Regent  completed  the  abufe  of  his  au¬ 
thority  by  a  monltrous  violence,  which  will  undoubt¬ 
edly  place  him  among  the  principal  tyrants  who  havo 
been  moil  expert  in  political  tortures.  The 
ay  Ftb.  frenzy  was  carried  fo  far,  that  a  decree  of 
Council  v/as  ifEied,  forbidding  every  perfon, 
and  even  every  community,  either  fecular  or  religious, 
to  keep  by  them  more  than  500  livres  *  in  fpecie.  The 
motive  adduced  ror  this  barbarity,  was  a  fuppofition, 
that  there  were  twelve  hundred  millions  f  of  fpecie  in 
the  kingdom,  in  ftagnation,  from  the' avidity  of  perfons 
who  having  made  great  fortunes,  accumulated  and 
hoarded  up  without  intermiffion.  The  punifhment 
was  not  death,  as  Law  would  have  had  it,  but,  befide 
a  heavy  fine,  th^  fums  round  were  confifcated  c _ in¬ 

formers  were  encouraged  by  being  promifed  a  third  of 
the  eonfifeation,  and  the  mod:  odious  refearches  were 
authorized,  by  joining  the  feveral  officers  of  juflice  to 
fearch  wherever  the  Directors  of  the  Bank  ilrould  re¬ 
quire  them.  At  length,  the  ufe  of  money  was  dill 
fhore  retrained,  by  forbidding  that  any  payment  fhould 
L?  made,  above  a  hundred  livres  J,  except  in  paper. 

It 
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It  muft  be  acknowledged,  however,  that  the  Duke 
of  Orleans  was  not  cruel  ;  his  intention  was  to  frighten, 
rather  than  to  torment.  In  order  to  fucceed  the  betr 
ter,  the  farce  was  played,  according  to  his  orders,  by 
jfome  trufty  perfons,  who  were  to  let  themfelves  be 
furpriied  in  delinquency  againft  the  decree.  They 
were  proceeded  againft,  imprifoned,  and  rewarded  in 
fceret  for  their  connivance.  Thefe  examples  did  in¬ 
deed  intimidate.  The  Dupes ,  for  fo  they  were  called 
at  the  palace,  where  the  graved:  matters  are  treated 
with  bons  mots,  h aliened  to  obey  ;  all  the  money  in 
depofit  with  the  notaries,  in'trufts,  or  in  odier  public 
places,  was  converted  into  paper.  1  he  Courtiers, 
ever  (laves  to  the  will  of  their  m after,  gave  Way  tm 
that  of  their  Sovereign  without  murmuring,  and  thofe 
who  werb  not  well  with  the  Regent,  dreading  his  rc- 
fentment,  con'ormed  to  it  alfo.  *1  he  Chancellor 
Pontchartrain,  who  was  then  retired  from  public  em¬ 
ployment,  fent  57,000  louis  d’or  to  the  Bank,  valued 
then  at  72  livres*  each.  This  capture  diverted  as 
much  his  R.  H.  as  the  condudt  of  another  magiftrat$ 
niuft  have  chagrined  him. 

The  Prefident  Lambert  de  Vernon,  went  to  the 
Duke  of  Orleans,  and- told  him  that  he  came  to  name 
a  man  to  him  who  had  500,000  livres  f  in  gold.  His 
R.  H.  ftarted  back  with  furprite  and  horror,  crying 
cut  with  his  ufual  (Length  of  expreftion :  Oh  l  Mr . 

Prefident ,  what  a  r - y  fort  of  ex  trade  have  you  taken 

upon  yin  there?  the  Prefident  replied  ;  Sir-,  I  do  nothing 
more  than  obey  the  law,  and  H  is  that  which  you  indi¬ 
rectly  treat  with  fuch  an  appellation.  As  for  the  rejl , 
your  R.  H.  need  not  he  alarmed \  and  may  do  one  more 
juftice  :  It  is  my  [elf  1  came  to  inform  again fl ,  in  the  hope 
of  having  the  liberty  to  keep  at  leaf  a  part  of  this  fatn, 
which  I  prefer  to  all  the  bills  of  the  Bank.  The  more- 
noble  and  firm  conduct  of  the  Firft  Prefident  ot  the 
Chamber  of  Accounts,  will  certainly  be  much  more 
admired.  He  anfwered,  to  thofe  who  came  to  fearch 

D  4  hinu 
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norNfo,vertheie>fs  th/ft  vexat!o;,s  an<i  this  tyranny  wouhl 
teen  fon  ST  “i  the  defired  eflW  if  a  vent  had  not 
Wdl  °r  t  U-  paPe.r’  w,th  which  France  was  de¬ 
nature-  lb  t°nv'’itlrlS  *t  mto  another  of  a  more  fpecious 

•I  o  o’fi  ifWav  l'e  fllares!n  the  Weftern  Company, 
ifo  Pr°f*ts  of  which  were  to  mcreafe  daily,  by  the  af- 
tftances  that  were  given  to  it.  1  1 

7T  CZP7,  had  acTi'red  in  1 7 1 8  the  charter- 
ana  the  efforts  of  the  Senegal  Company,  together  with 

their  Negro  trade  ;  the  charter  of  the  Chinefe  and 

j  «' i*  Companies  were  afterwards  annexed  to  it 
and  all  the  terntor.es,  lflands,  forts,  magazines,  dwell 

pn|Sr  a“lt,on’  ai‘d  Taps,  that  had  belonged  to  the- 
iialt-India  Company,  were  transferred  to  it.  It  had 
been  appointed  and  entitled  the  India  Company.  The 
revenues  of  the  tobacco  had  been  farmed  out  to  it  - 
ihe  King  had  ceded  to  it  the  profits  upon  the  coin  4 
'  ,-hc  ,eale  of  the,  manners-general  had  been  annulled  in 
5is  faV0l'r-  f"d  the  offices  of  Receivers-general  of  the 
finance  haa  been  foppreffcd.  In  a  word,  at  the  laft 
meeting  f,  tne  Company  had  been  fliewn  a  ma is  of 
J20  mulions  %  of  profit,  allotting  40  percent,  as  tha 
dividend  or  each  fliare  for  the  following  year.  Then 
it  was  that  no  fcruple  was  made  of  difcoverinc  that 
tne  origin  01  this  Company  was  in  common  with  that 
Oi.tr, e  bank,  by  blending  together  thefe  two  monftrous 
produrtionsol  the  fame  father;  of  that  fame  Mr.  Law, 
who  had  juft  been  appointed  Comptroller! 
jan.  general  of  Finance.  He  had  firft  renounced 
_  his  religion,  at  the  perfuafion  of  1’Abbe  Ter- 

5"n  f  a  mrcumftance  which  gave  occafion  to  the  fol¬ 
iowing  epigram : 

,T  ,  Ten  cm. 

Near  twenty-one  tjioufand  pounds. 

f  This  meeting  was  held  on  the  30th  of  December,  ,7ln 

-  .e  rnanj.cnpt  account  of  this  feffion  is  a  curious  piece,  which 

by  rea.on  of  its  length,  we  ale  obliged  co  put  at  the  end.  It  will 
or  found  under  N°.  Ilf.  * 

I  Five  millions  ifcrlin#. 
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Tencin,  a  curfe  cn  thy  feraphic  zeal, 

Which  by  perfuafion  hath  contriv’d  the  means, 

To  make  the  Scotchman  at  our  altars  kneel, 

Since  which,  we  all  are  poor  as  Capucines  *. 

This  jeft  which  was  but  too  true,  did  not  prevent 
the  general  frenzy  of  brokerage  from  rifing  to  fuch  a 
pitch,  that  at  the  time  of  the  union  of  the  two  Com¬ 
panies,  the  India  Company  had  produced  fix  hundred 
thoufand  fhares,  amounting  to  i ,677,5.00,000  livres p 
of  original  capital,  the  gaming  in  which  railed  the 
prices  fo  exceffively  high,  that  the  mafs  of  them  is 
confidered  by  an  able  calculator  J,  as  reprefenting  as 
much  as  fix  thoufand  millions  §  in  fpeculatiom 

In  thefe  times  of  crifis,  there  are  always  people  dex¬ 
terous  enough  to  profit  by  the  folly  of  others,  and  thefe 
are  the  perfons  who  contribute  wonderfully  to  excite 
die  general  emulation.  Little  attention  is  paid  to  the 
numbers  that  are  ruined,  and  at  whofe  expenfe  thefe 
prodigious  fortunes  are  made  ;  or  we  attribute  their 
Ioffes  to  themfelves  ;  to  foolifhnefs,  ignorance,  or  mif- 
condudt.  We  fliall  fay  nothing  of  Law’s  profits;,  be¬ 
ing  at  the  head  of  the  Bank,  that  is,  depofitaty  of  all 
the  moneys  in  the  kingdom,  he  was  capable  of  enrich¬ 
ing  himfelf  by  the  fhorteft  and  fureft  method.  At  hiV 
firft  fetting  out,  he  had  bought  of  the  Count  d’Evreux, 
the. county  of  Tancarville,  m  Normandy,  for  800,000' 
livres  ||.  He  had  offered  the  Prince  of  Carignan, 
1,400,000  livres  f?  for  the  Hotel  de  Soiflons  ;  to  the 
Marchionefs  de  Beuvron,  500,000  livres  for  her 
eilate  at  Lillebonne ;  and  to  ^he  Duke  af  Sully, 

^  5  t, 700,000b- 

*  Foin  de  ton  zele  Seraphique^.. 

Malheureux  Abbe.de  Tencin  ; 

Depuis  que  Law  elt  Catholique, 

Tout  le  Royaume  eft  Capucift  ! 

T  Near  feventy  millions  fterling. 

X  M.  Necker  in  his  u  Anfwer  to  1’Abbe  Morelletf ’  In 
•concerning  the  Abbe’s  l<  Memorial  againft  the  Iadia  Company.’1* 

§  Two  hundred  and  fifty  millions  fterling. 

[]  Between  thirty  and  forty  thoufand  pounds. 

U  Between  fifty-eight  and  fifty -nine  thoufand  pounds^ 

Near  twenty-one  thoufand  pounds. 


$8  THE  PRIVATE  LIFE. 

1,700,000  livres*,  for  his  Marquifate  of  Rofhy.  The? 
height  of  iiupudence  was,  that  life  wanted  to  aferibe 
the  rapidity  of  this  enormous  opulence  to  the  good- 
nefs  oi  his  lydem  $  and  the  height  of  dupidity,  is* 

tnai  people  fliould  believe,  and  attempt  to  imitate 
him. 

The  Regent  endeavoured  to  confirm  the  truth  of 
this  by  immenfe  liberalities,  which  he  aferibed  to  the 
fame  caule.  He  gave  one  million  f  to  the  Hotel- 
Lieu,  as  much  to  the  hofpital-general,  and  as  much' 
to  the  foundlings.  He  employed  1,500,000  livres  £ 
to  pay  the  debts  of  feveral  prifoners :  the  Marquis  of' 
Noce,  the  Count  de  la  Motlie,  and  the  Count  de  Roie, 
received  each  a  gratification  of  100,000  livres  §  In 
fhares  a  firoLe  of  politics,  which  had  not  lefs  its  effeft3 
and  redored  one  hundred  fold  to  the  Bank. 

Among  the  Princes  of  the  blood,  the  Duke  of' 
Bourbon  profited  the  mod  fortunately  by  the  fhares 
that  Law  had  given  them  for  their  fupport.  That 
Prince  bought  up  all  the  land  he  could  find  fuitable  to 
him :  he  caufed  Chantilly  to  be  rebuilt  with  royal 
magnificence  *,  he  edablifbed  a  menagerie  there,  which 
was  incomparably  better  docked  than  the  King’s  :  he 
imported  from  England,  at  one  time,  1  50  race-horfeSj 
each  of  which,  at  the  rate  money  was  then  at  in 
France,  cod  from.  1  j  to  1800  livres  jj.  At  lafh,  to  pay 
his  court  to  the  regent,  who  was  pallionately  fond  of  his 
daughter,  the  Dutchefs  of  Berry,  he  gave  that  Prin- 
cefs,  who  was  eager  after  pleafure,  a  fuperb  fedival, 
which  laded  four  or  five  days,  and  cod  an  immenfe. 
ftim  of  money, 

Amongd  individuals,  it  feems  as  if  chance  had  been 
particularly  favourable  to  obfeure  perfons.  A  certain 
widow  of  Namur,  named  Caumont,  was  much  the 
topic  of  converfation,  who  had  fu pplied  the  army  with 
2ents  and  other  merchandife  of  the  fame  kind.  By 

fome 

Between  feventy  and  eighty,  thoufand  pounds* 

J  Above  forty  thoufand  pouuds. 

Sixty-two  thoufand  five  hundred  pounds. 

^  Above  four  thoufand  pounds. 

,4  Fron^  fixty  to  eighty  pounds  or;  an  average 
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lome  lucky  revolutions  of  fortune,  Hie  got  into  her 
hands  to  the  amount  of  70  millions*  of  Bank  bills. 
cr he  Mefno'rs  of  the  Regency  make  mention  of  a  hump¬ 
backed  man  f,  who  acquired  in  the  courfe  of  a  few 
days  150,000  livresj,  tor  having  lent  liis  hump  by 
way  of  writing  defk  for  the  brokers.  Footmen  were 
frequently  oblerved  in  their  matters  carriages,  who  had 
been  feen  behind  them  the  day  before.  Thefe  fame 
Memoirs  fpeak  of  a  perfon,  whole  change  of  condition 
was  to  rapid,  that  he  was  going  to  refume  his  former 
poll,  if  he  had  not  been  appriied  of  the  miltake  ;  of 
another,  who  having  had  a  quarrel  in  his  carriage,  and 
being  obliged  to  get  out  cf  it  to  fight,  cried  out :  Gen¬ 
tlemen  qJ  the  livery,  come  to  my  ajjifance!  and  of  a  third, 
who  having  ordered  an  equipage  for  himfelf,  and  being 
alked  what  arms  lie  would  have  put  upon  it :  anfwer- 
ed,  the  fin  eft. 

It  was  in  the  flreet  called  Quincampoix,  that  the 
negotiation  ot  the  fhares  was  carried  6n,  there  being 
yet  no  exchange.  Fortunate  were  thofe  who  had 
houfes  in  this  flreet  !  A  room  was  let  as  high  as  ten 
livrss  §  per  day.  But  the  great  croud  had  no  occafion* 
for  a  dwelling  there.  By  break  of  day  the  pafrage  of 
tdus  narrow  freet  was  choaked  up  with  gamellers  ; 
whofe  madnefs  continued  increafing  the  whole  day,. 
In  the  evening  a  bell  was  rung,  and  they  were  obliged 
to  be  driven  away  by  force.  There  was  at  the  time  a 
caricature  print  engraved,  which,  under  a  grofs,  but- 
juii  allegory,  gives  a  very  natural  picture  or  the  ra~ 
vages  occafioned  by  this  epidemical  frenzy.  It  is  fall 
preferved  by  the  conn’oiHeurs  as  a  precious  monument 
of  hiftory.  it  is  entitled  :  A  true  portrait  of  the  Lord 
Quincampoix.  Accordingly  we  fee  in  the  center  of  the 

print 


*  Near  three  millions  fterlfngv  *  ,  • 

f  -f-  Ihc  lame  thing  happened  to  a  certain  M.  de  Nanthia,  who 
v,'as  not  deformed,  but.  ufed  to  lend  his  back  for  a  writing-deft. 
This  is  a  faff  well  known  in  the  family  of  M.  Amebt,  at  p'  efent 
minifter,  whofe  Welch  uncle  this  M.  de  Nanthia  was.  It  is  froyjv 
the  family  itfelf  that  we  have  the  anecdote. 

f  Six  tnoufand  two  hundred  and  fifty  pounds.  , 

§  Eight  (hilling's  aad  four  pence. 
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piiiU  the  reprefentation  of  that  Lord’s  head,  with  this 
device :  Aut  Cafar,  at  Nihil.  Over  it  is  placed  a 
crown  of  peacock’s  feathers  and  thirties,  which  is  of- 
icred  to  him  by  Folly ,  with  this  other  infcription  :  I  am 
i;;s  wghing-Jlock  of  the  wife  an 7  the  fooli/h .  Under 
the  portiait  a  kettle  is  feen  fmoking,  which  a  devil  is 
heating  with  paper.  A  broker  is  throwing  by  handfuls 
into  the  cauldron  his  gold  and  filver?  which  melting, 
pioduees  nothing  but  new  paper.  A  figure  of  De flair, 
placed  benind  this  unfortunate  man,  Teems  waiting  to 
lay  hold  of  him  at  the  conclufion  of  this  operation  *. 

^SuAi  was  the  fiutation  of  almoft  the  whole  kingdom 
or  I  ranee,  w  here  the  contagion  had  Quickly  fpread 
irom  one  to  another,  in  fueh  a  manner  as  to  sffedt  per* 
fons  of  the  bell  underftandings  :  this  is  evidently  prov¬ 
ed  by  the  anecdote  of  De  la  Mothe,  and  of  the  Abb& 
TerrafTon.  Thefe  tvvm  wife  men,  (for  the  firft,  though 
■a  poet,  was  ftill  more  a  philofopher}  fo  famous  for 
their  exquifite  fenfe,  for  their  logical  accuracy,  and 
lor  the  depth  of  their  reafoning,  were  converfing  one 
evening  upon  the  folly  of  tlie  day,  and  laughing  at 
3t.  Some  time  after  they  met  face  to  face  in  the  Quin- 
campofc-ftreet.  Being  at  firft  aftiamed,  they  were  de— 
firous  of  avoiding  each  other:  but  a t  length,  having 
nothing  to  reproach  themfelves  with,  they  agreed, 
that  a  man  ought  never  to  fwear  againft  his  doing  anv 
one  thing ;  and  that  there  was  no  fort  of  extravagance 
of  which  man  was  not  capable  ;  after  which,  they 
each  of  them  went  their  way  to  make  the  beft  bargain 
they  could  for  themfelves. 

The  moft  dreadful  eve-nt  of  this  Infernal  ftreet,  was 
the  melancholy  cataftrophe  of  Count  Hoorn.  This 
young  Flemifli  Nobleman,  only  twenty-two  or  twenty- 
three  years  of  age^  excited  by  the  Demon  of  cupidity, 
xvas  irq^ed  on  to  murder  a  merchant,  whom  he  drew 
into  a  pubiic-houfe,  in  order  to  rob  him  of  his  pocket- 
Look.  It  wa$  in  open  day ;  he  was  foon  taken  up* 

and 

*  We  refer  our  readers  to  the  collection  of  pieces  Fervlng  to 
illuflrate  this  hiftory,  for  a  fatire  in  verfe,  containing  the  expla¬ 
nation  of  the  commentary  upon  this  allegorical  picture,  and  all 
%  accompaniments.  It  is  placet}  under  IV. 
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and  broken  alive  upon  the  wheel,  though  allied  to 
feveral  foreign  houfes,  and  related  even  to  the  Regent 
himfelf.  That  Prince  who  knew  the  rigorous  duties  of 
juftice,  would  not  fuffer  hiwfelf  to  be  moved  by  this 
confideration,  He  anfwered  in  energetic  terms  :  IV hen 
I  have  got  had  blood,  I  have  it  let  out  *. 

The  balance  between  this  paper  and  the  fpecie  of 
France  being  once  deftroyed,  by  the  two  great  profit- 
fion  of  the  former,  which  feme  perfons  eftimate  as 
high  as  fix  thoufand  millions  f,  not  only  the  funds  of 
the  Company  became  inefficient  to  keep  up  fo  enor¬ 
mous  a  credit,  but  the  fum  likewife  exceeded  by  more 
than  two-thirds  of  the  whole  fpecie  and  mafs  of  gold 
and  filver  that  might  then  be  in  the  kingdom.  In  vain 
were  all  forts  of  ftratagems  deviled  to  fupport  this 
Bank,  fo  far  as  even  to  publifh  a  decla¬ 
ration  forbidding  all  the  King’s  fubjedfs,  1 1  Mat  ch. 
or  foreigners  refiding  in  the  kingdom, 
all  communities  and  other  bodies,  to  keep,  after 
the  firft  of  May,  any  fpecie  and  materials  of  gold, 
und  after  the  firft  of  December  any  fpecie  or  materials 
in  filver,  upon  pain  of  confifcation  and  fine  :  the  offi¬ 
cers  of  the  mint  were  likewife  forbidden  to  coin  any; 
but  nothing  fucceeded  :  the  people  laughed  at  an  ab- 
furd  legiilation,  which  was  contradicting  itfeif  from 
morning  to  night,  which  made  a  crime  of  the  moffc 
necefiary  (economical  virtues,  and  which  loft  itfeif  in 
the  labyrinth  of  its  own  regulations,  that  have  filled 
twelve  volumes  in  quarto.  The  vertigo  was  diftipat- 
ing,  and  people  were  beginning  to  realize  as  faff  as 
poifible,  when  the  fatal  day  arrived,  which  was  the 
celebrated  epocha  of  the  downfal  of  the  fyftem. 

d’Argenfon,  who  had  long  been  jealous  that  a 
foreigner  fhould  fupplant  him  in  the  confidence  of  the 
Regent,  not  only  favoured  the  fyilem  no  longer,  but 

wast 


*  It  is  gelded,  that  the  neareft  relations  of  Count.  Hoorn,  hav¬ 
ing  foiidted  that  the  nature  of  his  punifhment  might  at  leatl  be 
■changed,  that  the  infamy  of  it  might  not  fall  upon  them,  the  Re¬ 
gent  replied:  It  will  not  be  his  punilhnient,  but  the  crime 

which  brought  him  to  it,  that  will  diflionour  your  family.1’' 

■p  T wo  hundred  and  fifty  millions  fterling^ 
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\\a>  alfo  cm  eavourmg  to  open  the  eyes  of  the  Prince 

reiptcung  it.  It  was  with  much  difficulty  that  he 

Pieriiey  ai.ld.he  was  obliged  to  call  in  the  affiftance 

n  i ,e  0t  lrr  • ntlma^ confidants  of  his  R.  R  the  Abbe 
Dubois,  Mimfter  of  Foreign  Affairs,  and  M.  le  Blanc' 

Secretary  at  V'.  ar  *  to  concur  with  him  feparately  in 
tins  patriotic  work.  Sometimes  the  Regent  feemed  in- 
cuned  to  expel  the  author  of  a  revolution  fo  extraor¬ 
dinary  and  10  fata'.  One  day  he  even  told  the  Keep¬ 
er  ot  the  Seals  who  was  fpeaking  to  him  in  a  ffronger 
juanner  than  ufual*  that  he  might  fecure  Laws  perfon  ; 
out  when  the  chief  magiifrate  required  an  order  in 
writing  for  this  purpofe,  he  could  not  obtain  it.  He 
was  therefore  obliged  to  have  recourfe  to  artifice,  and 
to  make  the  new  Comptroller-general  himfelf,  the  ac¬ 
complice  of  his  own  cleftruaion,  and  of  that  of  his  fyifenm 
•In  a  commutee  golden  between  the  Regent,  himfelf 
trie  ..hue  Dubois,  M.  le  Blanc,  and  theMinifter  of  the 
finances,  he  obferved  that  a  violent  crifis  muff  neeef- 
ianiy  have  a  ffiort  termination  ;  that  the  prefen t  crifis 
whicii  was  now  arrived  at  its  acme,  muff  confequently 
oecnne  ;  that  its  objeft  being  now  fulfilled — which  was 
to  make  all  the  fpecie,  and  even  all  the  materials  of 
gold  and  fiiver  in  the  kingdom,  return  by  extraordinary' 
means  into  the  hands  af  government — it  was  now  ne- 
ceflary  to  prevent  the  public  from  colle&ing  the  pre- 
ciaus  harveff ;  that  the  moft  certain  method  of  effect¬ 
ing  this,  would  be  to  begin,  by  reducing  the  mafs  of 
paper  ;  the  confcquence  of  this  would  be,  that  the 
people,  citner  not  diminiihing  the  confidence  thev  had 
m  it,  would  keep  it  in  hopes  that  the  reduction  would 
be  only  temporary,  and  from  the  fear  that  they  iliould 
at  once  lofe  a  great  part  of  their  capital  •  or  that  the 
paper  falling  into  diferedit,^  they  would  crowd  in, 
to  get  rid  Oi  it.  In  the  firff  inflance,  the  government 
would  have  it  in  their  power  to  fettle  any  operations 
they  pleafed ;  and  in  the  fecond,  they  might  avail 
themfelves  even  of  the  confufion  and  diforder  which 

would 


*  Ccuncils  had  been  fupprefTed  in  1718,  and  the  Secretaries 
oi  k^ate  re-tfublifhed  at  the  head  of  the  departments. 


would  refult  from  this  breaking  up,  to  ef&iblifli  fome 
troublefome;  but  neceflary  formalities,  by  which,  in 
appearing  to  concur  with  wi flies  of  the  bearers  cf  the 
paper,  one  might  delay  the  effect  of  them  ;  and  thus 
time  might  be  gained  to  proceed  to  fome  alterations, 
expedient  for  liberating  the  date. 

All  this  was  more  fpecious  than  folid,  but  it  was  es¬ 
pecially  a  detedable  piece  of  Machiavelifm.  It  gives 
us  the  idea  of  a  fet  of  thieves  at  the  corner  of  a  wood, 
consulting  about  the  bed  methpd  of  levying  contribu¬ 
tions  cn  the  paifengers.  It  mud,  however,  be  acknow¬ 
ledged,  that  there  are  cafes  in  which  the  imperious 
claims  of  necefiity  become  the  only  law  of  the  State!- 
man,  and  France  was  now  in  this  date  of  fubverfion  ; 
the  helm  of  finance  was  flipping  out  of  the  hand  of 
their  Adminidration,  and  even  out  of  thofe  of  the  Re¬ 
gent.  In  this  embarradinent,  Law  thought  himfelf 
fortunate,  to  be  furniilied  with  the  means  of  getting 
out  of  the  labyrinth  into  which  he  had  thrown  himfelf, 
and  he  was  the  foremod  in  dedroying  his 
own-work,  by  conferring  to  a  decree,  which  ziMay . 
reduced  the  Bank-bills,  and  the  diares  of  the 
Company,  to  one-half  of  their  value. 

It  is  impoffible  to  deferibe  the  condernation  with 
which  the  city  of .  Paris  was  dricken  at  this  news.  It 
ioon  was  converted  into  rage  ;  feditious  libels  were 
poded  up,  and  were  fent  in  hand-bills  even  into  the 
houfes*.  The  Duke  of  Bourbon,  the  Prince  of  Conti, 
and  Marilial  Villeroi,  who  had  not  been  fummoned  to 
the  committee  in  which  the  decree  had  been  idued, 
proteded  againd  it,  and  pretended  that  it  was  furrep- 
titious,  dnee  it  had  not  been  fubmitted  to  the  exami¬ 
nation  of  the  council  of  Regency.  The  Parliament, 
which  had  not  hitherto  interfered  in  the  affairs  of  the 

Bank, 


■*  One  of  the  hand-bills  was  conceived,  according  to  the  t£  Me- 
moirs  of  the  Regency,”  in  the  following  terms  :  u  Sir,  and 
<l  Madam,  this  is  to  give  you  nbtice,  that  a  St.  Bartholomew’s 
<£  day  will  be  enadted  again  on  Saturday  or  Sunday,  if  affairs  do 
vt  not  alter.  You  are  defired  not  to  ftir  out,  you  nor  your  fer- 
4<  vants.  God  preferve  you  from  the  flames.  Give  notice  to  you* 
neighbours.  Dated  Saturday  25  May,  1720.” 
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Lank,  and  had  always  been  in  oppofition  to  it*  by  on? 
of  thole  contractions  too  frequent  in  their  conduct,, 
now  exerted  themfelves  to  fupport  it.  T  he  Firft  Pre- 
fident,  whom  they  fent  to  the  Royal  Palace,  was  very 
well  received.  The  Regent,  in  his  prefent  embarralf- 
ment,  was  not  difpleafed  at  this  fcep.  He  did  net 
comeal  his  fatisfadtion  from  the  Head  of  their  Com¬ 
pany,  and  anfv/ered  him  :  “  Sir,  I  am  very  glad  that 
“  this  circumdance  gives  rhe  an  opportunity  &of  beincr 
*  reconciled  to  the  Parliament,  whofe  advice  I  will 
follow  in  every  thing. 

Six  days  after  the  publication  of  the  de- 
ZjMay,  cree  of  redudion,  that  decree  was  revoked 

1720.  by  another,  which  redored  the  paper  to  its 
.  value,  but  did  not  reflore  the  confidence  of 
the  public,  more  especially  as  payment  was  at  the  verv 
fame  time  flopped  at  the  Bank.  This  vyas  done  upon 
tjie  pretence  of  examining  the  knaveries.  Commifla- 
ries  were  fent  to  feal  up  the  chefts,  and  make  up  the 
accounts.  Some  of  the  Clerks,  and  efpecially  thole 
whole  bufinefs  it  was  to  make  the  fignatures,  were 
difmided  for  a  fortnight,  with  the  prohibition  of  quit¬ 
ting  Paris.  So  that  this  fecond  decree  did  more^harm 
than  the  fird,  by  throwfog  again  into  the  channel  of' 
commerce  things  thad  had  been  diferedited  ;  and  with 
which  fraudulent  debtors  paid  and  ruined  their,  lawful 
Creditors. 

Amcng  thefe  fbarpers  tricks,  thatofthe  Prefident^ 
de  Novion  deferves  an  exception,  as  being  very  laugh¬ 
able  at  lead,  if  not  more  honed  than  the  red.  He 
had  fold  to  Law  one  of  hjs  edates,  and,  notwithdand- 
ing  the  prohibitions,  dipulated  the  payment  of  it  in 
gold,  to  which  the  Scotchman  readily  confented.  The 
Turn  was  from  eight  to  nine  hundred  thoufand  livres*. 
The  magidrates  elded  (on- availed  himfelf  of  the  right 
of  redemption,  and  repaid  the  purchafer  in  bills. 

To  put  a  dop.  to  this  confufion,  after  having  ex- 
hauded  every  refource  of  finance  that  was  thought  ca¬ 
pable  of  redohng  the  illufion,  it  was  at  lad  found  ne- 

*  Between,  thirty  and  forty  thoufand  pounds. 
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cedar  y  t»  put  an  end  to  the  matter,  by  flopping  the 
courle  of  the  Bank-bills,  and  bringing  back  money  into 
trade.  Thus  was  Law’s  fyftem  dilfolved,.  the  refult 
of  which  was  the  doubling  <5f  the  national  debt,  in- 
fie  ad  of  diminiftnng  if,  as  he  had  given  reafon  to  ex^ 
pedb  Independent  of  the  debts  contracted  under  the 
reign  ot  Lewis  XIV.  which  flil!  fubfifted,  there  re¬ 
mained  to  pay  off  to  the  amount  of  eighteen  hundred 
millions*  of  this  paper,  of  which  two  thoufand  fix 
hundred  millions  f  had  been  diffributed  among  the 
public. 

.  "The  author  of  this  deteftable  fyitem  foon  expe¬ 
rienced  the  kind  of  treatment  that  perfons  of  his  ftamp 
ufually  do:  he  was  hooted  by  the  populace,  who 
wanted  to  pull  him  to  pieces  ;  his  coach  was  broken  ; 
and  he  himfelf  efcaped  only  by  the  activity  of  his 
horfes  and  the  boldnefis  of  his  coachman.  He  imme¬ 
diately  refigned,  into  the  hands  of  the  Regent,  llis  ap¬ 
pointment  of  Comptroller-general.  He  was  not  left 
the  director  of  all  the  operations  of  the  fame  year 
1720.  He  had  not  yet  loll  the  confidence  of  his 
R.  H.  who  had  always  a  fecret  inclination  for  the 
fyftem,  which  Law  flattered  him  might  be  reftortd 
again  ;  and  the  Prince  did  not  give  it  up,  ’till  Law  had 
in  vain  exhauffed  all  the  refources  of  his  imagination. 
Pie  was  difmiffed  frlently,  and  every  one  knows  that 
he  died  of  poverty  at  Venice. 

The  fyftem  having  failed,  it  became  neceffary  to 
put  matters  into  the  fame  flate  they  were  in  before 
1 7  r9  »  t0  withdraw  from  the  India  Company  the  ad- 
miniltration  of  the  revenues  of  the  Hate  ;  to  reftore  to 
the  King  the  profits  of  the  coin  ;  to  re-effabliffi  the 
offices  of  Receivers  General  of  Finance,  of  Payers  and 

Comptrollers  of  annuities,  and  even  of  Farmers  Ge¬ 
neral. 

A  kind  fecond  Chamber  of  Juilice  was  immedi- 
atelypnftituted,  to  examine  into  the  conduCl  of  all  the 
Principal  and  fubordinate  officers  in  the  adminiftration 
ofthe  Bank;  in  which'  thofe  of  the  India  Company 

were 

*  Seventy-five  millions  fterling. 
t  Above  one  hundred  millions  fterling:. 
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wer^likewifb  included.  Thefe  inquiries  after  fliarp- 
Cj.'* * * §,  ii-Ock- jobbers,  and  perfons  who  had  acquired  im- 
menle  riches,  ferved  only  to  difcover  fome  dreadful 
mal  venations but.  did  not  relieve  the  people,  any 
more  than  die  examination- of  the  Financiers  had  done 
at  the  beginning  of  the  Regency.  They  received  at 
eah  lome  little  comfort  in  their  mileries,  from  the 
pul- ic  tale  that  was  made  of  Laws  goods,  and  the 
connkation  oi  his  eidates,  ct  which  he  had  fourteen 
that  had  titles  annexed  to  them. 

Afterwards*  in  Order  to  be  able  to  reduce  the  pub- 
lie.  debt  in  proportion  to  the  ftrength  ot  the 
ee  rf  date,  it  was  ordered  that  a  general  review 
—  5  Jan.  iliouxd  be  made  oi  all  the  new  property  that 
1721.  exuded,  and  that  the  proprietors  fhould  be 
T  .  obliged  to  give  declarations  of  its  origin,  and 
ot  the  price  .they  had  acquired  it  at,  in  order  that  ,this 
propeity  might  be  reduced  in  proportions.  There 
were  800  Clerks  employed  at  this  bufmefs,  which  pro¬ 
duced  difeoveries  no  ids  dr  iking  than  the  former.  If 
we  credit  the  memoirs  of  the  times,  the  fortune  of  M. 
le  Blanc  amounted  to  feventeen  millions  * ;  that  or  AT 
de  la  Faye,  to  as  much;  that  of  M.  de  Farges,  to 
twenty  millions  f  ;  that  of  M.  de  Verrde,  to  twenty- 
eight  millions  J  ;  and  that  of  Madame  de  Chaumont 
to  one  hundred  and  twentyTeven  millions  §.  From 
the  ruins  ot  how  many  thoufand  private  fortunes  mail* 
not  thefe  have  been  accumulated  ? 

By  this  review  it  appeared,  that  the  account  of  alt 
the  demands,  of  whatever  kind,  then  extant,  either 
upon  the  King  or  the  Company,  amounted  to  three 
thoufand  two  hundred  millions  |b  and  that  al mod  one 
third  of  this  fum  confided  in  fliares  on  the  Company, 
whofe  capital  was  nine  hundred  millions  CT.  We  may 
Ooferve,  that  this  capital  was  already  much  ciminifhed 

fines 

*  Above  feven  hundred  thoufand  pound?. 

F  Upwards  of  eight  hundred  thousand  pounds, 

if  Upwards  of  one  million  fterling. 

§  Upwards  of  five  millions  fterling. 

|j  Upwards  of  one  hundred  and  thirty-three  millions. 

<§f  Thirty-feven  millions  five  hundred  thoufand 
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f[nce  tlie  beginning,  which  we  have  calculated  at  nearly 
double  that  lum  ;  as  much  from  the  voluntary  facriti- 
ces  of  the  Lords  of  the  Mifiifhpi,  at  the  head  of  which 
were  the  Duke  of  Bourbon,  the  Duke  ci’Antin,  and 
Law  himfelf,  as  by  reducing  the  number  of  fhares 
from  fix  hundred  thoufand  to  fifty  thoufand,  at  the 
lame  time  of  their  being  liquidated. 

The  laft  fingular  circumrfance  of  fo  many  monftrous 
and  defpotic  operations,  was  the  necefiity  ol  eftablifh- 
ing  another  tribunal,  defigned  under  the  title  of  Cham - 
hre  de  /’ ArfenaU  which  took  cognizance  of  all  the  mal- 
verfations  that  had  been  committed  there  ;  and  it  was 
found  that  a  Mafter  of  requefis,  named  Talhouet,  to* 
gether  with  an  Abbe  Clement  and  their  agents,  were 
convicted  of  having  conveyed  away  for  their  own  be¬ 
nefit,  to  the  amount  of  at  lealt  thirty  millions  *  in 
fhares.  The  two  firft  had  been  condemned  to 
be  beheaded,  and  the  others  to  be  hanged  :  27  Aug. 
but  at  that  time,  as  now,  juftice  was  with-  1723, 
out  vigour  againft  notorious  rafeals  ;  they 
were  pardoned,  or  at  kail  their  pu rudiments  wer$ 
commuted. 

The  fame  thing  happened  with  regard  to  two  other 
culprits,  perfons  of  real  confequence  j  or  rather  they 
got  off  infinitely  better,  though  there  was  great  reafon 
to  think  them  culpable,  and  to  make  examples  offthiem, 
which  would  have  been  fo  much  the  more  ufeful  as 
their  conditions  were  more  exalted. 

The  firft,  a  Peer  of  France,  a  member  of  the  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Regency,  and  at  the  head  of  the  Council  of  Fi¬ 
nance,  was  the  Duke  de  la  Force.  Independent  of 
his  dignities,  which  ought  to  have  prevented  him 
from  fubjedling  himfelf  to  an  accufation,  lefs  criminal 
perhaps  than  it  was  mean  and  odious,  he  was  reputed 
to  be  one  of  thofe  philofophic  men  genius  with, 
which  the  Court  of  the  Reger  t  abounded.  It  would 
not  have  been  natural  to  fuppefe  him  pofibfted  of  a 
fordid  cupidity,  to  which  t  elevation  of  his  birth, 
and  that  of  the  fentiments  he  made  a  parade  of,  were 

equally 

&  One  million,  two  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  pounds. 
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equally  repugnant.  But  tlie  evidences  were  fo  fa  on  o' 
again  ft  him,  that  the  ffirft  Judges  having  begun  the 
hearing  o!  a  trial  lor  monopoly  in  which  he  was  involv¬ 
ed,  relerred  the  matter  to  the  Parliament,  This  no¬ 
bleman  had  jobbed  to  advantage  in  the  Quineampoix- 
ftreet ;  and,  in  order  not  to  lofe  the  immenfe  profit 
he  had  made,  as  he  could  not  realize  in  money,  lie 
had  entered  into  the  fcheme  of  converting  his  paper 
into  fine  lpices,  and  of  fecuring  to  himfelf,  by  another 
lucrative  trade,  a  further  increafe  of  riches.  He  had, 
as  is  uiual  in  fuch  cafes,  borrowed  the  names  of  other 
perfons,  who  were  taken  up,  and  betrayed  him. 

6  Feb  The  Pr^r‘C€S  and  P€ers  Were  met  to  hear  the 
*  cbarge  of  the  Attorney  General.  The  indig¬ 
nation  ran  fo  high,  that  they  were  already 
voting  to  leize  upon  his  perfon,  when  Marflial  Villeroi 
Paved  him,  by  demanding  that  he  fliould  be  previoufty 
heard.  This  Peer  was,  according  to  appearances, 
interefted  in  favour  of  the  accufed  :  he  knew  that  in* 
criminal  matters  the  great  point  was  to  gain  time.  The 
Duke  gg  la  Force,  fummoned  to  be  heard,  delayed 
on  pretence  of  etiquette  j  he  refufed  to  pull  off  his 
fword  before  the  Parliament,  alledging,  that  the  Coun- 
fellors  who  were  accufed  in  the  fame  manner,  kept 
their  gowns  on.  This  contefl  was  previoufly  to  be 
fettled. 

But  the  circumflance  that  will  make  it  very  difficult 
to  perfuade  pofterity  of  the  Duke  de  la  Force’s  inno~ 
cence,  vaas  the  violence  he  ufed  to  prevent  juftice 
from  obtaining  the  proofs  it  might  hav-e  got  of  his  crime 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  his  houfe.  He  was  ordered 
to  appear  perfonally,  on  account  of  this  new  offence. 
This  was  of  little  confequence  to  him,  if  he  fucceeded 
in  the  effential  point  ;  which  was  to  delay,  to  excite 
divifions  between  the  Peers  and  the  Magiflrates,  and 
even  to  occafion  a  reparation  between  the  former.  The 
fuccefs  went  beyond  his  expectations,  and  there  v/a* 
a  decree  of  appeal  to  the  Council.  This  occafioned 
vigorous  remonftrances  from  the  parliament,  the  model 
of  many  others  that  have  ft  nee  been  made  upon  the 
fame  fubjeft.  In  thefe  ftrftof  the  kind,  they  had  the 

advantage. 
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advantage  of  fpeaking  in  the  name  of  three  Princes  of 
the  blood  *,  and  in  that  of  the  great  number  of  Dukes 
who  had  not  feparated  themfclves  from  this  Company. 

The  Court  yielded  to  thefe  prefling  remonftrances.j 
but,  preferving  Hill  the  arbitrary  power,  which  gra¬ 
dually  became  the  foie  principle  of  government,  they 
lent  back  the  caufe  oi  the  Duke  cie  la  Force  to  be 
tried  before  the  Parliament,  as  by  permiflion  3  a  fnare 
which  the  latter  avoided,  by  regiliering  the  caufe  with 
certain  refbibtions.  This  caufe  lafted  feveral  months 
longer,  and  the  illuilrious  perfon  accufed  had  all  the 
leifure  to  form  intrigues  and  to  clear  himfell.  A  flight 
ilain  was  however  fixed  upon  him,  inafmuch  as  the 
intervening  decree  fignified,  that  the  Duke  cie  la  Force 
< would  he  expected  to  a£t  with  more  circumfpeflton ,  and  to 
behave  him] elf  in  future  in  an  irreproachable  manner » 
Jo  as  became  his  birthy  and  his  rank  of  Duke  and  Peer , 
His  agents  were  more  feverely  punifhed,  lefs,  un¬ 
doubtedly,  on  account  of  their  fuppofed  monopoly , 
w  hich  was  part  of  their  trade,  than  for  having  brought 
in  quefiion  the  honour  of  a  great  nobleman;  whom,  as 
men,  the  Magiftrates  could  not  avoid  finding  cuipable, 
but  whom,  as  Judges,  they  could  not  condemn  :  at 
leaft  fo  we  ought  to  think  for  their  credit.  The  Duke  s 
accomplices  w’ere  a  Mr.  Orient,  who-had  been  received 
a  freeman  of  the  Grocer’s  company,  and  who  was  the 
pretended  purchafer  of  the  merchandize  lai  i  to  belong 
to  the  Chevalier  de  Landais,  who  was  the  real  repre- 
Tentative  of  the  French  Peer.  The  firib  Was  cenfured 
and  deprived  of  his  freedom,  and  the  fecond  was  ad- 
monifhed  and  condemned  to  pay  fix  hundred  livres* 
^damages  and  mterell,  and  to  fatisfy  all  the  colts  ;  as 
alfo  was  Bernard,  Secretary  to  theJDukecle  la  Force* 
-and  du  Parc,  his  brother. 

The  fecond  illuilrious  culprit,  whofe  caufe  was 
Trought  before  the  Chamber  of  the  Arfenal,  was  M. 
•le  Blanc,  Secretary  for  the  war  department.  Towards 

the 

*  ■*  i 

*  The  Duke  cf  Bourbon,  the  Count  of  Charoiok,  and  the 
Trince  of  Conti. 

Twenty-five  pounds. 
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the  end  of  the  reign  of  Lewis  XV.  when  the  dcprcdV 
tions  or  Mimtters  were  multiplied  to  excefs,  it  was 
much  wifiied  that  one  of  them,  after  the  example  of 
bnguert'iind  f,  ihould  fuller,  in  order  to  deter  the  reft, 
A  Court  has  been  heard  to  (ay  to  a  King  in  its  re- 
monitrances,  Sir,  it  would  be  of  very  great  life,  if  Mi¬ 
ni  fiers  who  betray  their  trufl  were  to  be  puni/he d\.  And 
perhaps  the  chalrifernent  of  this  one  might  have  faved 
France  from  many  evils. 

M.  le  Blanc,  already  called  to  account  by  the  Cham- 
jci  ofjuftice  before  he  became  Minifter,  was  removed  in 
the  month  of  July,  was  arrefted  in  November, 
i  /  22.  ctno  C0j. fined  in  the  Ballille  ;  and  from  an  evident 
and  fhameful  collufion  he  was  not  brought 
to  trial,  till  after  fome  Paymafters  of  Pravinces,  Town 
Majors,  and  M.  le  Jonchere,  Paymafter  General  of 
the  army,  who  were  all  accufed  of  frauds  and  malver- 
lations,  had  been  made  prifoners.  With  refpebt  to  M. 
le  Bianc,  fome  confiderable  fums  were  in  queflion,  of 
which  an  account  was  demanded  from  him,  and  which 

pietended  to  nave  Qilpoled  of  only  according  to  the 
Regent’s  orders.  ° 

The  fortunate  circumftances  that  attended  the  accu¬ 
sation,  contributed  not  a  little  to  exculpate  him;  and 
the  length  of  time  was  efpecially  of  great  fervice  to 
him,  for  his  trial  lafled  near  two  years.  He  was  fet  at 
liberty  with  the  Count  and  the  Chevalier  de  Belleifie, 
and  M.  Moreau  ue  Sechelles,  who  were  joint— 
7  May  ly  accufed  with  him.  Some  memoirs  of  the 
1725.  times  a  fibre  us  that  he  julbifie.d  himfelf  fully. 

An  author*,  who  is  rather  inclined  to  fatire 
than  to  indulgence,  fpeaks  of  him  in  the  following 

“  M.  le  Blanc  had  juftly  acquired  a  great  reputati- 
5  on  ;  and  his  merit-,  his  experience,  his  affability  to 

“  mbitary 

-f  Minifter  of  Finances,  who,  accoiding  to  Hutin,  was  hanged 
l*1  r  3 *  5’ >  uncer  Lewis  X.  All  the  hiltorians  ipe.ik  ck  him  as  be* 


ip.-. 


n  accent. 

1  Sev  the  remonftr-i aces  efthe  Parliamen  of  P  ovcnc 
of  February  1771,  p.  zz.  I.  z. 

*  The  author  of  u  Anecdotes  of  Perfiz,”- 
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^  military  men,  and  above  all ,  his  misfortunes ,  made 
him  long  regretted.”  . 

In  a  word,  the  circumftance  that  ought  to  have  fl- 
lenced  all  his  enemies,  and  to  have  proved  his  inno¬ 
cence  to  the  public  inconteftibly,  was  his  reftoration  to 
that  pod  in  the  Miniikry,  which  he  occupied  at  the 
time  of  his  difgrace. 

The  fall  of  the  fyftem  had  oCcaftond  other  finifter 
events,  fuch  as  the  difmiifion  of  M.  d’Argenfon,  and  • 
the  baniiliment  of  the  Parliament  to  Pontoife.  It  leems 
that  the  difgrace  of  one  was  merely  an  affair  of  humour 
and  conveniece,  and  that  of  the  other  a  piece  of  re¬ 
venge  of  the  Regent’s,  tor  having  been  taken  for  a 
dupe.  He  loved  the  Keeper  of  the  Seals  ;  but  that 
head  of  the  law  was  not  agreeable  to  the  public.  In  the 
crifis  hisR.H.  now  expen  meed,  it  was  neceifary  he  fhould 
be  reconciled  to  the  people  ;  and  he  imagined  he  had 
found  out  the  means  of  effecting  this,  by  recalling  M. 
d’Aguefleauj  a  Magiftrate  infinately  more  popular. 

B elides,  he  ilatterea  hhefelf  he  fhould  thus 


gain  theikvour  r.f  the  Pa  diament,by  obtaining  y  June 
their  approbation  of  the  me  a  lures  he  was  tak-  1 720. 
ing  to  raife  the  bills.  But  this  Company,  which 
had  Oppofed  fo  Fro  ugly  the  fatal  blow  given  to  the 
Bank,  by  a  new  contrariety,  would  not  concur  in  its 
re-eftablifhmenc  whether  it  were  that  they  had  found 
out  their  error,,  or  that  they  conceived  the  remedy  to 
be  wpjffe  than  the  d.i'eefe. 

The  tranllatiop  of  the  Parliament  to  Pontoife,  by 
virtue  of  letters  de  Cachet  of  the  2fft  July,  was  execut¬ 
ed  with  a  great  deal  of  parade.  The  Fir  ft  Frefiderrt 
was  guarded  in  his  room  by  an  ofticer,  and  two  cents- 
nels  were  placed  at  his  door  to  prevent  any  one  from 
(peaking  to  him.  The  troops  of  the  Houfhold  were* 
ordered  to  keep  themfelves  in  readinefs  to  march  in  cafe 
or  necelllty.  Patroles  both  op.  horfcback  and  on  foot, 
were  Tat  .re  ’  in  he  different  quarters  of  Paris.  The 
King’s  regiment,  with  thofe  of  Champagne  and  Navar- 
re^  were  on  ihen*  march,  with  feveral  others,  to  form 
a  camp  in  the  invirons  of  Paris  oi  twenty-five  thoufand 
men.  Precautions  which  \ver£  rather  ufeleis,  for  eve¬ 
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ry  man  was  engaged  in  thinking  of  his  own  fituati- 
'on>  and  paid  little  attention  to  that  of  the  Parliament ; 
vyho  were  even  reproached  with  not  having  prevented 
the  evil,  by  oppofr g  it  in  its  origin. 

^  The  p leavers  ^  were  thole  who  buffered  moft  from 
tms  exile  i  in  vain  did  they  flock  to  Pontoife,  nothing 
was  done  tnere  :  the  Couniellors,  availing  themfelves 
'•or  the  liberty  given  then^by  their  profeffion,  would  not 
leave  Paris,  in  vain  did  they  threaten  to  expunge 
from  their  lift  all  tnofe  who  did  not  come  there  ;  the 
lawyers  looked  upon  fome  ot  their  brethren,  Who 
were  iruimiuated  by  theie  menaces,  with  an  evil  eye. 
The  Parliament  in  this  city  confidered  themfelves  as  in 
tne  country  ;  a  good  tableyvas  kept,  high  gaming  went 
forwards,  bails  were  given  to  the  ladies  ;  and  this  cit”, 
by  the  expenccs  thefe  Gentlemen  made  there,  and  by 
the  fuite  they  drew  after  them,  regained  what  it  had 
loft  in  Bark  bills. 

By  a  Angularity  which  will  not  fail  to  ftrike  the 
philosophic  reader  who  reflects  upon  events,  it  hap¬ 
pened  that  this  fame  Chancellor,  who  was  recalled  to 
footh  the  Parliament,  marked  his  reftoration,  on  the 
contrary,  merely  by  fignlng  thefe  monuments  of  their 
difgrace  and  profcription.  It  is  true  he  refilled  at 
ft/ ft  i  he  reprefented  that  it  would  be  calling  in  ques¬ 
tion  his  attachment  to  the  laws  and  the  magiftrature  ; 
yand  he  threatened  to  retire :  a  week  was  allowed  him 
to  confider  of  it.  Frene,  his  .country  feat,  was  gather 
a  fine  fpot  ;  but  he  preferred  the  capital.  At  the  ex¬ 
piration  of  the  fatal  tern;,  he  finned  whatever  was  re¬ 
quired  of  him ;  and  fome  ludicrous  perfon  of  Paris 
wrote  upon  the  gate  of  his  hotel  thefe  holy  words, 
Et  homo  fad  us  eji  $  the  application  of  which  was  very 
.humiliating. 

Befides,  the  Parliament  foon  put  themfelves  in  a 
^fit-nation  not  to  have  any  reproach  to  make  to  him  ; 
-they  relaxed  in  a  itill  more  fjiameful  manner,  and, 
fearing  that  they  i-hould  be  exiled  to  Blois,  where  they 
where  threatened  to  be  transferred,  they  regiftered 
many  things  they  had  before  refufed,  refp^&ing  the 
Bank  bills,  under  the  fecret  convention  that  they  ihould 

be 
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be  reimburfedin  fpecie  for  all  the  bills  which  they  held. 
An  arrangement  offuch  a  kind  was  not,  without  doubt* 
the  open  ad  of  the  whole  Company.  It  is  well  kown 
that  in  public  affemblies,  though  the  molt  depraved, 
though  even  fucli  as  where  a  Cartouch  or  Mandrin 
prefides,  honour,  probity,  and  difintereftednefs  are 
conftantiy  fpoken  of;  but  all  bodies  are  moved  by 
fome  chiefs  or  by  certain  members,  whole  genius  gives 
them  an  afcendant  over  the  relt.  Thefe  are  fird 
brought  over,  and  the  Court  becomes  miftrefs  of  the 
•fuffrages  which  their  eloquence  attraas,  oftentimes  bv 
making  a  boaft  of  the  good  of  the  date,  and  of  their 
patriotifm.  The  Parliament  was  redored  on  the  20th 
or  December  iyzo. 

It  was  then  that  M.  d’AgudTeau  found  himfelf  firm¬ 
ly  feated  In  his  dignity,  and  M.  d’Argenfon,  who  had 
nattered  himfelf  with  the  hope  of  regaining  the  fe^ls 
loft  fight  of  them  entirely.  Although  his  difgrace  was 
accompanied  with  many  marks  of  diftinftion  ;  that  he 
kept  the  title  of  Keeper  of  the  Seals  ;  that  he  was  at  li¬ 
berty  to  attend  the  Councils  whenever  he  pleafed  - 
pd  that  the  Regent,  though  he  removed  him  from  his 
'poit,  did  not  withdraw  his  efteem  and  confidence  from 
him,  but  continued  ftill  to  coniult  him  in  .all  matters 
'^  importance,  yet  he  tvas  not  able  to  bear  the  change 
That.man,  whofe  mind  was  fo  firm,  who  had  expert 
-ed  this  revolution,  who  had  often  faid  that  the  honours 
ot  thofe  ttmes  were  merely  tranfient  honours,  expe- 
nenced  the  fame  fate  as  moftperfons  of  the  fame  kind. 
His. pailofopny  abandoned  him  5  he  could  not  bear  un 
^gaind  chagrin  ;  but  fell  into  a  languilW  difeaf- 
*and  diea  at  the  end  of  a  year.  The  hatred  9 

of  the  populace  of  Paris  was  roufed  at  the 
light  of  his  corpfe,  which  was  conveying  to 
the  church  of  St.  Nicholas  du  Char demur, et, 
where  the  burying-place  of  his  family  was.  L  ne  ru 
mu  t  was  great  ;  his  corpfe  was  very  near  being  pull- 
e  to  pieces,  and  his  two  for  s,  who  were  following  the 
uneral  proceflion  in  their  coaches,  were  obliged  to 
^ake  their  efcape.  ^  This  fury  proves,  that,  notwith- 
anamg  the  zeal  ol  lome  apologilL  m  defending  \L 
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il’Afgenfon,  for  having  ever  been  concerned  in  the 
fyftem,  yet  he  was  conlidered  as  one  of  the  au-hors  of 
it,  and  that  if  he  did  oppofe  it,  it  was  too  late,  and 
when  the  evil  was  irremediable.  We  mull  however  do 
him  the  juftice  to  fay,  that  he  favoured  the  fyftem 
merely  as  a  politician,  and  not  as  a  vile  mercenary  ; 
Und  that  he  did  not  only  avoid  increafmg  his  own 
riches  by  this  infamous  method,  but  alfo  prevented  his 
children  from  enriching  themfelves  by  it.  He  laid 
with  the  Pfalmift,  Oleum  peccatoris  non  impinguet  caput 
meujn. 

All  thefe  private  cataftrophes,  the  confequences  of 
.the  fyftem,  were  nothing  in  comparifon  with  the  ge¬ 
neral  cataftrophe  of  the  kingdom,  almoft  ruined,  and 
at  the  brink  of  deftruftion.  it  was  neceffary  to  relieve, 
as  much  as  polftble,  millions  of  unhappy  perfons,  dy¬ 
ing  with  nnfery,  with  this  paper  in  their  hancis.  V\  e 
have  calculated,  that  all  the  property  brought  in  at 
the  general  vifa,  excluftve  of  the  fhares  of  the  India 
Company,  amounted  to  two  thoufand  two  hundred 
millions  *.  We  fay  brought  in>  becaufe  many  perfons 
obftinately  refufed  to  undergo  this  review,  and  that 
madmen  were  ftill  found  giving  a  value  to  the  paper 
though  it  was  cancelled,  notwithftanding  the  repeated 
prohibitions  iffued  to  negotiate  it  in  this  date,  even 

blinder  penalty  oi  a  fine  f. 

Thefe  two  thoufand  two  hundred  millions,  by  the 
operations  of  the  had  more  than  500  millions  % 

taken  off  from  them,  of  which  the  State  was  difcharg- 
^d  :  therefore,  there  were  feventeen  hundred  millions  § 

*  Upwards  of  nmety-one  minions  and  a  half  fterling.  Accord- 
ine  to  the  verbal  procefs  of  the  nth  of  September  17*8,  they 
amounted  to  twenty-two  millions  [“  near  one  million  t  ei  tng  ] 

“T'of  three  thoufand  livres  [one  hundred  and  twenty-five 

'  j  -l  Ther^  were  ftock-iobbers  in  172,2.,  who  hill  gave  fixty 

in  f°r  2  b;}‘  f  r  livres 

land  livres  [above  forty  pounds]  and  from  Company! 

[between  two  and  three  pounds]  for  a  (hare  w 1  the  _  twcnty- 

%  Five  hundred  and  twenty-two  millions  of  livres  [near  twenty 

one  millions  fterling.] 

_■§  Upwards  offeventy  millions  fterling. 
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ef this  property  remaining  to  be  paid  off,  certificates 
tor  the  liquidation  .of  which  were  delivered,  which 
were  to  be  difcharged  to  their  value  in  ipecie 

Moniieur  le  Pelletier  de  la  Houffaye,  appointed 
Comptroller  General  after  Mr.  Law,  that  is  to  fay  at 
the  molt  troublefome  and  molt  critical  period  France 
lad  ever  experienced,  made  a  report  to  the  Council  of 
-Regency,^  in.  which  he  demonftrated  the  impoffibility 
ot  anfwenng  the  engagements  made  with  the  Kina’s 
new  creditors.  He  made  a  propofal  to  create  to  the 
amount  of  forty  million*  *  of  annuities,  charged  upon 
-the  Hotel  de  V, lie  at  Pans,  and  upon  the  faxes  ;  or 
to  receive  the  liquidations  of  offices  created  or  to  be 
-created  j  or  to  proceed  in  any  other  manner,  that  Ihould 
prevent  much  money  from  being  drawn  out  of  the 
King  s  coffers.  Such  was  the  form  of  this  bankruptcy  - 
more  protraded  more  coftiy,  and  more  burdenfome’ 
without  doubt,  than  that  propofed  at  the  beginning  0f 
the  Regency.  ° 

^  Thus  it  was,  that  Lewis  XV.  approaching  to  maio- 
rity,  was  beginning,  under  finifter  aufpices,  a  remn 

■!r„1S  10  tcf,mln«e  w  a  no  lefs  fatal  mannlr. 

1  he  difference  indeed  is,  that  at  that  time  the  misfor¬ 
tunes  of  the  State  could  not  be  imputed  to  him.  The 
Prince  feemed  rather  to  promife  fome  happy  difpofi- 
tions,  for  his  time  of  life.  Though  the  delicacy  of  his 
conftitutton  prevented  his  particular  application  to 
ltudies  that  require  a  certain  degree  of  attention,  yet 
m  1718  there  appeared  a  book,  entitled,  Courfe  of  the 
principal  risers  in  Europe  printed  under  his  name,  as 
compofed  by  him,  of  which  fifty  copies  were  worked 

the  Courtiers  eagerly  difputed  with 
each  other.  It  is  fa, d,  that  M.  De  Lille,  his  inftrudor 
4  branch,  had  given  him  a  great  deal  of  affiftance. 

1  ,  PUP'.3>  however,  mull  have  had  fome /hare  in  it, 

LfLT"  rreafon  !°  adu!atorS  to  flatter  him  upon 
this  fubjed.  In  reality,  M.  de  Voltaire  obfervesfin 

his  panegyric  of  him  *,  that  this  tafte  led  the  King  to 

'  P  a  fome 

*  Above  one  million  and  a  half  (terli-n g. 

ol'T  5ffioCfTX77lriOUI‘CCd  “  3 raeetiSg  0f  Aca- 


7<5 


THE  PRIVATE  LIFE 


fome  knowledge  in  Aftronomv,  and  Natural  Hiflory, 
His  external  graces  began  alio  to  unfold  themfelves, 
and  when  he  was  no  more  than  ten  years  of  age,  he 
danced  upon  the  theatre  oi  the  Tuilieries,  with  feve- 
ral  young  Noblemen  of  his  Court,  in  the  comedy  of 
-the  IriconnU)  where  he  was  much  admired. 

He  alfo  fhone  in  an  exercife  more  worthy  of  himfeif. 
In  order  to  reduce  to  practice  the  military  lehbns  that 
were  given  to  him,  a  camp  was  formed  at  two  leagues 
from  Verfailles,  where  a  fort  was  befieged,  and  a 
fliam  fight  inftituted.  The  Prince  was  infinitely  de¬ 
lighted  with  it ;  he  was  not  a  meer  fpeftator,  but  put 
Iiunfelf  at  the  head  of  the  befiegers,  and  by  the  ar¬ 
dour  he  fhewed,  one  would  have  imagined  that  he 
one  day,  would  have  become  a  warlike  monarch. 

At  length  he  began  to  difplay  an  exterior  Oi  Ma- 

defcy,  in  his  audience  oEMehemet  Effendi,  Ambafkdcr 

from  the  Porte,  which,  at  the  fame  time,  aifordec  a 
fpe&acle  proper  to  amufe  his  infancy  ;  and  this  was 
certainly  the  objeft  of  it,  rather  than  that  given  out 
to  the  public  ;  which  was  to  affure  the  King,  that,  at 
his  consideration,  his  Highnefs  would  take  under  his 
-protection,  the  Eriars  of  jerufalem,  and  that  he  had 
given  orders  for  the  repairing  or  the  monaftery,  and 
die  church  of  the  Holy  Sepulchre.  His  Majefty  was 
lefs  ftricken  with  thefe  afiurances,  than  with  the  pearls 
and  jewels,  which  fparkled  on  every  part  of  the  Muf- 

ful man’s  drefs.  « 

It  is  well  known  that  his  judgment  was  always 
•found.  He  had  entered  into  the  Council  of  Regency 
fnce  the  year  tyzo,  and  had  the  prudence  to  keep 
filent.  The  year  following,  he  lpoke  there  tor  the 
frit  time.  M.  d'Armenonville  had  juft.  been  reading 
to  him,  a  letter  from  he  King  of  Spain,  m  which  that 
Monarch  acquiefced  in  the  marriage  of  the  Infanta  his 
daughter  with  Lewis  XV.  The  Regent  then  told  his 
Majefty,  that  it  was  neceffary  he  thould  exp'ain  him- 
felf  The  King  anfwered,  that  he  gave  his  f  t 
with  pleafure,  and  that  he  was  fatistied  with  the  a 

l»ace  propofeds  . 
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But  without  opening  his  lips,  his  filence  was  even 
then  exprCffive.  When  his  R.  H.  brought  to  the  King 
the  news  of  M.  d’Agueffeau’s  fecond  difmiilion,  and 
prefen  ted  his  fucceffor  to  the  Seals,  his  Majefty  looking 
at  them  with  a  melancholy  countenance,  made  them 
plainly  perceive,  that  he  was  not  pleated  with  -the 
change; 

His  anfwer  to  the  Regent,  on  the  day  of  his  majori¬ 
ty,  did  not  lefs  furniflr  a  proof  of  his  avcrfion  for  fe ve¬ 
rity,  and  could  not  but  excite  favourable  impreflions, 
of  the  good  net's  of  his  heart.  His  R.  H.  in  refigning  to 
him  the  reins  of  the  government  of  his  kingdom,  which 
was  in  good  order,  and  delivered  from  a  contagious 
malady  *,  alked  what  orders  it  would  pleafe  his  Ma¬ 
jefty  to  give  refpedling  feveral  particulars.,  and  efpe- 
cially  with  regard  to  his  fubje<5ts  banifhed  on  account 
of  Ecclefiaftic  affairs.  His  Majefty  laid,  that  he  had 
han't /he  d  nobody. 

Nevertheless,  the  continuance  of  the  fame  letters 
de  Cachet ,  which  proceeded  with  greater  violence  than 
ever,  and  lafted  to  the  end  of  this  reign,  might  induce 
tis  to  think,  that  this  was  nothing  more  than  fimplicity. 

He  alfo  difeovered  a  great  deal  of  fenfibility  upon, 
occalion  of  the  difgrace  of  the  Marllial  Duke  de  Villeroir 
his  Governor. 

Six  months  before  the  majority  of  the  King,  the 
Regent  had  declared  publicly,  that  it  was  time  to  inform 
his  Majefty  of  the  affairs,  and  fecrets  of  State,  and 
that  he  would  take  that  care  upon  himfelf.  He  had 
even  explained  himfelf  in  private  with  the  Governor, 
telling  him,  that  he  meanf  to  ftudy  every  morning 
with  the  young  King.  On  the  tenth  of  Auguft,  hav¬ 
ing  defired  his  Majefty  to  go  along  with  him  into  his 
clofet,  Marfhal  Villeroi  endeavoured  to  accompany  his- 
Royal  Pupil,  faying,  that  he  could  not  lofe  fight  of  fo 
facred  a  depot.  The  Prince  was  fo  much  offended  at 

E  3  this 

*  A  merchant  fhip  arrived  from  Sydon  to  Marfailles,  had 
brought  the  plague  with  it,  in  172,0.  It  occafioned  great  ravages 
during  nearly  two  years.  Lines  had  been  eftablifhed  in  different 
provinces  to  prevent  the  communication.  Thefe  had  juft  been 
removed  at  the  end  of  1721* 
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this  miftruft  that  he  punifhed  the  Governor  with  ex- 
led  and  fubftituted  in  his  room  the  Duke  de  CharofL 

S°foTmedemanded  ^  hlS  on  the  abfence  of 

This  proceeding  was  the  more  bold,  as  Marihal 
\  uieroi  s  conduct  was  authorized,  by  what  had  hap¬ 
pened  to  his  father.  That  Nobleman,  in  his  time,  had 
been  Governor  to  Lewis  XIV.  Ann  of  Auftria,  then 
Kegent  of  the  kingdom,  had  one  day  fomething  par¬ 
ticular  to  communicate  to  the  King,  the  old  Marihal 
was  gomg  to  withdraw,  out  of  refpedt;  when  her 
Majefty  laid  to  him  ?  Stay,  Sir,  fence  I  have  intruded 
you  with  trie  education  of  the  King  my  fon,  there  is  no 
jecret  for  you,  and  you  ought  never  to  lofe  fight  of  his 
perfon.  i  his  affair  was  fully  fufHcient  to  give  occafion 
to  the  renewal  of  thofe  atrocious  fufpicions,  fe  often 
*rumouied  in  public,  againft  his  R.  H.  The  precipitate, 
and  voluntary  retreat,  of  the  former  Bifhop  of  Frejus, 

on  the  fame  day,  feemed  to  involve  him  in  thefe  re¬ 
ports. 

I  he  King  cried,  and  was  fo  much  vexed,  that  he 
broke  the  windows  :  he  would  neither  eat  nor  fleep, 
wnen  he  found  himfelf  deprived  of  two  perfons  to 
whom  he  was  accu Homed.  This  determined  the  Duke 
of  Orleans  not  to  give  way  to  his  refentment  againft  the 
latter,  whofe  flight,  as  it  feemed  to  be,  produced  a 
ftiil  worfe  efFedt.  He  therefore  ordered  him,  to  return 
inftantly,  and  refume  his  functions.  The  Bifliop  com¬ 
plied,  and  by  that  means,  according  to  appearances, 
fe  cured  to  himfelf  the  great  fituation,  to  which  he  was 
afterwards  raifed. 

Since  that  time,  the  young  Prince  did  not  dilclofe 
any  part  of  his  character  till  at  the  ceremony  of  his 
coronation,  the  vain  pomp  of  which  we  final!  not  de- 
fcribe.  We  fhd'll  only  obferve,  as  a  circumftance  till 
that  time  unknown  in  our  hiftorv,  that  the  fix  lay  Peers 
of  France,  were  reprefented  by  fix  Princes  of  the"  blood. 

When  the  young  King  went  to  Rheims  to  be  crown¬ 
ed,  on  the  day  of  the  ceremony,  which  is  very  Jong, 
tney  gave  him  in  the  morning,  according  to  an  antient 
cuftom,  founded  no  doubt  upon  a  permiflion  from  the 

Pope, 
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Pope,  fome  broth  to  take,  though  he  was  to  receiver 
the  facrament,  and  that  the  difcipline  of  the  church 
requires,  one  fhould  be  falling  for  this  purpofe.  He 
refufed  to  take  any,  notwithbanding  the  intreaties  that 
were  made,  and  the  example  of  his  predecelTors,  which 
was  mentioned  to  him.  He  laid,  he  chofe  rather  one 
iliould  read  in  bis  hdtory,  that,  he  had  refufed  to  take 
any  thing,  before  his  approaching  to  the  Holy  Table.- 
This  broke  iliewed  how  much  he  was,  even  then, 
more  attached  to  the  letter,  than  to  the  fpirit  of  religion. 

At  the  fame  coronation,  when  the  crown  had  been 
placed  on  the  head  of  his  Majelty,  he  took  it  off,  and 
laid  it  on  the  altar.  It  was  reprefented  to  him,  that 
he  ought  to  wear  it  during  the  ceremony;  he  anfwered, 
that  lie  had  rather  pay  the  homage  of  it  to  him,  from 
whom  he  had  received  it.  He  was  doubtlefs  already, 
impreiled  wi-.h  that  maxim,  which  he  has  iince  difclof- 
ed  with  fo  much  feverity,  at  the  meeting  of  Parliament, 
on  the  third  of  March  1766:  that  he  held  his  crovom 
only  from  God . 

The  King,  at  his  return  from  Rheims,  made  fome 
£ay  at  Villers-Coterets,  where  the  Duke  of  Orleans 
gave  him  a  luperb  entertainment.  All  his  Majeby’s 
train  was  treated  in  a  fplendid  manner,  as  well^s  the 
multitude  of  curious  people  who  flocked  there,  in  great 
numbers.  His  R.  H.  carried  his  magnificence  fo  far, 
as  to  caufe  thofe  whom  the  cable  could  not  contain,  to 
be  lodged  and  treated  at  his  own  expence  in  the  inns. 

The  Duke  of  Bourbon  enjoyed  afterwards  the  fame 
honour  at  Chantilly,  where  the  febival,  on  account  of 
the- beauty  of  the  lituation  had  bill  a  greater  eclat. 
This  gave  occafionto  fome  arch  fellow  to  fay,  that  the 
river  of  MiJJijJipi  muft  necejfarily  have  pa  [fed  by  there. 

It  was  at  thefe  febivals  that  Lewis  XV.  for  the  firb 
time,  partook  of  the  diverfion  of  hunting,  for  which  he. 
conceived  fo  great  a  liking,  that  it  afterwards  be¬ 
came  a  patTion,  a  fury,  which  age  could  not  even 
abate. 

The  King  having  entered  on  his  fourteenth  16  Feb , 
year,  the  Duke  of  Orleans  went  in  the  morning  1 723. 
to  his  levee,  to  pay  his  refpedts  to  him,  and 

E  4  to 
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fo  alk  him  his  orders,  refpeding  the  government  of  the 
State. 

22  Feb .  This  cerefriony  was  followed  by  another  of 
greater  eclat,  the  meeting  of  a  Bed  of  juftice, 
in  which  his  Majefty  announced  his  majority,  and  faid, 
he  was  come  to  his  Parliament  to  declare,  according 
to  the  law  of  the  State,  that  he  would  henceforward 
take  upon  himfelf  the  government.  Afterwards,  the 
Duke  of  Orleans  being  prefent,  he  thanked  him  for  his 
care  ;  intreated  him  to  continue  it,  and  to  affiii  him  in 
ihe  important  adminiftration  of  his  kingdom.  At  the 
fame  time,  his  Majefty  confirmed  the  Cardinal  Dubois 
in  the  office  of  Prime  Minifler. 

We  have  feen  the  beginning  of  this  fortunate  man’s 
rife,  which  proceeded  flowly,  hnce  it  was  only  in  iyf6, 
that  is,  at  fixty  years  of  age,  that  he  was  made  Coun- 
fd lor  of  State..  But  when  once  he  was  got  into  the 
track  of  preferment,  he  loll  not  a  fingle  inftant.  Ia 
1717,  after  having  figned  at  the  Hague,  in  quality  of 
Ambaffador  Plenipotentiary,  the  treaty  of  the  triple 
alliance,  he  was  made  public  and  private  Secretary^ 
la  1718,  he  concluded  at  London,  the  famous  treaty 
for  a  general  peace  throughout  Europe.  At  his  return, 
he  was  intruded  with  the  department  for  foreign  affairs. 
He  was  created  Archbifhop  of  Cambray  in  1720.  Ifr 
was  upon  this  oeeafion,  as  he  was  defiring  the  perfonr 
who  confecrated  him,  to  make  him  previoufly  pafs 
through  the  orders  of  Prieft,  Deacon,  Sub-Deacon, 
the  four  Minor  Orders,  and  the  Tonfure,  the  officiating 
Clergyman,  tired  out,  exclaimed  :  Mu  ft  not  you  go 
through  ihe  ceremony  of  baptifm  likevoife  P  It  is  laid  at 
T^aft,  that  this  voas  the  firft  time  he  ever  received  the 
Sacrament.  Maffillon  was  the  perfon  who  was  mean 
enough  to  confecrate  him.  When  the  latter  came  to 
alk  his  licet  of  the  Cardinal  de  Noailles,  his  Eminence 
expreffed  his  furprize,  that  a  facred  orator,  who  had 
faid  fuch  fine  things,  fhould  fubmit  to  fo  infamous  an 
ad.  Pope  innocent  XIII.  placed  the  new  Archbifhop 
in  the  rank  of  Cardinals  the  year  following ;  and  he 
fignified,  that  he  had  honoured  that  Prelate  with  the 
purple,  not  fo  much  on  account  of  his  perfonal  merit, 

however 
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however  eminent  that  might  be,  as  for  the  ferviccs  he 
had  rendered  the  Church,  to  the  peace  of  which,  he 
was  one  of  thofe  who  had  moil  contributed.  We  lliall 
now  give  an  account  of  what  this  pretended  peace 
was. 

Since  the  ambiguous  letter  of  the  Regent,  upon  the 
affairs  of  the  times,  which  the  Janfenifts  had  at  firft 
confidered  as  favourable  to  their  party,  though  it  ap¬ 
peared  upon  explanation,  that  the  author  had  no  de- 
hgn  but  to  deceive  them,  they  continued  lofing  morev 
a-nd  more  of  their  credit  with  his  R.  H.  That  Prince, 
in  order  to  reflore  the  equilibrium,  thought  it  neceflary 
to  favour  the  advetle  party,  and  at  lafl  to  bring  about - 
union  and  peace  between  the  two.  He  charged  the 
Archbifhop  of  Cambray  with  this  negotiation.  The 
Archbilhop’s  firfl  care  was  to  make  himfelf  thoroughly 
acquainted  with  the  matter,  which  had  beforaoccupied 
the  leaf!  of  his  thoughts.  In  confequence  of  this  he 
held  frequent  conferences  with  the  chiefs  of  both  par¬ 
ties.  The  cardinals  de  Billy  and  de  Rohan  were  the 
principal  fupports  of  the  Conftitution.  One  of  thenv- 
a  man  of  wit  and  learning,  intimately  .connected  with, 
the  Jefuits,  was,  as  well  as  the  Biihop  of  Chartres, 
the  moll  zealous  promoter  of  the  perfecutions  carried  on  - 
by  thele  Fathers  again!!  their  adverfaries.  The  other/ 
of  a  moft  illuftrious  family,  great  Almoner  of  France 
and  Bifhop  of  Strafhourg,  was  polfelfed  of  that  kind  of  ' 
genius  which  penetrates  the  moll  abftraft  truths,  almoft  - 
»  y  and  without  application.  He  fpoke 
moreover  with  a  precifion,  a  clearnefs,  and  with  gra¬ 
ces  which  the  Cardinal  de  Polignac  could  only  have 
contefted  with  him,.  The  Cardinal  de  Noailles,  of*.- 
very  powerful  family,  and  perfonally  much  beloved’ 
by  the  Parifians,  was  the  only  Prelate  from  whom  the 
opponents  really  derived  any  confederation.  It  was 
reckoned  that  by  drawing  him  from  them  they  would 
be  j.o  much  weakened,  that  they  might  be  afterwards 
treated  at  pleafure,  without  apprehending  any  difa- 
gre cable  comequences.  But  the  difficulty  was  to  de¬ 
tach  him  from  them.  He  entertained  a  deep  refenf- 
inent  of  the  injuries  committed  by  the  Jefuits.  tic 
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was  belides  very  irrefolute.  In  a  word,  as  appellant 
and  re-appellant,  how  could  he  get  over  fuch  embar- 
r aliments  ?  Neverthelefs,  the  dexterity  of  the  negotiator 
found  out  a  falvo,  in  order  not  to  fhock  the  pride  of 
his  Eminence.  He  agreed  to  accede  to  the  Conftitution  5 
but  almoft  two  years  elapfed  before  he  kept  his  word. 

The  Pope  was  the  perfon  moft  difficult,  and  yet 
mod:  neceflary  to  be  managed.  Author  of  the  famous 
Bull  Unigenitus ,  he  was  attached  to  his  own  work. 
He  was  lorry  to  fee  that  it  was  not  regibered ;  his  in¬ 
dignation  was  raifed  at  the  obdacles  it  experienced  3 
he  required  a  pure  and  dmple  acceptance  of  it,  and 
would  hear  nothing  about  explanations.  The  Cardi¬ 
nal  de  la  Tremoille  was  charged  with  the  troublefome 
commillion  of  negotiating  with  his  Holinefs,  of  which 
he  acquitted  himfelf  as  an  able  man,  alternately  en¬ 
couraging  and  intimidating  him.  By  this  means  he 
gained  time,  and  prevented  any  great  drokes  from  be¬ 
ing  given.  Unfortunately  he  had  a  very  bad  date  of 
health,  which  made  it  neceflary  to  grant  him  fome 
abidance.  One  would  fcarce  imagine  that  a  Jefuit 
was  fixed  upon  for  this  purp@fe.  Father  Lafiteau  hack 
been  fent  to  Rome  to  complete  his  ftudies  in  divinity* 
begun  at  Paris  3  or  rather,  this  was  only  a  pretext 
for  his  removal.  His  fuperiors  had  difcovered  in  him 
that  kind  of  underbanding  that  is  fit  for  intrigues,  and 
they  wifhed  he  fhould  improve  it  in  the  center  of  poli¬ 
tics.  He  made  himfelf  agreeable  to  the  Holy  Father  3 
-and  this  being  known  in  France,  it  was  thought  proper 
to  apply  to  this  young  favourite  of  his  Holinefs.  He 
was  flattered  with  the  choice  of  the  Court,  and,  Ins 
ambition  furniflied  him  with  greater  profpedts  of  fa¬ 
vour  through  this  channel  than  by  means  of  his  Order, 
he  confented  to  betray  the  intered  of  his  fociety  to 
pleafe  the  Regent,  at  lead  to  adt  a  part  which  was  by 
mo  means  fuitable  to  his  gown  3  which  excited  the  dif- 
pleafure  of  the  fociety  againd  him,  and  obliged  him 
to  quit  it  for  a  Prelacy.  He  was  made  bifhop  of 
Siberon.  ^ 

Lafiteau  came  into  France  wi  hfchemes  of  pacificati¬ 
on  from  Clement  XI.  and  gommiflioned  to  make  feve- 
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ral  'demands.  In  order  to  foften  the  Pope,  regard  was 
paid  to  fome  of  them.  Pofitive  orders  were  given  to  the 
univerlity  to  keep  quiet,-  and  to  hold  no  more  delibe¬ 
rations  contrary  to  the  Conflitution.  Some  records  of 
the  Body  of  Divinity,  containing  certain  conclufions 
which  condemned  the  opinion  of  the  infallibility  of  the 
Pope  as  heretical  and  erroneous,  were  erafed  ;  and  the 
matter  was  concluded  by  compofing,  in  concert  with 
the  principal  appellants,  a  code  of  doCfrine  as  a  com- 
mentary-to  the  Bull.  The  work  was  long,  and  it  was 
not  till-after  feveral  examinations,  changes,  foftenings, 
and  corrections,  that  it  was  completed  ;  and  {till  it  was 
neceflary  to  gain  over  the  Jefuits,  who  ruled  the  Bi- 
fhops.  Luckily  thefe  Fathers  were  then  divided  into  fwo 
factions,  diftinguifhed  by  the  names  of  bad  an dgood  in¬ 
tention.  Father  L’Allemant,  chief  of  the  f well-intenti¬ 
oned ,  declared  himfelf  for  the  code  of  doCtrine,  and 
was  followed  by  all  his  adherents.  Among  the  Prelates, 
M.  Languet,  Bifhop  of  Soifions,  fince  Archbifhop  of 
Sens,  known  by  feveral  writings  which  he  had  pub- 
liihed  upon  the  fubjeCt  of -the  Conflitution ,  under  the 
title  of  inftruCtions,  had  made  himfelf  a  great  reputation 
among  the  Con ftituents,  and  was  become,  as  the  Re¬ 
gent  ufed  to  fay,,«  dog 'with  a  great  collar'.  It  was  a  • 
tnatter  of  confequence  to  gain  him  over.  He  was  call¬ 
ed  up  to  Court,  which  he  had  never  feen  fince  he  had 
taken  the  oaths  of  allegiance ;  he  could  not  relift  the 
carefl'es,  and  particularly  the  praifes,  of  his  R.  PI.  ;  he 
gave  himfelf  up  entirely  to  Court  favour,  and  became 
the  principal  promoter  and  moft  zealous  defender  of 
the  accommodation  ;  moft  of  the  Prelates  that  were  at 
Paris  followed  his  example.  The  Abbe  ,de  la  Fare 
Lopits  was  difpatched  to  get  the  lignature  of  feveral 
abfentees,.  at  the  recommendation  of  Father  U  All— 
emant.  It  was  then  faid,  pleafantly  enough,  that  this  - 
Abbe  was  gone  to  teach  the  Bi/hops  to  draw.- 

Some  refu fed,  fuch  as  Meftieurs  de  Montpellier,  de 
Boulogne,  de  Nimes,  de  Saintes,  who  were  banifhed 
to  their  diocefes.  The  ReCtors  of  Paris  made  remon- 
ftrances  againft  this  accommodation,  to  their  Archbi- 
j(hop,  and  ufed  the  fame  terms  which  he  himfelf  had 
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formerly  employed.  The  Sorbonne,  notwithftandirrg' 
the  prohibition  to  deliberate,  protefted  againft  all  that 
might  be  done.  Thele  obftacles  contributed  not  a  lit¬ 
tle  to  retard  the  mandate  of  acceptance  from  the  Car¬ 
dinal  de  Noailles,  which  was  promifed,  and  did  not 
appear.  He  required  the  previous  acquiefcence  of  the 
Magiftrature.  In  order  to  fatisfy  him,  a  declaration 
from  the  King  was  made  out,  which  ordered  the  per¬ 
formance  and  obfervation  of  the  conftitution  Uni 
and  forbade  fpeaking,  writing,  fupporting,  or 
ing  anv  thing  againft  it,  and  even  appealing  to 
^Council ;  and  commanded  befides,  the  execution  of  the 
ordinances  of  the  kingdom,  relative  to  ecclefiaftical  po¬ 
licy  ;  and  particularly  of  the  edidt  concerning  the  fig- 
nature  of  the  formulary  :  it  declared,  that  the  cogniz¬ 
ance  and  judging  of  the  dodtrine  belonged  to  the  Bi-- 
Jhops?  and  enjoined  the  Parliaments,  and  other  Judges* 
to  maintain  them  in  this  privilege,  and  give  them  all 
the  afliftance  they  might  (land  in  need  of. 

The  Parliament  of  Paris  refufing  to  regifter  the  de¬ 
claration,  and  apprehenfions  arifing  left  others  fhould 
follow  their  example  $  it  was  diredted  to  the  Parliament 
ofDouay;  whofe  concurence  had  already  been  fecur- 
ed:  that  Court  made  no  hefttation.  The  Cardinal 
was  fummoned  to  make  his  decree,  who  ftill  avoided  it,, 
under  pretence  that  a  regifter  folicited  in  fuch  a  manner, 
was  in  itfelf  not  valid,  and  could  not  but  produce  a 
bad  effedt  on  the  minds  of  the  people.  They  were  de¬ 
termined  to  pufti  his  Eminence  to  extremities.  They 
again  tampered  with  the  Parliament  of  Paris,  at  that 
time  in  exile  at  Pontoife,  who,  far  from  being  more 
tradtable  on  that  account,  were,  on  the  contrary,  not 
contented  with  again  rejedting  the  declaration,  but  ad¬ 
mitted  the  petition's  of  the  appellants  in  oppofttion. 

His  R.  H.  and  the  Cardinal  Dubois,  enraged  at  thifr 
refiftance,  had  recourfe  to  the  Great  Council,  with 
whom  they  were  forced  to  ufe  a  great  deal  of  manage¬ 
ment,  infinuation,  and  threats.  The  Regent  was  ob¬ 
liged  to  attend  there  in  perfon,  to  require  the  atten¬ 
dance  of  the  Princes  of  the  blood,  the  Dukes,  the  Veers, 
and  Noblemen,  and  to  ftrike  an  awe  into  the  AITerabl^* 

4by  the  -form  of  a  ceremonial  to  which  it  was-  not  accuf- 
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tomed.  The  declaration  was  regiftered  on  the  23d  of 
September,  1720;  and  that  Court  was  rewarded,  by 
having  the  right  conferred  upon  them  of  judging  all  the 
difputes  refpe&ing  the  Confutation ,  that  might  fall 
within  the  jurifdi&ion  of  the  Parliament  of  Paris. 

The  Cardinal  de  Noailles  was  not  fatisfied  with  this 
manoeuvre,  and  declared  that  his  mandate  fhould  cer¬ 
tainly  not  appear,  till  after  the  registering  of  the  Bull 
in  the  Parliament  of  Paris.  A  refolution  was  then  ta¬ 
ken  to  make  ufe  of  fome  means, .  it  not  rigorous,  at  leaft 
mortifying  to  the  Prelate  and  the  Parliament,  who 
feemed  to  a<5l  in  concert,  for  the  purpofe  of  thwarting 
the  defigns  of  Government.  A  new  Council  of  Con¬ 
fidence  was  formed,  in  which  the  Cardinal  did  not 
prefide,  and  had  not  even  a  feat ;  and,  to  fupply  the 
place  of  the  Parliament,  they  created  at  Paris  a  Chamber 
of  Vacation,  compofed  of  the  Members  of  the  Council ; 
and,  as  if  this  Hep  was  not  fufficlently  humiliating, 
they  were  threatened  with  a  more  fevere  blow,  the  re¬ 
moval  to  Blois,  which  we  have  mentioned  before.  This 
expedient  fucceeded,  they  agreed  to  whatever  was 
required  of  them,  and,  for  form  fake,  were  allowed  to 
apply  fome  modifications,  under  pretence  of  preventing 
the  declarations  from  affecting  the  liberties  of  the  Gal¬ 
ilean  church,  and  the  fundamental  laws  of  the  king¬ 
dom.  The  Archbifhop  of  Paris,  on  his  fide  in  fome 
manner  to  make  a  merit  of  his  complaifance  to  the 
Court,  publifhed  his  mandate  as  foon  as  he  was  allured 
of  the  refolutions  of  the  Company,  by  whofe  concur¬ 
rence  he  was  to  be  determined. 

Though  this  Hep  of  the  Chief  of  the  Oppofants  was 
not  very  efficacious  towards  uniting  them,  yet  the  Court 
was  partly  fatisfied,  in  being  thus  authorifed  to  profe- 
cute  them  as  a  fpecies  of  heretics,  at  leaft  dilhirbers  of 
the  peace  of  the  church  ;  and  above  all,  to.  give  them 
to  underftand,  that  the  time  of  accommodation  was 
palled,  that  they  were  no  longer  of  any  confideration, 
and  that  they  might  return  into  the  common  rank  offub- 
jefts,  from  whom  pafilve  obedience  is  required.  Here 
the  Abbe  Dubois  difplayed  his  a&ivity  and  addrels. 
He  caufed  the  appeal  of  the  four  Biihops  to  be  condemn- 


86 


the  private  life 

ed,  and  declared  fcandalous,  bv  a  decree  of  Council, 
He  caufed  a  circular  letter  from  the  King,  to  be  writ¬ 
ten  to  all  the  Chapters,  to  annul  their  a<ds  of  appeal. 
He  charged  the  Superiors  of  the  Ecclefiadic  Commu¬ 
nities,  to  watch  over  their  inferiors,  to  keep  them 
within  proper  bounds,  and  to  prevent  their  giving  fcan- 
dal  to  the  public,-  under  the  penalty  of  anfwering  for 
them  in  their  own  names.  He  himfelf  narrowly  watch¬ 
ed  the  Benediaines,  and  the  Prieds  of  the  Oratory. 
He  recalled  the  members  that  were  perfecuted  on  ac¬ 
count  oi  their  attachment  to  the  Bull,  and  on  the  con- 
trary^  made  ufe  of  Letters  de  Cachet  againd  thofe  who 
were  mod  refraaory.  He  made  no  lefs  free  with  the 
body  or  Divines  of  Paris,  and  of  the  Univerfity  $  and, 
the  Profeffor  Rollin  having,  in  quality  of  Reftor,  made 
an  oration,  not  very  confident  with  the  views  of  the 
Minidry,  he  removed  him  from  his  dignity. 

This  was,  without  doubt,  more  than  fufficient  to 
procure  the  purple  for  the  Archbifhep  of  Cambray. 
He  obtained  at  the  fame  time  the  abbey  of  Cercamp, 
and  the  fuperintendance  of  the  ports,  to  fupport  his 
new  dignity,  and  was  foon  after  admitted  into  the 
Council.  The  Cardinals  have  always  claimed  a  right 
of  fitting  next  to  the  Princes  of  the  Blood,  before  all 
the  other  members,  and  even  before  the  Chancellor. 
The  Cardinal  of  Rohan  had  lately  fet  the  example, 
which  gave  rife  to  much  dronger  reprefentations  and 
complaints,  on  the  pretenfions  of  Cardinal  Dubois, 
which  were  not  equally  authorifed  by  his  birth.  The^ 
protedors  went  fo  far,  as  to  abfent  themfeives  from 
Council  that  day  ;  and  the  Cardinal  de  Noailles,  who 
did  not  love  his  new  affociate,  for  having  led  him  into 
that  falfe  dep,  which  he  regretted,  paid  him  this  com¬ 
pliment  as  they  were  going  out:  This  day ,  Siry  twill  be 
famous  in  hiftory  ;  people  twill  not  forget  to  mention  that 
your  entrance  in  Council  has  made  all  the  great  perjons 
of  the  kingdom  defer t  it. 

T  he  Duke  of  Orleans  and  his  favourite  would  not 
have  been  forry  for  the  retreat  ot  fome  of  thefe  Gen¬ 
tlemen,  but  their  unanimity  on  this  occafion  chagrined 
them.  It  was  in  vain  that  they  propofed  fome  ar¬ 
rangements  s 
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range  men  ts  ;  no  body  would  liden  to  them.  1  he 
dreadful  point  of  etiquette  mull  furely  be  of  an  im¬ 
portance  thdt  is  not  to  be  comprehended  by  the 
common  fort,  fince  the  graved  men,  and  thofe  who  are 
mod  formed  to  aft  upon  principles,  bow  down  before' 
it,  andfacrifice  every  thing  to  it.  Hence  it  was  that 
the'Marfhal  Duke  de  Villeroi,  who  foon  after  got 
himfelf  exiled,  and  his  pod  of  Governor  to  the  King 
taken  from  him,  becaufe  he  would  not  leave  his  Ma- 
jedy  alone  with  the  Regent,  who  came  to  talk  with 
him  about  affairs  of  State,  did  not  fcruple  on  this  oc- 
cadon  to  negleft  his  duty,  and  abandon  that  facred 
charge  in  the  Council,  rather  than  fit  below  the  Car¬ 
dinals. 

Hence  it  was,  that  the  Chancellor — after  having 
figned  every  thing  that  was  required  of  him,  againd 
the  Parliament,  to  whom  he  owed  his  fortune,  and 
againd  his  conscience,  which  diftated  the  contrary  to 
him,  for  fear  of  returning  again  toFrefne — chofe,  not- 
withdanding,  to  go  there  upon  this  occafion,  fooner 
than  degrade  himfelf  by  giving  up  the  pretended 
rights  of  his  dignity. 

The  Parifians,  and  more  efpecially  the  Janfenifts, 
did  not  look  upon  this  dep  in  the  fame  light  ;  they 
thought  it  very  patriotic.  This  difgrace  appeared  to 
them  a  glorious  one  ;  and  Minidrv  did  not  iliew  lefs 
regard  for  the  Head  of  the  Magidracy.  The  Carainal 
de  Bidy,  when  he  went  to  pals  the  Eader  holidays  at 
his  Bidiopric  of  Meaux,  thought  it  right  to  alk  Cardi¬ 
nal  Dubois,  .whether  his  R.  H.  would  be  offended,  if 
he  paid  the- Chancellor  a  vifit.  Very  far  from  it,  re¬ 
plied  the  latter  ;  his  R.  H.  'will  he  very  well  pleafed 
with  it ;  and  if  1  were  lefs  engaged  in  bufinefs  my / elf, 
1  Jhould  he  happy  to  accompany  you  to  Frefne. 

They  did  not  talk  fo  ferioudy  at  the  Palais  Royal ; 
— they  made  a  jed  of  it.  At  one  of  thofe  choice  dip¬ 
pers,  where  the  Prince’s  favourites  were  admitted,  and 
were  allowed  to  fay  all  the  lively  things  that  came 
into  their  heads,  even  upon  the  mod  ferious  matters, 
when  they  were  talking  about  this  event,  one  Lord, 
after  having  lamented  the  viciditude  of  human  great- 
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nefs,  on  account  of  thele  feals,  fo  much  envied,  paf- 
fing  fo  often  from  the  Chancellor  to  the  loweft  Lawyer, 
and  returning  to  him  foon  after,  exclaimed,  that  the 
office  of  Tipftaff  <was  a  thoufand  times  better  <  that 
MefTrs.  Pontchartrain,  Voifin,  d’Aguefleau,  and  d’Ar- 
genfon,  had  all  of  them  had  the  lame  perfon  ferving 
them  in  that  office,  who  was  hill  continued  to  M. 
d’Argen  Ton’s  fucceffior ;  and  that,  for  his  part,  if  he 
v/cre  to  run  through  the  courfe  of  Magiftracy,  he 
would  flop  at  that  poll.  The  Regent  laughed,  and. 
did  not  fail  to  enlarge  upon  this  criticifm. 

The  Seals  were  given  to  M.  d’Armenonville,  a  mar 
of  a  gentle  and  complying  character,  from  whom  they, 
had  no  apprehenfions  of  any  trouble  on  this  fubjed. 
He  made  no  difficulty  of  taking  his  feat  in  Council  be¬ 
low  the  Cardinals.  As  to  the  Diikes,  Peers,  and' 
Marfhals  of  France,  their  prefence  could  be  difpenfed 
with  ;  they  were  all  forbidden  to  appear  there,  and 
were  at  the  fame  time  ftricken  off  the  lift  of  penfions. 

The  old  MarfKal  Villeroi,  who  was  harfh  in  his  dif— - 
pofition,  and  but  little  of  a  Courtier,  expreffed  himfeff 
in  a  very  indifcreet  manner,  on  the  expulfion  of  the 
Chancellor,  and  faid,  that  if  he  fhould  be  flill  alive,  at 
the  King’s  majority,  he  would  take  the  liberty  of  repre- 
fenting  this  injuftice  to  his  Majefty.  When  the  new 
Keeper  of  the  Seals  came  to  pay  his  refpeds  to  him,  he 
anfwered  him  publicly,  I  do  not  congratulate  you  ;  for 
I  am  per  funded  that  you  mu  ft  be  forty  to  take  the  place  of 
fuch  a  man  as  M.  d’Jgueffeau. 

This  did  not  contribute  a  little  to  Sharpen  the  Regent. 
againft  him,  who  embraced  the  opportunity  to  get  rid 
of  this  fevere  and  troublefome  cenfor. 

The  people  in  general  were  not  very  well  pleafed' 
with  the  choice  of  M.  d’Armenonville  ;  they  had  no  • 
great  idea  of  his  capacity  ;  but  this  was  what  the  Duke 
of  Orleans  and  his  favourite  had  the  leaft  occalion  for. 
They  only  required  perfons  who  were  tradable  ;  and 
were  both  of  them  fufficiently  fenfible  and  enlightened, 
to  fupply  the  defects  of  thofe  who  did  buftnefs  undef 
them.  Beftdes,  .it  Was  hisR.  H.  ’s  project,  to  appoint 
Cardinal  Dubois  Prime  Ivlinifter,  of  which  poft  he  al¬ 
ready 
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ready  had  all  the  power  j  but  he  wi/lied  firft  to  make 
him  popular  abroad,  as  well  as  at  home.  For  inftance, 
the  propofed  marriage  of  the  Infanta  with  the  King,  had 
obtained  him  the  good-will  and  approbation  of  his  Ca¬ 
tholic  Majefty  ;  who,  in  return,  afked  Mademoifelle 
de  Monpenfier,  daughter  to  the  Regent,  for  the  Prince 
of  Afturias. 

The  negotiation  of  this  double  marriage,  had  been 
managed  by  the  Jefuit  d’Aubenton,  Confelfor  to  the 
King  of  Spain  ;  who,  by  way  of  recompenfe,  had  re¬ 
quired,  that  his  fociety  fhould  be  reftored  at  Court  to 
the  functions  of  Confeffor  to  the  King.  Accordingly, 
when  the  Abbe  de  Fleury  defired  to  be  difcharged 
from  that  employment,  he  was  replaced  by  Father  de 
Linieries.  This  Linieres  had  been  for  fome  years 
Confeftor  to  Madame ,  to  whom  he  had  been  recom¬ 
mended  by  Father  la  Chaife.  His  quiet  charadler,  and 
confined  genius,  were,  in  all  probability,  the  motives 
which  determined  this  choice.  By  this  means,  both 
the  Courts  of  Madrid,  and  of  Rome,  were  gratified, 
without  any  riique  of  confequence,  from  fuch  an  ap¬ 
pointment  ;  and  the  Janfenift  party,  ever  reftlefs,  not- 
withftanding  all  the  conciliating  meafures  employed  to 
pacify  them,  were  mortified  at  the  fame  time.  They 
looked  upon  this  ftroke,  as  the  moft  oppreffive  that 
could  be  given  to  them  ;  and  the  Cardinal  de  Noailles, 
in  particular,  vented  his  fpleen  upon  the  occafion,  in 
the  moft  extravagant  manner. 

Father  Linieres  came,  as  it  was  his  duty,  to  pay 
his  refpedls  to  his  Eminence,  and  to  alk  him  for  his 
licence:  u  Ton  come for  your  licence^  Father?  cried  the 
Cardinal,  the  moment  he  came  in  his  fight  ;  “  I  can- 
“  not  give  you  one  ;  and  I  am  very  glad  to  notify  to 
“  you,  in  perfon,  that  I  forbid  you  to  confefs  the 
u  King.  I  could  affign  many  reafons  for  my  refuial, 
is  but  I  have  at  prefent  got  too  bad  a  cold.” 

Madame  la  Marechalle  de  Noailles,  his  fifter-in- 
law,  who  had  not  got  a  cold>  then  took  up  the  conver- 
fation,  and  faid  to  the  poor  Jefuit  all  the  harfli  things 
an  enraged  woman  is  capable  of  faying.  The  Prelate 
perfifted  in  his  refufal,  even  to  the  Regent,  and  the 

King, 
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King,  and  explained  his  motives  in  a  letter,  in  which 
he  endeavoured  to  prove,  that  his  confidence  would 
not  allow  him  to  let  a  diiciple  of  St.  Ignatius  take 
charge  of  the  confidence  of  the  King  ;  and  yet,  by  a 
contradiction  very  common  among  all  people  who  are 
guided  by  the  fpirit  of  party,  he  differed,  at  the  fame 
time,  the  Duke  of  Orleans,  and  Madame>  to  have 
Jefuits  for  their  Confeffors.  Father  Linieres,  there¬ 
fore  was  obliged  to  take  up  his  refidence  at  Pontoife, 
which  was  in  the  diftriCt  of  the  archbiffiopric  of  Rouen, 
and  the  young  Monarch  repaired  to  St.  Cyr,  in  the 
diocefe  of  the  bifliopric  of  Chartres,  and  here  the  Je- 
fuit  adminiftered  the  facrament  of  penitence  to  him. 
A  brief  was  foon  obtained  from  the  Pope,  to  permit 
the  King  to  chufe  a  Confeffor,  approved  of  by  the  Or¬ 
dinary,  and’ which  declared  that  his  Majefty  was  not 
within  the  jurifdiClion  of  any -particular  diocefe.  As 
foon  as  his  Eminence  faw  that  he  was  no  longer  of  any 
importance,  he  agreed  to  every  thing  that  was  requir¬ 
ed  of  him. 

It  muft  be  owned,  that  the  placing  of  this  Jefuit  at 
Court  difp-leafed  a  great  number -of  people,  even  thofe 
who  were  not  Janfenifts.  The  Princefs  ot  Conti,  the 
firfl  Dowager,  received  him  very  ill.  The  Abbefs  of 
Chelles,  after  having  liftened  to  his  tedious  compli¬ 
ment,  anfwered  him,  “  Father,  fince  it  was  neceffary 
“  that  the  King  fhould  have  a  Confeffor  of  yoifr  order, 
“  I  like  you  as  well.,  as  any  other  in  that  pofl ;  but  I 
“  cannot  avoid  telling  you,  that  I  am  forry  to  fee  a 
<l  jefuit  there  ;  for  you  cannot  but  know,  that  1  have 
“  no  predilection  for  your  fociety  ;  though  I  confofs 
“  myfelf  to  be  a  little  afraid  of  them:  fo  that  you  fee 
“  I  am  a  true  Frenchwoman.5’ 

The  Jefuits,  thus  triumphant,  could  not  how- 
1  ever  carry  ore  point,  of  which  they  were  at  leaft 

as  jealous,  as  of  the  place  of  King’s  Confeflor.  This  was 
the  nomination  to  benefices  ;  without  which,  that  pod 
was  merely  honorary,  like  that  of  a  Chancellor  with¬ 
out  the  Seals.  In  vain  did  they  enter  into  private  ne¬ 
gotiations  for  this  purpoff  with-  the  Spanifh  Monarch, 
under  pretence  that  the  party  of  the  Appellants,  not- 

«  *  withftandin  ^ 
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withdanding  every  thing  that  had  been  done  to  hum¬ 
ble  them,  was  dill  extremely  powerful  ;  that  the 
principal  method  of  deftroying  them,  was  to  prevent 
turbulent,  or  fufpeCted  Eccletiadics,  from  being  pro¬ 
moted  to  livings  ;  that  this  attention  required  as  much 
knowledge  of  the  perfons,  as  zeal  in  the  caufe  ;  -that 
ho  man  whatfoever  poileffed  the  former,  equally  with 
a  Jefuit,  bv  his  correfpondence  with  the  different 
branches  of  his  order,  diffufed  all  over  the  kingdom  ; 
and  as  for  the  latter,  the  focietv  had  given  fo  many, 
and  fu eh  ftriking  proofs  of  it,  that  it  would  not  be-  call- 
ecTin  quedion. 

The  fecret  practices  of  the  Jefuits  were  powerfully 
feconded  by  the  Nuncio  ;  but  the  Regent  and  Cardi¬ 
nal  Dubois  had  no  reafon  to  acquiefce  in  fuch  exorbi¬ 
tant  pretenfions;  their  objeCt  was  to  deprive  the  Jan- 
fenids  of  the  power  of  being  troublefome,  but  not  to 
crufh  them,  or  to  dedroy  the  equilibrium,  by  giving 
too  much  weight  to  their  enemies.  It  was  in  thefe 
circumdances,  that  his  R.  H.  to  give  more 
force  to  his  refolutions,  thought  proper  to  2 zAvtguJl, 
declare  Cardinal  Dubois  Prime  Minider. 

Among  the  compliments  his  Eminence  received  upon 
this  occafion,  that  of  the  Abbe  Dubois,  his  brother, 
Canon  of  St.  Honore,  was  much  taken  notice  of.  He 
wrote  to  him,  u  that  the  new  dignity  to  which  he  was 
4<  railed,  obliged  him  to  redouble  his  prayers  to  God, 
44  that  he  might  give  him  tire  grace  to  make  no  life 
“  of  the  power  the  King  had  juft  intruded  him  with, 
u  but  for  the  good  of  the  State,  and  of  Religiond’ 

The  moil  curious  anecdote  refpeCting  this  promo¬ 
tion,  the  mod  proper  to  furnidi  reflections  to  a  philo- 
fophic  reader,  and  to  give  an  infight  into  the  charac¬ 
ters  of  the  favourite,  and  of  his  mader,  was  a  circum- 
dance  paffed  at  another  fupper  of  the  Regent’s.  The 
company  were  indulging  themfelves  in  jeds  upon  the 
new  Prime  Minider  ;  one  of  the  moft  bitter  kind  fell 
from  the  Count  de  Noee  :  Tour  R.  H.  faid  he  to  him, 
may  make  what  you  pleafe  of  him ,  hut  you  will  never 
make  him  an  hone  ft  man.  He  was  banifhed  the  next 
day.  In  vain  did  the  Countefs  du  Tort  reproach  the 

Regent 
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Regent  with  his  weaknefs ;  the  letter  de  cachet  was 
not  recalled  ;  and  it  was  not  till  after  the  death  of  the 
Cardinal,  that  the  Duke  of  Orleans  wrote  to  the  Count 
to  return.  His  note  was  no  lefs  fmgular  than  the  reft 
of  this  bufinefs  :  With  the  beaji,  dies  the  venom.  1  ex¬ 
pert  you  to-night  to  J upper  at  the  Palais-Royal. 

Peace  being  eftabiiilied  by  folid  treaties  and  advan¬ 
tageous  alliances,  the  Parliament  overcome  $nd  humb¬ 
led,  the  Nobles  reduced  to  fubmiffion,  and  thole  who 
were  capable  of  giving  diilurbance  removed,  the  new 
Prime  Minifler  was  left  at  liberty  to  apply  himfelf  en¬ 
tirely  to  the  fettlement  of  the  finances,  and  to  the  af¬ 
fairs  of  religion. 

He  began  by  re-eftablifhing  the  annual  tax,  origi¬ 
nally  known  by  the  name  of  Paulette ,  the  author  of  it  ; 
by  that  of  tfye  comptroll  and  regillering  of  the  a£ts  of 
notaries.  Thefe  duties  have  been  found  fo  ufeful, 
and  of  fo  much  produce,  that  they  have  been*  conti¬ 
nued  ever  fince.  The  Parliament  attempted  to  make 
feme  oppofition  to  the  regillering  of  the  edidt,  but 
they  found  themfelves  attacked  in  a  more  fenfible  part 
than  they  had  ever  been  before.  There  was  no  talk 
of  banifliing,  or  transferring  them  to  another  fituation. 
They  were  threatened  with  the  diminution  of  their- 
powers  ;  they  felt  that  this  flroke  of  authority,  which 
was  favourable  to  the  people,  could  not  but  be  approv¬ 
ed  of  and  durable  :  they  entered  therefore  into  anego-- 
tiation  with  the  Court  ;  a  fhameful  accommodation 
was  the  confequence  on  both  fides,  and  the  public 
good  was  facrificed.  In  the  fame  manner  this  plan, 
after  having  been  carried  into  execution  by  M.  de 
Maupeou,  the  only  good  perhaps  that  he  did  during 
his  adminiflration,  has  fince  been  deftroyed  by  a  cqI- 
lufion  no  lefs  difgraceful,  upon  the  re-eilablifhraent  of 
the  magiflracy. 

Cardinal  Dubois  brought  alfo  a  confiderable  fum  of 
money  into  the  King’s  coffers,  by  more  ingenious  and 
lefs  odious  means.  He  laid  a  tax  on  thofe  perfons 
who  had  made  fortunes  at  the  time  of  the  fyflem,  un¬ 
der  the  name  of  poll-tax  extraordinary  ;  and  at  the 
fame  time  paid  a  compliment  to  their  vanity,  by  leav- 
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jfl<y  them  in  Come  refpeft  the  honour  of  this  contribu¬ 
tion,  as  voluntary  and  patriotic,  particularly  in  ex¬ 
empting  them  from  thofe  tremendous  forms  which 
were  in  ufe  with  the  Cha??ibres  ar dentes ,  and  which 
were  more  calculated  to  enrich  the  Commiffioners  than 
the  King.  In  a  word,  he  caufed  a  multitude  of  de¬ 
crees  to  be  made,  all  tending  to  confolidate  the  ope¬ 
rations  of  the  wfa,  to  annihilate  the  paper  currency 
and,  if  poffible,  to  root  out  even  the  remembrance  of 
it.  This  laft  ltroke  of  defpotifm  was  one  of  thofe  vio¬ 
lent  remedies  which  are  not  to  be  reconciled  with 
diftributive  juftice,  but  are  often  productive  of  politi¬ 
cal  good.  .  . 

With  regard  to  religion,  his  Eminence  continued  to 

declare  ftrongly  againft  Appeais  and  Appellants,  and 
to  make  ufe  of  Enters  de  Cachet  againft  tne  bodies  and 
communities  that  were  inclined  to  give  difturbance  5 
he  difmifled  from  their  offices  thofe  who  did  not  con¬ 
duct  themfelves  in  them  fo  fubmiffively  as  was  requir¬ 
ed  ;  and,  in  order  to  eftablifh.  the  greater  influence 
over  all  the  members  of  the  Clerical  body,  fecular  as 
well  as  regular,  he  again  puc  in  force  the  formulary 
invented  in  the  reign  of  Lewis  XIV.  the  figning  of 
which  had  been  neglected  fince  h:s  death.  Even  all 
the  candidates  for  orders,  for  degrees  in  the  univerfi- 
ties,  or  who  meant  to  enter  into  religious  houfes,  were 
obliged  to  take  this  kind  of  oath. 

In  adhering  to  this  formulary,  it  was  declared  that 
the  five  propofitions  of  Janfenius  were  to  be  condemn¬ 
ed  ;  and  as  this  vague  condemnation  had  given  rife  to 
refinements  without  end,  invented  by  thofe  who  wifli- 
-ed  to  accommodate  their  confidence  to  their  ambition, 
all  opening  for  equivocation  or  reftri&ion  was  taken 
away,  by  condemnation  both  de  jure  and  de  faclo9 
and  by  adding  to  the  formulary,  that  the  five  propo¬ 
rtions  were  condemned  with  regard  to  the  fenfe  in 
which  janfenius  confidered  them.  The  Jefuits  only 
4vere  difpenfed  from  figning  an  a  ft,  of  which  they 
were  the  authors.  The  Regent  had  it  fo  much  at 
heart,  that  he  ftrongly  prefled  the  Abbefs  of  Ohelles 
"tofignit,  and  upon  her  refufal,  might  perhaps  have 

employed 
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employed  rigorous  means  againE  her  thnimk  rt, 
his  own  daughter  if  tU  rY3  i  thouS“  was 

« p 

,w  m  c:if 

Tefuits  the  li/1-  rt  u^in§  conEantly  to  reEore  to  the 

i|L :  i  jhi 

Te  Iier  had  fo  confiderablv  increifed  fjJ  d  c 
their  order.  ’  lncrealed  the  power  of 

.  The  Plime  Minifter  did  not  neeleft  in  tt,„  „ 

fe ve«l*  foderi«,h  wkhYefpeft  To”  the  comeft  ’  ^ 

which  remained  undecided  iill  the  KWh  hhHu 
I.  was  not  long  tince  the  Dulte  of  0,lean,S,„ZS  E 

fesr frS,T ,h'  s* 

fece-dtlo  f'1  "T  »  4  SSrf^SSSJSf 

.eo.ment  againit  her  hulkand ,  he  „,de  the  ftim. 

"  e  mhiT.  wherein  the  King 

determined  the  rank  and  the  honours  which  hemeanr 

the  legitimated  Princes  liquid  enjoy  for  the  future  and 

granted  them  a  feat,  and  a  deliberative  voice  afer  the 

refovdL  n  .  b l°fr  ^  bef?re  the  ^  Peer^ 

of  paffing  along  the  floor  ^  b 

They  were  to  have,  as  well  as  thefe,  the  falute  of  the 
cap,  with  this  exception,  that  the  Firft  present,  ad- 
reffing  hunted  to  the  Princes  of  the  blood,  and  pulling 
.  ff  its  cap,  .ays,  Sir,  your  opinion— and  that  to  th» 
others  hewasjo  add,  My  Lord  Duke  du  Maine,' your 

ZT~uy  Ltr-  °T  °f.T°uh*J‘>  J**r  opinion  ;  call- 
pS  b£  tbetr  refpeaive  titles,  in  the  fame  man- 
nc  as  the  Dukes  and  Peers.  Further,  the  legitimated " 

-  mces  were  to  receive  at  Court  the  fame  diftinftions 
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ks  the  others,  except  at  great  feftivals,  entertainments* 
or  public  ceremonies,  when  they  were  not  to  fit,  nor  to 
be  placed  in  the  fame  row.  With  regard  to  the  I  rmce 
of  Dombes  and  Count  d’Eu,  the  King  granted  to  them, 
during  their  life  only,  the  fame  rank  as  to  Meflrs.  de 

Vendome.  .  r  i  i 

This  formulary  of  etiquette  requires  feveral  expla¬ 
nations.  •  „  _  i*i* 

i  ft  The  floor  is  that  plain  furface  which  is  com¬ 
prehended  within  the  enclofure  that  is  occupied  by 
thofe  who  vote  in  Parliament,  at  a  Bed  of  Juftice,  or 
otherwife:  this  fpace  is  always  empty,  and  formerly 
nobody  was  allowed  to.  crofs  it  diagonally  to  get  to 
their  feat  ;  but  were  obliged  to  go  round.  The  great 
Conde  walking  in  pain  on  account  of  his  gout,  broke 
through  this  cuftom,  in  order  to  fnorten  the  alliance ; 
the  other  Princes  foon  followed  his  example,  ana  it 

became  a  privilege  for  all  of  them.  , 

2d.  With  regard  to  the  falute  of  the  cap,  it  mult 
be  rememberei,  ,  that  at  the  ftrll  utting  of  the  Duke  of 
Orleans  in  Parliament,  after  the  death  of  Lewis  XIV* 
the  Dukes  and  Peers  fet  on  foot  that  conteft,_and  pre¬ 
tended  a  riyht  to  the  falute  ;  -  but  it  was  decided  that 
they  fir  on  L  wait  for  the  King’s  majority,  that  he  might 
pronounce  upon  ?  point  of  that  nature  ;  ...which  was 
determined  m  their  favour,  with  the  diftinttion  above 
mentioned. 

2d .  The  Princes  of  the  houfe  of  Vendome,  natural 
defcendents  of  Henry  IV.  ranked  aoove  all  tne  Dukes 
and  Peers;  and.  this  was  the  honour  that  the  Count 
of  Touloufe’s  children  were  to  enjoy  ;  but  their  de¬ 
fcendents  were  to  have- none,  except  what  they  v/ere 
inti  tied  to  from  their  rank  in  the  Parliamentary  lift  of 

Peers.  ^  . 

Thefe  arrangements  mortified  th  Tegitimatecr  Princes 
exceedingly,  and  they  have  ever  lince  abfented  them- 
felves  Pom  public  ceremonies. 

The  honours  which  were  accumulating  on  the  head 

of  Cardinal  Dubois  could  not  preferve  him  from  the 

unfortunate  end  with  which  he  was  threatened.  He 

had  the  additional  honopr  of  prefiding  in  the  aftcmbly 

of 
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oi  the  C.crgy,  which  had  not  been  convoked  fince 
the  year  ,7,5;  and  which)  far  from  expreffing  their 
no.gnauon,  at  feeing  fo  corrupted  a  member  aSt  the? 
head,  made  advances  to  him,  andfolicited  that  favour 
After  having  prevailed  on  them  to  grant  the  Kin?  a 
gratuity  of  eight  millions  *  he  had  lilewife  the  an  of 
keeping  them  within  bounds  upon  matters  of  religion 
at  fuch  a  dangerous  cnfis,  and  of  breaking  up  the  af- 
cm  dy  two  months  afterwards,  without  any  difcuffion 

of  that  nature,  at  leaft  in  public.  ' 

1  he  only  two  afts  of  that  aiTembly  which  mark  its 
complexion,  were  the  taking  away  a  penfton  of  eight 
hundred  livres  +  front  Father  Alexander,  a  Dominican, 
and  a  celebrated  Janfemfl,  m  order  to  give  it  to  a  cer¬ 
tain  jeluit  o.  the  name  of  Longueval,  author  of  a  very 
indifferent  Hifiory  of  the  Gallicun  Chunk,  and  the 
granting  a  Penfton  of  a  hundred  crowns  %  to  a  cobler  of 
the  pan /h  of  St.  Sulpice>  who  was  faid  to  be  one  of  the 
molt  zealous  partisans  of  the  Bull,  and  to  whom  the 
making  of  a  great  number  of  converts  was  attributed. 

1  revfenged  themfelves  by  a  print,  in 

w*  1  l^ls  co^\er>  whofe  name  was  Nutelet,  was  re¬ 
presented  patching  together  the  torn  pieces  of  the  Con - 
f  nut, on.  The  Cardinal  de  Billy,  and  the  Curate  of 
bt.  Sulpice,  were  each  of  them  prefenting  to  him  a 
Pu.r  ,  of  money,  to  quicken  his  zeal  and  activity  • 
this  lali  ItroKe  undoubtedly  <ieferved  to  be  ridiculed* 
The  AiTembly  however  thought  it  necelFary,  before 
tkir  Ciiiio.ution,  to  lay  their  fentiments  in  a  more  of- 
tenfible  manner  before  their  Sovereign,  and  to  repofe 
their  forrows  m  his  bread:.  They  prefented  to  him 
at  their  audience  of  leave,  a  long  memorial  againft  the 
Appellants  and  the  Parliament  In  this  the  Preiates 
alked  permiffion  to  bring  the  former  to  their  tnalTand 
accufe.i  the  latttr  or  being  too  ready  to  favour  the  ap¬ 
peals,  which  th-ey  conftdered  as  an  abufe.  They  were 
•told,  that  they  mull  fubrnit  to  the  King’s  declaration, 

which 

^unriUP7ai?,^  thrLC  hundred  and  thirty-three  thoufand  three' 
'Wind red  and  thirty-three  pounds  iteiling. 

f  Upwards  of  thirty-three  pounds  fterling. 

J  Twelve  pounds  ten  (hillings  (lerliag. 
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which  enjoined  filence,  and  that  judice  mud  be  left  to* 
take  its  courie ;  and  in  order  to  avoid  further  distur¬ 
bances,  they  were  requeued  to  retire  to  their  diocefes, 
where  their  prefence  muft  be  of  more  ufe  than  at 
Fan’s.  * 

By  this  means  they  efcaped  the  uneafinefs  of  being 
witnefles  to  the  death  oi  the  great  Prelate,  who  had 
.prefided  over  them.  He  had  been  for  a  long  time 
tormented  with  a  diford er  in  the  bladder,  which  was 
looked  upon  as -the  confequence  of  his  incon- 
tinency  and  exceflive  debaucheries.  It  was 
found  neceilary  to  have  recourfe  to  a  cruel 
amputation,  of  fo  alarming  a  nature,  that  the  prepa¬ 
ration  got  the  better  ot  his  intrepidity.  He  was  at 
length  induced  to  fubmit  to  it,  by  the  perfuafion  of 
the  Duke-ol  Orleans,  but  died  the  next  day, 
i3ged  about  fixty-hx.  .  '  io  Aug. 

*  A  day  or  two  before  his  death,  the  Cardinal 
liad  confeifed  himfelf  to  a  Recollet  Monk,  and  this 
ceremony  had  not  lafted  more  than  'half  a  quarter  of  an 
hour  at  mod  ;  which  made  the  people  judge,  that  he 
-only  meant  to  comply  with  forms,  to  give  this  lad  proof 
of  obedience  to  his  matter:  the  Duke  of 'Orleans  hav¬ 
ing  reyprefented  to  him,  that  it  was  neceilary  for  both 
their  credits,  that  he  fliould  preferve  appearances.  A 
proof  of  the  little  value  he  fet  upon  fpiritual  attiftance, 
is,  that  he  did  not  receive  the  Extreme  Unftion,-  on 
account  of  the, ceremonial  that  is  to  be  obferved  in  atH 
mmidering  it  to  a  cardinal ;  or,  if  the  reader  pleafes, 
It  dial!  be  conddered  as  another  proof  of  the  importance 
of  that  etiquette  for  which  a  Prince  of  the  church  would 
even  nfque  his  falvaticn.  The  lad  ur equivocal  fenti- 
ment  which  he  manifeded,  was  his  unabated  attach- 
*ment  to  the  houfe  of  Orleans.  Whatever  caufe  he  had 
to  regret  life,  he  proteded  that  he  would  Lave  quitted 
it  with  pie  afire,  if  he  could  have  completed  the  def- 
tr  u  ft  ion  ,(iuch  was  his  expredion)  of  the  enemies  ©f 
'his  R.  H.  .  v 

We  have  already  gone  through  the  di derent  fteps 
by  which  k-arninai  Ipubois  rofe  to  the  hi  glued  honours 
ln  churen  and  date.  He  was  -ambitious  alfo  cf  thofe 

Yoi.  I.  F 
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that  are  to  be  obtained  by  literary  talents,  and  became 
a  member  of  the  French  Academy.  It  was  there  that 
fontenelle,  whofe  place  it  was  as  Direftor  to  anftver 
him,  was  heard  to  lay,  in  addrefTing  him  upon  his  no* 
initiation  to  the  Cardinalfhip,  folicited  by  leveral  Po¬ 
tentates,  that  he  appeared  to  he  a  Prelate  of  all  the  Co.-' 
t nolle  States,  and  a  Minifter  of  all  Courts.  And  at  ano¬ 
ther  time  :  Tou  remember ,  that  my  wijhes  called  you  to 
this  place ,  before  Jou  were  able  to  biingfo  many  titles  to 
it ;  no  one  knew  better  than  myfelf  that  you  would  bring 
with  you  thole  which  we  prefer  to  all  others. 

This  Miniiler,  who  followed  in  every  thing  the 
Heps  of  Cardinal  Mazarin,  did  not  negleft  the  care 
-of  his  fortune,  and  might  have  amalTed  as  much  wealth 
as  he  did,  if  he  had  had  time  enough.  He  left  2,000,000 
livres  *,  in  ready  money  to  his  heirs.  It  is  not  known, 
whether  it  was  the  fame  kind  of  fcruple  that  fuggelled 
to  him  the  defign  of  making  the  Regent  his  refiduary^ 
legatee  ;  but  that  Prince  would  not  fuffer  it ;  he  ac¬ 
cepted  only  the  gold  plate,  which  the  Cardinal  had 
caufed  to  be  made  for  entertainments  of  ceremony. 

He  was  honoured  with  a  magnificent  funeral,  and 
^ven  a  medal  was  ftruck  to  his  memory.  On  one 
fide  was  his  head,  on  the  other,  a  tree  blown  down  by 
a  ftorm,  with  this  motto:  <vifaefl  dum  ft e tit  manor, 
'The  licence  of  the  age  gave  him  a  coarfe  epitaph  f , 
which  was  very  different,  and  he  deferved  them  both. 
It  is  certain,  that  if  we  only  confider  the  me,ar>s  by 
which  he  raifed  himfelf,  he  was  a  defpicable  and  in¬ 
famous  man.  If  we  confider  the  talents  he  difeovered 
in  that  fituation,  he  was  a  true  ftatefmm.  The  Regent 
found  no  one  capable  of  fucceeding  him,  but  himfelf, 
which  puts  th«  finifhing  ilroke  to  his  political  cha* 
rafter. 

The 

**  Above  e^hty-three  ihoufand  three  huadred  and  thirty-three 
f>o«nds. 

Rome  rough,  devoir  rcugi 
Le  Maquereau  qui  git  ici. 

Rome’s  cheeks  with  confcious  hjulhes  purpled  Were, 

For  purpleiog  the  ?imp,  that’s  buryM  here. 
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The  moft  material  event,  of  the  remaining  part  of 
this  great  Prince’s  adminiftration,  was  the  fuppreflinp  * 
the  company  of  Offend,  cffabliihed  by  the  Emperor, 
and  which  greatly  offended  the  maritime  Powers,  who 
exclaimed  againft  this  infraction  of  the  treaties  of  con:- 
merce,  and  oppofed  it  on  all  fides.  It  would  have  fet 
Europe  in  a  flame,  and  raufed  a  general  war,  had  it 
not  been  for  the  prudence,  and  firninefs  of  the  Duke 
of  Orleans.  Soon  after  Charles  VI.  convinced  that 
he  had  engaged  himfelf  in  an  enterprife  which  was 
above  his  ftrength,  abandoned  this  defign,  and,  after 

few  negotiations  to  fhelter  his  honour,  facrificed  his 
hopes  for  the  fake  of  peace. 

The  Duke  of  ^  Orleans  was  equally  indefatigable  in 
fettling  the  interior  date  of  the  kingdom  ;  he  followed 
in  all  things  the  principles  of  his  favourite,  who  in  all 
probability  had  derived  them  from  his  R.  H.  He 
ihewed  the  greateft  hrmnefs  in  affairs  concerning  reli¬ 
gion;  which  he  carried  to  fuch  a  length,  as  to  order 
his  daughter,  the  Abbefs  of  Chelles,  for -whom  his  ex- 
ceffive  tondnefs  was  known,  to  difmifs  from  her  family 
two  Benedictines,  who  were  excluded  by  letrtrs  of 
Cachet  from  holding  any  office,  and  who  had  taken 
refuge  with  her.  He  did  not  fuffer  the  Parliament 
to  interfere  in  the  matter  of  the  affairs  of  the  Conftitu - 
**on,  or  to  take  cognizance  of  the  caufes  of  certain 
Appellants  and  Re-appellants.  In  a  word,  he  took, 
care  to  nominate  none  hm 'Constituents  to  livings  and 
■biftiopries,  in  order  to  effablifh  uniformity  of  dottrine 
Tie  took  pains  to  annihilate  the  Bank  bills,  the  multi¬ 
tude  pf  which  'had  been  fo  immenfe,  that,  n>iwith- 
f tan aing  all  the  openings  made  for  the  circulation  'of 
them,  there  remained  fall  a  great  quantity  of  them  in 
hand.  He  fucceeded  fo  far  as  to  lee  the  paper  entirely 
ill ppre fled  before  his  death. 

The  Iimia  Company  was  e-very  day  becoming  of 
more  importance.  This  great  Prince  forefaw  of  what 
utility  to  the  State  it  might  be  to  form  a  coalition.  He 

x  z  gave 

*  That  is  to -fay,  its  fufpenfion;  for  the  entire  fttnnrefiion  of  it 

?<1  not  uke  place  til*  feveral  years  afterwards,  as  will  be  feet*. 
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gave  His  whole  attention  to  this  point ;  and,  being  con- 
vinced  of  the  tank  he  had  committed,  as  well  as  Cardi¬ 
nal  Dubois,  in  truking  Grangers  with  the  adminikration 
of  it,  he  repaired  it  by  a  new  regulation,  according  to 
which  the  Directors  and  Syndics  were  to  be  cholen  out 
of  the  members  of  the  Company.  He  was  pleated  to  be 
prefent  at  the  firk  meeting,  holden  for  the  purpofe  of 
electing  them.  Among  the  number  of  proprietors 
Vere,  the  Dukes  de  la  Force  and  de  Chaulnes,  the 
Marfhal  d’Etrees,  the  Marquikes  de  Bully,  and  de  Laf- 
fay,  &c.  His  R.  H.  endeavoured  by  this  means  to 
reconcile  the  Nobility  to  commerce,  and  infenfibly_£o 
deftroy  the  ekablifhea  prejudice  in  France,  which  ren¬ 
dered  thefe  two  conditions  incompatible.  He  confirm¬ 
ed  to  the  Coihpany,  at  this  meeting,  the  exclufive  pri¬ 
vilege  of  felling  tobacco  and  coffee :  and  the  account 
was  then  prepared,  which  was  fettled  on  the  twentieth 
of  November  following,  amounting  to  two  thoufand 
feven  hundred  millions  *,  by  which  they  found  them- 
felves  clear  with  the  King. 

Since  the  catakrophe  of  Law’s  fykem,  the  Farms 
General  had  been  under  management.  They  were 
leafed  out  in  the  month  of  October,  to  a  chofen  body 
of  the  higheft  bidders  f,  who  engaged  to  pay  the  King 
annually  55  millions  J  ;  thefe  are  the  leafcs  which  at 
prefent  are  railed  to  more  than  160  millions  §. 

This  was  the  lak  Minifterial  operation  of  the  Regent. 
That  Prince,  though  of  a  very  ftrong  corkitution,  could 
not  maintain  his  health  with  the  excdhve  iatigues  he 
went  through,  efpeeially  fince  the  death  of  Cardi¬ 
nal  Dubois :  he  wanted  a  fecond  felf  to  afiifl  him,  and 
that  he  had  juk  lok.  All  the  perfonsthen  Minifters,  were 

men 

m  Upwards  of  a  hundred  and  twelve  millions  feeding. 

• I *  It  is  fince  this  period,  that  the  Farmers  Geneva!  have  ac- 
qu’-ed  great  weight,  are  become  perfons  of  confeqv.tnce  in  the 
kingdom,  and  have  at  length  been  looked  upon  ?.s  “  ihe  -ilfars 
*{  of  the  State.”  The  reader  will  net  be  ferry  to  fee  a  piintcd 
lift,  and  anecdotes  of  thefe  Matadc  cs  of  finance,  from  1720  to 
-this  time.  As  it  is  too  long  to  be  inferted  here,  we  referve  it 
for  the  Appendix,  N  .  V. 

J  Upward-,  of  two  millions  feeding. 

§  Between  fix  and  feven  millions  fterling. 
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of  inferior  talents,  w from  bis  R.  H.  wss  conftant- 
ly  obliged  to  guide  and  inftruft.  The  Keeper  of  the 
Seals  was  no  more  than  a  puppet,  whole  appearance 
was  neceffary,  but  who  was  incapable  ot  taking  any  re- 
folution,  of  propofing  any  opinion,  or  of  purfuing  any 
and  equally  unable  to  conduct  himfelf  in  that  fituation, 
which,  beiides  an  implicit  fub million  to  the  orders  of 
the  Court,  requires  rigid  firmnefs  in  inforcing  the  exe¬ 
cution  of  them  with  refpedt  to  the  Parliament,  and  the 
Clergy.  The  Count  de  Morville,  his  ion,  who  had 
palled  from  the  Marine  department  to  that  of  foreign 
affairs,  though  he  had  a  much  better  underftanding, 
was  not  fufnciently  acquainted  with  the  train  of  Mini- 
fle'rial  bufinefs,  to  unravel  the  'different  parts  oi  it,  to 
ciredt  them  without  confudon  ;  and  to  manage  them 
with  that  dexterity  which  the  times  required.  *1  he 
Comptroller  General  Dodun,  taken  from  Parliament, 
in  hopes  of  inducing  that  Company  more  readily  to 
adopt  the  plans  he  might  propofe,  was  on  that  very 
account  more  ignorant  of  finance;  and  ought  to  have 
prevented  the  Government  from  committing  the  fame 
fault  a  fecond  time.  As  for  M.  de  Breteuil,  the  Se¬ 
cretary  of  State  for  the  war  department,  he  was  found 
to  be  very  fit  for  that  employment  in  the  time  of  peace6 
The  Count  de  Saint  Florentin,  and  the  Count  de 
Maurepas,  were  at  this  time  very  young,  and  were 
hut  juft  entered  into  their  departments.  All  the  weight 
of  affairs  fell  confequently  on  the  Duke  of  Orleans.  He 
had,  however,  found  one  perfon  who  fuited  him  ;  this 
was  the  fecond  fon  of  the  late  Keeper  of  the  Seals,  fince 
known  bv'  the  name  of  Count  d’  Arnenfon  :  he  had  tri- 

J  #  o 

ed  him  in  the  poll  of  Lieutenant  of  Police,  and  was  coni 
vincedofhis  capacity  and  attachment;  he  had  juft 
made  him  his  Chancellor,  and  Keeper  of  the  Seals, 
Prelident  of  his  Council,  and  Superintendant  of  his 
houfehold  and  revenues.  When  he  made  his  choice 
known,  he  had  applauded  himfelf  for  it,  by  faying.  It 
ui'll  not  be  [aid ,  that  my  Chancellor  nuants  either  fenfe  or 
birth.  His  intention  was  to  appoint  him  Comptrol¬ 
ler  General  of  finance,  but  he  had  not  time. 

F  3  On 
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On  fne  6t  h  ot  December,  after  giving  audience,  cits 
going  to  his  clofet,  he  met  the  Dutchefs  de  Phalaris 
his  miitrefs,  and  laid  taker:  Come  in,  I  am  very  glad 
to  fee  you  ;  you  'wilt  divert  me  'with  your  Jlories  ;  /  have 
a  violent  pain  in  my  head.  They  were  fcarcly  alone 
oetore  he  tainted  away,  and  remained  without  fenfe  or 
motion.  The  Lady  was  alarmed,  and  called  for  affif- 
tance  ;  none  was  effectual  ;  he  expired  in  her*  arms, 
which  gav$  oecafion  to  a  foreign  news-paper  ma~ 
'dcioufly  to  fay,  that  the  Duke  of  Orleans  died,  ajjtjled 
by  his  Confeffor  in  ordinary. 

Such  was  the  end  of  this  Prince,  whofe  Regency 
will  be  ever  memorable,  for  being  big  with  all'poffiblej 
ieeds  of  trouble-,  and  with  commotions,  which  unfor¬ 
tunately  are  of  too  luxuriant  a  growth  in  minorities, 
#yer  fubje<5t  to  tumult  and  agitation  :  he  checked  and 
ibfled  them,  by  the  meer  ftrength  of  his  genius  i 
he  reftored  to  the  Parliament  the  right  of  examination 
and  remonftrance  j  but  while  he  fuffered  them  to  re¬ 
gain  their  former  luftre,  he  referved  to  himfelf  the 
means  of  keeping  them  within  bounds,  and  of  prevent.- 
mg  their  making  a  bad  ufe  of  that  dangerous  liberty. 

If  he  were  not  able  entirely  to  appeafe  the  fermen¬ 
tation  occafioned  by  the  famous  Bull,  he  prevented  the 
difputes  about  religion  from  having  the  fame  fatal  ef-  , 
fedls  they  had  had  in  former  centuries;  he  reduced 
them  to  appeals,  mandates,  at  moft,  to  fome  ftorms  of 
fpiritual  thunder ;  impotent  thunder,  almoft  as  foon 
cxtinguifhed  as  lighted*.  He  curbed  the  exceflive  am¬ 
bition  of  the  legitimated  Princss,  and  acknowledg¬ 
ed  authentically  the  natiorfs  right :  in  this  manner  he 
put  a  flopr  to  a  difenfion,  which  had  arifen  among  the 
Royal  Family  ;  but  in  acquiefcing  in  faft  with  the 
pretenfions  of  the  Prmces,  and  even  of  the  Nobility, 
he  did  not  relax  from  the  authority,  which  had  been 
intrufted  to  him,  and  reprefled  with  equal  feverity  the 
fieps  of  the  feveral  bodies,  which  tended  to  bring 

queftions 

*  This  relates  to  the  Apoftolical  letter*  of  the  Pope,  which 
denounced  excommunication  againft  thofe  who  did  not  obferve  an 
entire  obedience  to  the  Conftitution.  Thefe  letters  had  no  kind 
«f  effect,  and  were  condemned  by  the.  Parliament. 
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queftions  of  too  delicate  a  nature  in  agitation.  He  re¬ 
filled  the  violent  form  that  Spain  was  railing  againft 
him,  and,  by  the  boldnefs  of  his  politics,  and  of  his 
meafures,  not  only  difconcerted  the  manoeuvres  of  that 
Power  ;  but  inftead  of  a  war,  which  threatened  to  be 
bloody,  long,  and  to  degenerate inte  a  civil  war,  he  made 
a  folia  and  glorious  peace,  cemented  between  the  two 
Crowns  a  fricndflup,  which  had  been  rather  iuipended 
than  violated,  and  at  lad  placed  his  two  daughters  up¬ 
on  a  throne*.  If  the  art  with  which  he  conduced  this 
neootiation  is  to  be  admired, what  fhall  we  fay  of  his  dex¬ 
terity  in  fecuring  England  and  Holland  ?  At  the  death- 
of  Lewis  XIV.  the  kingdom  remained  without  allies; 
the  fame  fentiments  of  hatred,  jealoufy,  ami  fear, 
which  had  united  all  Europe  a  gain  ft  the  late  King,  ftill 
continued  ;  at  London,  they  were  prolecutmg  the  au¬ 
thors  ol  the  late  peace,  which  had  been  the  falvation 
of  France,  and  their  High  Mightiness  had  not  forgot¬ 
ten  the  humiliations  they  had  received,  and  the  dread-' 
ful  filiation  they  were  once  in,  when  they  had  no  othe^ 
choice,  than  the  being  a  prey  to  a  haughty  conqueror, 
or  burying  themfelves  in  the  fea.  It  was  to  be  feared, 
that  thefe  natural  enemies,  not  well  reconciled  with' 
France,  in  their  indignation  for  having  been  made  the: 
dupes  of  the  intrigues  of  that  Court,  would  avail  them- 
fblves  of  the  favourable  circumftance  of  a  minority,  to 
deprive  them  of  the  power  of  doing  any  mifehief  for 
the  future.  At  this  critical  juncture  the  Regent  con¬ 
ceived,  and  executed  the  bold  project  cf  forming  an 
alliance  with  them  both,  in  oppofttiom  to  Spain,  the 
Power  he  was  perfonally  moft  afraid  of.  We  will  not 
inquire  whether  his  own  particular  intereft  had  not - 
more  fhare  in  producing  this  manoeuvre,  than  the  pub¬ 
lic  good  but  that  the  meafure  was  advantageous  to- 

R  4  the- 

✓  i  f  *  r 

*  Mademoifelle  de  Montpenfier,  married  to  tlje  Prince  of  Aftu- 
ria%  fmee  King  of  Spain,  and  Mademoifelle  Beaujolob,  whofe' 
contract ’of  marriage  with  the  Infant  Don  Carlos,  foon  after  Sove¬ 
reign  in  Italy,  had  been  figned  the  2,6th  November  1722.  She 
fet  out  from  Prance  on  the  ift  of  December,  to  go  to  Spain,  from 
whence  (he  returned  in  1715,  without  -the  marriage  having  take zr 
jrface.  ^ 
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k " b"'  >*" ,h" 

,„Thefe?'-r8  0Je  frtuat'?n  of  the  finances  was  another 
caufe  of  ducontent,  which  required  a  remedy.  The 

mefhodCeritrl1y  f'ip  0yer  for  this  PurP°te  a  violent 

Ar  len  I’hl  raKger  °f  Which  he  had  not  forefeen. 
At  length  he  alfo  furmounted  this  difficulty,  and  made  it 

turn  to  the  advantage  of  the  body  politic,  which  after- 
fromiraCqU  a  m°re  ftr°ng  and  health>'  conffitution 

fo  ^<1"J,m®ration  of  eight  years,  fo  flormv,  and  yet 
fo  conftantly  fucceftful  m  ail  ns  part*,  is  undoubtedly 
the  true  toucbftone  of  diftmguifhed  merit,  and  the  Re¬ 
gent  will  certainly  always  be  ranked  among  the  great- 
ett  men  who  have  governed  France. 

This  Prince  was  likewife  poffefled  of  a  fpirit  of  detail, 
which  does  not  always  accompany  genius,  which  often 
ftifles  it,  or  which  genius  defpifes.  The  firft  fixteen 
■months  of  the  Regency  prefent  us  with  the'  model  of 
a.  prudent,  equitable,  and  pacific  government,  fimilar 
to  the  fucceeding  adminiftration  of  Cardinal  Fleuri. 
it  e  Regent fupprefled  a  number  of  fuperfluous  taxes 
arK  charges,  bnrdenfome  to  the  people  ;  and  the 
v  tyoops  were  reduced  to  numbers  proportioned  to 
the  want  of  them.  He  adopted  M.  de  Yauban’s 
fche-me  concerning  the  land-tax.  and  made  experiments 
for  eftablifhing  a  revenue  of  the  crown,  which  the 
fa  bjedfs  might  voluntarily  pay,  and  which  -might  enter 
the  royal  treafury  undiminiilied.  The  repopulation  of 
the  provinces,  the  culture  of  the  lands,  the  reftoration 
of  commerce,  and  the  flourifhing  of  the  arts,  were  all 
objects  which  likewne  engaged  his  attention ;  but,  as 
there  is  no  peredtfon  in  this  world,  he  has  been  re¬ 
proached  with  two  vices  of  confequence  in  government* 
which  have  given  occafion  to  number! efs  fatires,  with 
which  his  adminiftratiorr  hath  been  branded.  The  firft 
js,  that  he  derogated  from  that  maxim,  that  the  word 
of  Kings  ought  to  be  facred  ;  a  maxjm  which  Lewis 
XIV.  had  never  loft  fight  of,  in  the  greateft  calamities 
of  his  reign  :  and  that  he  had  adopted  as  a  principle 
government;  the  fraudulent  conduct  of  thofe  faith- 

left 
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lefs  merchants,  who,  abufmg  the  credulous  confidence* 
of  their  creditors,  get  rid  of  them  by  Shameful  methods, 
that  ought  to  lead  them  to  punishment,  and  enrich 
themfelves  only  by  dint  of  bankruptcies. 

The  Second,  is  that  corruption  ot  manners,  of  which 
he  feemed  to  make  a  kind  of  parade,  and  the  descrip¬ 
tion  of  which,  unfortunately  too  faithful,  notwithlland- 
ing  all  the  embellilhments  of  poetry,  is  to  be  found 
in  thole  celebrated  Philippics,  that  are  a  Satire,  leSs 
delicate  indeed,  but  more  energetic,  than  thoSe  of  Pe- 
tronius ;  a  true  and  rapid  defeription  of  the  manners  of 
the  Regent’s  Court,  fo  much  the  more  precious,  to  pos¬ 
terity,  as  there  is  no  allegorical  veil  to  conceal  the 
perfons  from  it*. 

It  is  there  Seen,  that  incefl  was  a  mere  Sport  to  him. 
In  fact,  if  his  love  for  the  Abbefs  de  Chelles,  his 
daughter,  is  not  thoroughly  confirmed,  it  is  difficult  to 
denv  his  having  been  fmitten  with  the  charms  of  the 

y  Zj 

Dutchefs  of  Bern,  whole  hands,  which  were  the  moft 
beautiful  that  a  woman  can  poflibly  have,  had  .parti¬ 
cularly  enchanted  him  f.  He  deplored  her  death  ra¬ 
ther  as  a  lover  in  defpair  than  as  an  affiidted  father. 

If  malice,  indeed,  in  the  terrible  portraits  it  has 
ndrawn  of  this  prince  in  a  hundred  libels,  had  forgotten 
any  feature,  'the  epitaph  made  on  the  mother  of  his 

F  5  R.  H. 

*  This  is  what  Induces  us  to  preserve  this  piece  belonging-  to 
Tiiftory,  and  which  hath  never  yet  been  printed.  Wefhalljoin 
it  to  the  other  pieces  in  the  Appendix,  N  J  VI. 

-p  The  curious  preserve  a  caricature  invented  on  this  occafiofl, 
the  Angularity  of  whi^i  Requires  a  defeription.  It  is  in  the  ftile 
of  thole  pidturefque  rebuftes,  with  which  the  Jefuits  amufed  their 
fcnolars  at  certain  times  of  the  year.  The  Regent  was  reprefented 
in  it  wantoning  with  his  daughter,  and  particularly  k: fling  her 
divine  hands,  which  the  Princefs  puts  before  his  eyes,  and  pre¬ 
vents  him  from  feeing  what  is  palling.  In  the  mean  time  the 
Count  de  Riom  is  placed4>ehind  her  Royal  Highnefs,  in  the  moft. 
diffolute  attitude.  In  a  di’ftant  corner  of  the  room,  and  in  the 
fhade,  the  Abbe  Dubois  Is  feen,  who  obferves  all  that  palles,  and 
fmiles.  Underneath  are  thefe-  words  In  Latin  :  “  Regens  ftultus*. 
4<  Abbas  ridet,  rideamus  quoque.”  The  fenle  in  French,  if  it  does  n«.t 
prefent  a  juft  idea  to  the  eyes,  from  the  fault  in  orthography,  pre- 
fents  at  leaft  to  the  imagination,  the  proper  explanation  of  this 
feene.  Every  Tody  knows  that  the  Count  de  Riom,  the  PrincefsT 
Ti>yer,  palled  afterwards  for  her  hufband. 
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R.  H.  defigned  Iefs  to  bear  upon  that  Princefs  than 

upon  her  ion,  would  complete  them  all:  Here  lies 

i  diene fs. 

Whatever  may  have  been  the  intention  of  the  law, 
which  has  declared  the  Kings  of  France  of  ag.e  at  thir¬ 
teen  years  complete,  it  has  been  unable  to  force  nature, 
and  to  bring  their  reafon  to  maturity  fooner  than  that  of 
other  men.  The  Monarch,  therefore,  the  mod  prudent  at 
this  age,  is  the  one  who  fuffers  himfelf  to  be  governed 
with  docility,  Such  a  one  was  Lewis  XV.  Since  the 
iolemn  adt,  which  had  put  him  in  pofTeffion  of  this 
prerogative,  he  exerted  no  will  of  his  own  except  in 
perfonal  matters,  which  could  not  afFedt  his  people* 
I  h us  he  ordered  his  Governor’s  bed  to  be  taken  out 
of  his  room,  declaring  it  neverthelefs  as  his  pleafure, 
that  the  Duke  of  Charod,  or,  in  his  abfence,  the  Sub¬ 
governor,  dioulYi  fleep  in  his  room  for  three  years,  in 
the  fame  manner  as  had  been  pradlifed  at  the  majority 
of  Lewis  XIV.  For  this  purpofe  a  tent  bed  was  put 
up  every  night  in  his  Majefty’s  chamber,  and  it  was 
taken  away  in  the  morning. 

He  determined  alfo  upon  the  petition  prefented, 
during  his  minority,  to  the  Regent,  by  the  Firft  Lords 
of  the  Bed-chamber,  who  demanded  a  recovery  of 
their  right  of  fleeping  in  the  King  s  Chamber.  The 
Duke  of  Orleans  had  not  chofen  to  determine 
J724.  upon  this  claim,  and  the  Fir  it  Gentlemen  of  the 
Bed-chamber  have  remained  in  pofTeflion  of  this 
honour. 

The  death  of  the  Duke  of  Orleans,  Prime  Minider, 
obliged  Lewis  XV.  to  explain  himfelf  on  a  mora  deli¬ 
cate  fubjedt ;  and,  thinking  himfelf  too  young  to  un¬ 
dertake  the  management  of  affairs,  he  put  into  the 
Regent’s  place  the  X>uke  of  Bourbon,  head  of  the 
Iioufe  of  Cond6.  In  this  choice,  which  was  not  cer¬ 
tainly  the  belt  he  could  have  made,  as  he  had  not  ac¬ 
quired  a  fufficient  knowledge  of  mankind,  to  direct 
•fiim,  fince  he  yet  knew  not  himfelf,  his  conduct  was 
at  lead  confident  with  the  rules  of  propriety.  He 
thought  it  right  to  intrud  this  place,  the  mod  import- 
$*it  of  the  kingdom,  to  a  Prince  of  h is  own  houfe,  and 
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ss  they  were  all  young  .men,  he  pitched  upon  the  eld 


ell  of  them,  who  was  not,  however,  more  than  thirty- 
one  years  of  age.  The  manner  in  which  his  Highnels 
hadf  managed  and  improved  his  own  revenues,  not- 
withftanding  his  youth,  a  time  in  which  we  are  chiefly 
engaged  in  the  purfuit  of  pleafure,  was  befides  a  pre¬ 
emptive  proof  in.favour  of  his  talents  for  the  prudent 
adminiflration  of  thofe  of  the  State  ;  and  rich  as  he  was, 
it- was  imagined  his  attention  would  not  be  engaged  in 
increafing  his  opulence.  The  finances  were  therf  in 
fad  the  eflential  part  of  Government.  France  was  ia 
want  of  a  pacific,  mild,  {economical  adminiflration, 
which  fhould  avail  itfelf  of  the  calm  produced  by  the 
tranquillity  of  Europe,  to  reftore  the  kingdom  by 
commerce,  by-  induftryT  and  by  an  infenfible  reflux  of 
the  fpecie,  from  the  exhaufted  ftate  into  which  it  was 
fallen.  As  for  the  reft,  there  was  no  one  unacquainted- 
with  the  prodigious  difference  between  the  genius  of 
the  Regent  and  that  of  the  Duke.  The  following  is 
the  charades  drawn  of  the  latter,  in  a  work  *,  the 
author  of  which  though  concealing  himfelf  under  the 
veil  of  fecreey*  is  rather  flattering  than  fatyrical. 

“  Lefs  capable  than  his  predeceflor,  but  equally  ad- 
«  dided  to- debauchery,  his  perfon  was  tall,  thin,  and 
u  difagreeable  ;  his  temper  was  rough  and  unaccom- 
«<  modating  ;  he  was  curious,  andt£oiid  of  fcarce  and 
<c  precious  things :  having  a  very  beautiful  wife,  upon 
«  whom  he  did  not  fet  a  right  value,  feeking  abroad 
u  for  pleafures,  which  he  was  little  able  to  enjay, 

“  making  a  great  and  magnificent -expence - — -T 

We  certainly  cannot  find  out,  among  all  thefe  qualities, 
any  that  are  proper  to  charaderife  a  Statefman. 

The  firft  ad  he  did  in  his  new  capacity  proved,  on 
the  contrary,  how  little  of  a  Statefman  he  was.  Wq  . 
mean  to  fpeak  of  that  fevere  edid  ilfued 
againft  the  Proteftants  and  other  fedaries,  14 March. 
which  forbade  them,  under  the  moft  heavy 
penalties,  the  exereife  of  their  religion,  injoined  them, 
to  educate  their  children  in  the  Catholic  faith,  confif- 
-^ated  the  eftates  of  perfons  returning  to  the  Prott  " 


*'  i{  Secret  Momoirs  for  the  Hlftory  of  Perfu^ 
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laith,  and  ftained  the  memory  of  thofe  who  die  witrr* 
out  having  received  the  iacrament  of  the  church. 

It  would  not  have  occaiioned  any  furprife,  if  fuch 
an  had  appeared  at  the  beginning  of  the  reign, 
v/hen  the  Proteflants  of  Guienne  and  Languedoc  had 
refufed  to  pay  the  tithes,  when  thofe  of  Montauban 
nad  aflembled,  when  the  report  fpread  of  Clergymen 
being  arrived  to  catechize  them,  announced  a  formal 
defign  of  refuming  the  courfe  of  their  exercifes,  of  their 
preaching  and  inftruftions,  and  when  the  Council  of 
Confcience,  computed  of  the  members  of  the  Clergy, 
and  actuated  by  that  impetuous,  zeal  which  continues 
all.  that  it  is  concerned  in,  was  eager  to  fignalize  itfelf 
m  its  firft  ardour. 

Such  a  conduct,  though  inconflflent,  perhaps,  with 
the  notions  of  a  philofopher,  who  knows  that  perfe- 
•cutiononly.  increafes  fanaticifm,  fpreads  it,  and  gives ' 
n  greater  activity  and  energy,  would  then  at  Jeaft 
have  been  excufable  in  the  eye  of  vulgar  politicians, 
bom  the  neceflity  of  fupprefling  the  firft  aft  of  rebel¬ 
lion,  and  flopping  their  progrefl  by  exemplary  punilhr 
inents but  after  eight  years  of  tranquillity  and  fubmif- 
Iron,  to  put  fo  barbarous  a  law  as  this  in  force  again, 
Is  a  circumflance  that  can  but  give  a  very  bad  opinion 
of  the  narrow  views  of  the  Prime  Minifler,  and  of  his 
complaifance  for  the  Priefts.  The  example  of  the 
Regent  was  ftill  before  the  eyes  of  the  people,  who, 
xeven  in  the  troubles  we  may  recal  to  our  memory,  mo¬ 
derated  the  fury  of  the  Clergy,  cenfured  the  feverity 
of  the  Parliament  of  Bourdeaux,  and  took  out  of  the 
gallies  fixty-eight  of  thefe  unhappy  perfons,  to  whom 
he  gave  full  liberty  to  go  out  of  the  kingdom  wherever 
they  thought  proper.  The  parallel  heightened  the 
odium  againft  the  fucceflor: 

Fortunately,  before  the  perfecution,  which  this  edift 
would  have  occaiioned,  was  begun,  the  States  Gene¬ 
ral,  who  had  then  fome  influence  at  the 
31  Augujl.  Court  of  Verfaiiles,  prefented  a  memorial 
to  the  King,  to  obtain  fome  mitigations  to 
this  edift,  in  favour  of  the  Dutch  merchants  fettled  in 
France*  In  order  not  to  make  too  formal  a  retrafta- 

*  tion 
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Hon  in  fo  Ihort  a  time,  it  was  contrived  to 
give  a  declaration,  excepting  the  inhabi-  15  Sept. 
tants  of  the  province  of  Allace  from  the  ri¬ 
gour  of  the  ediCt,  inafmuch  as  their  privileges  were 
founded  upon  the  mod  folemn  treaties  oi  peace. 

The  cireumftanee  that  furnifhes  the  bell  proof  how 
much  thefe  rigours  againft  the  PVoteftants  were  dan- 
t  gerous,  and  might  have  become  fatal,  if  they  had 
been  ftri&ly  executed,  is  the  ea^ernefs  of  certain 
Powers  to  avail  themfelves  of  fo  grofs  a  fault  in  poli¬ 
tics.  The  Swedes  no  fooner  heard  of  this  eciidt,  •jhan 
they  flattened  to  publifh  a  manifefto,  by 
which  they  invited  French  Protettants,  Odober , 
who  had  any  occupation,  to  go  and  fettle 
in  their  country.  Thus  it  is,  that  lince  the  revoca¬ 
tion  of  the  edict  of  Nantz,  the  neighbours  of  France 
have  enriched  themfelves,  at  her  expence,  with  a  mul¬ 
titude  of  her  fubjedts,  and,  increafing  their  population 
by  our  lots,  have,  at  the  fame  time,  acquired  a  va¬ 
riety  of  fciences,  arts,  and  trades,  which  they  had  not 
before.  It  was  then  thought  that  internal  tranquillity, 
and  the  cettation  of  civil  wars,  were  a  fufhcient  com— 
penfation  for  emigrations  and  the  lofs  of  trade.  Philo¬ 
sophers  had  not  yet  difcufled  thefo  reafonngs,  more 
fpecious  than  folid  ,•  it  was  neceffary  that  half  a  cen¬ 
tury*  Iliould  be  nearly  elapfed,  before  the  darknefs 
of  prejudice  was  diflipated,  and  before  it  was  conceiv¬ 
ed  that  the  reinitiating  of  the  Pcoteftaftts  among  the 
body  of  the  citizens,  far  from  being  injurious  to  the 
interelts  either  of  the  Church  or  the  State,  could  not 
but  contribute  to  the  honour  of  the  one,  and  the  good 
of  the  other. 

In  general,  every  new  tax,  or  every  additional  of¬ 
fice,  is  little  calculated  to  render  a  Minid'er  agreeable 
to  the  nation  ;  much  lefs  fo  when  he  has  no  advan¬ 
tageous. 

■*  It  is  well  known  that  It  hath  been  for  many  years  aq  objedh  of. 
confideration  in  France,  to  give  the  Proteftants  a  legal  eftablifh* 
ment  in  that  kingdom;  it  is  under  M.  Turgot,  that  the  Govern¬ 
ment  has  taken  up  new  ideas  upon  this  matter  ;  and  at  the  time 
we  are  writing  this  (in  1778)  the  Parliament  even  feems  to  ha  vs 
opened  their  eyes  upon  it. 
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tageous  operation,  or  any  increafe  of  glory,  to  offer  as 
aa  indemnification.  The  people,  therefore,  could  not 
but  be  highly  difpleafed  with  the  Duke,  for  his  decla¬ 
ration  beaiing  a  tax  on  the  fiftieth  part  of  the  revenue 
of  all  eftates,  payable  during  twelve  years. 

*1  he  right  ot  joyous  acceilion  (joyeux  a^jenement )  to 
The  crown,  which  the  Kings  of  France  pretended  to 
be  due  to  them,  and  the  ridiculous  claim  of  which  is 
contefted,  becaufe  the  Parliaments  do  not  rcgifter  it, 
was  already  a  fubjeft  of  difcontent.  It  had  juft  been 
eftabliihed  by  a  declaration,  given  only"  under  the 
Oeat  Seal,  and  for  this  reafon  it  was  colle&ed  but ; 

(lowly  and  fecretly  *.  People  were  incenfed, 
1725.  that  in  the  midft  of  peace  another  tax  (liould' 
be  added  to  ifo  of  a  lingular  kind  ;  and  the 
Magiftrates  not  being  willing  to  accede  to  it,  it  was- 
neceffary  to  haye  recourfe  to  a  Bed  of  Juf- 
&fh  June,  tice,  a  formidable  apparatus,  which  was  - 
beginning  to  become  very  common.  The 
King  caufed  to  be  regiftered  there,  in  his  prefence, 
not  only  this  edidl  of  the  fiftieth  part  of  the  revenue, 
but  another  likewife,  denoting  the  privileges,  concefi- 
lions,  and  alienations,  granted  to -the  India  Company, 
and  by  which  that  Company  was  difcharged  from  all  ■ 
th^operations  of  the  Bank,  and  all  the  accounts  they  , 
might  have  to  make  up;  His  Majefty  further  ordered, 
that  all  the  regifters  which  had  been  made  for  the 
purchafe  of  (Lares,  and  other  operations  of  the  Com- 
pany,  during  the  minority,  (hould  be  burnt.  Thefe- 
circumftances  diicovered  the  affe&ion  of  the  Prime 
Minifter  for  a  Company  in  which  he  had  made  fo  pro¬ 
digious  a  fortune  ;  all  the  veftiges  of  which,  it  is  faid^ 

he 

*  In  the  u  Hiftoric  Journal  of  the  Fafti  of  the  Reign  of  Lewie. 
€t  XV.  furnamed  the  Bien  Aime,v  it  is  faid  that  this  tax  produced 
about  forty-four  millions  [near  two  millions  fterling]  in  fpecie. 
The  writer  has  been  ill  informed.  The  tax  was  farmed  at 
twenty-three  millions  [near  one  million  fterling.]  The  company 
who  did  this  bufinefs,  got  by  it,  it  is  true,  forty-one  millions. 
£more  than  one  million  and  a  half  fterling;]  but  the  collecting  of 
It  was  only,  completed  in  1744,  and  the  accounts  were  not  fetr 
tied  at  the  Chamber;  till  a  few  jzionths  before  the  death 
Xewis  XV'. 
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lie  was  defirous  of  effacing.  Such  was  undoubtedly 
the  caufe  of  the  darknefs  in  which  thefe  troublefome 
times  were  involved,  and  which  will  always  prove  an 
embarraffment  to  an  hiftorian,  how  great  foever  his. 
fagacity. 

The  fending  back  of  the  Infanta  of  Spain  is  another 
event  of  the  adminiftration  of  the  Duke  of  Bourbon, 
which  cannot  be  approved.  *T  his  infult,  committed 
againfl  a  Sovereign,  who  was  uncle  to  the  King,  at  a 
time  when  it  was  effential  to  be  upon  good  terms  with 
him,  was  fo  much  the  more  unneceffary,  as  it  was  done 
in  order  that  the  King  might,  marry  the  daughter  of  a 
dethroned  Prince.  In  vain  was  it  alledged,  that  the 
little  Princefs  was  too  young,  being  fcarce  feyen  years 
of  age  ;  that  fhe  could  not  therefore  be  married  for  fe- 
veral  years ;  and  that  it  was  expedient  to  gratify  the 
wifhes  of  the  nation,  impatient  that  the  King  fhould 
have  heirs  to  his  crown.  Not  only  the  nation  did  not 
exprefs  the  impatience  afcribed  to  them,  but  they 
were  already  accuftomed  to  fee  their  future  Queen 
v  grow  up  under  their  own  eyes  ;  they  began  to  take  an 
intereft  in  her,  and  faw  her  depart  with  regret.  It 
was  confidered  as  a  very  bad  piece  of  policy,  to  form 
an  alliance  that  could  not  be  of  any  advantage ;  but 
*  on  the  contrary,  muff  become  very  burthenfome. 
Certainly,  when  the  Regent,  upon  King  Staniflaus 
having  chofen  his  retreat  at  Weiffenberg,  in  French 
Alfatia^  anfwered  Mr.  Sum,  Envoy  of  King  Auguftus, 
who  was  making  his  complaints  to  him  upon  it.  Sir, 
let  the  King  your  mafier  know,  that  France  has  always 
been  the  afylum  of  unfortunate'  Princes,  he  little  expect¬ 
ed  that  the  daughter  of  that  fame  Staniflaus  would 
caufe  the  expulfion  of  the  Infanta,  whofe  marriage  he 
had  projected,  and  would  be  feated  in  her  place^ 
CVnd  Staniflaus,  when  he  found,  after  his  flight  froirr 
Poland,  his  daughter  wandering  and  deferted,  iitthe 
trough  of  a  (table,  in  a  village,  did  not  expeCt  the 
brilliant  pwofperity  of  his  child.  The  more  we  ffudy 
*  hiltory,  the  more  do  we  experience  that  we  are  blind, 
and  conducted  by  a  (till  blinder  deltiny.  Neverthelefs, 
tlje following,  according  to  conftant  tradition,  are  the 

fee  ret 
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fecret  and  incredible  fprings,  by  which  this 
has  been  eonaudted. 


intrigue 


King  Stanidaus,  retired  at  Weiflenberg,  was,  as  we 
nave  teen  by  the  antwer  of  the  Regent,  under  the 
protection  ot  France,  and,  in  order  to  do  honour  to 
him,  tome  regiments  were  kept  in  that  place,  the  of¬ 
ficers  of  which  formed  a  kind  of  Court  for  him.  Among; 
thefe  was  the  Count,  fince  Martha!  d’Eftrees.  He  was 
at  that  time  young,  handfome,  well  made,  adive,  and 
calculated  to  pleafe  the  women.  Staniflaus  perceived 
that  his  daughter  had  conceived  an  affeftion  for  him  r 
one  day,  he  took  him  afide,  converted  with  him  upon 
the  matter,  and  declared,  that  although  he  had  no 
hope  of  re-afcending  the  throne  of  Poland,  yet  he 
doubted  not  but  that  he  fhould  have  jultice,  and  that 
he  fttould  receive  the  eftates  belonging  to  him  in  that 
country  $  that  this  would  enable  him  to  give  a  very 
opulent  dower  with  his  daughter,  and  even  intitle  her 
to  itiarry  fome  petty  Sovereign  ;  but  that  he  preferred 
the  happinefs  of  this  darling  child,  to  any  thing  that 
might  flatter  his  ambition  ;  that  he  had  obferved  how 
agreeable  the  Count  was  to  her  ;  and  that  he  was  nor 
averie  from  beftowing  her  on  him  in  marriage,  if  to- 
his^  birth,  already  illuftrious,  he  could  add  fome  diftin-* 
gui firing  mark  of  dignity  for  his  pofterity,  fuch  as  a 
Dukedom,  and  Peerage.  DEftrees  was  ardent,  and* 
in  a  hurry  to  make  his  way.  Having  anfweredlmme- 
diately  with  proper  modefty,  he  acknowledged  him- 
felf  to  be  inflamed  with  a  tender  and  refpe&ful  pafliom 
for  the  Princefs,  but  that  he  fhould  never  have  dared 
to  carry  his  views  lo  high  ;  vet,  flnce  he  was  encou¬ 
raged  by  his  Majefty’s  goodnefs,  he  would  endeavour 
to  make  himfelf  worthy  of  it.  He  fet  off  immediately 
for  Court,  and  folicited  of  the  Regent  the  dignity  that 
.  was  required.  His  R,  H.  did  not  love  the  Louvois, 
■and  was  therefore  far  from  confenting  to  fuch  a  pro- 
pofal,  under  a  pretence  that  d’Eftrees  was  not  a  pro¬ 
per  perfon  to  mary  a  daughter  of  a  Sbvereign,  though 
an  elective  one,  and  deprived  of  his  crown. 

The  Duke  of  Bourbon  coining  in  to  his  R.  H.  fbon 
after  this  convention  with  d’Eftrees,  the  Regent,  who 
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'Was  {till  agitated  with  the  boldnefs  of  the  Colonel, 
communicated  the  matter  to  him,  and  in  the  couife 
of  the  converlation  infmuated  to  him,  that  he  ought 
to  think  of  this  marriage  tor  himfelf ;  that  this  alli¬ 
ance  would  be  perfectly  fuitable  to  him,  especially 
with  the  expectation  of  the  large  polTdlions  Stanidaus 
was  to  recover.  The  Duke  loved  money,  and  was 
not  averfe  to  this  opening  ;  but  before  he  concluded, 
he  waited  to  fee  what  turn  the  affairs  of  the  fugitive 
Monarch  might  take.  Betides,  he  was  then  enthralled 
with  the  Marchionefs  de  Erie,  his  miftrefsj  who,  in 
hopes  of  keeping  this  illuftrious  Have  more  lecurtdv  in 
her  chains,  endeavoured  as  much  as  poiiiblS  to  excite 
in  him  an  averfion  for  marriage.  In  the  mean  time, 
the  Regent  died,  and  the  Duke  was  appointed  Prime 
Minitler.  This  increafe  of  dignity  proved  only^an  ad¬ 
ditional  fpur  to  the  ambition  of  the  Marchionefs,  who 
perceived  that  the  tliould  now  govern  under  him. 
The  youth  and  timidity  of  the  King  gave  her  reafon  to 
hope,  that  this  might  continue  for  a  long  time  ;  but 
the  path  on  of  ambition  is  ever  reftlefs  arid  aCUve, 
The  Marchionefs  was  under  apprehenfions,  that  the 
marriage  of  Lewis  XV.  with  the  Infanta,  might  di- 
minifh  the  power  of -the  Duke,  or  at  lead  occailon  a 
divifron  of  it  ;  flie  therefore  fuggefted  the  manoeuvre 
of  fending  back  the  Princefs,  and  in  order  to  determine^ 
the  refolutions  of  the  Minitler  upon  this  point,  the 
propofed  to  him,  that  the  King  fhould  marry  one  of 
his  fillers,  which  would  necelfarily  fecure  his  Miniftry 
from  any  attacks,  and  would  for  ever  confirm  both 
their  Maje flies  in  his  dependence.  The  Duke  found 
the  expedient-  admirable  ;  but  he  meant  firft  to  confult 
his  mother  about  it,  who  had  more  fenfe  than  himfelf. 
He  was  moreover  in  hopes,  that  this  advice,  10  fa¬ 
vourable  to  the  profperity  of  his  houfe,  bein  g  fuggefted 
by  Madame  de  Prie,  would  make  that  Lady  lefs  difa- 
greeable  to  the  Princefs,  who  could  not  beer  her. 

The  Dutchefs  of  Bourbon,  who  alfo  loved  to  rule, 
far  from  disapproving,  was  extremely  pleaded  with 
this  project  ;  but  reproached  her  fon  with  being  in¬ 
debted  to  a  woman  for  it,  and  for  not  having  himfelf 
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conceived  this  idea  of  grandeur.  She  promifed,  how¬ 
ever,  to  treat  Madame  de  la  Prie  with  more  caution 
and  to  look  upon  her  with  a  more  favourable  eve! 
/  Jer  defign  was  to  excite  her  fon  to  make  the  firft  edar, 
by  breaking  the  marriage  of  the  Infanta.  W  hen  die 
law  that  alliance  entirely  diffolved,  and  no  loncrer  en¬ 
tertained  any  doubt  of  the  marriage  of  her  daughter, 
die  refumed  with  the  Marchioneil  thofe  airs  of  con¬ 
tempt  and  haughtinefs,  which  had  offended  her. 
The  Marchionefs  vowed  revenge,  and  fet  about  it  iq 
the  following  manner; 


“  My  Lord  Du  kef’  Laid  flie,  in  one  of  thofe  inti¬ 
mate  coy  variations,  wherein  they  were  both  weighing 
the  deftinies  of  France,  “  we  have  not  fettled  this  mat- 
teI  properly.  The  marriage  of  your  lifter  with  the 
King,  would  undoubtedly  be  the  means  of  railing 
u  your  houfe,  but  at  the  fame  time  would  deftroy 
“  your  own  elevation.  You  have  a  mother  who  would 
u  Fj0t  fail  to  maintain  the  moft  abfolute  afcendaht  over 
“  the  future  Queen,  if  fhe  be  her  daughter,  and  you 
^ough t  to  be  the  more  perfuaded  ot  this,  as  yoii 
^yourfelf  are  fenfible  of  the  power  fhe  affurties  over 
ct  you,  and  know  how  much  difficulty  you  have  to  fWe 
*i  yourfelf  from  it.  I  think,  that  if  you  mean  to  pre- 
ferve  your  power,  you  muftfacrifice  the  glory  of  this1 
€i  alliance,  and  marry  the  young  King  meerly  to  a 
“  Princefs,  without  any  advantages  befides  thofe  of 
“  birth,  and  who  being  indebted  to  you  for  her  fortune, 
Ci  w  ill  for  ever  be  grateful.”  This  was  plainly  point¬ 
ing  out  to  the  Duke  the  daughter  of  King  Staniflaus; 
and  thus  the  views  of  this  intriguing  Lady  were  doubly 
anfwered.  In  the  firft  place,  fhe  mortified  the  Dutchels 
of  Bourbon,  and  thwarted  all  her  fchemes  of  empire  i 
and  fecondly,  fire  was  ftriving  to  confirm  and  perpetu¬ 
ate  her  own  power,  by  preventing  the  marriage  of  her 
lover.  The  Duke  readllycomprehended  her  meaning, 
and  faw  no  other  motive  than  an  excefs  of  zeal  in  the 
Marchionefs,  defirous  that  he  Ihould  preferve  in  its 
full  extent  the  quality  of  Prime  Minifter.  He  adopt¬ 
ed  this  plan  the  rather,  as  it  fuited  him  very  well,  be-, 
caufe  the  chara&er  of  the  Princefs  was  jnild,  and  good; 
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and  her  underftanding  weak.  He  propofed  the  affair 
in  Council,  and  it  met  with  the  King’s  approbation. 
It  is  probable  that  his  Majefty,  already  fecretly  led  by 
the  former  Bifhop  of  Frejus,  gave  his  confent  only  at 
the  inftigaiion  of  that  Prelate,  who,  being  more  artful 
than  the  Duke,  was  already  thinking  of  Supplanting 
him,  and  left  the  Duke  to  aft  in  favour  of  his  rival, 
while  he  was  thinking,  only  to  confirm  his  own  autho¬ 
rity.  Thus  it  was  that  Maria,  after  being  propoled  to 
a  Colonel,  and  then  accepted  as  a  luitable 
match  for  a  Prince  of  the  Blood,  became  4  Sept. 
Queen  of  the  finefl  kingdom  in  the  umverfe. 

In  thefequel  of  thefe  memoirs,  we  fliall  fee,  by  the 
fatality  that  prefides  over  the  affairs  of  this  world,  that 
this  marriage  was  the  moft  fortunate  one  which  Lewis 
XV.  could  contract.  But  no  human  prudence  could 
have  forefeen  this,  and  every  thjng  ought,  on  the 
contrary,  to  have  diffuaded  the  Prime  Miniiler  from  it, 
had  he  confulted  only  the  interefta  of  the  State.  The 
calculations,  even,  which  he  and  his  miftrefs  had  made 
for  their  own  account  were  erroneous,  and  the  ftorm 
came  from  a  quarter  where  they  leaft  expected  it.  Be¬ 
fore  the  ftorm  breaks,  let  us  go  through  the  remain¬ 
der  of  the  principal  events,  at  this  period  of  the  reign. 

The  reafons  which  had  determined  the  fending  back 
of  the  Infanta,  however  they  might  have  been  repre- 
fented  to  the  King  of  Spain  as  neceffary  for  the  quiet 
of  France  and  the  tranquility  of  Europe,  yet  that  Mo¬ 
narch  was  not  pleafed  with  them.  He  knew  well  that 
the  manoeuvres  of  a  fhameful  intrigue  were  concealed 
under  the  appearance  of  a  wife  policv  ;  and  he  was 
apprized  of  the  odious  and  contemptible  caufe  of  thefe 
manoeuvres.  As  foon  as  he  was  informed  of  the  refo- 
Jution  taken  upon  this  fubjeft,  he  recalled  the  Pleni¬ 
potentiaries,  and  the  Congrefs  was  diffolved,  as  his 
interefts  made  the  principal  objedl  of  it.  Fie  gave  or¬ 
ders  to  the  Baron  de  Riperda,  his  Minifter  at  Vienna, 
to  clofe  with  the  Emperor,  and  was  compelled  to 
make  an  extraordinary  alliance  with  his  rival.  In 
confequence  of  this,  four  treaties  were  concluded  in 
his  name  at  Vienna  in  one  day,  one  with  the  Empire, 
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and  three  with  the  Emperor.  Thefe  treaties  had  been 
lecretl  y  negotiating  for  a  long  time,  while  the  Miniiters 

,  ,  .,le  ,two  C'°,urts  teemed  to  be  much  divided  at  Cam- 
nai  ;  but  perhaps  they  would  not  have  taken  place, 
i  the  nnfunderftanding,  which  happened  at  this  time, 
,ac  aetermmed  the  conclufion  and  denature  of 

them  j  for  one  mftant  of  ill-humour,  or  of  fatisfaftion. 
Often  forwards  affairs  more  than  all  the  ability  of  the 
negotiator  ;  cr  rather,  the  principal  talent  of  the  ne- 
go tutor  is,  dexteroufly  to  lay  hold  of  the  crilis  of  the 
pa lli on s,  in  order  to  turn  them  to  his  advantage. 

In  this  ferment,  it  was  neceffary  that  the  Kong  fhoultl 
ave,a  Minuter  at  Vienna,  capable  of  watching  over 
his  mterefls.  7  he  Duke  of  Richelieu,  who  now  be- 
gan^nuke  a  figi  re,  was  lent  there  in  character  of 
mbanaaor  Extraordinary.  But  the  treaty  of  Hanover, 
iigned  a  iliort  time  after,  between  France,  England, 
and  the  King  of  Prvflh,  was  the  principal  p  refer  va- 
tive  againft  the  fecret  defigns  the  Spaniards  might 
have.  Thus  every  thing  continued  to  be  fmgula? in 
the  fy idem  of  the  European  alliances,  which  could  not 
Jong  be  maintained  in  this  Rate.  We  leave  it  to  thofe 
who  Riall  treat  more  particularly  of  this  part  of  hiftory, 
to  untold  the  views  which  we  throw  out  in  ^  vague 
manner  upon  the  fubjedt  of  war  or  politics. 

^  A  declaration  of  the  King  concerning  beg- 

2%  July ,  gars  and  vagabonds,  which  appeared  at  the 
1724.  beginning  of  the  Duke  of  Bourbon’s  Miniflry, 
excited  in  the  firfh  inllant  an  admiration  of 
the  wifdom  and  humamtv  of  his  adnuniftration.  The 
objedl  of  this  law  was,  not  m  ruRer  cue  poor  man  in 
the  kingdom  ;  to  fuppjy  thofe  who  were  incapable  of 
labour  with  food  ;  an  1  to  procure  work  for  thofe 
v/ho  were  healthy  and  Rrong:  a  regulation  long  wiTh- 
ed  for,  and  the  execution  of  which,  would  have  been 
as  glorious  to  the  government,  as  iR  VI  0  the  Rate  ; 
a  regulation,  which  has  been  after,  -  ad  ft '  eral  times, 
and  hitherto  without  fucceRs,  bev.au-  .  he  previous  and 
mod  neceifary  operation  has  alwacs  been  Wgotten, 
which  is,  to  let  a  p^rt  a  fund  fufHcient  for  fuch  an 
eRablilhment ,  or  rather  the  regulation  has  been  un- 

fuccelsiul. 
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fuccefsful,  becaule  the  public  treafury,  ever  ranfacked 
by  depredatory  Minilters,  has  never  been  able,  for 
any  length  of  time,  to  lupply  a  fufficiency  for  the  ar¬ 
rangements  taken  on  this  matter. 

The  dreadful  phantom  dilled  etiquette,  occafioned 
alfo,  under  the  Miniftry  of  the  Duke,  a  disturbance 
with  Portugal,  which  mighftiave  been  attended  with 
ferious  consequences,  if  that  fecondary  •  power  had 
been  more  in  a  condition  to  maintain  a  contell;  with 
France.  The  Abbe  de  Livry,  Amballador 
from  his  Majefty  to  that  Court,  received  or-  15  Feb. 
ders  to  retire  trom  Lilbon  without  demand¬ 
ing  an  audience  of  the  King  of  Portugal,  becaufe  the 
Secretary  of  State  had  refilled  to  pay  the  hid  vifit  to 
Tie  Amballador  of  the  King  as  it  was  cuftomary. 
.Lewis  XV.  was  then  at  that  age  when  a  young  and 
fuperb  Prince  is  very  jealous  of  the  rights  of  his  Crown, 
and,  after  having  hftened  to  his  Council,  he  was 
eafdy  determined  to  treat  the  matter  in  the  mod  feri¬ 
ous  manner. 

This  determination  was  not  beyond  his  powers,  any 
more  than  another  which  he  had  previoufly  given,  and 
which  concerned  the  internal  etiquette  of  his 
houfehold.  A  conteft  having  happened  be-  1 1  Nov, 
tween  the  officers  of  the  body  Guards,  and  1724. 
thofe  of  the  Gendarmerie  and  Light  Horfe  of 
his  Guard,  concerning  the  place  which  each  of  them 
was  to  take  near  the  King’s  coach  in  his  excurfions, 
his  Maiefty  made  a  regulation,  fignifying,  that  the 
officers  of  the  Life  Guards  fliould  march  to  the  right 
and  left  of  the  coach,  even  with  the  hind  wheels,  and 
that  the  officers  of  the  Gendarmerie,  Light  Horfe,  and 
Moufquetaires,  diould  march  parallel  to  the  fore 
wheels:  both  the  one  and  the  other  in  nich  a  man¬ 
ner  as  that  the  coach  door  fhou'd  be  left  free,  and 

fhou Id  give  the  people  the  facility  of  leting  the.Mq- 

<■ 

narch. 

It  is  thus  that  Lewis  XV.  accuftomed  himfelf,  by 
■tyiffhg  matters,  to  pronounce  upon  tf  that  were 
-more  important.  Since  the  death  of  the  Regent,  he 
in  Pome  fort  enjoyed  the  fatisfa&ion  of  being  freed 

from 


it 


11S  THE  PRIVATE  LITE 

t!l  evrnftraint  of  tuition-  He  had  introduced 
Marilial  \  illars  into  the  Council,  who  would  never 

I7lfr  pav„bee"  admuted  there  in  the  time  of  his 
'  ,  ?■  He  granted  to  the  Count  of  Tou- 

de  r „J  • 0UrA  maJn®d  Pnvate]y  to  the  Marchionefs 

to  dJcTst  hi  DukS  °f  N°aiIles-  P^iffiort 

to  declare  h.s  marriage,  and  to  make  it  public,  which 

:;;Ftd  —  happened  fooner  :  but  here  ™ ot 

rhl-V.ffiV  WM  done„m0re  particularly  to  amufe  a 
m  I  t htteen  years  or  age;  and  this  was  the  pro¬ 
motion  he  made  at  once  of  fifty-feven  Knights  Corn- 
man  lers  of  the  Holy  Ghoft.  This  is  what®  is  called 
the  grand  promotion.  On  the  fame  day  he  appointed 
feven  MaWhals  of  France,  among  whom  the  Count  de 
Brogho  alone  has  fince  acquired  tome  reputation. 

At  length  he  performed  one  of  the  motf  confnicuous 
.  °‘  fupreme  power,  by  determining  to  take  the 

re, ns  of  government  into  his  own  hands,  thanking  the 
Duke  for  his  fervices,  and  m  return,  writing  to  him  to 
retire  to  Chantilli.  The  good  citizens  were  not  forry 
lor  the  expulsion  of  this  Prince  *,  under  whom  the 
women  had  every  influence  ;  but  it  was  cbferved,  that 
*.?.  c°adua  of  the  King  in  this  inftance  betrayed  a 
dillimu.ation  inconfirtent  with  his  age,  and  which,  from 
that  time,  announced  a  weak  and  little  mind. 

The  letter  dt  cachet  had  been  already  difpatched  in 
the  morning,  when  the  Prime  Miniiter  came  to  receive 
as  nfual  his  orders  from  the  King,  who  was  going  on 
*  ™nting-pzrty  to  Rambouillet.  His  Majefty,  not- 
wnhftanuing  what  had  happened,  did  not  we  the 
lels  favourable  reception  to  his  Prime  Mimfter  ;  he 
ioaded  hiai  with  carefles,  and  alked  the  Duke  whether 
he  mould  not  fee  him  duringihe  journey,  which  was  to 
a  few  days  ;  and  whether  he  would  not  go  a  hunt¬ 
ing  with  him  ?  We  may  readily  conceive  that  the  Dulcet 
fudden  difgrace  could  not  but  appear  more  mortifying 
Po  him,  after  fuch  a  reception,  and  fuch  a  farewel. 

It  would,  however  be  an  eafy  matter  to  duftifv  the 
conduT  of  Lewis  XV.  -who  was  not  yet  fixteen  years  of 
age,  and  did  not  act  from  himfelf.  Every  thing  he  did, 

wail 

« 

Marcfuonefs  Prei,  his  favourite  was  bamflied 
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was  probably  di&ated  to  him  by  his  Preceptor,  who  in- 
fenfibly  gained  the  greatest  afcendant  over  the  Royal 
Pupil.  This  Prelate,  concealing  under  an  air  ot  fini- 
plicity  and  modefty,  a  deep  and  unbounded  ambition, 
and  under  the  appearance  of  the  itridtell  candour,  the 
moft  deliberate  deceit,  would  not  have  dared  to  con¬ 
tend  openly  with  the  Prim*?  Minifter.  Eefides,  he  was 
well  enough  acquainted  with  the  King,  to  judge  him 
incapable  of  difgracing  the  Duke  of  Bourbon  to  his  face, 
or  of  bearing  his  excules,  or  perhaps  his  reproaches .  he 
thought  it  more  fafe  to  have  recourle  to  artifice,  being 

certain,  that  by  preventing  every  explanation,  and  cir¬ 
cumventing  his  Majelly  at  the  inftant,  he  confirmed 
and  perpetuated  for  ever  his  influence  over  his  mind. 
Such  was  the  motive  of  the  ignoble  proceeding  of  Lew¬ 
is  XV.  which  was  rather  the  aft  of  a  (lave,  who  willi¬ 
es  to  free  himfelf  from  the  yoke,  than  of  a  Monarch, 
whofe  genius,  impatient  of  controul,  eagerly  foars  to 
•empire. 

The  circumfpeftion  of  the  young  Kings  Mentor 
would  not  allow  him  to  enjoy  immediately  the  honour 
to  which  he  afpired  ;  he  rather  choie  to  conceal  his  in¬ 
tentions  :  he  engaged  his  Majefty  to  lupprefs  the  office 
of  Prune  Minifter  j  be  made  him  declare  to  ms  people, 
that  in  taking;  upon  himfelf  the  adminuiratioxi  of  his 
kingdom,  he  did  not  prefume  upon  his  own  ilrength, 
but  relied  upon  the  protection  oi  Heaven.  According¬ 
ly  his  Majefly  wrote  a  ettev  to  the  cardinal  de  Noail- 
les,  in  which  he  defirec,  that  public  prayers  ihould  be 
offered  up  to  God,  in  order  to  obtain  the  hleffings  he 
was  in  need  of,  for  the  government  of  his  kingdoms. 
*fhe  Archbiihop  of  Paris  haftened  to  comply  with  the 
King’s  i  mentions,  and  ordered  prayers  to  be  put  up  hi 
all  the  churches  of  the  metropolis.  AH  the  biihops  of 
the  kingdom  followed  this  example,  in  their  reinsdtive 
diocefes,  and  did  not  fail,  while  they  applauded  this 
laudable  inffance  of  piety,  to  celebrate  the  premature 
wifdom  of  their  modern  [oafti. 

The  fecoud  epoch  a  of  tlie  reign  of  Lewis  XV  •  pro¬ 
perly  begins  at  this  period  ;  the  Miniftry  at  the  Duke 

of  Bourbon  having  been  nothing  more  than  a  kind  of 

con- 
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ZZTnf'7  °t-he  Re|e"c^>  h?  r«afon  of  the  extreme 

Miniftrv  of  l  pC  .Pfrlod  is  extended  to  the 

1  •  y ,  .Cardinal  Fleuri,  becaufe,  as  we  have  juft 

ted,  he  is  the  only  perfon  who  directed  the  events 

f  Aft  t  brf°rf  herwas  declared  Prime  Minifter. 

A  ter  the  fatal  cnfis  of  a  tempeftuous  Regency,  this 
fortunate  and  peaceable  Minifter  prefents°us  with  a 

HoT  n  ln°re  a,§.reeab.le’  and  more  flattering  to  the  na- 

courfe  *!rlng  t!lls  PenoH>  we  fee  France,  which  in  the 
courte  of  the  preceding  reIgn  had  been  fo  much 

•the  obJecAof  univerfal  terror  and  hatred,  and  fo  much 
the  objefi  of  contempt  towards  the  end  of  it,  now 

become  the  arbiter  of  Europe,  admiring  her  juflice, 
and  delighting  in  her  moderation.  We  fee  her  Kin? 
/e  ru  ,ee  ^  the  interefts  of  his  rivals,  procuring  for 
them,  almoftagamft  their  will,  a  peace  which  he  en- 
jovs,  and  the  fweets  of  which  he  feels.  Scarce  was 
the  Cardinal  p  aced  at  the  head  of  affairs,  but  the  in- 
crnai  part  of  the  kingdom  aflumed  a  new  face.  The 
exhaufted  ftate  to_  which  the  Bank  of  Law  had  reduced 
j’  tn.e  gotteral  miftruft.  which  had  only  increafed  un¬ 
der  the  Duke  o;  Bourbon,  the  fcarcity  of  corn  that 
happened  in  the  year  preceding  the  Duke’s  difmiflion  *, 
the  nnfery  and  difeafes  which  were  ttie  unavoidable 
confequences  of  famine,  the  continual  fluftitarion  in  the 
value  of  fpecie,  the  confufion  that  prevailed  in  all  parts 
ot  the  ftate,  and  efpecially  in  the  finance;  all  thefe 
evn.s  disappeared.  Credit  was  reftored,  both  within 
and  without  the  kingdom ;  commerce  was  revived 
extended,  and  multiplied  ;  and  the  provinces,  which’ 
a  tew  months  before,  refembled  a  ravaged  country,  be¬ 
came  m  a  fliort  rime  richer,  perhaps,  than  they  had 
^ver  been.  Sucn  was  the  flourishing  ftate  of  France 
he  nthe  eletPion  of  a  King  of  Poland  intervened  to  dif- 
turb  the  general  harmony.  This  incident  forced  the 
French  into  a  war,  in  which  the  arms  of  the  King,  be¬ 
ing  almofl  always  victorious,  procured  the  kingdoms  of 
Naples  and  Sicily  to  a  Prince  of  the  He ufe  of  Bourbon, 
and  added  to  the  Crown  of  France,  what  Lewis  XIV.* 

had 

^  In  1725  there  were  continual  rains  tfurihg  -the  Cummer- 
which  ruined  me  inrveft.  * 
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had  never  been  able  to  acquire,  the  dutchies  of  Bar 
and  Lorraine. 

Such  is  the  magnificent  fketch  of  Cardinal  Fleuri  s 
adminiftration,  the  parts  of  which  it  will  be  the  bufinefs 
of  hiftorians  to  develop  at  large.  As  to  ourfelves,  be¬ 
ing  arrived  at  the  period  when  Lewis  XV.  became  a 
man,  and  when  our  attention  will  be  particularly  en¬ 
gaged  upon  him,  we  fhall  only  take  notice  of  other 
things  briefly,  and  inafmuch  as  the  faCts,  in  their  detail, 
may  coincide  with  our  plan  of  detcribing  the  character, 
genius,  and  manners  of  this  Prince;  which,  tor  the  in- 
ftru&ion  of  his  equals,  and  of  all  mankind,  is  one  of  the 
moft  interefting  fubjeCts  of  ftudy  and  contemplation. 

Lewis  XV.  when  he  undertook  to  free  himlelf  from 
the  tutelage  of  the  Duke  of  Bourbon,  was  entering  in¬ 
to  the  age  of  adolefcence,  being  between  fixteen  and  fe- 
'venteen  years  of  age.  His  co  temporaries  delcribe  him 
as  being  handfome,  of  proper  ftature,  with  a  leg  per¬ 
fectly  well  made,  a  noble  mein,  his  eyes  large,  his 
look  rather  mild  than  fierce,  his  eye-brows  dark  ;  and 
his  appearance  all  together  feeming  to  beipeak  that  de¬ 
licate  habit  of  body,  which  he  afterwards  fortified  fo 
much  by  exercife,  that  he  was  able  to  bear  the  greateft 
fatigues.  It  is  to  this  tardy  progrefs  of  nature  in  him, 
that  we  are  undoubtedly  to  attribute  the  calmnefs  of 
thofe  paflions,  which  are  fo  aftive  at  that  age  in  mod 
individuals  of  ftrong  conftitutions,  and  efpecially  among 
Princes,  with  whom  every  thing  contributes  to  awaken 
thefe  paflions  early.  He  then  appeared  indifferent  for 
women,  for  play,  and  for  high  living,  all  of  which  he 
was  much  addiCled  to  after.  Hunting  was  his  only 
pleafure,  whether  it  were  that  a  fecret  inftinCl  led  him 
to  this  falutary  exercife,  or  that  want  of  employment 
prompted  him  to  it,  from  the  apprehenfion  of  that  tedi¬ 
um,  which  already  began  to  embitter  bis  bell  days  ; 
for  his  education  having  been  much  negleCled,  from 
the  fear  of  fatiguing  him  in  his  infancy,  his  mind  was 
but  little  embellilbed,  and  he  had  not  acquired  that 
tafte  for  ftudy,  which  is  of  fo  great  refource  stall 
times,  and  in  every  ftation.  He  had  an  invincible 
averfion  for  bufinefs,  io  that  he  could  fcarce  bear 
V  ox.  I.  G  hear 
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tear  ,t  fpdccri  of.  Having  no  thirft  of  glory,  he  want- 

enerS)’>  which,  in  his  great  grandfather,  had 
correfted  the  defefts  of  education,  and  made  up  for  his 
gnorance.  In  a  word,  being  of  an  eafy,  indolent,  and 
t  and  difpofition,  he  was  calculated  to  be  governed  by 

,  ;  . ,riF  Per(°n  wil°  fiiould  gain  an  afcendant  over  hinu 
F  us  circumftance  theTreceptor  of  the  Prince  focn  per¬ 
ceived,  and  he  availed  himfelf  of  it,  to  lay  the  founda- 
non  01  his  grandeur. 

The  Preceptor  was,  in  many  points,  of  a  chara&er 
firm  ar  to  that  of  his  Royal  Pupil.  Hence  that  fympa- 
thy  between  them,  which  made  the  one  fo  much  at-* 
t ached  to  the  interefis  of  his  mailer,  and  the  other  fo 
obedient  to  the  counfels  of  his  Preceptor.  Simplicity, 
inoaefiy,  prudence,  and  circumlpeftion,  were,  in 
ome  fort,  the  fafeguards  of  the  ambition  of  the  antient 
Jib  hop  of  Frejus;  his  ambition  partook  of  thofe  quali- 
nes  i  ltmaue  its  way  by  patience  and  infinuaticn,  snd 
had  nothing  in  it  of  that  adive  and  turbulent  progreflioa 
which  marks  this  pafhon  in  other  men.  It  had  already, 
undoubtedly,  arrived  to  a  great  height,  but  by  flow 
degrees.  The  Cardinal  was  feventv-three  years  old 
when  he  was  appointed  to  the  Miniftry.  Born  in  a 
fouthern  province  of  France,  of  parents,  "if  not  obfcure, 
at  leall  little  known,  he  was  deligned  for  the  church, 
and  inftru&edin  the  fciences  fuitable  to  that  profeflion 
which  he  entered  into  early.  It  is  the  profeflion  the 
btft  calculated  to  promote  thofe  who  are  not  called  up 
to  high  employments  by  their  birth. 

The  Abbe  Fleuri  had  an  ardent  defire  to  appear  at 
Court,  being  certain  that  his  youth  and  his  perfon 
would  be  oi  wonderful  advantage  to  him  ;  he  managed 
fo  well,  that  he  came  there  furnifhed  with  pretty  good 
recommendations,  which  he  fupported  by  his  merits 
among,  the  women,  but  always  with  that  referve  and 
difcretion  which  guided  all  his  condud,  and  which 
even  the  ladies  were  rot  able  to  remove.  He  obtained 
the  poll:  of  King’s  Chaplain,  and  a  few  years  after  was 
named  to  a  bifhopric.  1  hus  he  was  again  fent  back 
into  a  province,  and  even  at  a  great  clifta nee  from  the 
feene  on  which  he  had  but  jufl  iliewn  himfelf ;  but  hy- 

pocrify 
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pocrify  was  to  be  the  principal  fpring  of  his  elevation. 
His  exa&nefs  in  the  performance  of  his  duty  made  him 
be  taken  notice  of  by  Lewis  XIV.  and  chofen  to  fuper- 
inrend  the  education  of  Lewis  XV.  He  foon  flattered 
himfelf,  that  he  iliould  realize  in  his  perfon  the  great 
predictions  of  the  aftrologers,  in  which  he  had  much 
confidence  ;  for  although  he  had  a  great  fhare  of  un¬ 
demanding,  yet  was  he  not  poflefled  of  that  genius, 
which  being  fuperior  to  events,  feels  itlelf  capable  of 
commanding  them,  and  experts  its  fortune  from  itfelf 
alone.  This  weaknefs,  however,  was  very  ufeful  to 
him,  inafmuch  as,  relying  on  that  happy  fatality  in 
which  he  believed,  he  accuftomed  himlelf  early  to  his 
elevation,  which  did  not  appear  ftrange  to  hims  and 

inafmuch  &s  the  affurance  of  luccefs,  without  ever  mak- 

. 

ing  him  prefumptuous.  infpired  him  with  that  prefeve- 
ranee  which  fupplied  the  place  of  energy,  and  enabled 
Him  to  undertake  a  plan  of  fortune,  which  otherwife 
He  would  never  have  conceived,  The  afeendant 
which  he  found  he  had  over  his  pupil,  in  proportion  as 
he  difeovered  his  inclinations  and  qualities,  perfuaded 
Him,  that  in  time  he  might  afpire  to  the  higheif  pitch 
of  power  ;  and  the  death  of  the  Regent  opened  the  molt 
extenfive  career  to  his  ambition. 

The  circumflances  were  favourable  ;  he  had  ne 
competitor  in  the  Council  who  could  balance  his  favour, 
or  even  contend  with  his  talents.  The  firfl:  Prince  of 
the  blood  was  but  three  and  twenty  years  old  ;  he  al¬ 
ready  announced  that  turn  for  devotion  and  retirement 
which  he  fince  carried  to  fo  high  a  degree  ;  he  was  not 
devoid  of  fenfe,  but  turned  it  entirely  to  the  fciences 
and  to  ftudy,' taking  fcarce  any  part  in  pubic  affairs. 
His  father  had  judged,  with  regret,  that  he  was  inca¬ 
pable  of  adting  his  part  in  the  political  world,  and  thofe 
who  have  obiiinately  perfified  in  attributing  to  the  Re¬ 
gent  criminal  views  upon  the  throne,  have  pretend¬ 
ed  that  he  did  not  defift  from  his  proj  61,  till  af¬ 
ter  he  had  acquired  the  knowledge  of  the  incapacity  of 
his  only  fon,  to  fecond,  and  to  fucceed  him.  The 
government  of  the  kingdom  would  have  been  too  weigh¬ 
ty  a  burthen  for  the  Marfhals  Villars,  Uxelles,  and 
Tallard.  Befides,  the  firfl:,  though  covered  with  glo- 
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ry  at  the  head  of  the  army,  had  but  juft,  as  we  have 
feen,  entered  into  the  Miniftry,  and  mult  therefore 

i|aVan Art?  emPlo.v^d  inereJy  ;n  maintaining  himfelf  in 
t  and  the  two  others  had  not  liability  enough  in  their 

t  ents  t0  afore  to  the  firft  poll.  The  CouS  o?Mo* 

of1,,1”6?  F“f  Se«etary  of  State,  fon  to  the  Keeper 

t,nf  ,  f  jeady  lntrufted  with  the  molt  impor- 

ftandmg,  beloved  by  the  nation,  honoured  by  foreign- 

rMfT'r  16  d  h‘S  po1*’  t0  which  he  had  formed  hfm- 
iel_f  for  fome  years  pall,  with  diftinaion— a  great  noli- 

tician,  an  honeft  man,  in  a  word,  who  had  the  appro- 

b-tion  ot  the  Regent,  whofe  creature  he  was  -  this 

Nooleman,  I  fay,  was  the  only  perfon  who  could 

have  given  umbrage  to  the  antient  Biihop  of  Freius 

his  rival  foon  removed  himfelf ;  for,  not  having  been 

able  to  preferye  the  Seals  to  his  father,  whom  he 

1  up  ported  by  his  own  merit  and  credit,  the  diforace  of 

the  Chancellor  affe&ed  him  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  he 

commuted  the  folly  of  giving  in  his  refignation,  and 
died  locn  after  of  chagrin. 

The  other  fecretaries  of  State  at  that  time  were  the 
Count  de  Maurepas,  appointed  to  the  navy  ;  his  cou- 
hn  the  Count  de  St.  Florentin,  who  prefided  over 
tne  Clergy  ;  and  M.  Ie  Blanc,  at  the  head  of  the  war 
department.  The  time  was  yet  certainly  dfftant,  when 
the  Count  de  Maurepas,  deftined  one  day  to  govern 
the  kingdom,  was,  after  thirty  years,  to  fucceed  to 
Cardinal  Fleuri;  he  was  firft  to  be  matured  by  expe¬ 
rience,  and  efpecially  by  misfortune.  With  regard  to 
the  Count  de  St.  Florentin,  the  memoirs  of  the  times  f 
reprefent  him  as  a  little  plump  man,  without  ambition, 
of  mean  capacity,  and  who  was  more  taken  up  with 
pleafure,  and  with  his  intercourfe  with  women,  than  with 
affairs.  Far  from  thinking  to  fupplant  the  new  Mi- 
nifter,  he  thought  himfelf  fortunate  that  the  Cardinal, 
judging  that  the  bufinefs  with  which  he  was  charged 
did  not  require  any  great  capacity,  iliould  leave  him 

*  We  have  previoufty  feen  that  he  had  the  department  of  foreign 

“  f3;eJ"tkUl“ly>  the  -  Secrst  Memo!rs  the  Hitler,  of 
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in  the  poft  in  which  he  had  found  him.  With  regard 
to  M.  le  Blanc,  who  had  but  juft  refumed  his  poft  in 
the  Miniftry,  and  had  been  humbled  by  exile  and 
imprifonment,  he  was  far  from  caballing  againft  this 
Mentor  of  the  King. 

With  refpeft  to  the  finances,  they  were  in  the  hands 
of  the  Prefid ent  D’OJun  f ,  who  was  obliged  to  give 
in  his  reftgnation  a  few  days  after  the  Duke  of  Bour¬ 
bon’s  difgrace,  and  was  fucceeded  bv  M.  le  Pelletier 
Desforts,  through  the  influence,  undoubtedly,  of  the 
antient  Biftiop  of  Frejus,  who  thus  fecured  to  himfeli 
a  man,  in  the  poft  the  moft  effential  for  the  execution 
of  his  future  projects. 

All  the  obftacles  which  might  have  been  in  the  way 
of  his  elevation,  being  thus  removed,  he 
was  foon  promoted  to  the  Cardinalfhip,  on  11  Sept . 
the  nomination  of  Lewis  XV.  which  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  claims  of  thefe  Princes  of  the  church, 
implied  the  neceflity  of  making  him  Prime  Minifter, 
fince  he  took  rank  above  all  other  perfons  who  were 
obliged  to  come  to  him  about  bulinefs. 

As  he  was  fenfible  that  he  had  not  the  qualities  ne- 
ceftary  for  war  ;  that  on  this  account  he  was  the  bet¬ 
ter  able  to  gratify  the  no  lefs  peaceable  inclinations  of 
the  young  Monarch  ;  and  that  France,  being  exhauft- 
ed  by  one  of  the  moft  violent  {hocks  it  had  ever  expe¬ 
rienced,  could  only  recover  itielf  by  a  long  peace  ; 
the  Cardinal’s  firft  care  was  to  preferve  public  tranqui¬ 
lity  at  any  rate.  For  this  purpofe,  following  the  ex¬ 
ample  of  the  Regent,  he  maintained  the  union  and 
friendftiip  eftablifhed  between  the  Courts  of  Verfailles 
and  London.  The  latter,  anxious  for  their  poffeflions 
in  the  Mediterranean,  fince  the  treaty  of  Vienna,  had 
fent  a  fquadron  to  carry  provifions,  ammunition,  and 
reinforcements,  to  the  garrifons  of  Gibraltar  and  Port 
Mahon.  This  fquadron  anchoring  in  the  Bay  of  St. 
Anthony,  on  the  coaft  of  Bifcay,  alarmed  the  Spa¬ 
niards.  They  preferved  however  externally  all  the 
marks  of  good-fellowfhip  ;  their  chiefs  and  their  ofti- 

G  3  cers 

He  was  honorary  Prefideftt  of  the  fourth  chamber  of  the  in** 
quefts  of  Parliament. 
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tlirfaPuadroVniC^eAdrm!r.alvJenningS’  wh° 

,  ,  ’  e  ulual  vifits  and  honours,  war  beino- 

r.ot  vet  declared  ;  but  they  did  not  the  lefs  take  their 

mucTinT d  and  lmed  thu6  Wh°]e  COaft  with  trooPs-  « 
•  1  the  a,arms  °f  the  people,  as  to 

Cardinal  pi  ^  °T  fafetT  The  good  offices  of 

Cardinal  pleun  Contributed  certainly  not  a  little  this 
year,  to  prevent  the  hoftile  intentions  of  the  Englilh-, 

S'tf/fiTf-  Vhofe/am0us.galkons*  which  are  at 
w/maHe  P  7,-  cupidity  upon  any  rupture. 

He  made  htmfelf  not  lefs  ufeful  to  the  Engliih,  then 

they  were  on  the  eve  of  lofing  Gibraltar.  At  leneth 

and  anl*en  between  the  Emperor 

and  his  Britannic  Majefty,  furnilhed  him  the  opportu- 

•  ,n  °d-ffWlnS-  HiS  dfxterlty>  in  the  conciliation  of  fo 
*nanv  different  mtereffs. 

M.  Palm,  the  Emperor’s  Refident,  had  prefented  a 
n,orlai  verJ  °ffenfive  to  his  Britannic  Majefty,  inaf- 
ir.uch  as  mo  ft  o.  the  ftfts  mentioned  by  that  Prince 
in  ,iis  laft  ipeech  to  Parliament,  were  taxed  in  it  with 
i)  mg  and  lallhood  ;  becaufe  the  King,  in  unveiling 
t.ie  motives  and  fecret  defigns  of  the  treaty  of  Vienna* 
nad  adv  meed  among  other  things,  that  their  Impe- 
ual  and  Catholic  Majelbes  had  formed  the  refolution 
of  reftoring  the  Pretender.  He  received  orders  the 

next  day  to  leave  the  kingdom  of  Great-Britain  within 
a  week. 


,  The  Emperor,  by  way  of  reprifals,  had  fent  an  or- 
, r  to  the  Britifti  Minifters  at  Vienna,  to  quit  that 
place  in  four  and  twenty  hours,  and  to  leave  his  do¬ 
minions  with  all  expedition.  Thefe  perfonalities,  it 
1  ’  w c '  known,  often  occafion  more  vigorous  wars 
than  the  moft  powerful  interefts.  Cardinal  Fleuri  was 
therefore  defirous  of  extinguiffiing  thefe  fparks,  which 
were  to  fet  Europe  in  flames. 

1°. order  to  render  his  mailer's  mediation  more  ef¬ 
fectual,  he  fent  the  Chevalier  d’Orleans  into  the  Me¬ 
diterranean,  with  a  fquadron  of  fix  gallies,  and  the 
Marquis  d  O,  Lieutenant-General  of  the  naval  forces* 
alfo  let  fail  from  Breft  for  the  fame  deftinafion, 
1727.  with  a  fquadron  of  twelve  fihips  of  the  line* 

T  fe 


OF  LEWIS  XV.  127 

The  apprehenfion  of  feeing  fo  powerful  an  enemy  de¬ 
clare  itfelf  again  ft  thole  who  fliould  refill  the  overtures 
made,  removed  the  firft  difficulties,  and,  the  Count 
de  Morville,  the  Baron  de  Fonzeca,  Mefirs.  Horace 
Walpole  and  Borcel,  Minifters  of  the  King,  of  the 
Emperor,  of  his  Britannic  Majefty,  and  ol  the  States 
General,  figned  the  preliminaries  of  the  frea- 
ty  at  Paris.  But  what  a  length  or  time  3 1  May-. 
elapfed  before  the  much-defired  work  of  a: 
general  pacification  could  be  completed  !  It  was  agreed 
to  alienable  a  Congrefs  at  Aix-l,a-Chapelle  5 'the  place 
was  afterwards  changed  ;  Cambray  was  mentioned  ; 
and  at  laid  SoilTons,  for  the  convenience  of  Cardinal 
Fleuri,  in  whofe  probity  all  the  foreign  Potentates  had 

the  moll  implicit  confidence.  _ 

Spain  was  troublefome,  and  raifed  difficulties.  The 
Spaniards  had  not  yet  railed  the  fiege  of  Gibi altar  , 
but  only  converted  it  into  a  blockade.  Fortunately, 

the  reconciliation  which  took  place  at  that  time  be¬ 
tween  the  Courts  of  Verfailles  and  Madrid,  gave  the 
former  a  greater  degree  of  influence  over  the  latter.  It 
was  Lewis  XV.  who  made  the  firft  advances,  by  fend¬ 
ing  to  his  Catholic  Majefty  a  letter  of  congratulation 
upon  the  happy  delivery  of  the  Queen  of  Spain,  who 
had  juft  brought  an  Infant  into  the  world.  The  King  s 
illuftrious  uncle  could  not  refill  thefe  advances,  and 
declared  that  tmion  was  reftored  with  his  nephew* 
The  blue  ribband  was  immediately  fent  to  the  new¬ 
born  Prince. 

At  Vienna,  the  chief  center  of  the  negotiations,  fince 
neither  France  nor  England  had  any  Ambafla- 
dor  at  Madrid,  the  Duke  de  Richelieu,  our  1728. 
Minifter  at  that  Court,  was  obliged  to  exert 
all  his  political  talents  ;  and  his  attention,  advice,,  and 
negotiation,  gave  fo  much  latisfaflion,  that  his  Majefty, 
in  reward  of  his  fervices,  held  a  Chapter  extraordinary 
of  the  Order  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  in  which,  after  the 
proofs  of  the  candidate  were  admitted,  his  Majefty 
granted  him  permiflion  to  wear  the  crofs  and  the  rib¬ 
band  of  the  Order,  till  fuch  time  as  he  flhould  come 
himfelf  to  receive  the  collar  from  his  Majefty ’s  hands. 

G  4  This 
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,fj  extraordinary  ffour  was  only  the  prelude  to  fu- 
,  though  certainly  1  efs  glorious  favours,  which  he 
was  afterwarcis  to  receive  from  the  young  Monarch  in 
acquiring  an  intimacy  with  him.  5  ’ 

Neverthelefs  the  conferences  at  SoifTons,  which 
had  been  opened  upwards  of  fifteen  months,  produc- 
ed  no  etfeat  and  the  Emperor  could  not  refiflve  en¬ 
tirely  to  give  up  his  Oilend  Company,  and  irrevocably 
•o  confirm  the  rights  of  Spain  to  the  Hates  of  Tufcan/" 
Raima,  and  Placentia,  which  were  the  two  points  in¬ 
filled  upon.  The  French  Minifler  availed  himfelf  of 
this  circumftance,  to  reprefent  to  his  Catholic  Majefly 
how  much  an  mftant  of  ill-humour  had  induced  him  to 
Joie  fight  o,  his  real  interefts,  in  throwing  himfelf  into 
the  arms  or  the  Court  of  Vienna,  his  rival  and  his  ene¬ 
my  {  he  gave  him  to  underftand,  that  the  delays  of 
the  Emperor  were,  in  faft,  refufals  of  that  juftide  he 
requirea  of  him,  and  that  the  moll  certain  method  of 
obtaining  it,  was  to  renounce  an  alliance  fo  incompa- 
tible,  and  reunite  himfelf  with  France  and 
9  ov-  England.  Thefe  cbfervations  were  forcible 

1729.  and  the  refult  of  them  was  the  treaty  of  Se- 

,  vi!!e>  betv/etn  the  three  Courts;  to  which 

t.,e  States  General,  who  were  interefled  in  the  ex- 

1730.  timflton  of  the  Ollsmd  Company,  readily  ac- 
J  ceded. 


The  Emperor,  with  regret,  faw  himfelf  pulhed  more 
itrongly  than  ever,  to  execute  fo  many  promifes  made 
upon  different  occafions,  and  confirmed  by  a  multipli¬ 
city  of  treaties.  He  Hill  cavilled,  however,  upon 
pretence  of  using  anxious  for  his  other  dominions.  He 
Joreltalled  Spain,  by  caufing  fome  of  his  -troops  to 
„  move  into  Staly,  which  prevented  his  Catho- 
IO  fan-  lic  Majefty  from  fending  thofe  that  were 
1 73 *•  agreed  upon.  The  death  of  the  Duke  of 
Parma  having  afterwards  opened  the  right  of 
eventual  fucceflion  granted  to  Don  Carlos,  he  carried 
his  treachery  i"o  far,  as  to  engage  the  Dutchefs  Dow¬ 
ager  to  feign  being  big  with  child,  and  thus  to  retard 
the  execution  of  the  engagement  he  had  entered  into. 

The 
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The  King  of  Spain,  tired  with  thefe  delays  and 
fhefhings,  caufed  a  fummons  to  be  made  by  the  Mar¬ 
quis  del  Caftellare,  his  Ambaffador  in  France,  to  the 
Courts  that  were  the  contracting  parties  and  guarantees 
of  the  treaty  of  Seville,  to  join  with  him  in  compelling 
the  Emperor  to  fulfil  it ;  declaring,  at  the  fame  time, 
that  if  it  remained  unexecuted,  he  would  withdraw 
himfelf  from  the  negotiation,  with  the  refolution  of 
employing  all  the  methods,  capable  of  obtaining  that 
juftice  which  he  required. 

This  ftep  had  the  defired  effeCt;  and  the  King  of  En¬ 
gland  exerted  himfelf  fo  effectually  with  the 
Court  of  Vienna,  that  he  made  the  Emperor  1 6  March . 
fign  a  treaty  of  acquiefcence.  Six  thoufand 
Spaniards  embarked  at  Barcelona  in  an  Englifh  fleet, 
and  landed  at  Leghorn;  they  were  foon  followed  by 
the  Infant,  who  arrived  there,  after  having  croifed  the 
ibuthcrn  provinces  of  France.  'The  King  had  caufed. 
all  pollibie  honour  to  be  pfaid  to  him. 

Thus  was  executed  the  introduction  of  Don  27  Dec . 
Carlos  into  Italy,  after  a  variety  of  negotiati¬ 
ons,  which  had  delayed  the  matter  for  thirteen  years. 

The  Grand  Duke  of  Tufcany,  the  laft  Prince  of  the 
Houfe  of  Medices,  had  given  his  confent  to 
this  arrangement,  by  aqaCtllgnnd  at  Vienna,  27  Sept . 
and  had  accepted  the  heir  defigned  for  him 
without  his  confent. 

Voltaire,  calling  his  eye  rapidly  and  philofophicall}*' 
upon  thefe  event*,  obferves,  with  that  poignant  faga- 
city  which  makes  the  reading  of  his  hi  dories  fo  allur¬ 
ing,  that,  by  an  admirable  refinement  of  policy,  the 
Cardinal  turned  the  efforts  of  our  rivals  the  Englifh, 
to  the  aggrandizement  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon ;  but 
It  mull  not  be  imagined  thaf  the  Englifh  adted  againft 
their  intered  in  thefe  changes;  or  rather,  that  they 
did  not  profit  by  them  in  the.  mod  effential  manner. 
Belides  that  they  confirmed  themfelves  by  this  iir  the 
pofleflion  of  Gibraltar  and  Minorca,  which  were  the 
difme mbe rings  of  the  Spanifh  Monarchy  ;  as  alfo  in  the 

G  5  pofleffioii. 


*  See  his  Hiftory  of  the  War  in  1741. 
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po  fie  Hi  on  ot  Newfoundland  and  Acadia,  ceded*  to 
aiem  by  France*:  befides  that  they  acquired  the' 
Negro-trade  F  in.  Spaniffi  America,  and  the  ftaple  of 
^n  immenfe  and  clandeftine  commerce  in  the  South 
b(;as>  bX  tbe  permifiion  which  they  at  length  extorted, 
ot  lending  a  drip  every  year  to  Porto  Bello;  they 
v.  ere  alio  to  profit,  in  common  with  the  other  mari¬ 
time  Poweis,  of  the  extinction  of  the  Oftend  Company. 
Befide  all  thefe  advantages,  they  likewife  fecured  to 
themfelves,  beforehand,  a  fuccelsful  war,  in  cafe  of  a 
rupture  with  France,  by  the  coinplaifance  of  the  Car¬ 
dinal,  in  fuffering  our  navy  to  be  deftroyed.  The 
point  is,  that  this  Minifter,  bent  upon  preferving  the 
harmony  between  that  Power  and  us,  winked  at  all 
the  fubjects  of  complaint  with  which  our  Ambaffador 
at  that  Court  was  charged  J  ;  this  it  was,  at  lead,  that 
prevented  him  from  demanding  fatisfaCtion  for  them 
with  vigour,  and  left  dill  fubfiding  the  feeds  of  thofe 
quarrels,  which,  fooner  or  later,  were  to  break  forth. 

England  paid  for  thefe  advantages,  at  the  expenfe- 
of  the  Emperor.  Befides,  by  fuffering  the  Houfe  of 
Bouruon  to  eftablifh  ltfell  in  Italy,  England  fomented*, 
by  that  neighbourhood,  the  animofity  of  the  Houfe  of 
Auffria  againft  it,  and  laid  the  foundation  of  its  owir 
grandeur  upon  the  ruins  of  both.  This  was  not  furely> 
undextrous  management  ;  *  and'  all  things  confideredj, 
it  might  be  doubted  which  of  the  feveral  Powers  a&ed 
the  moll  cunning  part.  But  the  Cardinal,  not  being 
able  to  prevent  fo  many  evils,  which  might  affail  the* 
kingdom,  was  endeavouring  to  remedy  the  moft  ur¬ 
gent  of  them.  While  he  was  eftablifhing  without,  a 
general  pacification,  he  was  labouring  within,  to  con* 

ciliate 


*  By  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht. 

F  By  the  Affiento. 

t  In  the  appendix  of  thi«  volume,  we  (hall  produ-ce,  under 
N°  VII.  two  manulcript  memorials,  under  the  form  of  inftruc- 
tions,  given  to  Count  Broglio,  Ambaffador  in  England  :  one  of 
the  nth  of  April,  1724,  concerns  the  French  Colonies  in  America^ 
and  the  other,  of  the  1  8th  of  May,  relates  to  the  maritime  trade, 
navigation,  and  the  Colonies.  In  thefe  curious  pieces,  we  fnaLT 
fee  the  caufes  of  that  difcord  which  has  fmce  broken  outj  after 
kaving  -been  fomented  during  thirty  years. 


o  F  •  L  E  W  I  S  XV.  131 

ciliate  the  nation  to  himfelf ;  to  reftore  harmony  be¬ 
tween  the  different  orders  of  the  State  ;  and  eipeciallyf 
to  engage  the  affections  of  the  people  tor  his  beneficent 
government. 

The  firft  aft  of  adminiftration  to  which  he  perfuaded 
the  King,  at  the  inftant  of  the  Duke  of  Bourbon’s 
difgrace,  was  the  fuppreffion  of  the  tax  of  the  fif  teenth, 
part,  which  had  been  effablifhed  the  year  before,  by 
that  Minifter.  He  alfo  cauled,  by  a  decree  of  Coun¬ 
cil,  a  proportional  and  reafonable  rate  to  be  fixed  upon 
the  old  lpecie,  and  the  materials  of  gold  and  filver  ; 
an  efiential  bafis,  upon  which  commerce,  almoff  anni¬ 
hilated,  was  to  raife  itfelf  again.  Since  that  time,  the 
coin  has  never  experienced  any  variation  ;  and  this 
part  of  his  adminiftration,  though  it  hath  nothing  bril¬ 
liant  in  it,  has  been  the  principal  caufe  of  the  profperity 
of  France,  and  hath  not  been  fufffciently  extolled  by 
the  Cardinal’s  panegyrifts. 

But  if  he  procured  the  general  good  of  the  kingdom 
in  this  inftance,  there  was  reafon  to  reproachhim,  a 
little  time  after,  with  having  occafioned  the  ruin  of  fe= 
veral  families,  by  the  reduction  of  a  number  of  life  an¬ 
nuities,  under  pretence  of  their  being  founded  on  pa¬ 
pers  acquired  at  a  low  price.  Beiides  that  thefe  life 
annuities  were  already  at  four  per  cent,  they  fhould 
likewife  have  been  held  the  more  facred,  as  the  necel- 
fity  of  the  times  had  compelled  people  to  accept  thefe 
annuities,  offered  to  them  by  the  Government.  It 
was  not  in  the  Cardinal’s  difpofition  to  brave  the  pub¬ 
lic  clamour,  and  he  was  alarmed  at  it.  The  injuftice 
of  an  operation,  the  profits  of  which,  though  trifling  to 
the  Prince,  were  of  conffderable  prejudice  to  the  per- 
fons  concerned,  was  explained  to  him,  and  he  retraCfed.  - 
Notwithftanding  this,  the  refult  of  this  ftep  was  the 
fame  as  what  always  follows  fuch  attempts;  that  is^ 
the  injured  parties  loft  at  lealta  fixth  part  of  their  reve¬ 
nues.  In  order  to  efface  every  impreffion,  which  this 
breach  of  faith  might  have  left  againft  him,  he  threw 
the  blame  upon  the  Comptroller  General,  and  made 
him  the  facrifice.  He  flattered  himfelf,  he  fhould,  by 
this  ftep,  pexfuade  the  public,  that  this  fubaltern  Mi¬ 
nifies 
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nifter  had  been  the  foie  author  of  the  mifchle^ 
behaviour  could  onlvfm^f  ^  115  J*?  advice-  Th,V 

beAitudgh  ':p *rn;ha: 

a  man  of  judgment;  he  had  much  experience  ° 

Sr//  ’  p;,fe?'>-  *•*-<—  35TS«nf 

interpf}-^  r^u  and  *ncdlned  t0  ballance  with  equity  the 

mn  r?  A-e  mt-er’  /nd  th0fe  of  ‘he  fubjrft  Tar 

(°a  i^Pf'Hgh'm  of  having  formed  this  fatal  pro- 
jT’  was  well  known,  beyond  a  doubt,  that  he  had 
^  rongly  oppofod  it;  but  he  had  done  another  thing 
yhmh  prevented  him  from  being  regretted  fo  m, & 
lie  would  otherwife  have  been.  He  had  fopprefTed 

,he  an"UIt,les  under  ten  hvres  *,  granted  on  fhe  tax- 
’  h®caufe  tne  parties  to  whom  they  belonged  find 
«g  the  neceflary  fees  for  receiving  them  aSenfive' 

::Je"mg  them  alone,  renounced  them  of  thenffelves 
and  thus  prevented  the  fettling  of  the  accounts  Ther  ’ 

was  certainly  a  more  honeft  mode  to  be  adopted 
which  was  to  pay  them  off.  The  partizans  of  the 
oifgraced  Mimfter  were  not  able  to  exculpate  him  from 
tms infamous  aft:  fo  much  is  it  certain,  That  a  MimT 
ter  of  Finance,  though  apparently  of  the  greateft  in* 

egmy,  is  fore  to  deferve,  upon  fomc  account  or  £ 
ihe  curfes  of  the  people.  cr? 

A ugufly  r  [ec°nd  ^ea^e  of  the  farms,  fmce  the' 

1 72 6.  Jyremy  had  been  made  out  under  this  Comn- 

„  t roller  General,  and  had  been  raifed  from 
55  to  So  millions  f .  It  was  called  the  Leafe  of  the- 
Remainders  by  reafon  of  the  ceffion  the  King  made  to 
the  contraftors  in  queftion,  of  the  cuftoms  which  the 
Aomin  iftration  of  1721  had  not  been  able  to  get  in  • 
which  was  the  caufe  of  the  immenfe  riches  acquired  by 
ail  thofe  who  were  included  in  the  lift.  The  Cardi- 
na!  had  ftricken  off  ten  oftthem,  creatures  of  the  Duke 
®f  Bourbon ;  fuch  an  odium  had  he  conceived  for  eve- 

a  •  ...  Tf 

•Eight  (hillings  and  four  pence. 

f  iFrom  upwards  ©f  two  millions*  to  upwards  of  three  railiio^ 
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ty  thing  belonging  to  that  Minifter.  Thefe  private 
affairs  were  a  mere  fport  to  the  Cardinal.  Coi'ficiering 
his  profeffion  and  his  character,  thofe  of  religion  mult 
neceffarily  have  employed  him  more  ferioufly.  Unfor¬ 
tunately,  he  did  not  treat  them  with  the  fame  liberali¬ 
ty  of  mind,  as  the  Regent  and  Cardinal  Dubois  had 
done,  nor  with  thofe  philofophic  views  which  ought 
to  direct  Statefmen  in  all  circumftances.  Thinking 
that  he  aded  from  himfelf  alone,  he  yielded  too  much 
to  the  impulfe  of  the  Jefuits,  and  his  adminillration  did 
not  continue  long  enough  to  quiet  thofe  troubles  which 
he  excited  only,  and  increaled  by  perfection-  I  he 
accommodation  managed  by  the  jefuits  with  the  Car¬ 
dinal  de  Noailles,  giving  (bill  more  folidity  to  the  party 
of  the  Opponents,  he  entered  into  negotiations  with 
that  Prelate,  in  hopes  that  the  old  man  would  not 
refill  fo  many  attacks;  and,  while  thirty  Rectors  ot 
Paris  were  prefenting  a  memorial  to  prevent  this  Tv 
Cardinal  Fleuri,  in  order  to  fhake  his  refolution,  at¬ 
tempted  to  move  him  by  a  great  example  ;  he  engag¬ 
ed  the  King  to  permit  the  Archbifhop  of  Embrun  to 
affemble  a  provincial  Council  in  his  palace,  in  ©rder  to 
treat  of  and  difeufs  the  affairs  of  religion,  and  the  doc¬ 
trines  of  faith.  The  BiHiops  of  Senez,  Gap,  Bella yP 
Frejus,  Vence,  Sifteron,  Glandeve,  Autun,  Viviers, 
Apt,  Valentia,  Grenoble,  Grace,  and  Marseilles,  were 
ordered  to  attend  it.  This  affemblv,  of  which  there 
had  been  no  fimilar  inflance  fince  the  Council  of  Trent 
* — of  which  it  was  however  but  a  feeble  image — was 
neverthelefs  a  matter  of  importance  to  weak  believers; 
it  comforted  them  with  the  hope  of  feeing  themfelves 
confirmed  in  their  faith,  and  recalled  to  their  minds  the 
times  of  the  primitive  church.  Alas!  thofe  times  were 
much  altered  ;  fecret  and  odious  pra&ices  had  given 
birth  to  the  pretended  Council:  thefe  were  foon  dif- 
covered,  and  made  it  be  called  le  brigandage  d'  Embrun - 
The  Council  being  opened,  the  Abbe  Hugues,  the 

Pro6lor? 

F  This  memorial  having  been  printed  and  diflributed,  was 
condemned  by  decree  of  Council,  of  the  14th  of  January  1727,  as 
u  fcandalous,  and  contrary  to  the  deciiloas  of  the  Church,  and 
4t  to  the  laws  of  the  Stated* 
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Proa°r,  accufed  the  pafloral inftruSion  of  M.  de  Soanem 
Bifliop  of  Senez,  of  the  28th  of  Auguft  1726,  as  con- 
tatning  / editions  maxims  and  capital  errors,  as  beintr  in- 

the'0pS  £  6  Af  Unigern/us,  and  as  recommending 
the  reading  of  the  book  of  Moral  RefleSions  by  Fat 

ther  Qi-efne),  which  was  forbidden  by  that  BuM 

?nfd  T  T  f°Clely  °f  Billl0Ps-  The  ^ccufed  Pre¬ 
late  had  the  courage  to  ftand  forth  and  acknowledee 

his  own  work,  to  maintain  that  the  propofnions  it  con¬ 
tained  were  conformable  to  his  fentiments,  and  to  de- 
clare  that  he  could  not  give  them  up.  This  noble  and 
relpeftable  condua  had  notits  proper  effeft;  the  Coun- 
cii,  wmch  was  not  infpired  by  the  Holy  Ghoft,  but 
™  c-  A  ?Ulded  by  the  Government,  pronounced  a 
A°  6e?tm  Sentence,  by  which  the  work  of  M.  de  Senez 
1  727.  was  condemned,  in  conformity  to  the  accufa- 
tion,  and  which  ordered,  that  the  author 
re  ruling  to  retraft,  fhonld  be  fufpended  from  all  epif- 
copal  power  and  jurifdiaion.  During  this  fufpenfion, 
he  Abbe  Saleon,  Doftor  in  divinity,  was  appointed 

\!ca.r  ^e.neraI’.  and  he  was  enjoined  to  require,  that 
all  the  Clergy  in  the  diocefe  of  Senez  fhould  fen  the 
formulary  of  Pope  Alexander  VII.  and  fhould  caufe 
tne  L vnjtitutiun  Unigenitus  to  be  publifhed.' 

.M.  de  Soanem  did  not  think  himfelf  obliged  to  fub- 
nut  to  this  judgment.  He  protefted  again!!  it,  and 
lodged  an  appeal  to  the  Pope,  and  to  the  future  Coun¬ 
cil  General  ;  this  caufed  him  to  be  baniflied  by  the 
King  to  the  Abbey  of  la  Chaife-Dieu,  in  the  mountains 
ol  Auvergne.^  This  Prelate  was  greater  in  his  exile 
than  in  his  epifcopal  fee  ;  he  fhewed  to  the  end  a  firm- 
nefs  which  made  him  a  hero  of  his  own  party,  and  ex¬ 
cited  the  admiration  even  of  thofe  who  were  of  a  dif¬ 
ferent  way  of  thinking.  He  died  feme  years  after  at 
this  place. 

The  affair  did  not  flop  here  :  twelve  Bifhops,  at  the 
head  of  whom  was  the  Cardinal  de  Noailles,  wrote  a 
letter  to  the  King,  in  which  they  complained  of  the 
fentence  of  the  Council,  and  the  Counfellors  of  Paris 
publi fired  a  deliberation  to  the  fame  effedh  This 
deliberation  was  foon  fupprefledj  as  containing  prQ~ 

pofttiz&s 
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portions  Qppofite  to  the  Joftrine  of  the  Church ,  injurious 
to  its  authority ,  contrary  to  the  laws  of  the  State  i 

and  the  beft  anfwer  that  could  be  given  to  the 
letter,  was  the  defection  of  the  head  of  the 
party!  who,  fix  months  after,  by  mandate,  11  Oa„ 
accepted  of  the  Con /fitutionUnigenitus,  con~  1728. 
demned  the  book  of  Morul  Reflections,  and  the 
hundred  and  one  proportions  that  were  extrafted  from 
it,  revoked  his  paftoral  inftruftion  of  the*  14th  ot 
January  1719,  and  every  thing  that  had  been  publi di¬ 
ed  in  his  name  contrary  to  the  prefent  acceptation. 

It  is  thus  that  the  Cardinal  de  Noailles,  hitherto 
refpeaable  by  his  poft,  by  his  birth,  and  by  his  age, 
and  eftimable  on  account  of  his  merit,  of  the  upnght- 
nefs  of  his  intentions,  and  of  the  purity  or  his  manners, 
tarnifhed  in  one  inftant  the  courfe  of  forty  years  of 
glory.  The  comparifon  of  M-  de  Soanem’s  conduct 
with  his,  ferved  only  to  make  his  weaknefs  more  con- 
fpicuous  ;  he  felhinto  contempt,  and  died  at  the  end 
of  fix  months.  Grief,  undoubtedly,  contributed  not  a 
little  to  precipitate  his  end,  for  even  the  applaufe  he 
gained  from  the  Confidents ,  mull:  only  have  ferved  to 
make  his  fhameful  conduct  more  fenfible  toTim.  The 
Sorbonne,  who  had  excluded  from  her  fociety  all  the 
Anti-Conftitutionifts ,  fent  deputies  to  congratulate  him. 
The  Pope,  in  the  firft  tranfports  of  his  jov,  communi¬ 
cated  this  event  to  the  facred  College,  ordered  thankf- 
givings  to  be  offered  up,  caufed  the  holy  Sacrament  to 
be  expofed  in  all  the  great  churches  dedicated  to  the 
Virgin  Mary,  laid  open  the  treafures  of  the  church, 
and  granted  indulgences;  the  capital,  in  particular, 
felt  the  effects  of  this  joyous  event.  The  jubilee  of 
the  holy  year,  though  open  lince  the  end  of  the  year. 
1726,  in  all  the  reft  of  the  kingdom,  was  refufed  at 
Paris,  and  in  its  diocefe,  on  account  of  the  leaven  oi 
herefy  with  which  the  Prelate  was  tainted.  As  foon 
as  his  Catholicifm  was  afcertained,  the  Pope  permitted 
to  difpenfe  the  fpiritual  benefits  of  this  holy  ftafon  ; 
they  were  not  fo  fruitful  as  the  Pontiff  expelled,  and 
he  foon  received  a  mortification,  which  ought  to  have 
convinced  him  that  Grace  had  not  touched  the  hearts 
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®f  the  Magiftrates.  In  order  to  underftand  this  quarrel 
properly,  we  muft  trace  it  from  its  origin.  S 

Th®  Pretenfions  of  Pope  Gregory  VII.  his  attempts- 
againfl.  the  temporal  authority  of  Princes,  his  difputes 
w.th  the  Emperor  Henry  IV.  the  abufe  he  had  made 
ot  his  authority  in  excommunicating  him,  the  fatal  dil- 
lenhons  and  cruel  wars  he  had  occafioned  by  depofin? 
him  ;  all  thefo  circumftanees,  I  fay,  not  having  pre- 
vented  Gregory  XIII.  in  .584,  from  placing  this  Pon¬ 
tiff  in  the  lift  of  Roman  Martyrs— nor  Paul  V.  from 
having  had  an  office  performed  to  his  honour  ip.  1600— 
nor  Alexander  VII.  from  introducing  that  office  or  >- 

.  .  .  H^ait  nor  Clement  XI 

trom  granting  it  to  the  Order  of  Citeaux,  and  to  the 
Benedi&ines  nor,  in  fhort,  Bennet  XIII.  from  making: 
it  general  throughout  all  Chriftendom,  by  a  decree  of 
2?th  of  September  1728  ;  the  legend  of 
jMly  Gregory  VII  appeared  in  France,  printed  in  the 
i  729.  month  of  July,  that  is  to  fay,  at  a  time  when  the 
-  n.  Jubilee  ought  to  have  produced  the  greateft  ef- 
lett,  and  deferved  the  gratitude  of  the  penitent  Maaif- 
trates  •  but  their  hearts  were  too  much  hardened 
J  he  Parliament  of  Paris,  unmovable  in  the  only  point 
of  their  refinance  to  the  enterprifes  of  the  Court  of 
Rome,  upon  obtaining  the  opinion  of  the  King’s  Coun¬ 
cil,  ordered  the  fuppreffion  of  the  legend,  with  pro¬ 
hibitions  to  the  Clergy  to  make  any  ufe  of  it,  under 
penalty  of  feifure  of  rheir  temporalities.  The  Parlia.- 
ments  of  Britany,  of  Metz,  and  of  Bourdeaux,  publifh- 
ed  fimilar  decrees  in  their  didri6ts.  The  eeclefiaftical 
joined  itfelf  to  the  fecular  power;  feveral  Biiliopsgave 
out  mandates  in  their  diocefes  to  forbid  the  recital  of 
this  office,  efpeciaily  the  Bifhops  of  Auxerre,  ofAdont- 
pellier,  of  Metz,  of  Troyes,  of  Verdun,  of  Cadres,  &c. 
Pope  Bennet  XIII.  notwithftanding  his  qalmnefs>  and' 
moderation,  was  piqued  at  fo  general  an*  oppofition. 
On  the  17th  of  September,  he  caufed  a  brief  to  be 
publifhed,  which  condemned  the  mandate  of  the  Bi¬ 
shop  of  Auxerre,  whofe  name  was  Quelus,  who  became- 
iince  fo  famous  in  the  Janfenid  party.  The  direft 
anathema  pronounced  againd  him  by  the  Holy  Father, 

contributed 
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contributed  not  -a  little  to  make  him  appear  in  a  fecon- 
dary  light  to  M.  de  Senez.  It  was  forbidden  to  read 
and  even  to  keep  his  mandate,  on  pain  of  excommuni¬ 
cation.  This  brief  was  impeached  in  Parliament  on 
the  iftof  December;  but  the  Government,  through 
deference  and  regard  to  the  Pontiff,  fufpended  the 
zeal  and  activity  ot  that  Court.  A  few  days  after,  a 
fecond  brief  appeared,  which  broke  and  annulled  all 
thefe  adt s  of  Juftice,  and  decrees  of  Parliament  againft 
the  Legend,  ft  was  not  then  any  longer  pofhble  to 
keep  filence:  the  Attorney  General  role  againft  this 
enterprife  of  the  Court  of  Rome  ;  he  lodged  an  appeal 
againft  all  the  briefs  publifhed  upon  this  occafion,  as 
t  being  incroachments  of  the  ecclefiaftical  upon  the  civil 
jurifdidtion  ;  and  on  the  23d  of  February  1 730,  obtain¬ 
ed  a  decree  which  declared  them  to  be  improper,  con¬ 
trary  to  the  liberties  of  the  Gallican  Church,  and 
which  ordered  them  to  be  fuppreffed. 

The  flame  was  breaking  out  on  all  Tides.  One 
hundred  Doctors,  Appellants,  had  been  expelled  the 
Sorbonne,  and  the  reft  of  them  had  accepted  the  Con - 
ftitution,  and  declared,  that  it  had  been  accepted  by 
the  Sorbonne  fince  the  5th  of  March  1714. 

This  adt  had  been  followed  by  a  decree  of  1  5  Dec. 
the  Body  of  Divinity,  forbidding  the  Syndic  1729., 
to  admit  any  Dodtor,  any  licer.fed  Batchelor, 
or  even  any  candidate  for  the  firft  degree,  at  the  keep¬ 
ing  of  the  divinity  adts,  till  after  they  had  figned  a 
formulary  annexed  to  the  bottom  of  the  decree,  and 
the  acceptation  of  the  Conftitution  Unigenitus.  By  this 
decree,  the  Body  of  Divines  granted  to  the  expelled 
Dodtors,  living  at  Paris  or  in  its  diftridts,  two  months 
time  to  fubmit  and  give  teftimony  of  their  fincere  obe¬ 
dience  ;  after  which  period,  they  declared  them  for 
ever  erafed  from  the  lift  of  their  members. 

The  hundred  expelled  Dodtors  had  appealed  againft 
the  decree  as  an  incroacbment  of  power,  and  had 
complained  to  the  Parliament.  If  this  bold  ftroke  had 
produced  its  proper  effedt,  it  would  have  made  the 
party  they  were  d;e(irous  of  crushing,  verv  triumphant. 
The  Jeluits,  who  began  to  recover  their  influence, 

exerted 
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exerted  their  utmoft  aftivity  to  rellrain  that  of  the 
ouit:  they  excited  the  Government  dexterouflv  to 
make  a  powerful  diverfion,  which  obliging  the  Parlia¬ 
ment  to  employ  themfelyes  about  their  own  interells, 
mould  make  them  lofe  fight  of  the  other  objeft,  which 
icy  would  facrihce  to  their  own  fafety.  It  was  not 
till  twenty-fix  years  after,  that  they  pronounced  upon 
is  decree,  that  is  to  fay,  when  mod  of  thefe  illuf- 
trious  confeflors  of  their  faith,  had  perifhed  in  captivity* 
in  exile,  or  in  the  obfcurity  of  their  retirement.  The 
oody  of  Divinity ,  thus  deprived  of  its  mod  enlightened 
and  mod  intrepid  members,  received  the  burlefque 
appellation  of  car  cafe,  an  allegorical  image  of  their 
null  and  pafiive  date.  It  was  no  longer  that  fcientific 
body,  which  was  the  oracle  of  France  in  points  of 
doctrine,  and  whofe  decifions  were  refpedled  and  ad¬ 
mired  by  all  Europe  and  the  Chridian  world  :  it  was 
now  an  affemblage  of  pufillanimous  members,  intimi- 
dated  by  threats;  or  of  ardently  ambitious  men,  daz- 
zled  by  promifes  ;  it  was  a  meer  image  the  fprings  of 
which  were  moved  and  directed  by  intrigue. 

The  diverfion  we  have  juft  mentioned,  and  which 
was  employed  againff  the  Parliament,  was  a  Bed  of 
Juftice,  which  his  Majefty  was  made  to  hold  at  the 
Court,  where  he  ordered  to  be  regiftered  in  his  pre¬ 
fence  the  declaration  for  the  execution  of  the  Conjii - 
tution  Unigenitusy  and  of  the  other  Bulls  of  the  Pope, 
proscribing  Janfenifm.  We  have  before  feen  that  the 
Regent  had  twice  endeavoured  to  legitimate  in  fome 
meafure,  in  France,  this  Tramontane  produftion  ;  but 
on  the  one  hand  the  Grand  Council  was  confidered 
as  an  incompetent  tribunal,  and  on  the  other,  the 
Parliament  had  inferted  fome  modifications.  This  time, 
the  record  was  entered  purely  and  limply,  not  without 
meeting  with  as  much  oppofitiftn.  The  Government 
had  foreleen  this,  and  therefore  forbade  that  Company 
to  deliberate  at  a  Bed  of  juftice  ;  which  gave  rife  to 
fome  remonftrances  upon  the  prohibition  itfelf,  intimat¬ 
ed  to  the  Company,  and  upon  the  frequent  reference 
of  eaufes  to  the  Council,  on  affairs  of  its  competency. 
This  was  the  point  to  which  they  defired  to  bring  the 

Parliament* 
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Parliament.  Negotiations  were  fet  on  toot  j  and, 
from  the  fame  kind  of  pacific  fpirit  which  regulated 
Cardinal  Fleuri,  they  were  perfuaded  to  abandon  the 
caufe  of  the  Doftors  Appellants,  by  granting  them 
fomething  of  their  claims.  The  King  fe,nt 
a  circular  letter  to  the  Birhops  of  1'  ranee,  in  2 zjuly. 
which  he  exhorted  them  not  to  give  to  the 
Bull  the  title  of  Rule  of  Faiths  but  only  that  0 f  Judg¬ 
ment  of  the  uni^jerjal  church  upon  points  of  do  thine?  and. 
diretted  them  not  to  afk  any  queftions  of  the  laity  up¬ 
on  this  matter. 

This  arrangement,  which  was  merely  a  modification;, 
as  ufu.al,  diffatisfied  both  parties.  The  writings  be¬ 
came  more  violent  than  ever,  not  only  refpecting  the 
Bull,  but  upon  a  more  important  matter,  upon  the  na¬ 
ture,  extent,  and  limits  ol  ecclefiaftieal  authority,  and 
of  fecular  power.  This  great  queftion  was  cofeuffed 
even  in  the  public  deputations,  and  in  particular  and 
general  afTemblies  of  the  bodies  of  all  kinds.  To  flop 
the  progrefs  of  fo  dangerous  a  liberty,  the  Printers 
were  forbidden  to  print  any  thing  clandeftinely,  or 
without  permifiion  >  namely,  againif  religion,  ecclefi- 
aflical  affairs,  and  the  Bulls  received  in  the  kingdom, 
under  fevere  and  capital  penalties  ;  and  as  to  authors, 
of  whatfoever  rank  or  quality  they  might  be,  his  Ma- 
jefty  enjoined  them  an  abfolute  filence  upon  fuch  mat¬ 
ters.  Confequently,  the  King  fupprefled,  by  decree 
of  Council,  feveral  works  and  mandates  of  Bifhops, 
which  were  in  oppofition  to  this  regulation  ;  and  the 
Parliament  of  Paris,  to  prevent  the  Court  of  Rome  from 
extending  its  authority  over  the  police  of  the  State, 
ordered  the  fupprelfion  of  two  decrees  of  the  Pope, 
one  of  which  condemned  a  mandate  of  the  Bifhop  of 
Montpellier,  and  the  other,  a  book,  entitled  the  Life  of 
M.  Paris ,  Deacon.  We  ill  all  fee  hereafter  who  this 
M.  Paris  was.  The  Connfellors  even,  notwithdanding 
their  privilege  of  priming  freely  their  memorials,  as 
Jong  as  they  are  confined  to  the  evercife  of  their  own 
functions,  had  the  mort'fication  to  iee  one  of  theirs  fup~ 
preffed,  which  was  figned  by  forty-two  of  them,  and 
which  had  been  compofed  for  the  defence  of  M-  Cor¬ 
net, 
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ne[’  Re&or  °f  Oliver,  in  the  diocefe  of  Ox-leans,  ap¬ 
pellant  againft  the  orders  of  his  Bifhop,  as  abufes  of 
authority.  Some  affertions  rather  too  ftrong  had  efcap- 
€  memorial,  which,  while  they  exalted  the  au- 

fnomy  of  Parliaments,  feemed  to  weaken  that  of  the 
A-lonarch.  As  all  the  Order  of  Counfellors  profeftes  the 
itioft  implicit  xubmiffion  to  the  Royal  authority,  thole 
*vho  had  fubfcribed  their  names  to  this  deliberation, 
v/ere  as  much  concerned  as  they  were  alloniihed,  that 
their  fidelity  fhould  be  fiifpedted.  They  figned  a  de- 
c  aration  ot  their  fentiments,  in  conformity  to  what  has 
juft  been  faid,  and  protefted  againft  every  contrary  in¬ 
terpretation  that  might  be  given  to  the  propofitions  con¬ 
tained  in  the  memorial.  "The  Minifter  received  their 

October  reP.enntan<T>  and  caufed  this  declaration  to  be 
j  y  -Q  regiftered  in  a  decree  of  Council,  publifhed  to 

The  ecclefiaftical  power,  not  finding  it.felf  avenged  by 
this  circumftance,  thought  it  mull:  take  its  own  caufe 
in  hand.  M.  de  Vintimille,  the  Archbifhop  of  Paris, 
who  had  fucceeded  the  Cardinal  de  Noailles — a  man 
tiot  very  warm  upon  thefe  matters,  but  fpurred  on  by 
the  Jefuits  who  governed  him — gave  out  a  decree 
againft  the  Lawyers  of  the  Parliament  of  Paris,  and  in 
behalf  of  their  breth'ern.  The  Lawyers  had  recourfe 
to  their  vi&orious  mode,  of  making  an  appeal,  which 
they  lodged  in  the  parliament,  againft  the  Prelates 
decree,  as  being  an  abufe  of  power.  The  Prelate  had 
the  caufe  br.ought  before  the  Council  of  State,  and  at 
the  fame  tune  diftributed  a  memorial  to  juftify  himfelf, 
with  which  the  Lawyers  were  offended.  Incenfed  at 
feeing  themfelves,  by  this  illegal  and  oppreftive  ma¬ 
nagement,  deprived  of  their  natural  judges,  and  fear¬ 
ing  to  be  brought  before  others,  whofe  ignorance,  fup- 
plenefs,  and  partiality  they  well  knew,  they  had  re¬ 
courfe  to  the  extreme  manoeuvre  of  fhuttinsr  up  their 
dofets.  They  ceafed  to  work  for  the  public,  from  the 
neceffity  they  were  under  of  being  totally  employed  for 
themfelves.  This  refolution  difpleafed  the  Court,  inaf- 
much  as  it  tended  to  intereftthe  public  in  favour  of  the 
Lawyers,  of  whom  they  were  conftantly  in  want.  T  en 
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of  the  moft  violent  were  banifhed.  The  affair  was  not 
fettled  till  fome  time  after,  at  the  termination  of  an  af¬ 
fair  of  the  Parliament,  of  an  infinitely  more  ferious  na¬ 
ture,  and  which  was  like  wife  occafioned  by  a  prefump- 
tuous  attempt  to  which  this  fame  Archbiiliop  j  . 
was  prompted.  \  _  _ 

Among  the  feveral  pamphlets  diflributed  with  pro- 
fufion,  by  the  Janfeniit  party,  there  was  one  weekly 
production,  which  was  particularly  diflinguifhed.  It 
was  written  with  as  much  wit  and  delicacy,  as  with 
bitternefs,  irony,  and  cenfure,  againft  the  acceptors, 
and  was  intitled,  EccUpaJlical  News.  It  had  appeared 
in  1 728,  and  has  been  continued  without  interruption  to 
our  days,  in  which  it  ftill  fubfiils  ;  but  it  is  now  fallen 
into  contempt,  either  from  the  little  importance  of  the 
matter,  or  from  want  of  the  fame  abilities  in  the  writers, 
or  rather  from  the  general  indifference  that  now  prevails 
refpeCting  all  theological  difputes.  For  the  fpace  of 
two  years,  in  vain  were  inquiries  made  concerning  the 
authors,  printers,  and  diflributors  of  this  news-paper, 
which,  neverthelefs,  appeared  regularly  every  week. 
It  is  reported  even,  that  once  a  wager  was  laid  with  M. 
Herault,  Lieutenant  of  Police,  that  this  paper  fhould 
get  into  Paris  at  fuch  a  turnpike,  on  fuch  a  day,  and 
atfuch  an  hour,  and  yet  that  it  would  efcape  the  vigi¬ 
lance  of  the  clerks.  In  fadl,  agreeably  to  thefe  conditi¬ 
ons,  and  efpecially  at  the  appointed  place,  a  man  makes 
his  appearance,  who  is  flopped,  and  fearchecl  with  the 
greatnefs  flridtnefs,  but  in  vain.  No  notice  was  taken 
of  a  fhagged  dog  he  had  along  with  him,  and  who  was 
trained  to  this  bufinefs.  It  was  a  common  dog,  who, 
under  his  coat,  thick  fet  with  hair,  carried  a  number  of 
thefe  light  papers.  The  Magillrate  laughed  at  the 
trick,  and  owned  himfelf  outwitted.  At  length  he 
was  more  fortunate  :  one  of  the  printers  was  difeovered, 
condemned  to  the  pillory,  and  banifhed,  with  three  of 
his  aflociates  This  incident  did  not  pul  the  leaf!  flop  to 
the  publication  o'  them  ;  and  it  was  judged,  not  without 
reafon,  that  tha  Parliament,  which  was  the"  compof- 
ed  of  feveral  Lnfenifls,  pioufly  protected  them.  To 
exculpate  themfelves  to  the  King,  they  affedted  to 

treat 
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treat  the  work  with  rigour,  and  to  difgrace  it.  They 
condemned  five  fheets  of  it  to  be  torn  and  burnt  by  the 
hands  of  the  hangman.  They  Teemed  thus  to  negledl 
the  paper :  but  the  Archbifhop  of  Paris,  having  iiliied 
a  mandate  which  pronounced  its  condemnation,  the 
concurrence  of  thefe  two  authorities  to  dellroy  it,  made 
it  revive  again,  and  from  hence  -arofe  a  divifion  be¬ 
tween  the  two  powers,  which  the  authors  availed 
th  emfelves  of,  ano  which  was  upon  the  point  of  produc¬ 
ing  the  mo  ft  fatal  effects.  The  Parliament  pretended  to 
be  diigufted  with  the  Tramontane  principles  contained 
in  the  prelate’s  mandate,  and  confidered  it  as  reprehen- 
11  hi e,  more  efpecially  as  twenty-two  of  the  Clergy  of 
Paris  refuted  to  publiili  it,  and  had  written  to  M.  de 
Vintimille  a  letter  of  arguments,  containing  the  motives 
Tor  their  refufal :  the  mandate  was  impeached  before 
the  Chambers  aflembled.  The  perfecuted  party  were 
comforted  for  the  difgrace  of  their  periodical  libel,  when 
they  previoufly  Taw  it  the  indirect  but  public  caufe,  of 
a  mortification,  almoft  as  great,  with  which  the  Arch¬ 
bifhop  of  Paris  was  threatened.  The  capital,  which 
had  no  events  of  any  greater  importance,  to  engage  its 
attention,  divided  itfelf  between  the  two  par- 
1732.  ties.  The  Court  alfo  felt  the  Thock,  and  was 
obliged  to  do  the  fame.  The  Philofophers  a- 
!one,who  had  not  the  influence  they  have  fince  acquired, 
molt  of  whom,  befides,  did  not  yet  dare  to  fihew  them- 
felves,  laughed  in  fecret  at  this  miferable  and  ridiculous 
conteft.  Cardinal  Fleuri  could  not  poflibly  look  upon 
it  with  indifference.  Be  fide  his  inclination  for  Molin- 
ifm  ;  befide  his  own  authority,  which  was  called  in 
queftion  ;  befide  the  fincere  and  cordial  hatred  he  bore 
the  Janfenifts,  being  alfo  among  the  number  of  Pre¬ 
lates  ;  he  poflefled  that  fpirit  of  the  order,  which  is 
more  confpicuous  in  the  Clergy  than  in  any  other  fet 
of  men.  He  came  to  the  afliftance  of  his  brother  Pre- 
fate,  and  caufed  the  King  exprefsly  to  forbid  the  Par¬ 
liament  to  take  cognizance  of  any  ecclefiaftical  matter 
without  per  million  of  his  Majefty. 

The  Parliament  deliberated  upon  thefe  prohibitions  ; 
and,  as  they  attacked  their  very  eflence,  they  con¬ 
cluded  that  they  could  not  continue  their  functions,  as 
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long  as  they  fhould  remain  in  force.  M.  Pucelle,  a 
Counfellor  whole  name  ferved  as  the  watch-word  to 
the  party,  and  M.  Titon,  another  CounfeiJor,  whole 
zeal  has  fo  much  degenerated  fince,  having 
given  their  opinion  with  moft  force  on  this  19  May, 
occafion,  were  taken  up  by  virtue  of  letters 
de  cachet ,  and  conveyed,  one  to  his  Abbey,  the  other 
to  Vincennes  j  a  llroke  of  authority,  after  which,  the 
Parliament,  according  to  cuftom,  kept  the  Chambers 
alfembled,  that  is  to  fay,  ceafed  to  hear  the  caufes  of 
individuals,  in  order  to  attend  entirely  to  its  own.  The 
King  fent  letters  of  command,  enjoining  this  tribunal 
to  refume  their  ordinary  duties.  They  confidered 
thefe  letters  as  a  tacit  permilfion  to  enter  into  the  pleni¬ 
tude  of  their  functions,  as  much  for  civil  as  other  af¬ 
fairs  ;  they  regillered  the  letters,  and,  to  obey  the  in¬ 
tentions  of  the  Lord  the  King,  they  decreed  that  they 
would  continue  to  take  cognizance  of  all  the  affairs 
that  are  intruded  to  them  ;  and  confequently  put  the 
mandate  of  the  Archbifhop  of  Paris  into  the  hands  of 
King’s  Council,  to  take  their  opinion  upon  it,  and  then 
condemned  it  by  a  decree,  and  declared  it  illegal. 
This  a<5t  of  vigour  had  been  palfed  with  great  difpatch, ' 
in  order  not  to  give  the  Miniftry  time  to  oppofe  it. 
They  revenged  themfelves  by  frefh  exiles  ;  Meffieurs 
Robert,  de  Vrevins,  de  la  Fantrlere,  and  Ogier,  were 
the  victims  of  the  dilfatisfadlion  of  the  Court  The  de¬ 
cree  of  the  Parliament  was  annulled  by  a  decree  of 
Council.  This  decree  of  Council  was  read  to  a  depu¬ 
tation  from  the  Parliament,  fummoned  to  Corrpiegne9 
there  to  receive  the  fignification  of  his  Majefty’s  will 
and  pleafure,  with  an  abfolute  prohibition  to  all  the 
members  of  the  Company,  to  propofe  any  thing  to  his 
Majefty,  that  can  impede  the  execution  of  his  orders. 

All  the  officers  of  the  Parliament,  upon 
hearing  what  had  pafied  at  Compiegne,  20  June. 
took  the  refolution  to  refign.  They  were 
mot  yet  accu homed,  at  Verfailles,  to  this  verv  trouble- 
fome  event;  the  young  Monarch  was  alarmed  at  it, 
and  the  Cardinal  was  involuntarily  drawn  into  a  feiies 
of  violent  and  tyrannic  afts,  squally  repugnant  to  his 
moderation  and  age  ;  and  ftill  more  fo  to  "the  extreme 

defire 


144  THE  PRIVATE  LIFE  1 

defire  he  had  of  pleafing  his  Royal  Pupil,  of  fparing 
his  fenhbility,  and  of  avoiding  to  mark  the  beginning 
of  his  reign  by  resignations ;  he  therefore  propofed 
terms,  to  appeafe  thefe  feveral  commotions.  The 
Parliament  refumed  the  courfe  of  juftice,  but 
9  July-  decreed  that  remonftrances  fhould  be  made. 

Thefe  remonftrances  did  not  produce  the  de- 
fired  effeft.  During  this  interval  they  gave  a  decree, 
ordering  the  fuppreffion  of  fome  prints,  which  appear¬ 
ing  under  the  name  of  the  Nuncio,  and  giving  permiflion 
to  fome  individuals,  to  read  certain  forbidden  books, 
Teemed  to  eftabliih  in  France  a  jurifdidtion  annexed  to 
the  character  of  the  Pope’s  Nuncio  :  this  was  the  mo¬ 
tive  of  the  decree,  which  only  ferved  the  more  to  in- 
cenie  the  partizans  of  the  Court  of  Rome.  This  cir- 
cumftance  furniilied  an  opportunity  of  giving  the  Car¬ 
dinal  to  underhand  how  dangerous  it  was  to  hazard 
the  authority  of  the  King,  by  giving  way  to  the  Par- 
diament  ;  and  how  much  the  boldnefs  of  that  Court, 
and  of  the  Janfenilt  party,  was  increafed  by  it  ;  fo 
that  this  mildnefs,  inftead  of  quieting  the  ferment  in 
people’s  minds,  encouraged  it ;  and  the  Cardinal,  far 
from  crufhing  the  Appellants,  as  he  intended,  was  not 
even  able  to  preferve  the  equilibrium,  which  had  been 
the  foie  object  of  the  fyftem  of  Cardinal  Dubois  and 
the  Regent ;  a  falvo  was  propofed  to  him,  calculated, 
as  it  was  pretended,  to  cut  off  the  evil  at  its  root,  by 
reftraining  the  aftivity  of  the  Parliament.  The  Car¬ 
dinal  was  deceived,  and  adopted  it. 

The  King  anfwered  thefe  remonftrances 
1 8  Aug.  by  a  declaration,  which  regulated  the  manner 
in  which  public  affairs  were  for  the  future  to 
be  treated  in  that  Court,  and  ordered  that  Appeals 
concerning  improper  jurifdi&ions,  fhould  be  carried  up 
to  the  Great  Chamber  only,  and  not  the  Chambers  af- 
lembled.  The  aefign  of  this  arrangement,  which  ap¬ 
pears  at  firft  fight  to  be  merely  matter  of  form,  and 
tending  to  expedite  bufinefs,  was,  by  thus  concentrat¬ 
ing  the  deliberations  into  one  Chamber,  to  diminifli 
the  number  of  votes,  and  by  that  means  be  better  able 
to  corrupt  or  intimidate  the  voters.  Befiies,  the 
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Grand  Chamber  being  chiefly  compofed  pf  pufillani- 
mous  old  men,  of  fathers  of  families  eager  tor  Court 
favour,  and  of  Ecclefiaftics  afpiring  to  livings,  the 
Miniitry  almoit  infured  fheir  fuffrages,  by  attributing 
favours  among  thofe  chiefs  who  had  the  inoft  influence. 
The  Courts  of  Inquefts^and  Requefts,  were  not  the 
dupes  of  a  regulation  which  annulled  them  in  one  en¬ 
tire  part  of  their  funaions  ;  and,  as  they  were  infinite- 
4 y  more  numerous  than  the  Grand  Chamber,  the  ieiu- 
fal  of  regiflering  was  carried  by  a  great  majority  of 
votes,  and  the  King  was  intreated  to  withdraw  the  de¬ 
claration,  as  being  too  contrary  to  the  real  interefts  of 
his  Majefty. 

The  Cardinal  thought  that  a  Bed  of  Juftice  would 
again  fet  every  thing  to  rights  :  the  King 
funnnoned  the  Parliament  to  Verlailles,  caul-  3  Sept . 
,ed  this  law  to  be  regiftered  in  his  prefence, 
with  fome  money  edidts,  to  which,  in  a  fimilar  cir- 
cuaiftance,  the  Magiftrates  would  have  been  little  in¬ 
clined  to  accede.  The  next  day  the  Parliament  pro- 
tefted,  both  againft  the  place  in  which  the  Bed  of 
Juftice  had  been  holden,  and  againtt  the  registers  that 
had  been  made  there  :  they  decreed  that  they  would 
not  ceafe  to  reprefent  to  the  King  the  impoflibility  of 
executing  the  Declaration  of  the  18th  or  Auguft? 
which  changes  the  ftate  and  eflence  of  the  Company  % 
and  declared  further,  that  they  would  again  remain  in 
a  Committee  till  the  reftoration  of  their  difgraced 
members,  whom  they  had  aiktd  tor  in  vain  :  in  a 
word,  they  refufed  to  regifter  the  Declaration  for  the 
eftabliihment  of  the  Chamber  of  Vacations.  Upon 
which,  on  the  7th  of  December,  all  the  Prefidents 
and  Counfellors  of  the  Courts  of  Inquefts  and  Pvequefts 
were  banifhed.  The  Grand  Chamber  was  appointed, 
-by  letters  de  cachet ,  to  hold  the  Chamber  of  Vacatb* 
ons :  this  C  hamber  had  too  great  obligations  to  the 
Court,  which  feemed  to  a£t  in  its  favour — merely  in 
order  to  fnpport  and  to  extend  its  fuperiority  over  the 
other  Chambers — no'  to  rpgifter  with  docility  the  De¬ 
claration  which  appointed  them. 

V-ol.  L  H 
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Neverthelefs,  fo  many  ftrokes  of  authority,  whicfi 
one  might  have  judged  to  announce  a  vigour  in  the 
Miniftry,  that  they  were  far  from  having,  could  not 
conquer  the  refinance  of  the  obftinate  ;  and  it  was  ne- 
ceflary  to  have  recourfe  to  fome  modifications,  in  or¬ 
der  to  conciliate  the  different  interefts  or  the  Court 
and  of  the  Company.  The  refult  of  negotiations  of 
this  kind,  was  the  fame  as  that  which  frequently  hap¬ 
pens  from  political  negotiations  after  a  long  war:  the 
parties  find  themfelves  juft  as  they  wtre  when  the  con- 
teft  began.  All  the  banifhed  perfons  were  recalled ; 
the  Parliament  refumed  its  feat  on  the  1  ft  of  Decem¬ 
ber  ;  they  decreed  a  deputation  to  the  King,  to  thank 
his  Majelly,  and  to  condole  with  him  upon  the  death 
of  the  King  of  Sardinia,  his  great  grandfather  ;  and 
his  Majefty  confentedf' on  the  mod  humble  petition  of 
the  Deputies,  that  the  Declaration,  which  was  the 
foie  objedt  of  difpute,  Iliould  not  take  place. 

If  the  Molinifts  abufed  ftrangely  of  their  accefs  to 
the  Minifter,  to  confufe  and  inflame  matters,  in  the 
hope  of  more  effectually  tormenting  their  enemies,  the 
latter  had  recourfe  to  means  more  farcical  indeed,  but 
not  lefs  dangerous,  on  account  of  the  ferment  they  ex¬ 
cited  ,*  and  which,  being  blended  with  the  fpirit  of 
religion,  might  rife  to  the  moft  violent  tumults.  The 
hero  they  chofe  for  their  purpofe  was  a  Deacon  of  the 
parilh  of  St.  Medard,  named  Paris,  a  man  of  a  good 
family,  being  the  fon  of  a  Counfellor  of  the  Grand 
Chamber,  and  brother  to  a  Counfellor  of  the  Court  of 
Inquefts;  but  a  Ample  and  modeft  man,  one  of  thofe 
devout  perfons,  neceflary  to  all  feds,  to  impofe  upon 
fools  and  credulous  people,  becaufe  fanaticism  moulds 
'  them  at  pleafure  :  he  died  an  Appellant  and  Re-appel- 
lant.  An  hiftorian  not  lefs  ftupid  than  him- 
1  May  felf,  and  equally  zealous  for  Janfenifm, 
1727.  wrote  Lis  life,  in  which,  among  other  edi¬ 
fying  circumftances,  we  read,  that  he  fome- 
times  palled  two  entire  years  without  receiving  the 
facrament  at  Eafter ;  that  in  a  codicil  figned  a  little 
time  before  his  death,  he  had  divided  his  tortune 
among  fome  poor  priefts,  in  order  to  remove  from 

them 
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them  the  temptation  of  faying  mafs  often  ;  that  in  lm 
Infancy  he  delighted  to  burn  draw  in  a  chimney,  in 
order  to  fet  fire  to  the  College  of  Nanterre  ;  that  at 
ten  years  of  age  he  began  to  give  a  great  deal  of  trou¬ 
ble  to  his  matters,  who  revenged  themfelves  by  exer- 
cifing  his  patience  ;  that  he  was  afterwards  twice  ex¬ 
pelled  from  his  father’s  houfe,  and  then  partly  difinhe- 
rited ;  that  he  had  learnt  to  make  dockings  at  the 
loom  ;  that  he  had  kept  himfelf  far  from  the  altar, 
and  from  every  ecclefiadical  minidry  ;  that  he  had 
confined  himfelf  to  teach  the  catechifm  to  children, 
and  to  hold  conferences  with  the  young  clergy  ;  that 
above  all  things,  he  cordially  hated  the  Jefuits,  and 
that  a  little  time  before  his  death,  he  had  uttered 
thefe  prophetic  words  ;  One  cannot  unmajk  them  too 
much .  < 

Such  was  the  new  obja^l:  whom  the  Janfenids  want¬ 
ed  to  canonize  ;  and,  as  miracles  are  the  touchdone  of 
fandlity,  they  failed  not  to  afcribe  fome  to  him,  and  to 
print  the  catalogue  of  them.  A  celebrated  Magidrate 
of  the  party*  M.  Carre  de  Montgeron,  a  Counfellor 
in  Parliament,  in  a  volume  which  he  himfelt  prefented 
to  the  King,  collected  the  witneiies  which  proved  the 
great  certainty  of  thefe  prodigies,  and  a  fhort  time  af- 
^ter  he  was  confined  for  this  extravagance.  This  did 
not  prevent  twenty-three  Clergymen  of  Paris  from  cer- 
tifying  feveral  of  them,  in  two  petitions  addreded  to 
M.  de  Vintirnille  ;  M.  de  Colbert,  Bifhop  of  Montpel¬ 
lier,  and  M.  de  Caylus,  Bifhop  of  Auxerre,  publiibed 
folemnly  two  of  thefe  miracles,  operated  in  their  dio- 
defies,  by  the  fame  interference  ;  and  before  them, 
the  Cardinal  de  Noailles  had  had  fome  of  them  proved 
by  juridical  informations. 

It  is  true,  that  the  miracles  of  M.  Paris  were  of  a 
peculiar  kind.  Thofe  who  invoked  him  upon  his 
tomb  were  tormented  with  horrible  agitations,  worlc 
than  the  dileafes  of  which  they  might  require  to  be 
cured.  Hence  proceeded  the  title  of  Convulfions ,  given 
to  thefe  to  didinguidi  them  from  the  antient  miracles, 
and  the  name  of  Convulftonariesy  bcdowed  upon  thofe 
who  were  thrown  into  the  date  above-mentioned* 
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1  his  vvculd  certainly  have  been  nothing,  if  the  cure^ 
had  been  real  ;  but  the  adverlaries  did  not  fail  to  con* 
ted  them,  and  even  to  cad  bitter  jeds  upon  this  mo¬ 
dern  worker  of  miracles.  In  one  indance,  faid  they*, 
it  is  a  girl  delivered  of  a  kind  of  dropfy,  which  disap¬ 
pears  without  miracle  in  the  ordinary  courfe  of  nine 
months.  In  another,  it  is  an  eye  redored,  which  an 
oculid  had  offered  to  cure,  but  with  the  lofs  of  the 
other  eye,  the  cure  of  which  the  fame  oculid  had  not 
ventured  to  promife.  In  a  third  indance,  it  is  a  lame 
Canon,  v/ho  can  go  about  every  where,  except  to  di¬ 
vine  fervice,  where  he  is  never  feen.  In  the  fourth, 
it  is  a  clumfy  impodor,  who  comes  to  the  tomb  lame 
of  one  leg,  and  v/ho,  by  the  contortions  he  throws 
himfelf  into,  returns  lame  of  both  legs.  In  a  word,  even 
the  cure  of  Ann  le  Franc,  fo  much  boaded  of,  does 
not  bear  the  ted  of  examination.  The  account  of  her 
difeafe  and  cure,  as  it  has  been  dated,  was  Solemnly 
contradicted  by  the  aunt,  the  brother,  the  dder,  and 
even  the  mother  of  this  girl,  by  the  two  furgeons  who 
had  had  the  care  of  her,  by  thirty-four  witnedes,  and 
bv  the  juridical  depodtion  of  two  phyficians  and  rhree 
fu  rgeons,  fworn  as  examiners,  and  who  contradicted 
the  fadb  The  Archbilhop  of  Paris  profcribed  her  by 
a  mandate,  in  which  he  pronounces,  that  the  credu¬ 
lity  of  the  people  is  evidently  abufed.  The  girl,  who 
was  the  fubjedt  of  the  miracle,  was  compelled  to  an 
appeal. 

Mankind  is  fo  ea^er  after  the  marvellous,  that  the 
concourfe  of  people  at  the  tomb  of  M.  Paris  foon  be¬ 
came  immenfe ;  it  continued  and  increafed  during 
near  five  years.  This  is  the  only  miracle  that  v/as 
wrought  there.  !s  it  pofiible,  in  fadt  to  conceive  the 
ftupidity  of  the  fpedtators,  who,  blind  to  the  proofs 
of  falfity,  quackery,  and  grofs  impofition,  which  they 
had  conflantly  before  their  eyes,  pleafed  themfelves 
in  an  error,  which  was  contradidled  by  the  continual 
teflimony  of  their  fenfes  ?  Is  it  dill  more  pofiible  to 

conceive, 

* 

*  See  a  memorial  touching  the  virtues  and  miracles  of  M. 
Pari  -,  a  Deacon,  buried  at  jSt,  Medard,  ia  the  parifli  of  Paris,  02. 
the  3d  of  May  1727. 
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conceive,  that  there  fhould  have  arifen  in  the  mines 
of  men,  and  even  among  Divines,  a  notable  divifion 
in  the  mode  ot  thinking  upon  this  matter,  wneiher  up¬ 
on  the  whole  oi  the  event,  or  its  teveral  parts  ;  and 
that  this  diverdty  of  thinking  Iliould  have  produced 
more  than  twelve  or  iourteen  votumes  in  quarto,  lor 
and  againd  ;  that  all,  or  almoil  all  theie  writers, 
fhould  agree  upon  the  authenticity  of  the  facls  ;  that 
fome  of  them  only  fhould  have  attempted  to  prove, 
that  they  were  merely  the  effects  ot  nature,  and  of  its 
unknown  operations  ;  while  the  Debtors  of  our  religion, 
on  the  contrary,  were  united  in  aferibing  them  to  fome 
preternatural  agent,  and  differed  only  about  the  spe¬ 
cies  ?  Some  of  them  clearly  perceived  the  hand  oi  God 
in  them  ;  others,  the  operations  of  the  Devil.  Po [fe¬ 
rity  could  not  believe  thefe  absurdities,  it  tuey  were 
not  under ’its  own  infpebtion.  1  he  denrium 
was  fo  great,  that  M.  de  Vintimille  publifhed  July 
ferioufly  a  prohibition,  to  forbid  the  invocation  1 7 3 1  * 
of  M.  Paris,  who  wras  not  yet  canonized  ;  that 
an  appeal  of  improper  jurifdibtion  was  made  again d 
his  mandate ;  that  four  celebrated  Lawyers  ligned  the 
deliberation  ;  and  that  the  Parliament  did  not  rejebt 
this  appeal,  which  remained  there  for  ever  depend¬ 
ing.  Authority  was  obliged  to  come  to  the  afiidance 
of  the  Prelate,  and  to  prevent  any  fubterfuge,  or  dif- 
obedience  to  thefe  prohibitions,  and  moreover  to  put  a 
flop  to  the  fcandal,  and  to  the  mob  that  reforted  to  the 
tomb— which  was  become  a  continual  fource  of  licen¬ 
tious  difeourfes,  thieving,  and  libertinifm.  Agreeable 
to  the  verbal  procefs  dated  upon  the  tedimony,  exami¬ 
nation,  and  inquiry  after  the  Convulfionari es ,  an  order 
was  iffued  from  the  King,  on  the  27th  of  January 
1732 to  IKutup,  and  keep  fhut,  the  gate  of  the  lit¬ 
tle. church-yard  of  St.  Medard  ;  to  prohibit  the  open¬ 
ing  of  it  for  any  other  purpofe  but  burying  ;  and  to 
forbid  all  perfons,  of  what  rank  or  condition  foever, 
to  affemble  in  the  dreets  or  houfes  adjacent,  under  the 
penalty  of  difobedience,  and  even  of  exemplary  pun- 
ifhment.  We  fhall  fee  hereafter  what  this  ordinance 
produced .  We  fhall  only  obferve  here,  that  the  day 
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Pafauinade^f  tl?  ?  T  ,church-y«d,  the  following 
..  alquinade  of  the  janfemits  was  fixed  upon  the  gate  : 

The  King  commands,  that  on  this  fpoc 
No  miracles  by  God  be  wrought*. 

We  now  draw  near  to  that  period,  when  our  attention 
will  be  more  particularly  taken  up  with  the  young 
King,  and  his  Jomeftic  affairs ;  we  fhall  fee  the  feeds 
ot  the  pall io ns  beginning  to  expand  in  him,  which,  be- 
mg  fomented  by  depraved  Courtiers,  fpoiled  the  good- 
Jiefs  of  his  heart,  and  brought  confufion  in  his  kingdom- 
He  was  hill  m  that  amiable  age,  when  all  objects  are 
linking  by  their  novelty;  when  all  parade  and  Hiew 
pleating  to  us  ;  and  when  even  the  moil  childifti 
circumftances  are  interefting.  7t  was  an  amufmgfefti- 
val  to  his  Majefty,  to  arm  the  Chevalier  Morofini,  the 
\  enetian  Ambaftador;  to  dub  him,  according  to  the 
iinircHt  cuftcm ;  ana  to  make  him  a  prefent  of  a  very 

iwcru,  an  1  a  belt  of  gold  fluff,,  while  the  other 
senators  wore  only  a  black  one. 

Bui  nothing  can  equal  the  joy  he  expreffed  at  the 
Queen  s  being  with  child,  and  at  the  happinefs  of 
becoming  a.  father.  This  joy  was  certainly  rather 
damped  the  two  find  times  of  the  Queen’s  delivery, 
Wnen  omy  two  PnncelTes  were  prefented  to  his  em¬ 
braces.  He  took  the  refolution,  in  concert  with  his 
Jiuguft  Queen,  to  addrefs  their  prayers  to  Heaven  for 
a  Dauphin.  On  the  8th  of  December  1728,  they 
doth  offered  up  to  God,  in  a  fpecial  manner,  their 
widies,  and  thc-fe  of  the  people  ;  and  by  expreis  agree¬ 
ment,  as  the  Queen  hath  feveral  times  declared  f, 
they  received  the  facrament  together  in  the  fame  de¬ 
sign*  M  heir  pious  intentions  did  not  red  here  ;  for  at 
the  end  of  nine  months,  her  Majefty  brought  the  late 
Dauphin  into  the  world.  ThijS  wiilied-for  event  dif- 

fufed 


*  De  par  le  Roi,  defenfe  a  Dieu 
De  plus  c-perer  en  ce  lieu. 

f  ft  See  u  1  he  Lite  cl  the  Dauphin,  father  of  Lewis  XVI.  written 
from  the  Memoirs  oi*  the  Court,”  prefented  to  the  King  and  the 
|£oyai  Family  by  the  Abbe  Proyart, 
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fufed  a  general  joy,  among  a  people  accuttffined  to 
Idolize  their  rulers.  Thankfgivings  were  jmbuckly 
offered  up  to  God.  The  King  affifted  at  the  i  e  Deum, 
which  was  fung  at  the  Church  of  Paris,  and  (upped 
afterwards  at  the  HoteLde-Ville,  with  the  Princes  of 
the  Blood,  and  feveral  Noblemen.  Turgot,  the  Pro¬ 
vo  if  of  the  Merchants,  waited  upon  his  M a  jetty  5  and 
the  Sheriffs,  and  other  officers,  attended  the  Princes. 
When  the  Queen  was  recovered,  had  acquitted  h^rfelf- 
of  a  vow  The  had  made  upon  occafion  of  her  happy 
delivery,  and  had  in  her  turn  given  thanks  to  Heaven 

_ which,  however,  did  not  prevent  her,  fome  years 

after,  from  taking  a  journey  to  Notre  Dame  de  Char¬ 
tres,  to  confccrate,  in  h  peculiar  manner,  to  the  Holy 
Virgin,  the  young  Prince,  whom  fhe  always  confidered 
as  a  fpecial  mark  of  her  protection — the  moft  brilliant 
feftivals  were  given  to  the  public  in  the  capital, .  and 
this  example  was  imitated  throughout  all  the  cities  in 
the  kingdom.  The  joy  which  prevailed  univerfally  in 
France,  communicated  itfelf  even  to  foreign  kingdoms. 
The  birth  of  this  Prince  confirmed  the  tranquility  of 
Europe.  The  States  General  made  a  prefent  of  a  gold 
medal,  of  one  hundred  ducats*  value,  to  the  meffen- 
ger  difpatched  with  this  news  to  the  Hague,  .by  M. 
Van  Hoey,  their  Ambaffador.  One  was  alfo  ftricken 
at  Paris,  upon  which  were  reprefented  the  King  and 
Queen.  On  the  reverfe  was  the  Earth,  feated  upon 
a  globe,  and  holding  the  Daitphin  in  her  arms,  with 
this  legend  :  Vota  Orbis ,  the  w  lilies  of  the  univerfe.v 
The  arrival  of  the  Duke  de  Lorraine  at  Paris,  in 
the  beginning  of  the  following  year,  to  fwear  allegi¬ 
ance,  and  do  homage  to  the  King,  for  the  dutchy  of 
Bar,  and  all  the  other  domains  he  poffeffed  belonging 
to  the  Crown,  difplayed  another  kind  of  fpettacle, 
that  mutt  neeefiarily  have  given  him  the  higheft  idea 
of  his  own  grandeur.  Two  years  before,  he  had  had 
the  experience  of  fuch  a  kind  of  parade,  when  the 
Envoys  of  Tunis  were  admitted  to  an  audience,  and 
offered  fatisfaclion,  and  the  excufes  of  that  Govern- 


H  4 


ment, 


#  Near  fifty  pounds. 
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mpm,  rcfpeamg  their  infraftions  of  the  treaties  made 
\\  ith  his  Majelty.  He  had  accepted  of  their  word 
in  the  name  of  the  Republic,  that  nothing  fjiouid  in 
future  be  cone  to  dilpleafe  him.  Thus  the  Cardinal 
took  care,  from  time  to  time,  to  contrive  a  pompous 
cmplay  of  power,  calculated  to  flatter  the  puerile1  va¬ 
nity  0*  a  young  Prince,  while  he  himfelf  poffeiled  all 
the  real  authority.  It  was he  who  created  or  difgraced 
the  other  Mimfters.  At  the  death  of  M.  le  Blanc  he 
appointed  M.  d’Angervilliers,  Intendant  of  Paris,  ’se- 
^ret?‘ty  of  State  tor  the  war  department ;  he 
29  May  had  previoufly  recalled  from  exile  M.  d’Agu- 
1728.  eiTeau,  who,  immediately  on  his  return  to 
Vei failles,  had  refumed  the  duties  of  his 
office  at  the  delivery  of  the  Queen,  but  who  always 
remained  without  the  Seals,  notwithffanding  the  dif- 
grace  of  M.  d’Armenonville,  who  had  been 
fucceeded  by  M.  Chauvelin,  Prefidemi  Mot- 
tier  of  the  Parliament  of  Paris,  to  whom  the 
Mmifterial  department  for  foreign  affairs  was 
al.lojni.ru  fled.  He  at  I  aft  gave  the  care  of 
tH’.  ti  lances  to  f'.'i .  Orry,  his  creature. 

J'U‘-  a!l  thefe  would  have  been  nothin? 
mors  than  gleams  of  tranfitory  power,  if  the  Cardinal 
had  net  taken  care  to  remove  from  his  Royal  Pupil 
tnole  perfons  whofe  genius,  b:rth,  or  charafter,  might 
nave  aiarmed  his  ambition,  or  who  might  infenfibly 
have  fuppianted  him.  ‘  1 

Since  he  had  oocafioned  the  difgrace  of  the  Duke  of 
Bourbon,  the  perfons  he  was  then  moft  apprehenfive 

r  fourt’  an,°ng  the  Princes  of  the  blood,  were 
nrfr,  the  Count  de  Charolois,  equally  famous  for  the 
ferocity  of  his  manners  f,  as  for  the  extent  of  his  know- 

ledge  ; 


15  rug. 
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1  March 
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f  ft  is  a  conftant  tradition,  that  this  Prince,  in  his  youth,  took 
a  dreadful  and  barbarous  pleafure  in  killing  a  man,  as  children  do 
in  crufhing^  a  fly.  Eut  when  he  went  to  afk  his  pardon,  he  al- 
lep.eiSRted  the  murder  as  the  efteft  of  an  unlucky  mil- 
c nance,  or  of  necefPty.  On  one  of  thefe  occafions,  when  the 
King  was  giving  him  his  pardon,  he  faid  to  him  :  “Here  it  is; 
but  I  declare  to  you  at  the  fame  time,  that  I  have  a  pardon  ready 
for  a»y  one  who  ffiall  kill  you.” 
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ledge  :  next  the  Prince  of  Conti,  full  of  wit,  amiable, 
infmuating,  brave,  delighting  in  war,  lively,  jealous 
of  his  rank,  and  prodigal  to  excefs ;  of  him,  it  is  told, 
that  his  equerry  coming  to  him  one  day,  to  acquaint 
him  that  there  was  no  forage  in  his  liable,  he  fent  for 
his  fteward,  who  excufed  himfelf  by  faying,  that  there 
was  no  more  money  in  the  treasurer's  hands,  and  that 
he  could  get  no  more  credit  from  the  perfon  who  ufed 
to  fupply  him  ;  all  the  other  tradefmen  of  your  High- 
nefs,  added  he,  refufe  alfa  to  give  credit,  except  your 
Cook  ;  IVell  then,  fays  the  Prince,  you  muft  feed  my 
horfes  with  chickens  ;  and  laftly,  the  Cardinal  dreaded 
the  Duke  du  Maine,  whofe  talents  for  adminidration, 
love  of  money,  and  fubmiilion  to  his  wife,  were  known, 
and  had  given  umbrage  even  to  the  Regent. 

Fortunately,  the  King’s  inclinations  induced  him  to 
attacH  himfelf  to  the  Count  de  Clermont,  who  had 
been  brought  up  with  him,  and  who  was  almoft  of 
his  own  age  ;  a  heavy  Prince,  of  weak  underdanding, 
and  addicted  to  nojhing  but  feftivals,  pleafures,  and 
women  ;  and  to  the  Count  of  Touloule,  a  Prince  not 
of  bright  parts,  but  of  exquifite  judgment,  of  very 
regular  manners,  not  moved  by  any  drong  paliion  ; 
he  was  moreover  very  circumfpedt,  and  too  much 
ailiamed  of  his  difproporticnate  marriage,  the  declara¬ 
tion  of  which  he  had  obtained,  to  fet  himfelf  againft 
the  Cardinal  who  governed. 

The  Princelles  who  deferved  the  Monarch’s  attach¬ 
ment  at  that  time,  did  not  appear  more  dangerous  to 
the  Prime  Minider.  The  Queen  was  at  the  head  of 
them.  She  was  in  intire  polielFion  of  the  heart  of  her 
augud  hufband  ;  die  alone  delighted  him,  and  defired 
no  other  happinefs.  She  had  already  given  herftdf  up 
to  devotion,  but  of  a  mild  kind,  without  fanaticifin,  fo 
that  the  Prieds  who  might  have  been  difpofed  to  in¬ 
trigues,  acquired  but  little  afcendant  over  her.  Refide, 
{lie  was  under  the  direction  of  a  Jefuit,  and  their  foci- 
ety  was  devoted  to  the  Cardinal,  who  encouraged  all 
their  fury  againd  the  Janfenids.  Lewis  XV.  faded  alfo 
the  fweets  of  a  tender  friend  {hip  with  Mademoifelle 
de  Charolois,  and  the  Countdfs  of  Touloufe.  Though 

Mademoifelle 
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Mademoifelle  de  Charolois  was  fitter  to  the  Duke  of 
Bourbon,  and  daughter  to  the  Grand  Dutchefs,  his 
mother,  fhe  was  not  of  their  cabals.  Formed  for  plea- 

UT.  _  m  ^ler  youth,  by  the  beauty  and  graces  fhe 
poiTeHed,  flie  was  endowed  with  an  exquifite  fenttbility, 
winch  turned  itfelf  entirely  to  love  :  die  had  had  a  num¬ 
ber  oi  admirers,  and  brought  forth  children  almoft  every 
year,  ^  with  little  more  fecrecv  than  an  opera-girl  ; 
though,  to  keep  up  appearances,  it  was  faid  die  was 
1  >  during  the  fix  weeks  of  her  confinement  ;  and  the 
v.  hole  Court,  which  perfectly  understood  the  matter, 
ided  to  fend  to  inquire  after  her  health.  Once  fhe  had 
a,  Swifs  at  her  gate,  who,  not  being  trained  to  this 
management,  ufed  to  anfwer,  without  ceremony,  to 
thofe  who  came:  The  Princefs  is  as  'well  as  can  he 
exped eJ,  and  the  child  too. 

The  filters  of  this  Princefs  were  not  more  fcrupu* 
ious  ;  M.  de  Maulevrier-Langeron  was  the  declared 
lover  of  Mademoifelle  de  Sens,  and  M.  de  Melun,  of 
Mademoifelle  de  Clermont.  The  lad-mentioned  gen¬ 
tleman  was  killed  a  hunting  in  the  wood  of  Boulogne, 
by  a  fallow-deer.  Mademoilelle  de  Clermont  was  of 
a  very  indolent  difpofition,  which  made  the  Grand 
Dutchefs  alk  if  this  news  had  given  her  any  emotion. 

Mademoifelle  de  Charolois  was  fuppofed  to  be  fe~ 
cretly  married  to  a  Nobleman  of  the  firtt  rank  *,  but 
whom,  on  account  of  that  etiquette  to  which  the  mod? 
siugutt  perfons  are  fo  abfolutely  fubordinate,  die  could 
not  obtain  to  have  openly  declared  for  her  hulband^ 
This  circumftance  held  them  both  in  the  Cardinals 
power,  and  the  hopes  of  prevailing  upon  him  to  obtain 
the  confent  of  his  Majefty,  necefiarily  attached  them, 
to  his  party. 

Mademoifelle  de  Charolois  was  intimately  connected 
■with  the  Countefs  of  Touloufe,  whofe  marriage,  near¬ 
ly  of  the  fame  kind,  being  declared,  feemed  to  inritle 
her  to  the  fame  privilege,  at  lead  to  a  toleration,  if  po¬ 
litical  views  were  too  repugnant  to  making  it  public, 
for  fear  of  the  confequences  :  though  thefe  two  Ladies 
«lifFered  from  each  other  in  many  particulars,  the  firil 

being 
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Leins;  addicted  to  gallantry,  and  the  other  a  devotee  ; 
that* the  one  loved  riot,  Ihew,  and  noify  amufements, 
and  the  other  delighted  in  the  country,  in  retirement, 
and  in  calmer  pleafures,  yet  they  agreed  perfectly  m 
other  things.  Befidcs,  intereil,  which  forms  and  keeps 
up  fo  many  connexions,  prompted  Mademoifelle  cm 
Charolois  to  entertain  her  friendship  with  the  Countefs, 
fince  it  enabled  her  to  obtain,  for  herfelf  and  her  crea¬ 
tures,  all  the  favours  fhe  afked  ot  the  King. 

Lewis  XV.  went  often  to  hunt  at  Rambouillet,  a 
feat  of  the  Count  of  Touloufe,  who,  fince.  his  marriage, 
ufed  to  pafs  great  part  of  the  year  there.  ^  This  delici¬ 
ous  retreat  was  infinitely  agreeable  to  him,  to  relax 
himfelf  from  the  fatigues  of  a  bufy  Court  to  relieve 
him  from  the  weight  ot  greatnefs,  which  became  cum- 
berous  to  him  as  foon  as  he  felt  it — and  to  enaole  him 
to  lay  afide  the  Monarch.  In  a  word,  it  was  an  affec¬ 
tionate  friend,  who  came  to  pais  fome  days  in  delight¬ 
ful  familiarity  with  his  friend  :  a  fmall  company  of 
Ladies  and  Courtiers  accompanied  him,  and  partook  ol 
this  intimacy.  In  the  day-time,  the  fallow-oeer,  with 
which  the  immenfe  park  abounded,  were  the  unremit¬ 
ting  objects  of  purfuit.  T.  his  violent  exercife,  which 
wTas  at  find  a  mere  paflion  with  Lewis  XV.  was  imper¬ 
ceptibly  become  nece  ary  for  his  health,  which  would 
have  been  afte&ed  by  a  ftagnation  of  humours,  and 
for  his  mind,  .  which  was  inclined  to  melancholy.  In 
the  evening,  he  diffipated  himfelf  at  play,  and  renew¬ 
ed  his  {Length  at  the  table,  for  the  indulgences  of 
which,  his  exercife  gave  him  the  higher  rehfh.  T.  here 
he  was  contented,  becaufe  he  was  free  ;  he  was  lively, 
amiable,  enlivened  the  converfation,  readily  fell  in 
with  the  fprightlinefs  of  Mademoifelle  de  Charolois, 
and  was  pleafed  with  the  witty,  refined,  and  delicate 
Tallies  of  the  Countefs  of  Touloufe,  who  had  ferved  as 
a  mother  to  him,  who  had,  in  fome  meafure,  brought 
him  forward  in  the  world,  and,  by  encouraging  him  to 
get  rid  of  his  timidity,  had  taught  him  to  [peak,  and 
to  fpeak  with  propriety;  he  was  attentive  to  add  refs 
himfelf  to  every  one,  and  to  put  this  little  Court  per¬ 
fectly  at  eafe:  in  a  word,  as- he  was  himfelf  fatisfiod 

with  , 
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wuh  the  feveral  guefts,  he  endeavoured  to  bs  agree?- 
ble  to  them  in  return.  6 

-  m^ke  mention  of  one  anecdote  only,  to 

§1V?  an  lc^ea  0f  the  familiarity  that  reigned  in  this 
ociety  One  of  the  Ladies,  who  was  with  child, 
was  luddemy  feized  with  previous  pains,  announcing 
‘-U  approaching  labour.  Fhe  company  was  alarmed, 
and,  as  the  Lady  could  not  be  conveyed  to  Paris' 

*  man -midwife  was  fent  for  in  great  hafte.  The 
lung  was  under  the  greatefl  anxiety.  “  In  {[ iort,”  faid 
lu?  MaJ eilY:  “  *  the  operation  prefles,  who  will  take 
“  it  upon  him  ?”  M.  de  la  Peyronie,  the  firft  Surgeon, 
anfwered,  “  1  , will ,  Sir  •  I  have  delivered  women  he- 
“fore.— -Very  well,  faid  Mademoifelle  de  Charolois, 

*  t/Ui  this  hufinefs  requires  practice,  and  you  have  per- 
<c  haps  forgotten, — Don't  he  in  the  leaf}  uneafy ,  A4ade- 

.  .  |  _  #  f  )  rather  piqued  at  a  doubt 

v/hicn  hurt  his  vanity  ;  u  one  forgets  no  more  hove  to 
<x  take  them  out, ,  than  hove  to  put  them  in."  Her  HHh- 
nefs,  highly  mcenfed,  coloured,  and  left  the  room, 
lor  fear  of  giving  vent  to  her  indignation  before  the 
King.  The  Surgeon  was  fenfible  of  the  indecency,  or 
rather  the  impudence  of  his  reply,  and,  notwithfland- 
ing  all  his  wit,  was  much  embarraffed,  til],  turning 
Lis  abafhed  countenance  to  the  King,  hefaw  him  fmile, 
which  removed  his  apprehenfions.  Mademoifelle  de- 
Sens  was  foon  prevailed  upon  to  laugh  at  this  matter, 
us  well  as  the  King. 

The  Cardinal  was  without  anxiety  when  he  knew 
the  King  was  at  the  place  we  have  been  mentioning;, 
fo  great  was  his  fecurity,  that,  though  a  particular  - 
friend  of  the  Count  of  Touloufe,  yet  he  declined 
making  one  in  thefe  parties,  on  account  of  his  age, 
and  the  diet  he  obferved.  But,  without  being  prefent 
at  the  feftivals,  he’  knew  what  was -going  forward 
there;  he  knew  that  in  thefe  private  journeys,  the 
PrincefTes,  availing  themfelves  of  their  influence  with 
his  Majefty,  obtained  every  thing  they  folicited  for: 
but  they  folicited  with  difcretion.  Ho  favour  was 
granted  there  without  his  being  apprized  of  it;  thus 

he 
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he  directed  even  the  favours  of  the  Monarch,  without 

his  fufpefting  it.  ... 

ft  was  in  thefe  fmall  councils  hoi  den  at  Rambouillet, 

“between  the  auguft  perfons  aflembled  there,  and  es¬ 
pecially  under  the  influences  of  the  Princeffes,  that 
the  furvivorfhip  of  the  office  ot  Admiral,  and  or  the 
governments  belonging  to  the  Count  of  fouloufe,  was 
managed  for  his  fo.n  the  Duke  of  Penthievie,  flili  an 
infant,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  Princes  of  the  blood  ; 
that  the  Countefs  of  Touloufe  was  inceflantly  labouring 
to  promote  the  fortunes  of  her  children  of  thefirft  bed, 
the  Duke  and  the  Marquis  of  Antin ;  that  fine  obtained 
for  them  the  moft  diftinguifhed  tavours;  that  ilie  pre- 
vailed  at  laid  io  as  to  have  one  ot  them  recalled  from 
exile,  who,  by  an  imprudence  which  his  youth  could 
only  excufe,  had  entered  into  a  plot,  ^  the  defign  ot 
wh’ich,  was  to  deftroy  the  Prime  Minifter ;  a  crime 
which  oerfons  in  his  fituation  ieldom  forgive.  It  was 
in  thefe  private  conversations  that  the  difgrace  of  M. 
Chauvelin,  then  Keeper  of  the  Seals,  and  Minifter  for 
foreign  affairs,  was  prepared  long  before.  It  was  here, 
in. a  word,  that  Lewis  XV.  began,  as  it  was  thought, 
to  difclofe  his  riflng  inclination  for  the  fex  ;  and,  it 
being  apprehended  that  he  would  confult  only  his 
eyes  and  ins  heart,  in  railing  up  to  the  rank  of  favou¬ 
rite  fome  young,  beautiful,  and  ambitious  woman, 
capable  of  governing  him,  it  was  imagined  to  be  moft 
expedient  for  the  common  intereft,  to  determine  his 
inclinations  in  favour  of  the  Countefs  of  Mailli,  who 
was  poffeifed  of  none  of  thofe  qualities  that  were  to 
be  feared  ;  but  who  was  a  woman  in  whom  confidence 
might  be  repofed,  and  from  whom  care  was  taken  to 
extort  a  promife,  that  fhe  would  confine  herfelt  to  the 
fingle  honours  of  the  handkerchief,  and  would  not 
attempt  any  thing  with  her  Royal  lover  without  the 
concurrence  of  thofe  perfons  whom  fhe  knew  to  have 
the  confidence  and  efleem  of  that  Prince.  We  fhall 
fucceffively  unfold  thefe  intrigues,  as  much  as  they 
deferve  :  but  let  us  dwell  for  a  moment  upon  the  be¬ 
neficent  adm’miflration  of  Cardinal  Fleury,  who  availed 
Limfelf  of  peace  to  re-eftablifh  the  finances,  either  by 

.a  general 
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a  genera]  and  continued  (Economy — which  the  difap* 
pointed  Courtiers  called  parfimony,  and  fordid  avarice, 
but  which  was  a  necedary  meafure,  for  without  it,  all 
the  others  became  ufelefs — or  by  making  commerce 
and  the  arts  flourifh,  which  are  the  real  and  fruitful 
fourees  of  the  opulence  of  a  State. 

The  circum dance  which  proves  that  the  (Economy  of 
the  Prime  Mini  her  was  enlightened  and  well-judged, 
is,  that  he  krew  how  to  lavifli  his  money  when  there 
was  a  neceility  for  it,  and  when  he  forefaw  that  the 
funds,  opportunely  advanced,  would  produce  one  hun¬ 
dred  fold.  As  foon  as  he  came  into  adminidration,  he 
hadened  to  concur  in  the  re-edablifhment  of  the  city  of 
Saint  Menehould,  burnt  in  1719.  In  confequence  of 
the  orders  of  the  King,  which  he  iflued  with  clifpatch, 
M.  Lefcalopier,  Intendant  of  the  province  of  Cham¬ 
paign,  caufed  the  lines  of  it  to  be  traced,  and 
9  Aug.  laid  the  fird  done,  in  which  was  put  a  diver 

1726.  medal,  with  an  infeription,  to  tranfmit  to 

poderity  the  event,  and  the  name  of  the  Mo¬ 
narch  who  was  the  founder  and  benefactor. 

26  Dec  He  iflued  an  order  from  the  King,  for  the  efla- 

s  '  blifhment  of  fix  companies  of  cadets,  compofed 
‘  '  each  of  one  hundred  Gentlemen,  who  were 

to  be  commanded  by  experienced  officers,  indrudted  by 
the  abled  maders  in  the  military  art,  and  formed  by- 
them  to  all  theexercifes  fuitable  to  Nobility.  Thus  he 
laid  the  foundation  of  the  Military  School,  dnee  fubfti- 
tuted  to  this  edablifliment,  which  had  been  foon  fup— 
prelfed  by  M.  Belleide,  from  a  motive  of  private  aninio- 
dty. 

Senfible  of  the  importance  of  the  fervices  of  the  offi¬ 
cers  of  the  army,  and  of  the  necefdty  that  the  rewards 
given  by  the  King  fhould  be  exactly  paid,  he  caufed 
his  Majedy  to  grant  to  the  Order  of 
Edift  of  Saint  Louis  70.000  hvres  *  revenue  upon  the  - 
May ,  Royal  treafure,  in  increase  of  a  fund  to  fup- 
1730.  ply  the  payment  of  the  pendons  granted  to 
the  Knights  of  that  Order.  This  increafe  of 
expence  was  eadly  made*  up,  by  the  fuppreflion,  for 

*  the 


^  Near  three  thoufand  pounds,. 
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trie  fecond  time,  of  the  port  of  Colonel  General  of 
French  infantry,  which  the  Duke  of  Orleans  bad  resign¬ 
ed  on  the  3d  of  December  1731.  U  was  the  Regent 
who  had  renewed  this  dignity  for  his  fom.  Befide  the 
ceconomy  of  fupprefiing  it,  the  perfon  w ho  held  it  was 
deprived  of  an  immenfe  power,  and  fo  much  ihe  more 
dangerous  in  the  hands  of  a  fubjedr,  as  he  who  is  in 
tjofteflion  of  it  muft  of  courfe  be  more  elevated,  and 

x 

nearer  to  the  throne. 

In  the  fame  year,  he  eftabliftied  three  peaceable 
camps,  all  compofed  of  cavalry  ;  becaufe  thefe  parades, 
though  expenfive,  are  neceflary  to  form  the  troops  to 
the  manoeuvres  of  war,  and  to  maintain  them  in  tire 
practice  of  them.  They  were  opened  in  the  month  of 
Tulr :  one  upon  the  Sambre,  commanded  by  the  Prince 
ofTingry;  another  upon  the  Maaze,  by  the  Count  of 
Belleifle  ;  and  the  third  upon  the  Saone,  under  the  or¬ 
ders  ofthe  Duke  of  Levy.  The  Duke  of  Lorraine  went, 
with  alibis  Court,  to  fee  that  upon  the  Maaze  ;  where 
the  General  received  him  as  a  Sovereign,  and  in  a  man¬ 
ner  worthy  of  him  whom  he  reprefented. 

Although  the  Cardinal  may  juftly  be  accufed  of  hav¬ 
ing  negledted  the  navy,  yet  he  knew  of  what  utility  it 
might  be,  and  employed  it  with  dignity  againft  the 
people  of  Barbary.  He  fen t  out  from  Tou¬ 
lon  a  fquadron  of  thirteen  fail,  under  the  6  July, 
command  of  Commodore  Grandpre,  This  1728. 
Commmander  being  arrived  before.  Tripoli, 
and  the  people  having  refufed  to  give  the  fatisfacHons 
required  for  the  infults  committed  againft  the  French 
trade,  he  bombarded  the  city,  and  deftroyed  the  great- 
eft  part  of  it.  He  reduced  thefe  pirates,  who  lent  the 
next  year  a  deputation  to  implore  his  Majefty's  pardon. 

A  few  years  after,  he  fent  off  a  fquadron, 
commanded  by  le  Baiili  de  Vetan,  which  an-  6  June 
chored  at  two  leagues  from  Genoa,  and  fo  1732. 
intimidated  the  Senate,  that  they  deputed  onq 
of  their  members  to  compliment  the  Commander,  and 
prevent  the  effects  of  the  juft  indignation  of  the  King, 
hy  paying  the  price  of  a  French  veftel  that  bad  been 
inful  ted  and  burnt  by  a  privateer  of  the  Republic. 

The 
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The  eftablilhment  of  th e  Council  Royal 
2  3  May}  of  Commerce,  which  he  fubftituted  to  the 
I73°.  mere  Council  of  Commerce,  fettled  fince  the 

.  ^e?r.1 72°>  js  a  proof  of  the  attention  which 

the  Prime  Mimfter  paid  to  this  branch  of  administration, 
and  the  repute  he  held  it  in.  He  ordered  that  this 
Counch  mould  be  holden  every  fortnight,  in  pretence  of 
hisMajefty,  who  was  cefirous  of  attending  himfelfto 
this  important  part  of  government.  Seniible  how  much 
communications  by  water  are  favourable  to  trade,  and 
having  of  expence,  he  had  previoufly  occafloned  the  la¬ 
bours  to  be  begun  for  digging  the  canal  of  Picardy  ;  la¬ 
bours  which  have  fince  been  interrupted,  and  refumed 
by  the  famous  Laurent.  After  the  death. of  this  artift, 
this  project  had  again  been  quitted,  thougli  it  was  upon 
the  point  of  being  completed,  and  that  the  province 
was  inceffantly  expecting  to  have  enjoyed  the  advan¬ 
tage  of  it,  when  war  for  the  third  time  put  a  flop  to 
this  ufeful  and  important  enterprife.  In  1728,  M.  de 
Aupufl  Maulevrier,  Colonel  of  the  regiment  of  Picar- 
i“28.  gave  the  fir  ft  ftroke  of  the  pick-ax  in  this 

1  bufinefs,  at  the  head  of  his  regiment. 

If  by  a  little  aft  of  parfimoriy  natural  to  old-age,  and  ' 
which  is  lefs  to  be  attributed  to  the  Cardinal  than  to 
the  Comptroller  General  Pelletier  Desforts,  he  feemed 
to  thwart  that  great  eftablilhment  of  the  Regent’s,  in 
1719,  for  the  gratuitous  education  of  youth  ;  If  he  op- 
pofed  the  juft  claims  of  the  Univerftty,  by  retrenching 
a  part  of  the  revenue  granted  to  them  forthis  purpofe, 
and  by  cavilling  inftdioufly  upon  the  treaty  made  with 
that  body*,  he  repaired  the  injury  done  to  the  arts 
and  fciences,  by  fignal  marks  of  protection  in  other  cir- 
cumftances.  We  fhall  not  enter  into  an  enumeration  of 

4  aR 

f  agreement  made  with  the  Univerfity,  in  1719,  wa?, 

that  on  the  union  of  their  pods  with  the  pods  royal,  his  Majedy 
would  grant  in  perpetuity  to  them  the  twenty-eighth  part  of  the 
value  cl  the  general  farm  of  the  pods  throughout  the  kingdom, 
hince  that  time,  although  this  farm  has  been  ccnfiderably  increal- 
cd,  yet  the  Government  would  never  grant  to  the  Body  of  Arts, 
,any  more  than  the  futn  colle&cd.from  the  find  farm.  See  “  the 
mod  humble  and  mod  reipe£tful  representations  of  the  Uoiver* 
fit y  of  Paris  to  the  King,  in  1755.’* 
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all  the  favours  he  bellowed  upon  them,  which  would 
take  up  too  much  room  in  this  hiftory  ;  but  mall  omy 
notice  a  few  events,  too  important  to  be  omitted. 

Since  the  year  1721,  the  King  had  ordered  that  ten 
youna  French  children  fhould  be  educated,  at  his  ex¬ 
pence,  at  the  Jefuits’  college  in  Paris,  and  mftrudted 
in  the  Latin  and  Oriental  tongues,  to  ferve  as  inter¬ 
preters  to  the  Confuls  in  the  fea-port  -towns  on  the 
Levant.  Before  the  education  of  thefe  children, 
commonly  called  Armenians ,  the  Minifters  and 
of  his  Majefty  were  expofed  to  the  ignorance,  v it\o 
nelly,  and  perfidy  of  foreign  interpreters.  T  he  Car¬ 
dinal  rendered  this,  which  was  merely  a  political  eita- 
blilhment,  a  literary  one  alfo,  by  forming  a  college  at 
Confirm  tino  pie,  where  the  books  of  the  country  were 
to  be  tranflated.  The  translations,  together  with  their 
originals,  were  depofited  in  the  Kings  library.  In 
1729,  the  Abbe  Surin  had  been  fent  to  Conflantinop.e, 
and  overall  the  Levant,  to  buy  up  tne  feveral  Gr^ck, 
Turkifh,  Arabian,  or  Perfian  manuscripts  he  could  col- 
lea.  Thus  the  library,  in  1732,  was  augmented  with 
the  ineflimable  treafure  of  ten  thoufand  manufcnpts. 
A  medal  was  flruck  to  celebrate  and  record  this  taft. 
Six  learned  perfons,  or  men  of  dillinaion  in  the  literary 
world,  were  moreover  attached  to  this  library,  that 
they  might  be  continually  on  the  fearcn  lor  books 
proper  to  increafe  it,  each  in  their  refpeaive  depart¬ 
ments. 

The  King’s  garden,  fo  famous  at  this  day,  attraifLd 
the  attention  of  the  Cardinal :  it  was  he  who.  ceter- 
mined  his  Majelly  to  take  particular  care  cf  this  fpot  ; 
for  this  purpofe  to  put  it  under  the  depa~  ment  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  of  his  houfehold  *,  ano  to  trull,  the 
firft  time,  the  direction  of  it  to  M.  Dulav,  a  man  of 

diftin- 


*  Lewi?  XIII.  by  an  edi&  of  the  month  of  January  re- 

giftered  in  Parliament  in  the  month  of  July  or  tne  farrc  year, 
eftablifhed  the  Royal  Botanx  Garden,  and  at  the  fame  time  u  1  ted 
the  fuperinttndance  of  it  to  the  poft  of  firft  phyfician ;  hut  it  wai 
afterwards  feparated  from  it  by  a  declaration,  of  the  31  of  March 
1718,  and  the  title  of  Superintendant  was  changed  to  that  of  In- 
tendant. 
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diftinguifhed  learning,  and  member  of-  the  Academy' 
of  Sciences  The  garden,  which  had  hitherto  been 
fregleCted,  then  began  to  flourifh.  Confiderable  ex- 
pences  were  made,  as  much  for  collecting  from  all 
hdes  a  great  number  of  tlmples,  plants,  and  foreign 
jlirubs,  as  for  the  conftruCtion  of  buildings  and  hot- 
houfes  neeeft'ary  to  preferve  them.  Soon  after,  a  very 
hne  cabinet  of  natural  hiftory,  and  two  herbals,  more 
complete  than  any  that  had  ever  been  in  Europe,  ex¬ 
cited  general  admiration.  Courfes  of  Botany,  Chy- 
miftry,  and  Anatomy,  were  inftituted  gratis  every  year, 
at  which  all  individuals,  defirous  of  inftruCb’o.n  in  any 
of  thefe  fciences,  might  a  ft]  ft  ;  and  it  is  in  this  fehool 
that  the  number  of  illuftrious  men,  who  have  appeared 
in  France  in  thefe  branches,  have  been  formed. 

But  the  circumftance  that  will  render  his  adminiftra- 
tion  ever  memorable  in  the  hiftory  of  the  fciences,  is 
the  execution  of  that  bold  defign  of  determining  the 
figure  of  the  earth  ;  a  point  of  fo  great  importance  to 
navigation.  In  order  to  effeCt  this,  it  was  neceflary  to 
meafure  a  degree  of  the  meridian  under  the  Pole,  and 
another  under  the  Equator.  The  Prime  Minifter 
fpared  no  expence  for  this  purpofe  ;  he  readily  follow¬ 
ed  the  impulfe  of  the  Count  de  Maurepas,  then  Se¬ 
cretary  of  State  for  the  Marine  department,  who  gave 
him  to  underftand  that  no  conjuncture  could  ever  be 
more  favourable  than  the  prefect,  for  this  projeCt  i 
that  it  was  only  practicable  under  the  reign  of  a  Prince, 
as  powerful,  and  as  much  refpedted  by  other  Sove¬ 
reigns,  as  he  was  a  lover  of  the  fciences,  and  a  patron 
of  commerce.  The  Aftronomers,  to  the  number  of 
three,  defigned  for  the  South,  were  MeiT  Bo^guer^ 
Godin ,  and  de  la  C.ondamine ,  who  fet  out  the  firft,  in 
17  33  y  Me  ft',  de  Maupcrtuis ,  Clair  ault ,  Camus ,  and  le 
Monnier ,  fent  to  the  North,  having  a  ftnorter  voyage 
to  make,  did  not  fet  out  till  the  year  1736,  and  re¬ 
turned  in  1737,  after  having  ereCted  atTornea,  on  the 
confines  of  Lapland,  by  permiflion  of  the  King  of 
Sweden,  a  pyramid,  as  a  monument  of  their  labours 
and  their  glory.  One  year  was  fufficient  for  their  ob- 

fervations? 
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fervations,  but  they  were  obliged  to  employ  another 
in  travelling,  and  endeavouring  to  fubdue  nature  in 
thefe  inhofpitable  climates. 

At  firft  they  fought  for  a  proper  place  for  their  ope¬ 
rations  *  :  they  found  none  on  the  borders  of  the  gulph 
of  Bothnia  :  they  were  obliged  to  go  a  great  way  into 
the  inland  country  ;  they  were  forced  to  reafcend  the 
river  of  Tornea,  from  the  city  of  TorrtO  to  the  north 
of  the  gulph,  as  far  as  the  mountain  of  Kiltes,  beyond 
the  Polar  circle.  They  had  then  to  preferve  them- 
felves  from  thofe  terrible  flies  which  are  the  terror  of 
the  Laplanders,  which  draw  blood  at  every  fling,  and 
which,  if  a  number  of  them  were  to  fix  upon  a  man, 
would  foon  deftroy  him.  They  infefted  all  their  pro- 
vifions.  The  birds  of  prey  likewife,  which  are  very 
numerous  and  very  bold  in  thefe  climates,  lometimes 
carried  away  the  victuals  that  were  ferved  up  to  thefe 
Academicians,  who  were  like  /Eneas  in  the  midft  of 
the  harpies. 

The  catara&s  of  a  river  were  then  to  be  crofled  ; 
their  way  was  to  be  cut,  with  hatchet  in  hand,  through 
an  immenfe  foreft,  which  obftru died  their  paffage,  and 
prevented  their  operations.  The  mountains  were  all 
to  be  climbed  ;  the  tops  of  them  were  all  to  be  cleared 
of  the  birch,  fir,  and  other  trees  that  concealed  them 
from  fight;  higher  edifices  were  to  be  raifed  upon 
their  tops,  with  fignals  fit  to  be  feen  at  the  diftance  of 
feveral  leagues,  in  order  to  determine  the  neceffary 
triangles.  A  bails  was  to  be  fixed,  capable  of  being 
meafured,  upon  a  river  frozen  over,  and  covered  fe¬ 
veral  feet  thick  with  a  fine  dry  fnow,  like  fmall  fand, 
which  flipped  under  the  feet,  and  concealed  from 
the  eye  precipices  which  might  have  buried  any  one 
under  it. 

It  was  alfo  neceffary  to  ftipport  a  degree  of  cold  fo 
exquifite  and  intenfe,  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  coun¬ 
try,  though  accufiomed  to  its  fharpnefs,  fometimes 


Brandy  was  the  only  liquor 

that 


loie  an  arm  or  a  leg  by  it. 


*  See  the  woiks  of  M.  Godin,  intitled,  ii  To  the  Manes  of 
“  Lewis  XV.” 


i64  the  private  life 

that  did  not  freeze  there.  If  the  vefTel  out  of  which 

in7  vr!t,k  Wa,S  -he!d  c!°fe  t0  the  HPS>  the  coId  ufed 

*  ,,  A  /’  jn<  lf  was  necefl'ai7  to  tear  the  lips  to 
pull  them  afunder.  '  * 

Nothing  difcouraged  the  Academicians.  They  each 
of  them  made  theiF  refpeftive  obfervatiors  in  private, 
v  ich  ail  coincided  with  a  degree  of  precifion  that  de¬ 
termined  their  accuracy.  After  all  thefe  attentions,  trou- 

es,  and  labours,  they  were  (hipwrecked  onthegulph 
f  .j0t“nia.»  and  were  near  lofing  their  lives,  and  the 
Iruus  or  this  hazardous  and  laborious  undertaking. 

The  Academicians  who  went  to  Peru,  experienced 
jmi  greater  obstacles  :  they  reckoned  that  they  Ihould  not 
ltay  aboiT  four  years.  out  of  their  country,  but  they 
were  obliged  to  remain  abroad  ten  years.  '  The  inha¬ 
bitants  feemed  to  aft  in  concert  with  nature,  to  thwart 
ana  to  torment  them.  They  were  accompanied  by 
M.  de  Juffieu,  a  botanift ;  JVI.  de  Seniergues,  a  fur- 
geon ;  M.  Hugo,  a  watchmaker,  and  mathematical 
lnitrume nr- maker ;  M.  Verguin,  draughtsman  for  the 
P^ans  and  charts,  and  M.  de  Morainville,  draughtf¬ 
man  for  the  natural  hiibory. 

They  had  recommendations  from  the  King  of  France 
to  all  the  Governors  of  foreign  places,  and  paffports 
from  the  King  of  Spain.  They  were  provided  with 
money  and  bills  of  exchange.  In  a  word,  every  thing 
that  can  infure  the  iuccefs  of  a  voyage,  and  make  it 
ufeful  and  convenient,  had  been  attended  to  and 
prepared. 

After  a  long,  troublesome,  and  perilous  vovage,  M, 
oe  la  Condamine  did,  in  fome  meafure,  firft  take  pof- 
leflion  of  the  country  in  the  name  of  the  fciences. 
He  engraved  upon  the  rock  of  Palmar  the  following 
mfeription  in  Latin  :  It  has  been  found  by  agronomical 
obfervations,  that  this  promontory  is  jituated  under  the 
Equator*  This  prelude  is  followed  by  frefh  difficul¬ 
ties  to  get  to  Quito,  and  the  reader  will  be  frightened 
at  the  bare  recital  of  them,  independent  of  their  fa- 
tJgues,  which  nothing  could  equal  but  their  patience... 
The  money  of  the  Academicians  now  began  to  fail  « 

they 
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they  were  obliged  to  raife  fome  upon  their  effects, 
and  they  were  accufed  of  finuggling,  for  having  fold 
their  fhirts  ;  upon  which  an  adtion  was  brought  againft 
them.  They  at  laft  fucceeded  fo  far  as  to  eflabliih 
their  ftgnals  upon  the  tops  or  upon  the  inclination  of 
thirty-nine  mountains,  in  an  extent  of  fourfcore  leagues, 
having  begun  a  little  on  this  fide  the  Equator,  and 
ended  three  degrees  on  the  other  fide  of  it. 

The  feries  of  their  triangles  reached  from  Cabarau- 
row,  to  the  north  of  Quito,  as  far  as  Chinan,  to  the 
fouth  of  Cuenca. 

Their  labours  were  not  yet  ftnifhed,  when,  as  they 
were  affifting  at  a  bull-fighc,  the  populace  ro fe  up 
againft  them,  threatening  to  deftroy  them.  M.  Seni- 
ergues  alone,  conjecturing  the  caufe  of  this  tumult, 
put  himfelf  in  a  pofture  ot  defence  $  he  checked,  for 
a  moment,  thefe  furious  people,  and  at  firft  drove 
them  back  ;  but  continuing  ftill  to  refill  them  with  in¬ 
trepidity,  he  fell,  pierced  with  wounds,  at  the  feet  of 
the  Academicians,  who  carried  him  off,  covered  with 
blood,  while  they  at  the  fame  time  defended  them- 
felves  againft  thefe  unforefeen  hoftilities. 

Love  was  the  caufe  of  this  outrage.  A  Peruvian, 
who  was  jealous  of  Seniergues,  had  refolved  to  have 
him  affaffmated,  and  fucceeded  but  too  well.  Senier¬ 
gues  died  in  the  arms  of  M  de  la  Condamine,  charg¬ 
ing  him  to  take  care  to  have  him  avenged. 

This  was  a  frefh  aClion  the  Academicians  had  to 
uphold.  It  lafted  three  years.  The  author  of  the 
muraci  was  condemned  to  exile  ;  he  did  not,  how¬ 
ever,  quit  the  country,  but  turned  prieft. 

Before  Lv  7  departure,  they  had  a  third  adlion  to 
maintain.  This  was  on  account  of  the  two  pyramids 
they  willed  to  ere<5l  at  the  two  extremities  of  Cue  bafts, 
accurately  meafured  upon  the  land  itfelf  to  ferve  as 
the  foundation  for  all  iheh  calculations  Thefe  pyra¬ 
mids  would  afterwards  have  'h  mifhed  them  an  ealy 
and  fure  method  of  verifying  ueir  obfervations ;  fo 
that  this  was  rather  an  object  o  utility  than  of  vanity, 
Some  Spanifh  officers  took  umbrage  a  the  infcription. 
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in  which  mention  was  made  of  the  King  of  France 
snd  oppoied  it.  M.  de  la  Condamine,  in  the  name  of 
his  colleagues,  carried  this  point:  the  two  pyramids 
were  raifed,  but  have  been  demoliihed  fince  the  de- 
pasture  of  the  Academicians. 


END  OF  THE  FIRST  VOLUME- 
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dlemori al  on  behalf  of  the  Parliament ,  again f  the  Pukes 
and  Peersy  preferred  to  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Duke 
(J  Orleansy  Regent . 


Mo  NSEIGNEU  R? 

^HE  Parliament  flatter  themfelves  that  they  have 

_  given  fufficient  proofs  of  their  zeal  for  your 

R.  H.  to  hope  that  you  will  not  deprive  them  of  their 
honours  ;  honours  which  they  have  been  in  poiTeilion 
ot  for  fo  many  centuries.  If  the  Peers  of  France  had 
looked  upon  thele  difli nations  as  recent  ufurpations., 
and  as  attacks  made  upon  their  dignity,  would  they 
have  negledted  to  complain  of  them  in  1664  ?  Would 
they  not  have  endeavoured  to  deflroy  them,  at  a  time 
when  the  late  King  appeared  to  be  in  no  favourable 
idifpofiiion  towards  that  Court,  and  when,  in  com¬ 
pliance  with  their  importunate  clamours,  the  ertablilli- 
ed  order  of  voting  was  fub verted  ?  Their  filenee  is  a 
convincing  proof  ot  the  novelty  of  the'r  pretenfions^ 
which  have  no  other  foiiree  than  in  the  pride  of  the 
Di  ke  d’Uzes,  who,  from  a  haughty  caprice,  would 
not  take  -oft  his  hat  at  the  time  of  giving  Lis  vote. 
And  what  they  now  take  upon  them  to  call  an  inter- 
h  oh.  L  1  ruption, 
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ruption,  which  defeats  the  prefcriptive  right,  is  the 
only  foundation  of  their  chimerical  idea.  In  fheir 
cagernefs  to  avail  themfelves  of  the  moft  trifling  op¬ 
portunities,  they  wifhed  to  take  advantage  of  this  at- 
tempt  of  the  Duke  d’Uzes  ;  they  exerted  all  their  in- 
tereft  to  have  it  approved  and  authorifed  by  his  Ma- 
jefty.  But  that  wife  Prince  readily  underftood  that  an 
infringement  of  the  dignity  of  thofe  perfons  who  had 
the  honour  of  reprefenting  him,  was  a  diminution  of 
his  own  ;  he  therefore  forbade  fuch  attempts  for  the 
future,  under  pain  of  his  difpleafure,  and  or  exemplary 
punifhment. 

The  Peers  lliould  call  to  mind  what  the  Parliament 
has  done  in  their  favour  fince  thefe  few  years  paft  ; 
they  uled  to  prefent  themfelves  in  the  fame  place  with 
the  Senefchals  in  order  to  take  their  oaths,  and  were 
admitted  upon  the  footing  of  Counfellors  of  a  Sove¬ 
reign  Court.  But  this  title — which  formerly  the  Princes 
of  the  blood,  and  the  Dukes  of  Guife,  in  their  greateft 
fplendor,  would  not  have  difdained — hurting  the  pride 
of  our  modern  Peers,  the  Parliament  readily  agreed  to 
the  fuppreffion  of  it  ;  and,  by  an  eafy  condefcenfion,?of 
which  the  Firft  Prefident  Harlay  was  the  principal 
mover,  they  relaxed  upon  this  point  ;  which  ffrongly 
marked  that  fuperiority  of  the  Prefldents,  they  now 
call  in  queflion  with  fo  much  acrimony.  Their  un¬ 
bounded  ambition  has  not  been  fatisfied  with  an  ad¬ 
vantage  which  they  owe  to  the  moderation  of  Parlia¬ 
ment.  As  one  pretenfion  with  them  begets  more,  and 
one  favour  granted  is  a  foundation  for  afking  a  fecond, 
they  entertained  a  thought  of  being  elected  in  the  fa me 
manner  as  the  Prefldents  ;  and,  expecting  to  find  an 
entire  compliance  in  a  Magiftrate,  much  attached  to 
the  Court,  they  applied  themfelves  to  our  Firft  Pre¬ 
fident  *,  and  imagined  that  he  would  readily  fide 
with  them  in  the  affair  of  the  hat.  But  they  could 
neither  feduce  him  by  their  flattery,  nor  intimidate 
him  by  their  threats,  the  fhameful  eflfe&s  of  which 
have  been  fince  but  too  apparent.  He  maintained  the 
honour  of  the  Company  with  fo  much  'zeal  and  fteadi- 


*  John  Anthony  de  Mcfme, 
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uefs,  that,  notwithftanding  the  prefling  folicitations  of 
◄she  Peers  to  the  late  King,  he  obtained  a  promife  from 
his  Majefty,  that  he  would  not  give  any  decifion. 

The  hopes  of  the  Peers  were  then  turned  towards 
yourR.  H.  ;  they  offered  you  their  fervices,  when  the 
King,  whole  death  was  iliortly  expected,  and  unavoid¬ 
able,  and  whofe  intentions  were  not  known,  fhould  be 
expired.  But  they  would  not  engage  nor  declare  them- 
felves  for  your  R.  H.  unlefs  they  received  aflurances 
that  you  would  favour  their  pretenfions ;  and  they 
gave  yourR.  H.  to  underhand,  that  without  thofe  con¬ 
ditions  you  were  not  to  depend  upon  them. 

Your  R.  H.  will  pleafe  to  give  a  moments  attention 
to  the  difference  of  the  proceeding  between  the  Parlia¬ 
ment  and  the  Peers.  Our  zeal  alone  has  prompted  us 
to  ferve  you.  We  extorted  no  promife.  Our  luffrages 
Jiad  already  infured  the  Regency  to  you,  before  the 
Peers  were  intitled  to  vote.  For  we  do  not  imagine 
they  would  ferioufly  maintain,  that  they  have  the  right 
of  difpoling  of  the  Regency,  and  even  of  the  Kingdom*, 
in  cafe  of  a  difputed  fucceflion,  though  they  have 
been  hardy  enough  to  propagate  fuch  an  idea,  and  to 
inflnuate  it  in  their  memorial  of  1664.  Upon  what 
ground  can  they  fupport  the  pretenfion  ?  Js  it  becaule 
their  aggregate  body  is  compofed  of  the  three  Eftates 
of  the  Kingdom  ?  Or  becaufe  they  conflder  themfelvcs 
as  the  fuccefl'ors  pf  the  Dukes  of  Burgundy,  Guienne, 
and  Normandy  ?  Your  R.  H.  has  certainly  not  forgot¬ 
ten  that  the  Prefident  de  Maifon  has  been  feveral  times 
commiflioned  by  you.  to  afliire  the  Parliament,  that 
they  might  depend  upon  the  honour  of  your  protection  ; 
and, that,  far  from  diminifhing  their  prerogatives,  you 
would  rather  increafe  them,  whenever  the  adminiftra- 
tion  of  the  kingdom  fhould  be  placed  in  your  hands. 
And  what  does  the  Parliament  alk  at  prefent  of  your 
R.  H.  but  merely  the  favour  of  leaving  them  in  the  qui¬ 
et  pofleflion  of  their  privileges?  We  are  far  from  pre¬ 
tending  to  call  in  queftion  your  right  of  judging  thefe 
kinds  of  difputes-;  and  if  one  of  our  moftifluftrious  Ma- 
giftrates  has  Fa  id  in  yourR.  H.’s  prefence,  that  the  de~ 
cifion  belonged  to  the  King,  it  was  not  fo  much  from 

I  2  any 
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any  doubt  he  had  of  your  authority,  as  to  fnggeft  to  you 
a  lpecious  pretence  tor  leaving  the  matter  undecided  tilt 
the  King’s  majority. 

is  it  not  ftrange,  that,  to  gratify  their  vanity,  the 
Peers,  who  are  but  a  portion  of  the  Parliament,  ihould 
make  this  difturbance  in  it,  at  a  time  when  the  greateft 
harmony  ought  to  lubfift  between  all  the  bodies,  and 
v/hen  they  ought  all  to  concur  with  unanimity  in  the  pre- 
fervation  of  peace  ?  If  they  were  well  affebted  towards 
your  R.  H.  would  they  expofe  you  to  the  hazard  of  a 
decifion,  the  conferences  of  which  might  be  dange¬ 
rous  ?  Your  R.  H.  is  not  unacquainted  with  the  decree 
of  conflderation  which  the  Parliament  enjoys  in  the^ca- 
pital,  and  throughout  the  whole  kingdom  of  France  ; 
what  weight  their  authority  carries  in  the  mod  important 
affairs  of  the -State  ;  and  what  influence  their  example 
Fas  on  the  other  Parliaments.  In  vain  would  the  Peurs 
.make  themfelves  appear  formidable  ;  is  it  on  account  of 
their  wealth  ?  Molt  of  them  have  not  fo  much  as  was 
neceffary  to  conftitute  a  Roman  Knight,  and  they  main¬ 
tain  themfelves  only  by  forming,  unfuirable  alliances. 
Are  they  to  be  fearSd  for  their  prowefs  ?  Contented  with 
the  dignities  of  peace,  they  fet  no  great  value  upon  mi¬ 
litary  employments  ;  and,  excepting  a  fmall  number  of 
them,  they  are  in  general  bad  foldiers,  and  have  given 
fo  few  fpecimens  of  their  valour,  that  one  would  ima¬ 
gine  the  adminiflration  of  juftice  Teemed  more  congenial 
to  them. 

But  they  might,  perhaps,  engage  the  Nobility  to 
fide  with  them?  It  is  known  they  have  difgufted 
them,  by  their  ridiculous  haughtinefs,  on  every  occafion, 
and  particularly  in  infilling,  that  they  fliould  follow 
them  on  that  day  of  the  King’s  deceafe,  or  that  they 
fhould  walk  as  a  diftinft  and  feparate  body.  So  con¬ 
tagious  is  the  air  of  Peerage,  that  even  the  Arch bifhop 
Duke  of  Rheims,  whofe  dignity  is  tranfitory,  was  not 
afhamed  of  engaging  in  ro  o  lions  a  plan  ;  thus  facrific- 
ing  to  a  momentary  honour,  the  interefts  of  the  No- 
‘bifity,  for  whom  his  attachment,  in  general,  was  well 
.known. 


But 
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But  it  is  not  the  diflinftion  of  the  Prefidents  a  Mortier 
that  irritates  them;  their  ambition  has  higher  views  : 
and,  not  daring  openly  to  equal  themlelves  to  the 
Princes  of  the  Blood,  they  endeavour  to  diminifh  the 
honours  and  prerogatives  which  make  fo  great  a  dif¬ 
ference  between  them,  notwithstanding  the  conformity 
of  dignities. 

Mo  thing  can  oblige  your  R.  II.  to  give  a  decifion 
upon  this  queftion.  Can  the  Peers  have  any  caufe  of 
complaint,  if  you  leave  things  in  tire  fame  filiation 
they  have  always  been  ?  An  i  would  it  not  be  degrad¬ 
ing  to  the  Parliament,  to  deprive  them  of  the  honours 
with  which  our  Kings  have  thought  fit  to  grace  the 
perfons  who  were  to  reprefent  them  ?  The  annulling, 
of  the  aft  of  the  27th  of  September,  which  is  merely  a 
precaution  of  police,  to  prevent  thofe  commotions  the 
Peers  intended  to  excite  on  the  day  of  the  declaration 
of  the  Regency,  has  already  fufficiently  difgufted  the 
Parliament*  without  increafing,  by  new  mortifications, 
their  juft  caufes  of  complaint. 

Yet,  if  your  R.  H.  were  notwithftanding  determin¬ 
ed  to  judge  this  matter  (a  fuppofition  not  confiflent 
with  true  policy)  it  can  only  be  refpefting  titles  or 
pofTeffion.  The  Peers  cannot  but  acknowledge  that 
cuftom  is  againft  them,  lince  they  oppofe  it  ;  and  if 
they  have  any  titles,  let  them  produce  them,  we  will 
anticipate  your  R.  H.’s  fentence,  and  condemn  our- 
felves.  But  our  poflejlion  is  not  only  certain,  and 
from  time  immemorial,  it  is  alfo  attefted  in  our  archives, 
and  the  nature  of  it  is  efbibliilied  by  thofe  permanent 
memorials.  Will  any  one  venture  to  attack  the  au¬ 
thority  of  thefe  folid  foundations  of  public  fecurity, 
there  facred  depofits  of  the  wills  of  our  Kings  ? 

Formerly  the  Peers  had  no  other  prerogative  but 
thofe  which  were  enjoyed  by  all  perfons  pofTefled  of 
NobT  fiefs  ;  they  were  both  admitted,  in  the  moving 
Parliaments  which  followed  the  Court,  to  deliberate 
on  affairs  of  State,  and  ad  mini  her  juldice  to  individuals. 
The  general  aflemblies  were  commonly  tumultuous  ; 
the  Kings  were  by  no  means  maflers  of  the  deliberati¬ 
ons  taken  in  them  5  the  Judges  were  moftly,  either 
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entirely  ignorant,  or  at  leafl;  had  very  little  knowledge 
ot  the  common  or  of  the  ftatute  lawj  ~and  the  parties 
were  expofed  to  great  injuftice. 

,  Dhilip  the  Fair,  finding  it  abfolutely  neceiTaiy  to 
cnange  the  form  of  thefe  Parliaments,  gave  them  a 
fixed  refidence,  and  fettled  the  time  and  the  place  of 
the  meeting  of  their  aflemblies,  for  the  convenience  of 
the  nibjedts,  and  the  fpeedy  adminiftration  of  juftice. 
The  Parliament  of  Paris  was  compofed,  one  half  of 
Clergy,  and  the  other  of  Laity,  who  were  named  by 
Te  King  at  the  opening  ot  their  fefiion.  Two  Prelates 
and  two  Noblemen  were  commiftioned  to  prefide.  But 
wno  were  thote  named  by  the  Dauphin  Charles,  during 
*he  captivity  of  King  John  ?  The  Count  of  Evreux, 
-and  the  Count  of  Burgundy.  The  twelve  Peers  were 
admitted  into  Parliament,  as  honorary  and  perpetual 
Counfellors  by  their  rank  of  Peerage  ;  the  Counfel- 
^ors,  on  the  contrary,  were  chofen  by  the  King ;  who 
changed  them  at  his  pleafure,  that  thefe  proud  vafials 
might  oe  ferdible.  of  the  power  of  the  Sovereign.  Phi— 
1'P  the  Fair  gave  the  precedency  over  them  to  the 
Prefidents,  as  reprefentatives  of  their  fovereign  Mailer, 
m  the  adminiftration  of  juftice ;  and  the  number  of 
Prefidents  being  afterwards  increafed,  the  laft  appoint- 
ed  took  place  by  the  fame  title  as  the  firft,  above  the 
Peers :  which  is  a  certain  proof  that  an  increafe  of  the 
number  of  Prefidents  does  not  prevent  their  unity,  and 
indivifibility  with  regard  to  the  reprefentation,  and  the 
honours  infeparably  attached  to  it. 

Thole  powerful  Princes  would,  no  doubt,  have 
been  offended  at  feeing  fo  many  perfons  placed  above 
them,  if  they  had  not  confidered  the  whole  body  of 
them  as  making  one  Chief :  they  fufferd,  without  mur¬ 
muring,  the  ordinary  Counfellors  to  have  &  kind  of 
fuperiority  over  the  honorary  ones  ;  and  it  is  to  mark 
this  prerogative,  that  a  Counlellor  clofes  the  Bench  of 
Peers  to  this  day. 

As  the  Peers  make  a  part  of  the  Parliament,  and  as 
the  caules  which  concern  them  are  tried  in  that  Court,  it 
hasfometimes  been  called,  very  improperly, The  Court  of 

Peers > 
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Peers .  But  it  is  in  fa£t  the  King’s  Court,  wheie  judicc 
is  adminidered  in  his  name*  and  in  which  the  Peers 
fit.  It  is  true,  that  they  have  a  feat  in  other  Parlia¬ 
ments;  but  this  is  only, as  honorary  Counfellors :  and 
the  fame  honour  is  granted  to  the  Counfeilori  of  the 
Grand  Chamber, '  as  a  mark-  of  refpeft  to  the  fupenor 

Parliament.  . 

Have  the  Ecclefiaftical  Peers,  who  piqued  them- 
felves  fo  much  upon  being  the  moft  ancient  I  eers  ot 
the  kingdom,  and  whom  we  hear  continually  regret¬ 
ting  the  precedence  they  have  over  the  Princes  ot  the 
blood,  any  further  didinCtion  in  Parliament,  than  mere¬ 
ly  the  fitting  above  the  Dean,  in  the  fame- manner  as 
the  bther  Bilbops,  who  are  admitted  by  the  preioga- 
tive  of  their  fees?  Thefe  Prelates  are,  like  them,  ho¬ 
norary  Counfellors  ;  like  them,  they  are.  not  admitted 
before  they  have  taken  the  oaths.  Neithei  oi  them 
are  Counfellors  by  birth;  their  right . being  fufpended 
till  their  reception.,.  And  as  this  law  is  common  to  the 
Lay  Peers,  what  reafon  can  they  allege  for  the  new 
difficulty  they  have  darted  with  regard  to  the  Duke 
of  Pvichelieu,  and  for  arrefting  the  courfe  of  judice. 
In  the  execution  of  the  wifed  and  mod  important  of  all 


edidts  ?■* 

In  a  word,  the  Tons  and  grandfons  of  France  fee? 
without  the  lead  fcruple,  the  Prefidents  feated  above 
them.  Even  the  Dauphin,  the  mod  perfect  image  of 
Royalty,  who  with  one  hand  touches  the  Crown,  while 
he  lowers  the  other  to  the  earth,  in  token  of  fubjeCtion  ; 
the  Dauphin  himfelf  cannot,  without  an  exprefs  com- 
miiTion  from  the  King,  take  place  of  the  Prefidents, 
And  at  the  time  when  the  Princes  of  the  blood  were 
only  confidered  as  Noblemen  defeended  from  the  Royal 
Family,  and  as  Peers  holding  fiefs,  the  fird  Prefident 
did  not  falute  them  in  afking  their  votes.  It  is  only 
fince  Henry  III  declared  them  Peers  by  birth,  that  he 
uncovers  himfelf  when  he  calls  upon  them  for  their 
fuffrage.  And  the  Peers,  thefe  modern  Peers,  exclaim 
aeaind  an  honour  attached  to  the  dignity  of  Prefident, 
jealous,  without  doubt,  of  that  which  Princes  of  the 
Blood  enjoy. 

I  4  Hidory 
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Hiftory  acquaints  us,  that  when  the  Chancellor  de 

LewfeXTT T6nt’  m  T  '509.  in  the  name  of 

of  Anftria  f  th£-  h°maSe  °f  PhIliP  Archduke 

Auft.ia,  tor  the  counties  of  Flanders,  Artois,  and 

momem  Tf '  t0?k  m  6  Precedenc7  of  from  the 
moment  of  his  arrival  in  the  town  of  Arras,  which  was 

appointed  for  that  ceremony.  He  remained  feared, 
and  with  his  hat  on,  when  the  Prince  prefented  him- 
Jel,  .otake  the  oath  of  allegiance.  The  Prefidents, 
who  reprefent  the  King,  in  a  fituation  no  lefs  exalted, 
would,  no  doubt,  have  a  right  not  to  falute  the  Peers 
w  len  trey  enter  the  Grand  Chamber  to  come  to  their 
places;  and,  fincc  the  Peers,  on  account  of  a  few  li¬ 
mited  honours  which  they  enjoy  at  Court,  have  ima¬ 
gined  that  they  could  oblige  the  Nobility  to  follow 
them,  with  much  more  reafon  might  the  Prefidents, 
-who  are  above  them  in  Parliament,  require  precedency 
of  them  m  every  other  fituation,  if  they  were  as  reftlefs 
and  as  turbulent  in  their  difpofition. 

i  he  Greeks  and  the  P.omans,  thofe  warlike  nati¬ 
ons,  preferred  the  gown  to  the  fword,  becaufe  force 
h  only  tne  fuppon  of  juftice,  and  is  only  to  be  confi¬ 
ture  a  fo  long  as  it  retains  that  chara&eriftic.  The 
Republics  of  Venice,  Holland,  and  Genoa,  {till  con- 
c. u<R  themfeives  according  to  tbele  maxims.  Yet  thefe 
Gentlemen,  who,  on  every  trifling  bufinefs,  are  ready 
to  fly  for  (belter  to  the  protection  of  the  law,  affebt  to 
hold  it  in  contempt. 

li  tiie  Parliament,  which,  at  its  firfl  infhtution,  was 
only  filled  by  Nobles,  has  iince,  through  corruption, 
been  open  to  the  dregs  of  the  people,  fuch  a  mixture 
does  not  tarmfb  the  luftre  of  the  prorefTion  ;  and  the 
body  01  Peers,  which  have  been  much  more  difgraced, 
has  no  right  to  reproach  us  with  it. 

There  is  but  one  fort  of  Nobility  :  it  is  indeed  ac¬ 
quired  by  different  means  ;  by  military  employments, 
and  by  thofe  of  the  Magiftracy.  But  their  rights  and 
prerogatives  are  the  fame.  The  robe  is  not  lefs  illuf- 
tnous  than  the  fword.  The  Chancellors,  and  the 
Keepers  of  the  Seals,  are  equal  to  the  Conftables,  and 
Marilials  of  France  the  Prefidents  a  Mar  tier ,  to  the 
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Dukes  and  Peers,  who,  like  them,  gave  way  without 
oppofuion  to  the  Chief  of  the  Magiftracy. 

But  if  we  are  to  come  to  the  inveftigation  of  families, 
we  (hall  not  be  afraid  to  aver,  that  there  are  many 
families  in  the  Parliament,  fuperior  to  thofe  of  the 
Peers.  We  do  not,  indeed,  think  ourfelves  obliged 
to  give  credit  to  their  fabulous  genealogy,  adopted  by 
the  too  credulous  Dufourny  *  ;  and,  without  entering 
into  too  great  a  detail  on  that  fubjedl,  it  will  not  be 
improper  here  to  give  your  R.  H.  a  fummary,  at  lead, 
but  faithful  account  of  the  origin  of  feveral  Dukes. 
Your  Highnefs  will  afterwards  be  able  to  judge  whe¬ 
ther,  in  favour  of  fuch  people,  it  is  juft  to  abafe  the 
hr  ft  Company  of  the  kingdom,  and  whether  they  do 
wifely  in  attacking  it. 

We  preferve  in  our  Court  the  documents  of  ennobling 
the  two  ftrft  Dukes.  Gerault  Baftei  f  was  ennobled  by 
the  Bifhop  of  Valence,  in  1304.  He  was  fon  to  John 
Baftet,  apothecary  at  Viviers  ;  who,  according  to  the 
fame  regifter,  bought  the  eftate  of  Crulfob,  in  1300, 
of  the  heirs  of  that  houfe. 

Nicholas  de  la  Tremouille,  whofe  entertaining  genius 
obtained  him  the  favour  of  Charles  V.  was  ennobled  ' 
by  letters  patent  in  1375*  A  torrent  of  wealth  and 
honours  foon  fwelled  this  little  fpring  into  a  mighty 
fiream. 

Maximilian  de  Bethune  is  treated  like  a  man  of  no 
-pkind  of  note,  by  Marfhal  Tavannes,  in  his  Memoirs  : 
His  father,  John  de  Bethune,  was  an  adventurer,  who 
gave  out  that  he  came  from  Scotland  :  he  was  called 
Bethon,  agreeable  to  the  foreign  pronunciation.  The 
additions  to  the  memoirs  of  Caftelnau,  hint  at  the  un¬ 
certainty  of  his  origin,  by  faying  that  the  Bethunes 
of  Scotland  fprang  from  the  Bethunes  of  Flanders. 
John  de  Bethune  debauched  Jane  de  Melun,  daughter 
of  the  Lord  of  P^ofni,  and  married  her.  Andrew 
Duchdhe  has  ftnce  made  them  defcendants  from  the 
Bethunes  of  Flanders,  and  was  well  rewarded  for  it. 

I  5  Luities 

*  Auditor  of  Accounts,  author  of  the  Nobiliare  Francois.” 

-f  Rea]  name  ofyhe  Dukes  d’Uz.e$, 
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Luines *,  Brantes ,  and  Cadenet ,  were  three  brothers, 
who  had  but  one  cloak,  which  they  wore  by  turns" 
when  they  went  to  the  Louvre.  Their  father,  Ho" 
rune  Albert,  was  an  advocate  at  Mornas,  a  fmall  town 
ot  the  county,  where  lawyers  rank  with  Nobility. 
Never  was  fortune  fo  great,  nor  fo  rapid.  Charles 
Albert  was  made  Duke  de  Luines  and  Conftable: 
Brantes,  who  had  pleaded  as  an  advocate,  obtained 
ihe  title  of  Duke  of  Luxembourg  by  marriage  :  and 
Cadenet  wgs  created  Duke  de  Chaulnes.  They  are 
now  made  to  defeend  from  the  Albertis  of  Italy. 

'I  he  Cofje  Brijfucs  are  very  illuftrious,  but  not  very 
ancient.  They  once  pretended  to  be  defendants 
from  the  Colies  of  Italy,  as  may  be  feen  in  the  addL 
iions  of  Caftelnau  j  at  prefent  they  choofe  to  owe  their 
origin  to  a  family  of  Code,  in  the  county  of  Maine. 

Rene  Vignerot  f,  domeftic  and  player  on  the  lute 
to  Cardinal  Richelieu,  ferved  him  with  fo  much  dex¬ 
terity  in  his  pleafures,  that  he  confented  to  give  him 
his  filler,  who  had  fallen  in  love  with  him.  He  after¬ 
wards  obtained  for  him  the  fuccelfion  to  his  dukedom 
©f  Richelieu.  Vignerot’s  mother’s  fecond  hulhand  was 
a  falconer. 

The  Duke  de  St.  Simon’s  fortune  and  nobility  are  f(> 
recent,  that  every  body  is  acquainted  with  them.  One 
of  his  coufins  was  almofl  within  our  day  groom  to 
Madame  de  Schomberg.  The  refemblance  of  the 
arms  of  la  Vacquerie ,  which  this  family  quarters  with 
thofe  of  Verfnandois ,  gave  him  oceafion  to  fay,  that  he 
claims  his  defeent  from  a  Princefs  of  that  houfe.  In 
fadt,  the  vanity  of  this  petty  Duke  is  carried  to  fuch 
an  excefs  of  folly,  that  in  his  genealogy,  he  makes  a 
citizen,  called  le  Bojj'u ,  who  was  Judge  of  Mayenne^  . 
and  married  the  heirefs  of  the  elder  branch  of  his  fa¬ 
mily,  defeend  from  the  houfe  of  Bojfu. 

George  Vert,  the  carcafe-butcher,  would  be  greatly 
furprifed,  in  looking  down  from  the  pinnacle  of  his 
dignity,  to  fee  himfelf  the  anceftor  of  the  numerous 
•pofterity  of  La  Rochefoucault ,  RouJJi ,  &c. 

The 

*  Tfvair  true  name  is  Albert. 

•}■  Real  name  of  the  Dukes  of  Richehetn 
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The  Neuvi lie- V i lleroys  are  defcended  from  a  fifh- 
mo'nger,  clerk  of  the  kitchen  to  Francis  I.  He  is 
mentioned  in  that  quality,  in  the  Chamber  of  Accounts. 
His  fon,  Regiber  of  the  Hotel  de  Ville,  was  1  rovolt 
of  Merchants,  and  father  to  Nicholas  de  Newvtlle , 
Ufher,  and  Secretary  of  State.  '1  he  flatelinefs  ol 
Marfhal  Villeroy  can  fcarcely  reconcile  ltlelt  todo 

(lender  an  extraction,  .  . 

The  d'Eftrces  are  ennobled  only  within  250  years. 
The  Cardinal  d’E frees,  alter  much  trouble,  has  not 
been  able  to  trace  any  thing  farther.,  • 

The  Boulainvilliers ,  Boitjfers,  and  Lauzuns ,  1 5T 
years  ago  were  not  known  farther  than  the  limits  ol 

their  villages. 

The  Grammnts  have  at  laid  fettled  their  arms,  ana 
derive  them  from  th«  houfe  of  dure.  '1  he  Count  de 
Grammont  afked  the  Marfhal  one  day  what  arms  they 
should  bear  that  year.  They  owe  their  rife  to  Corij- 
anda  Dnndouiny  their  grandmother,  miftrcfs  to  Henry/ 
IV,  and  since,  to  the  alliance  of  the  Marfhal  with  the 
Cardinal  de  Richelieu, 

The  No  allies  are  defcended  from  a  lervant  of  Peter 
Roger,  Cotmt  de  Beaufort,  Vifcount  .dePurenne,  who 
ennobled  them,  and  made  a  fief  of  a  little  corner  of 
the  Noailles  ebate,  where  that  fervant  was  born.  The 
Montmorins  are  in  poffefTion  of  the  title,  which  they 
would  never  give  up  to  the  Duke  of  Bouillon  during 
•their  quarrel.  E)e  E  outlies,  hiiliop  of  Acqs,  in  the 
year  1556,  bought  a  part  of  the  eflate  ol  Noailles 
from  the  Lignerat  family,  and  in  the  year  1559  he 
purchafed  the  remainder  of  the  eflate  and  the  cable. 
The  family  of  Montmorin  bill  preferve  a  piece  of  ta¬ 
pe  bry,  in  which  one  of  the  Noailles  family  is  feen  put¬ 
ting  difhes  upon  the  table.  The  bock  of  this  arrogant 
family  was  very  low. 

Charles  de  la  Porte  *,  Marfhal  de  lu>Meilleraye,  fa¬ 
ther  of  the  late  Duke  of  Maznrin ,  was  fon  to  a  famous 
advocate  in  this  Parliament,  whofe  father  was  a*"&po- 
thecary  at  Partenai.  This  Marfhal,  whofe  mother  was 

aunt 


*  Real  name  of  the  Dukes  of  IvWar.i*, 
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K.J.'S”1  of  R“*"'  ~td  “•  r«» 

fon^of  FtTiI  [tV°Urt  iS  ^e^cenc3‘ec^  from  a  baftard 
was  VtT  L°P  T°f  Pa>'CUX-  7^*  SHarcourt  Beuvron 

2oS  2  °f  Judge  0f  Caen  in  1  554-  His  Ton  was 
choien  wuh  fome  more  citizens  children,  to  drew 

cjt  rS  -ef°re  **eni7  1V>  at  hls  Public  entry  in  that 
Caen  ^  ln  tlle  book  of  the  antiquities  of 

*n.a  l]Q  Huke  d  l.  per  non.  Rouillac,  a  famous  geneala- 

gdt,  has  informed  us,  that  the  Pardaillans  *  Monte f pan, , 

fended  from  a  baftard  of  a  Canon  of  Leytou^  in 
balcony.  J  y 

Canuen  tie  Vi  liars,  Regifter  of  Condrieux  in  i486  as 
well  as  his  father  Claude  de  Villars.  His  nephew  en- 
joyed  the  letters  dr  Nobleffe  he  had  obtained,  and,  af- 
-er  having  been  a  country  farmer,  was  reftored  on  the 
10th  of  February  1586. 

,  ^J  IlC  Potiers,  .Dukes  de  Gefvres,  and  de  T-remes ,  are 
<ielcended  from  members  come  from  the  Parliament, 
und  thole  not  of  the  beft  families.  Other  houfes  have 
bad  employments  there.  One  John  de  Mailli  was 
Co unfell or  m  the  Court  under  Charles  VJ. 

1  he  Clerjnont  7 onnerres  were  only  Counfellors  of  the 
Dauphin  de  Viennois ;  and  as  to  the  other  Clermonts, 
among  whom  is  the  Bifhop  de  Laon,  what  were  they 
before  the  marriage  of  Francis  de  Chatte ,  with  the  wi~ 
oow  of  one  Polignac ,  whofe  fervant  he  had  been  ? 

Such,  Sir,  is  the  extraction  of  a  conliderable  part? 
of  the  Peers  of  the  realm  ;  but  neither  among  thefc, 
nor  among  the  others  whom  we  do  not  name  here,  is 
there  any  one,  without  exception,  who,  has  not  fome 
alliance  with  the  robe  ;  and  they  have  frequently  al¬ 
lied  themfelves  with  the  loweft  part  of  the  profeftion  j 
for  we  do  not  pretend  to  deny,  that  we  have  among 
us  feveral  claftes,  which  we  diftinguifb  by  the  title 
of  the  great,  the  middle,  and  the  lower  order  of  the 
robe. 

It  is  neverthelefs  thefe  people  who  compare  them¬ 
felves  to  the  Dukes  of  Burgundy  >  of  Cayenne ,  and  of 
Normandy  $  and  to  the  Counts  of  Flanders ,  of  Cham- 
* 

*  Name  of  the  Dukes  d’Epernon?  now  extinSt. 
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fnign,  and  of  Touloufe ,  It  is  thefe  people  who  are 
caballing  to  reduce  the  legitimated  Princes  of  the 
Blood  to  the  rank  of  their  peerage,  who,  not  content¬ 
ed  with  treating  the  Parliament  with  contempt,  would 
make  the  Nobility  give  place  to  them,  expedt  from 
them  the  title  of  Monfeigneur  in  their  letters,  refufmg 
them  the  right  hand  at  their  houfes,  and  would 
■even  obtain  didindtions,  hitherto  unheard  of,  and  re~ 
fufe  *,  to  meafure  their  fwords  with  Gentlemen.  In 
a  word,  it  is  thefe  people,  who,  forgetting  that  they 
compote  a  part  of  the  Parliament,  dare  to  rank  among 
the  commonalty  this  Company,  the  mod  augud  in  the 
kingdom. 

f  Postponed  till  the  King’s  majority. 


N°.  III. 

Account  of  the  General  Affembly  of  the  Proprietors  of  the 
IVefern  Company ,  and  the  India  Company  united  to  it, 
(Of  the  30th  of  December  1  7  1 9.) 

IN  the  year  1719,  on  the  30th  day  of  December  In 
the  morning,  in  the  General  Adembly  of  the  Wed- 
ern  and  India  Companies,  convoked  by  public  notice, 
in  obfervance  of  the  article  XLII.  of  the  letters  patent 
for  the  edabliiliment  of  the  faid  Wedern  Company,  and 
of  the  article  of  the  edidt  fignifying  the  coalition  of  the 
faid  Company  with  the  India  Company  ;  in  which  af- 
fembly,  holden  in  the  upper  gallery  of  the  hotel  of 
the  Bank  Royal,  were  prefent  his  R.  H.  the  Duke  of 
Orleans,  his  R.  H.  the  Duke  of  Chartres,  his  R.  H, 
the  Duke  of  Bourbon,  Princes  of  the  Blood,  and  other 
great  and  diftinguifhed  perfons  of  the  kingdom  ;  as 
alfo  M.  Law,  Dire&or  General  of  the  faid  Company, 
and  of  the  faid  Bank  Royal  ;  the  thirty  private  Direc¬ 
tors  of  the  faid  India  Company,  and  of  the  affairs  ap¬ 
pertaining  to  it  and  the  proprietors  themfelves,  to 
the  number  of  more  than  two  thoufand. — After  the 
Princes  of  the  Blood  and  the  Nobles  had  taken  their 

feats, 

*  Perhaps  from  other  motives,  than  thofe  of  vanity. 

Sentence  of  the  Duke  of  Orleans, 
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feats,  M.  Corneau,  pleader  in  the  Council,  and  of  the 
faid  Diredlors  of  the  India  Company,  faluted  his  R. 
H.  the  Regent,  and  in  the  name  of  the  faid  Directors 
fpoke  as  follows  ; 

“  Monseigneur, 

cc  The  general  Proprietors  of  the  Weftern  and  India 
“  Companies,  convoked  by  the  confent  of  your  R.  H. 
“  for  the  obfervance  of  the  article  XLH.  of  the  letters 
“  patent  for  the  eftablifihment  of  the  Weftern  Com- 
“  pany,  and  ol  the  article  of  the  edict  of  coalition 
“  that  hath  been  made  between  that  and  the  India 
“  Company,  has  two  principal  objects  in  view. 

“  The  one  is,  to  communicate  to  the  Proprietors 
“  what  hath  been  done  by  the  Directors  for  and  in 
<c  the  name  of  the  Company  fince  the  1  aft  meeting,  in 
u  order  that  the  fame  may  be  ratified  and  approved  of 
u  by  the  Proprietors. 

“  1  lie  other  is,  to  prefent  to  the  Proprietors  the  ba- 
14  lance  of  the  receipts  and  difhurfements,  in  order  to 
6i  certify  the  produce  that  is  to  form  the  dividend  of  the 
fhares. 

“  With  regard  to  the  firft  point,  the  Directors  are 
a  abloto  fatisfy  the  Proprietors,  by  expofing  to  them 
all  that  has  been  done  for  and  in  the  name  of  the 
c<  Company  fince  the  laft  general  meeting. 

“  But  with  regard  to  the  balance  of  the  receipts  and 
difhurfements,  it  has  not  been  poffible  for  the  Di- 
redlors  to  fettle  and  draw  it  out,  confidering  the 
a<  great  number  of  affairs  that  have  been  joined  to  thofe 
u  of  the  Company,  and  trufled  to  the  care  of  the  Di- 
u  redlors;  which  hath  fcarce  left  them  time  fufficient 
6t  to  fettle  the  necefiary  regulations  for  a  prudent  ad- 
miniflration. 

“  In  fact,  to  cftablifh  the  Colonies  of  Louifiana,  to 
t(  fend  off  the  fliips  laden  with  rich  cargoes  to  the 
“  Indies,  to  reanimate  the  commerce  with  Africa  and 
the  northern  countries,  to  eftablifh  the.adminifiration 
“  of  the  Farms  General,  to  treat  with  his  Majefty 
for  the  alienation  of  ftriking  the  coin  for  nine  years 
u  and  for  the  refining,  to  adminifter  the  general  re- 

44  ceipts 
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tj  ceipts  of  twenty  generalities  in  the  kingdom  and  of 
««  the  countries  where  States  are  holden,  to  offer  to 
«<  lend  to  his  Majefty  fifteen  hundred  millions  of  livres* 
«<  to  be  employed  towards  the  difcharge  of  the  nation- 
al  debt,  to  deliver  to  the  public  one  hundred  and 
«<  fifty  millions  f  of  new  ihares  ;  all  thefe  affairs, 
«  which  were  intruded  to  the  care  of  the  Directors, 
«  furnifh  fo  many  evident  reafons  which  have  not  per- 
«  mitted  them  to  form  their  general  balance  to  prefent 
“  it  to  the  Proprietors  at  this  meeting. 

«  Neverthelefs,  although  the  balance  cannot  be 
«  fettled,  and  the  produce  dated,  the  Proprietors  may 
“  be  affured  that  every  thing  paffes  for  the  good  and 
«  advantage  of  the  Company;  that  the  colonies  ci 
“  Louifiana  are  going  on  profperoufly  ;  that  the  trade 
“  to  India,  and  that  to  Africa,  and  to  the  north,  are 
“  affuming  new  vigour that  the  produce  of  the  Farms 
“  General  is  vifibly  increafing  ;  that  there  will  be  very 
s<  confiderable  profits  arifing  from  the  adminiflration 
and  ftriking  of  the  coin,  and  from  the  refining  of 
u  the  materials  ;  that  the  Company  wifli  to  oecono- 
mixe  the  expences  of  taxations,  and  of  the  emolu- 
“  ments  given  to  the  Receivers  General  of  Finance, 
u  fo  that  the  dividend  of  the  old  fhares  of  the  Weftern 
“  Company  might  be  fixed  at  prefent  at  the  proportion 
4<  of  40  per  cent,  and  a  like  dividend  for  the  hundred 
“  and  fifty  millions  of  the  new  fhares  in  the  India 
u  Company/3 

The  Regent  interrupted  the  fpeaker  in  this  plaee, 
and  faid,  that  the  whole  of  the  old  and  new  adlions 
confiding  of  300  millions  J,  it  was  therefore  120  mil¬ 
lions  §  that  were  to  be  diftributed  to  the  Proprietors 
in  the  year  1720. 

M.  Law  faid,  Yes,  Mbnfeigneur ,  and  added,  that 
-the  new  Proprietors  could  not  partake  of  this  dividend 
till  after  the  complete  payment  of  their  fubferiptions, 
that  is  to  fay,  in  the  month  of  July  1720,  unlefs  they' 

chofe 

Sixty-two  millions  five  hundred  thoufand  pounds. 

F  Six  millions  two  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  pounds 
Twelve  minions  five  hundred  thoufand  pound*, 

§:  Five  miUfofts, 
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choie  rather  to  fulfil  their  fubfcriptions  at  prefenf ; 
which  he  thought^  equitable  to  leave  to  their  option! 
He  added  Jikewiie,  that  a  dividend  of  4  per  cent, 
fhould  be  given  to  the  new  fhares  for  the  year  1718* 
and  as  much  for  the  year  1719. 

The  Regent  refumed  the  difeourfe,  and  faid,  that 
this  muft  be  by  a  retroadive  effed,  fmee  the  fubfcrip¬ 
tions  had  not  been  delivered  in  till  the  end  of  1719. 
M.  Law  anfwered,  Yes,  Monfeigneur  ;  and  the  Ailem- 
bly  applauded  by  clapping  of  hands. 

Afterwards,  a  known  Proprietor,  who  was  near  the 
table  of  the  Affembly,  demanded  permiffion  to  fpeak 
— which  being  granted  him,  he  a  Heed,  if  the  new  Pro¬ 
prietors,  who  Zhou  Id  fulfil  from  that  time  their  fubfcrip¬ 
tions  in  one  fingle  payment,  would  not  be  treated 
more  favourably  than  thofe  who  fhould  only  fulfil 
their  payments  in  the  month  of  July,  and  if  the  firfl 
would  not  have  fome  preference  ? 

The  Regent  did  him  the  honour  to  anfwer  him,  and 
faid,  that  it  was  not  poffible  to  grant  any  preference 
to  the  mold  adive,  becaufe  it  was  neceffary  that  the 
lot  of  all  the  Proprietors  fhould  be  equal,  and  that  no¬ 
thing  could  be  given  to  fome  without  deduding  from 
the  others. 

M.  Law  added,  that  thofe  Proprietors  who  fhould 
make  good  their  fubfcriptions  immediately,  would  have 
an  evident  advantage,  inafmuch  as  they  would  receive 
20  per  cent,  for  their  iliares  during  the  firft  fix  months; 
whereas  the  Proprietors  who  mould  not  complete 
their  payments  tiiJ  the  month  of  July,  would  not  be 
inti  tied  to  any  benefit  till  the  laft  fix  months  in  the 
year.  The  Company  did  not  applaud  this  declaration. 

M.  Corneau  afterwards  refumed  his  difeourfe,  by 
enumerating  fucceffively  twenty  articles,  the  ratifica¬ 
tion  of  which  was  propofed  to  the  Diredors.  It  would 
be  neecilefs  to  mention  them  here,  as  thefe  twenty  ar¬ 
ticles  had  only  in  view  the  coalition  of  the  India  with 
the  Weflern  Company,  and  the  union  of  all  the  affairs 
that  have  been  joined  to  the  India  Company,  which 
Includes-  the  Weftern.  The  above-named  M- Corneau 
Immediately  read,  upon  each  of  thefe  articles,  the 

letters 
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letters  patent  and  decrees  pointing  out  thefe  fair!  coa¬ 
litions,  and  efpecially  the  letters  of  fettlement  for  the 
India  Company,  thofe  of  the  decree  by  which  the  leafc 
of  the  Farms  General  of  Aymard  Lambert  was  annul¬ 
led,  and  of  the  decree  refpeding  the  alienation  of  the 
coin,  and  the  privileges  of  refining  ;  all  which  letters 
patent  and  decrees  are  very  extenlive,  befide  which 
they  are  publifhed  ;  the  reading  of  them,  therefore, 
which  took  up  an  hour  at  the  meeting,  would  be  ufe- 
lefs  in  this  account. 

After  the  enumeration  ofthefe  twenty  articles,  known 
to  the  whole  Aflembly  by  the  decrees  publifhed  at  the 
time,  the  above-named  M.  Corneau  proceeded  to  pro- 
pofe  fome  new  articles,  which  called  up  the  attention 
of  the  Company,  and  occafioned  univerfal  filence. 

The  firfi:  article  propofed,  was  to  render  tobacco  a 
mercantile  commodity,  by  changing  the  fpecial  grant, 
which  was  the  cbjedt  of  leafing  it,  into  a  duty  of  import. 

The  Regent  replied — that  without  doubt  the  Direc¬ 
tors  had  examined  the  produce  that  was  to  be  expecled 
from  a  duty  of  import ;  that  he  underftood  well  it  would 
give  a  greater  facility  to  trade  ;  but  that  he  fhould  de¬ 
pend  upon  the  refearches  of  the  Directors,  to  be  affur- 
ed  whether  the  produce  of  a  duty  of  import  would  be 
equal  to  the  leafe., 

The  fecond  article  propofed  was  concerning  the  du¬ 
ty  or  tax  to  be  gathered  upon  the  cottons  of  Louifiana, 
This  article  was  not  treated  in  a  very  intckigd.de  man¬ 
ner  ;  it  was  not  even  difcufled,  but  palled  without  ex¬ 
amination. 

The  third  article  propofed  w as,  to  permit  the  India 
Company  to  eftablifih  magazines  in  all  the  harbours  and 
ports  ot  the  kingdom,^  and  even  in  fev^ral  other  cities 
named  in  the  memorial  that  was  read  :  into  which  ma¬ 
gazines,  all  the  hemp  that  was  thrafhedin  the  kingdom 
ihould  be  obliged  to  be  carried  by  thofe  who  had  ga¬ 
thered  it,  and  that  the  India  Company  ihould  pay 
them  for  it  at  different  prices,  refoedling  the  fituation 
of  the  magazines,  and  according  to  a  fixed  rate  5  which 
was  alfo  read  at  full  length. 

This 
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This  article,  though  equally  important,  and  not  lefs 
extenfne  in  its  contcquences,  was  not  difeufi'ed  at  the 
meeting;  it  teemed,  upon  the  whole,  to  meet  with  the 

Regents  approbation,  but  with  reference  to  a  fuller  ex¬ 
amination. 

The  fourth  article  propofed,  was  the  remonftrance 
O.  the  Directors  ;  who  required, that  they  ftiould  be  al- 
lowe  to  withdraw  i  50  of  the  200  fhares  they  had  de¬ 
posited. at  their  entrance  into  the^Wedern  Company,  as 
a  fecurity  tor  their  adminiftration. 

I  he  motive  of  this  claim,  propofed  by  M.  Corneau 
dieir  Counfellor,  was,  that  at  the  time  of  the  fettle  - 
ment  of  the  Weftern  Company,  thefe  two  hundred 
/hares  were  not  worth  more  than  100,000  livres  *,  but 
that  now,  at  the  price  to  which  they  were  raifed,  they 
made  a  fund  of  two  millions  of  livres  fo  that  the  hfty 
/hares  which  they  propofed  leaving  in  the  cheft, 
amounted  to  500,000  livres  f,  which  exceeded  by 
four-fifths  the  fund  of  100,000  livres  §,  which  they  had 
meant  to  depofit  in  order  to  be  appointed  Dire&ors  of 
the  Weftern  Company.  To  this  M.  Corneau  added, 
that  although  the  intereft  of  the  Directors  Teemed  ra¬ 
ther  apparent  in  this  propofal,  which  they  confidered 
as  a  juft  one,  yet  the  benefit  of  the  Proprietors  was  no 
lefs  interefted  in  it  ;  becaufe  when  it  ftiould  become  ne~ 
ceftary,  either  from  the  death  of  fome  one  of  them,  or 
from  the  urgency  and  multitude  of  affairs  annexed  to 
the  India  Company,  to  replace  any  of  the  prefent 
Directors,  or  to  increafe  their  number,  as  the  fitu- 
ation  of  the  Directors  was  to  be  perfectly  equal,  it 
would  be  difficult  to  find,  united  in  the  fame  perfons, 
fufficient  property  to  make  up  a  fund  of  two  millions  (|, 
which  ftiould  remain  as  a  depofit  in  the  cheft,  and,  at 
the  fame  time,  fufficient  knowledge  and  ability  to  con- 
duff  the  affairs  committed  to  their  care  ;  by  which  both 
the  Adminiftrators  and  the  Proprietors  might  fuffer  con- 
fiderablv. 

The 

*  Upwards  of  four  thoufand  pounds. 

•p  Between  eighty-three  and  eighty-four  thoufand  pounds* 

%  Near  twenty-one  thoufand  pounds. 

^  Upwards  of  four  thoufand  pounds, 
jj  Upwards  of  eighty-three  thoufand  pounds* 
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The  Regent  replied — that  although  the  funds  ad¬ 
vanced  by  each  of  the  Direftors,  amounted  at  prefent 
to  two  millions  of  livres*,  yet  this  was  an  event  which 
they  could  not  have  expected  at  the  time  of  then  acced¬ 
ing  to  the  condition  of  leaving  them  in  depofit ;  that 
thefe  two  millions  had  (till  only  coft  them  originally 
100,000  livres  f ,  which  brought  them  at  prelent  <1  di¬ 
vidend  of  forty  thoufand  livres  and  that  they  could 
not  therefore  place  their  funds  more  fecurely,  nor  to 
better  advantage;  that,  befides,  the  Directors  would 
diferedit  the  Company,  if  they  infilled  upon  withdraw¬ 
ing  a  part  of  their  dock  from  it,  becaule  they  could  not 
turn  it  to  a  better  ufe. 

Matters  remained  as  they  were  upon  this  article,  and 
the  affair  of  the  Quinc-ampoix  Street  was  then  brought 
upon  the  carpet. 

M.  Corneau  faid,  in  order  to  put  a  hop  to  the  abules 
and  impofitions  daily  pradtifed  in  the  negotiating  hiares 
upon  the  fpot,  that  the  Directors  afked  of  the  Bank 
Royal  to  eftablifh  a  double  office,  at  the  gate  of  which 
ihould  be  pohed  up,  every  day,  the  price  of  the  fhares, 
at  the  handard  of  the  ilock,  according  to  which  ftand- 
ard  the  Bank  on  one  hde  would  buy,  and  on  the  other 
would  fell  and  deliver  fubferiptions  to  all  thofe  who 
ihould  prefent  themfelves. 

The  Regent  required  home  explanation  upon  this 
point  from  M.  Law.  His  anfwer  was  not  heard  by 
the  Ahembly :  but  we  may  judge  of  it  by  that  of  the 
Regent  to  him  ;  who  replied  in  the  following  words : 
I  under  (land  that  is  to  fay,  that  a  jlockbroker ,  -who  is 
commiffioned  by  an  individual  to  buy  or  fell  fubferiptions , 
hath  it  in  his  power,  by  the  continual  variation  of  their 
price,  from  one  hour  to  another ,  to  fay ,  that  he  has  bought 
them  at  a  dearer ,  or  fold  them  at  a  cheaper  rote ,  and  may 
by  this  means  convert  this  variation  to  his  own  benefit ,  to 
the  prejudice  of  the  public.  1  therefor  e  think  the  eft a- 
bli/kmentof  an  office ,  for  buying  and  felling  at  the  Bank , 
-very  neceffiary  to  prevent  thefe  impofitions . 

It 

*  Upwards  of  eighty-three  thoufand  pounds, 

-f  Upwards  of  f'Ur  thoufand  pounds. 

J  Between  one  and  two  thoufand  pounds. 
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It  was  afterwards  refolved,  that  this  office  fhould  be 
opened  on  the  25th  of  January;  but  the  event  has 
prevented  the  exportation  of  the  public  from  beina  ful- 
*  ed.  The  Aifembly  applauded  with  loud  acclamati- 

It  was  thought  that  the  article  refpefting  the  Direr, 
tors  was  completely  fettled  ;  but  M.  Law  put  it  acrain 
upon  i lie  hoard,  and  propofed  to  indemnify  the  Direc- 
tors  by  an  increafe  of  their  falaries  ;  which  were  imme- 
yiateiv  fixed  by  the  Regent  at  30,000  Jivres  *,  each, 
lnlread  of  6,000  f,  which  they  received  before. 

A  I.  Co  me  au  I  poke  again,  to  afk,  in  the  name  of  th& 
Dn  colors,  that  they  iliould  be  impowered,  as  well  to 
do  arid  regulate  whatever  they  iliould  think  fit  for  the 
benefit  and  ad  vantage  of  the  Proprietors,  as  to  increafe 
the  ntimber  of  Diredors,  according  to  the- exigency  of 
adairs.  The  Secretary  then  brought  the  regifler  of  the 
deliberations  5  in  which  fomething  was  written,  which 
was  fuppofed  to  be  the  fettlement  of  the  Diredlors  faJa- 
nes.  The  regifler  was  then  prefented  to  the  Regent, 
who  figned  the  deliberations,  anTrofe  up  ;  the  whole* 
Court  followed  him,  and  the  regifler  remained  upon  the 

board,  where  all  the  Proprietors  were  admitted  to  fign 
it. 


N°.  V. 


Origin,  names ,  qualities ,  &c.  of  the  Farmers  General, 
from  the  year  1720  till  the  year  1  75 1 , 

I. 

A  Dine.  This  family  takes  its  origin  from  Bur- 
,  gundy,  towards  Auxerre.  They  are  nearly  re¬ 
lated  to  the  Viltars,  wine-merchants  at  Paris,  and  at 
Porte  a  F Angitis.  The  father  of  the  Farmer  General, 
having  fucceffively  gone  through  the  lowed  employ¬ 
ments.,  became  Deputy-Farmer,  after  he  had  been  a 

long 

*  Twelve  hundred  and  fifty  pounds, 
k  Two  hundred  and  fifty  pounds. 
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Jong  time  Diredor.  The  fon  was  Deputy-Farmer  in 
his  father’s  life-time :  he  fucceeded  him,  and  was  ap¬ 
pointed  Diredor  of  the  India  Company  in  1719.  He 
was  likewile  one  of  the  Managers  which  were  added 
to  the  Company  about  that  time.  He  was  one  oi  thole 
fingular  men,  whole  capacity  embraced  every  objed. 
The  farms  he  uncerftoodin  afuperior  degree,  and  pof- 
fefled  the  uncommon  talent  cl  precifion.  He  was  a 
meiuber  of  the  French  Academy,  an  honour  to  which 
few  financiers  aipire.  He  bought  the  marquifate  or 
Villefavin,  which  his  children  dill  enjoy.  He  was 
turned  out  of  his  place  becaufe  30.000  livres  *,  in 
old  and  new  fpecie,  were  found  at  his  houfe,  notwith- 
Ilanding  the  order  given  out  by  a  decree  of  Council, 
which  forbade  any  private  man  from  keeping  in  his 
houfe  above  500  livres  f.  He  was  betrayed  by  one 
of  his  footmen,  whom  he  had  reprimanded  with  more 
fharpnefs  than  ufual,  one  day,  when  he  had  the 
gout  in  a  more  violent  degree  than  ordinary  ;  of  which 
he  died  at  the  age  of  37  or  38  years,  much  regretted 
by  his  family. 

II. 

Bergeret  was  brother  to  the  wife  of  M.  Paris, 
and  was  called  la  Montagne,  being  the  fecond  of  four 
brothers,  who  bore  the  name  of  his  wife.  was 

appointed  Farmer  Generalunder  the  diredionof  Charles 
Cordier,  in  1721,  hi  the  adminif  ration  of  M.  !e  J  Pel¬ 
letier  de  la  Houflaye,  Comptroller  General  of  finances. 

Pie  was  continued  in  the  fucceedmg  leafe  of  the 
farms  by  a  manoeuvre'  of  the  Duke  de  Villerov,  who 
obtained  an  unguarded  pro  mi  fa  from  Cardinal  Fleuri, 
for  the  appointment  of  a  perfon  whofe  name  he  t’ id 
not  mention.  When  he  heard  that  It  was  for  Berge¬ 
ret,  he  was  near  falling  into  a  fwT.n,  as  evei  body 
who  had  been  proteded  by  the  Duke  of  Bourbon, 
Prime  XVilnifher  §  before  him,  or  who  had  any  connec¬ 
tions 

^  One  thoufand  two  hundred  and  fifty  pounds. 

p  Twenty  pounds. 

t  This  Pelletier  was  net  of  the  fame  family  as  the.  Pelletier 
^belonging  to  the  Parliament. 

§  Difgraced  the  14th  of  June,  1716. 
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lions  with  the  brothers  Paris,  was  odious  at  that  time, 
hie  could  not  however  go  from  his  word,  having 
given  it  in  a  manner  that  made  it  almoft  impoflible  for 
him  to  withdraw  it.  This  Bergeret  was  a  laborious 
man,  of  a  ierious  turn,  of  ealy  manners,  and  very  re¬ 
gular,  remarkably  upright,  and  free  from  pride.  He 
had  a  large  family,  which  he  brought  up  very  well, 
and  to  which  he  was  very  much  attached,  notwith¬ 
standing  his  having  been  a  widower  for  a  long  time, 

Bergeret  has  been  dead  fome  years,  but  his  foil  is 
alive.  He  is  Receiver  General  of  finances,  and  cele¬ 
brated  for  his  tafte  in  the  fine  arts. 

III. 

Brissard,  a  native  of  the  town  ofMeuJan,  was 
Provofl  in  that  little  place,  and  would  never  have  been 
promoted,  if  chance  had  not  placed  his  brother  with 
Cardinal  Fleuri,whofe  Chaplain  he  was  ;  he  became  af¬ 
terwards  his  Steward.  The  Cardinal,  from  the  firfl  year 
of  his  adminiffration,  placed  Briffard’s  brother,  the  Pro- 
voft,  in  the  under-leafes  of  the  farms,  and  afterwards 
in  the  contrail  for  the  fale  of  offices  of  the  ports,  and 
other  places  at  Paris,  from  which  he  had  a  profit  of  two 
fous  f ,  while  his  affociates  had  but  one  :  he  gained  im- 
menfe  fums  by  this,  as  well  as  by  furnifhing  bedding 
for  the  army  hofpitals,  and  by  the  provifion-contradl  for 
the  army  in  Italy,  in  1733  J.  He  was  afterwards  Far¬ 
mer  General.  He  had  been  obliged  to  give  up  the 
place  of  Provofl  at  Meulan,  on  being  fufpeiled  of  hav¬ 
ing  received  money  to  fuffer  a  man  to  maJce  his  efeape, 
who  had  deferved  to  be  hanged.  He  was  brutal,  in- 
folent,  vain,  and  not  very  knowing  in  bufineffi.  He 
did  not  fpend  much  money  at  Paris,  though  he  was 
very  profufe  at  his  eflate  at  Trie!,  which  he  had  acquir¬ 
ed  fince  he  was  Farmer  General. 

He  died  in  1753.  His  fon  fucceeded  him  as  Farmer 
General,  and  married  the  daughter  of  the  Marquis  de 
Thiard,  t>f  the  French  Academy.  Briflard  had  bought, 

fome 

•f  A  penny. 

%  With  a  perfon  of  the  name  of  Marquet,  formerly  corn-mer¬ 
chant  at  Bourdeaux,  Barjac,  valet-de-chambre  to  the  Cardinal, 
was  alio  a  partner. 
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fome  years  before,  the  hotel  d’Armenonville,  rue  Pla¬ 
in  ere  ;  he  found  he  had  not  room  enough  in  it, 
and  was  juft  going  to  lay  out  a  hundred  thoufand 
crowns  §  in  embellifhments  when  he  died.  He  had  a 
large  library,  collected  by  the  Abbe  BrifTard,  who  had 
pilfered  almoft  all  Cardinal  Fleuri’s  books  to  complete 
it. 

The  fon  has  fince  been  (truck  off  the  lift  of  the  Soix- 
nntes ,  by  the  Comptroller  General  Laverdy,  on  account 
of  his  infolent  luxury. 

IV. 

Bonnevie.  This  man  began  by  the  loweft  em¬ 
ployments  in  finance,  and,  by  dint  of  fupplenefs  and 
cunning,  contrived  to  appropriate  to  himfelf  an  inhe¬ 
ritance  that  did  not  belong  to  him,  and  which  after-, 
wards  facilitated  to  him  the  means  of  entering  into  the 
under-farms  of  the  domains  and  other  cuftoms,  which 
he  underftood  very  well.  He  was  appointed  Farmer 
General  in  1721,  under  the  Miniftry  of  M.  le  Pelletier 
de  la  Houffaye,  and  was  continued  in  the  following 
ieafe  in  1726. 

He  was  a  laborious  man,  but  ill-tempered,  brutifh, 
and  extremely  fevere,  particularly  in  his  manners, 
having  no  fort  of  politenefs. 

V. 

Bouret.  He  was  the  Ton  of  Bouret,  who  had 
Teen  footman  to  M.  Ferriol,  Ambaffador  at  the  Porte, 
and  had  married  Madame  FerrioPs  woman.  This 
footman  was  the  fon  of  a  peafant,  a  native  of  Mants. 
He  died  Secretary  to  the  King  in  the  Grand  College, 
He  was  concerned  in  feveral  affairs,  among  others,  in 
fubfifting  the  troops,  and  in  the  conveying  of  the  fait 
of  the  kingdom ;  by  which  he  gained  confiderable 
fums.  Bouret  was  appointed  Farmer  General  in  the 
leafe  of  Nicholas  Defboves.  He  married  the  daughter 
of  Tellez  d’Acofta,  who  was  Contractor  for  provifions, 
under  the  proteflion  of  the  Marquis  of  Breteuil,  Mi- 
ni^ler  and  Secretary  for  the  War  department. 

He 

§  Twelve  thoufand  five  hundred  pounds. 
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He  had  tus  charge  of  fupplying  Provence  with  corn. 
It  was  in  that  critical  employment  that  this  good  citi¬ 
n'1  conducted  hnnfeif  with  fo  much  prudence,  wifdom, 
intelligence,  and  difintereftednefs,  that,  to  perpetuate 
i  me!1>ory  or  his  good  offices,  a  gold  medal  was  ltruck 
by  order  of  the  King  ;  a  glorious  teftimony  to  him  and 
ffis  family.  t  he  King  granted  him  the  reverlion  of  a 
Farmer  General’s  place  for  M.  Bouret  de  Valroche, 
his  fecond  brother;  who  ceded  it  to  the  Sieur-  Bouret 
d  Hengny,  his  younger  brother,  on  account  of  the 
marriage  the  faid  d’Herigny  contraaed  with  Mademo- 
ilebe  Poihon,  fecond  coulin  to  the  Marchionefs  de 
Pompadour:  m  confequence  of  which,  the  King  grant¬ 
ed  to  Valroche  thepiate  of  Receiver  Generafoffi- 
nances. 

This  Bouret  died  in  1777  ;  it  was  thought  he  poi- 
loned  himlelf.  I  here  are  no  more  Farmers  General  of 
that  name. 


VI. 

Bragouse’s  family  comes  from  Languedoc;  he 
In nn ell  was  born  at  Montpellier,  and  came  to  Paris 
with  no  other  equipage  than  a  cafe  of  razors.  He 
began  the  world  like  molt  of  his  countrymen,  bv  be¬ 
ing  a  barber’s  boy. 

Law’s  fy fie m  made  him  quit  his  fliop  to  go  to  the 
rue  Quincampoix ,  where  he  made  a  very  good  fortune 
in  a  fhort  time.  He  married  a  wafherwoman  he  was 
in  love  with,  and  foon  after  bought  the  place  of  Trea- 
furer  to  tne  Kings  '  oufehold,  for  which  he  only  paid 
hall,  v  '  having  a  fufficient  flock  to  pay  more;  which 
at  lafl  proved  his  ruin.  He  had  been  in  quiet  pofTeffi- 
on  of  this  place  for  fome  years,  when  a  place  of  Far¬ 
mer  General  became  vacant,  which  he  folicited,  and 
obtained,  by  means  of  his  friend  Barjac,  valet-de» 
chambre  to  Cardinal  Fleuri.  It  was  univerfally  be¬ 
lieved,  that  they  were  to  fliare  the  profits  ;  but  as 
Bragoufe  ha  '  no  eflate  to  produce,  and  his  place  was 
not  entirely  his  own,  he  found  a  difficulty  in  advancing 
money  v  en  it  was  wanted  ;  nobody  would  lend  him 
an)-,  but  at  an  exorbitant  intereft ;  fo  that  thefe  fums 

increafmg* 
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increafing,  and  he  not  being  able  to  pay  either 
capital  or  intereft,  he  was  obliged  to  abfcond,  and 
became  a  bankrupt.  Sometime  after,  he  loft  a  caufe 
againft  the  perfon  of  whom  he  had  bought  his 
place;  he  v/as  condemned  in  cofts,  and  to  pay  the  ar¬ 
rears  in  money,  in  default  of  which,  the  feller  was 
immediately  to  have  full  poftefiion  of  and  to  enter  up¬ 
on  the  duties  of  his  office,  by  paying  to  the  faid  Bra- 
goufe  the  amount  of  what  he  had  received  from  him, 
and  in  the  fame  mode.  By  the  intereft  of  Barjac,  he 
was  allowed  a  fourth  ftiare  of  the  profits,  from*  the 
perfon  who  fucceeded  him  as  Farmer  General. 


VII. 

Camus et  was.  a  Notary  at  the  Chatelet  of  Paris, 
ton  to  the  favourite  Commiflary  of  M.  d’Argenfon  ** 
By  lome  fervices  in  his  pofteffion,  he  came  to°be  em¬ 
ployed  by  the  late  Dutchefs  of  Chateau-roux.  She 
iohcited  for  him  the  grant  of  the  firft  place  of  Farmer 
General,  that  fhould  become  vacant.  He  did  not 
however  obtain  the  firft,  becaufe  the  Lady  died  too 
loon  f.  It  was  given  to  La  Motte,  uncle  by  the  mo¬ 
ther’s  fide  to  the  Marchionefs  de  Pompadour;  but  the 
King  not  having  forgotten  him,  he  was  appointed  to 
the  fecond,  which  was  after  the  deceafe  of  Grimod- 
Dufort.  .  Camufet  died  of  the  venereal  deceafe,  at 
Nants,  in  1753,  wbere  he  was  upon  his  circuit, 

VIII. 

Caze,  originally  of  Languedoc,  of  a  good  family 
high  in  thefervice.  He  came  to  Paris  for  employment 
and  was  at  firft  Clerk  in  the  office  of  Extra-affairs! 
As  he  had  great  connexions,  he  through  their  intereft 
roamed  a  young  lady  rrom  St.  Cyr;  in  confequence  of 
this  marriage,  he  rofe  rapidly  in  the  department  of 
Lxtra-afiairs,  which  at  that  time  were  very  compre- 
henfive.  He  gained  confiderable  Turns  there,  and  after¬ 
wards  got  into  the  under  farms  of  the  Aids  of  the  Do- 

Vol.  I.  K  „  • 

mai  nsv 

*  lieutenant  of  “  Police,"  fiace  Comptroller  GeneraL 

f  In  *744- 
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mains.  Pie  was  appointed  Farmer  General  in 
and  was  continued  in  the  next  leale,  as  well  as  in  the 
iucceeding  ones. 

He  is  not  proud,  though  he  has  an  air  of  grandeur 
in  his  manners.  His  fon  has  got  the  lurvivoriliip  of 
his  place,  and  does  the  bufineis  of  it. 

He  does  not  belong  any  more  to  the  Soixante . 

IX. 

Ch  ambon,  originally  of  Languedoc,  of  a  very  low 
extraction:  it  is  even  believed  that  he  has  been  a"  foot¬ 
man.  This,  however,  is  certain,  that  from  a  petty 
Clerk  in  the  office  of  a  private  Receiver  of  the  King’s 
rents,  and  Comptroller  of  the  Provincial  decrees,  he 
became  Clerk  of  the  general  direction  of  thefe  fame 
rents  at  Montpellier,  and  gave  fo  many  proofs  of  his 
capacity  in  that  branch,  that  he  was  fent  for  to  Paris, 
and  in  the  year  171^  was  placed  at  the  head  of  one 
of  the  offices  for  fettling  the  taxes,  under  the  leafe  of 
Pillavoine,  afterwards,  in  1721,  under  the  adminiftra- 
tion  of  Charles  Cordier.  He  was  made  Sub  Farmer 
in  1726,  being  concerned  in  feveral  under  farms  by 
his  marriage  with  the  eldeft  daughter  of  M.  Beillon, 
Director  of  the  lefs  Excife  of  fait.  He  v/as  appointed 
Farmer  General  in  the  room  of  Defvieux. 

This  family  is  no  longer  among  the  Soixante. 

X. 

Chevalier  de  Montigny,  v/as  fon  to  the  for¬ 
mer  Chevalier ,  Farmer  General,  who  was  brother  to 
the  great  Chevalier ,  the  right  hand  of  M.  Colbert, 
Minifter  of  State.  They  come  from  Sedan,  where  the 
grandfather  of  this  man  was  Bailiff.  His  mother  was 
\  a  Mademoifelle  d’Augny,  of  a  family  belonging  to  the 
lav/,  in  the  city  of  Metz*,  of  which  family  there  have 
been  two  Prefidents  a  Mortier  in  the  Parliament  . of  that 
city.  She  was  aunt  to  d’Augny,  Farmer  General, 
father  to  the  prefent  Farmer  General.  This  Montig¬ 
ny ’s  father  was  very  rich,  and  very  covetous:  he  faw 
only  his  own  family.  They  owed  all  their  fortune 

to 


*  The  name  of  which  is  Eflietae; 
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to  the  contrails  for  furnifhing  the  troops  in  the  three 
bithopricks  with  provifions,  which  they  did  for  a  con- 
fiderable  time.  The  Montigny  we  are  now  fpeaking 
of,  began  by  being  Receiver  ot  the  Farms  at  Mentz, 
and  has  made  his  way  to  the  poll;  of  Farmer  General, 
which  his  father  had.  He  is  the  moll  unfeeling  man 
in  the  farms.  He  is  fo  well  known  by  his  brethren, 
that  they  have  intruded  him  with  the  examining  and 
■patting  of  all  the  bills  of  articles  furnifhed  for  the  fer- 
vice  of  the  company. 

And  indeed  his  great  eft  pleafure  is  the  finding  fome- 
thing  to  retrench,  whether  in  the  articles  provided,  or 
in  the  edimates ;  and,  if  it  may  be  faid,  to  the  praifo 
of  tome  of  his  brethren,  that  they  are  fathers  to  the 
people  employed,  this  man  is  their  tyrant. 


XI. 

Dangc.  It  is  faid,  that  he  had  been  a  footman  ; 
others  give  him  a  more  exalted  birth,  and  fay  that  he 
was  the  fon  of  a  cooper  ;  that  he  afterwards  was  Clerk 
to  M.  d’Argenfon  the  father,  then  Lieutenant  of  the 
police,  ttnee  Keeper  of  the  Seals.  His  pod  cod  him 
200,000  livres  *,  which  he  gave  to  the  perfon  who 
procured  it  for  Kirn.  He  had  married  his  daughter, 
who  is  ttnee  dead,  to  the  Marquis  de  Paulmv  d’Argen- 
fon,  then  Ambattador  in  Switzerland  f.  An  adven¬ 
ture  happened  to  him  at  the  opera,  which  deferves 
to  be  mentioned  here.  One  day,  when  he  was  at  that 
theatre,  M.  de  Berenger,  Lieutenant  General,  and  who 
had  the  blue  riband,  patted  clofe  by  him;  Dano-e 
took  him  for  one  of  his  intimates,  and  gave  him  a 
flap  on  the  face,  a  kind  of  polite  falutation  very  com¬ 
mon  among  perfons  of  his  damp;  but  on  perceiving 

^  2  his 


'*  Upwards  of  eight  thou  fa  nd  pounds. 

t  Since  Secretary  of  State  for  the  War  department  after  tfee 
dilgrace  of  his  uncle  Count  d’Argenfon,  on  the  4th  of  February 
OS7  :  was  afterwards  removed  from  that  poft,  and  fent  Am- 

b  a  (Tad  or  into  Poland,  from  whence  he  returned  in  1  764.  This 

Marquis  de  Paulmy’s  fecond  wife,  was  the  daughter  of  the  Fird 
yrefideut  of  Dijon. 
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has  miftake,  he  threw  himfelf  at  the  Count’s  feet,  and 
implored  pardon  for  his  impudence.  The  Count, 
whole  bravery  was  well  known,  and  who  could  not 
therefore  relent  fuch  an  accident,  forgave  him,  recom¬ 
mending  it  to  him,  at  the  fame  time,  to  be  lefs  fami¬ 
liar  in  future.  Dange  was  very  rich,  and  very  avari¬ 
cious,  and  was  an  infolent  coxcomb.  He  was  one  cf 
the  moll  zealous  protestors  of  la  Paris ,  with  whom  he 
ufed  to  go  and  relax  from  the  great  fatigues  of  his 
port.  #  .  * 

He  died  in  an  advanced  age,  and  extremely  rich, 

XII. 

Da  rlus  was  fon  to  a  Merchant  of  the  town  of  An- 
'gers,  and  relation  to  all  the  Darius’s,  wine-merchants 
and  woollen-drapers.  He  was  Clerk  under  Goffeau, 
Farmer  General  his  abilities  and  extraordinary  accu¬ 
racy,  raifed  him  to  the  higheft  places,  which  he  has 
always  filled  with  great  credit.  After  having  been 
Under  Farmer  of  the  fubfidies,  he  was  put  at  the  head 
of  the  Office  of  Accounts  for  export  and  import  duties, 
at  the  Hotel  of  the  Farms,  under  the  inlpedtion  of 
Charles  Cordier.  He  was  afterwards  appointed  Far¬ 
mer  General  in  the  leafe  of  1726.  Upon  the  reputation 
he  had  of  being  the  ableft  man  in  the  line  of  finance, 
and  upon  the  character  given  him  by  M.  de  la  Porte, 
Accountant  General  of  the  farms,  M.  le  Pelletier 
Desforts,  in  looking  over  the  lift  of  the  Farmers  Gene¬ 
ral,  inferted  the  name  of  M.  Darius,  among  the  ten 
places  that  were  to  be  given  away,  though  he  only  knew 
him  by  reputation.  Darius  was  a  very  honeft  man, 
very  fweet  tempered,  completely  polite,  and  very  cha¬ 
ritable.  He  left  two  daughters,  who  are  married, 
the  one  to  Thiroux,  and  the  other  to  M.  Daleray,  a 
Lawyer. 

XIII. 

De  Be  atjfort  was  of  a  family  of  fome  rank,  but 
<fras  not  very  rich.  He  had  been  employed  very  young, 
and  had  fucceeded  tolerably  well  ;  fo  that,  after  having 
been  Director  of  Extra-affairs,  in  the  time  of  the  late 

King , 
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King,  he  had  a  fhare  in  a  number  of  contra&s;  while 
M.  de  Chamillart  was  Minifter,  by  which  he  was  a 
conftderable  gainer.  He  was  afterwards  Under  Far¬ 
mer  of  the  Aids,  appointed  Farmer  general  in  1721, 
and  continued  in  the  leafe  of  1726.  He  married  his 
daughter  to  M*  Boulongne  *,  Firil  Clerk,  and  now  In- 
tendant  of  finances.  This  Beaufort  was  an  able  man 
in  many  refpedts,  very  honelt,  but  extremely  parfimo- 
nious. 


XIV, 

De  Be  ArmoNT  was  for  a  long  time  in  a  low  rank 
in  the  Farms  General,  where,  after  having  filled  feve- 
ral  of  the  firil:  employments,  he  was  for  his  capacity 
advanced  to  the  ppft  of  Dire^or  General  of  the  Farm# 
in  the  department  of  Amiens. 

He  was  appointed  Farmer  General  under  M.  Orry  f, 
^Comptroller  General  in  1730.  He  is  of  a  creditable 
tradesmans  family,  a  tolerable  honeft  man,  and  verj 
laborious.  . 


XV. 

De  Guisy,- defeended  from  a  family  of  Andely,  m 
Normandy ;  himfelt  fon  of  a  furgeon  of  that  place. 
He  married  a  niece  of  la  Haye,  Farmer  General,  who 
was  his  patron.  He  was  afterwards  travelling  Clerk  of 
the  lubfidies  at  Corbeil,'  then  Circuit  Comptroller, 
an efi -afterwards  for  a  long  while  Direftor,  Under  Far¬ 
mer,  and  at  laft  Farmer  General  j  a  place  which  he 
obtained  by  his  capacity.  He  has  a  very  handfome 
country  houfe  at  Clamart  under  Meudon. 

XVI  . 

De  Delay  de  la  Garde,  a  native  of  Paris,  and 
,on  to  Delay,  Clerk  in  the  Secretary’s  office  at  the 
Hotel  oi  the  Farms.  This  mao,  the  elder  la  Garde, 
was  of  Swifs  extraction  by  his  father,  who  was  Swifis 

K  3  porter 

*  Son  to  Lewis  Boulongne,  who  was  firfl  painter  to  the  King-. 
The  port  of  Firil  Clerk  of  finances,  had  been  occupied  by  old 
^outuner,  whofe  Clerk  Boulongne  had  been, 

f  Succdfor  to  M.  Desforts. 


?98  .APPENDIX. 

porter  to  the  Cardinal  de  Bonzi,  died  in  that  poft,  and 
left  his  widow  unprovided  for.  The  fon,  for  a  begin¬ 
ning  was  placed  as  a  fupernumerary  Clerk  in  the  of- 
iice  of  M.  de  1  Epineau,  whom  he  had  ferved  as  but- 
ler,  while  he  was  one  of  the  principal  Clerks  of  M. 
Defmarets,  Comptroller  General  of  finances  in  the  de¬ 
partment  of  the  annuities  of  the  Hotel  de  Ville  at  Paris, 
it  was  in  that  family  that  M.  de  la  Garde  got  advanced 
t>y  his  aftiduity  in  bufinefs.  He  made  a  confiderable 
.fortune  by  leveral  changes  that  happened  in  that  de¬ 
partment,  by  new  eftablifhments,  and  changes  of  the 
Accountants,  Comptrollers,  and  Syndics,  having  al¬ 
ways  been  employed  in  collecting  the  payments  for 
thofe  offices.  Good  fortune  and  opportunities,  more 
than  his  capacity,  which  is  but  moderate,  railed  him 
by  degrees  to  the  office  of  Paymafter  of  the  annuities. 
He  tound  means  to  obtain  an  employment  of  the  fame 
kind  for  Rouflel,  his  father-in-law,  who  was  a  falef- 
xnan  in  the  Markets,  and  whofe  daughter  had  brought 
him  a  portion  of  150,000  livres*. 

He  afterwards  got  himfelf  appointed  King’s  Secre¬ 
tary  in  the  Grand  College,  of  which  he  is  at  prefent 
Syndic.  He  was  named  one  of  the  Farmers  General 
towards  the  end  of  Charles  Cordier’s  Ieafe,  at  the  re¬ 
commendation  of  the  Duke  du  Maine,  whofe  rents 
were  in  his  department.  It  coft  him  120,000  livres  f 
for  obtaining  this  place,  after  the  death  of  Scditis. 

He  is  a  little  man,  of  a  pleafing  countenance,  fond 
ofh  is  per  fori,  polite  to  the  greateft  degree  of  affeCfa- 
tion,  but  obftinate  beyond  example,  and  fortunate 
enough,  without  defer  viag  to  be  fo.  He  does  not  in 
die  lead:  underhand  the  finances  of  the  farms  ;  in  other 
refpeCfs,  he  is  troublefome  and  fufpicious.  He  would 
perhaps  be  more  generous,  were  it  not  for  his  wife, 
who  carries  her  ceconomy  even  to  fordidnefs.  He  has 
two  fons,  one  of  which  is  already  admitted  Paymafter 
of  annuities,  and  has  the  furvivorfihip  of  the  poft  of 
Farmer  General,  by  his  marriage  with  Mademoifelle 

de 

*  A  little  above  fix  thoufand  pounds  fterling. 
f  Five  thoufand  pounds  fterling,  paid  to  the  Duckefs  du 
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dc  Ugneviile  *.  The  other  is  Counfellor  in  the  Grand 
Council,  Mafter  of  Requefts,  and  Commander  of  the 
order  of  Saint  Lazare.  This  laft  is  very  amiable,  and 
as  generous  as  his  brother  is  parfimonious  His  father 
obtained  an  order  from  the  King  to  fend  him  to  La 
Fleche,  where  he  remained  but  fix  months,  on  account 
of  an  attachment,  more  fpiritual  than  corporal,  which 
he  was  difpofed  to  contract  with  Mademoifelle  dc 
Saint  Phalier.  It  colt  M.  de  la  Garde,  the  father, 
60,000  livres  f,  to  buy  off  the  claims  of  that  Lady  up¬ 
on  his  Ton’s  heart :  he  was  fir'd  married  to  Made¬ 
moifelle  Duval,  a  very  deferving  Lady,  and  very  well 
educated. 

Mademoifelle  Duval,  daughter  to  M.  Duval  de 
FEpiroy,  died  without  leaving  any  children,  and  M. 
de  la  Garde  was  afterwards  married  to  Mademoifelle 
Fenelon,  daughter  to  the  Marquis  de  Fenelon,  who 
has  been  Ambaffador  in  Holland. 

The  pidure  we  give  here  of  the  younger  La  Garde 
is  a  true  one,  and  forms  an  abfolute  contrail:  with  that 
of  the  elded: ;  who  has  infpired  his  wife  with  a  fpirit 
of  avarice  that  governs  him,  and  is  clearly  feen  through 
his  affedted  haughtinefs  and  magnificence. 

Their  father  died  on  the  10th  of  Odlober  1754* 
He  had  good  qualities,  which  caufed  him  to  be  re¬ 
gretted  ;  he  was  very  pious,  and  extremely  charitable. 
He  was  obliged  to  conceal  from  his  wife  the  exertions 
of  his  benevolence,  which  were  not  always  made  with 
a  good  grace.  His  family,  and  that  of  his  wife,  are 
very  poor,  and  very  numerous  ;  and  he  has  infured 
a  decent  livelihood  to  them  all,  by  his  will,  which  is 
too  long  by  three  fourths.  In  it  he  makes  a  tedious 
difcourfe  upon  the  liberrinifm  of  his  children,  with 
ehildifh  digreffions,  agreeable  to  the  chara&er  general¬ 
ly  attributed  to  him,  and  which  is  a  true  one. 

XVII. 

De  la  Borde,  of  a  very  good  family  of  merchants 
at  Bouraeaux,  originally  from  Languedoc.  He  him- 

K  4  fdf 

*  Of  the  Houfe  of  Liynevllle  in  Lorraine, 

L  Two  thoufand  five  hundred  pounds. 
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felf  was  deputed  by  that  town  to  the  Council  of  Com- 
merce  be. ore  he  was  Farmer  General.  He  is  one  of 
|Kab  eft  -nanciers  belonging  to  the  Company,  par. 
t.cularly  m  the  commercial  branch.  He  is  a  very  ho- 


•  V  v  X 


Gaillard  de  la  Bouexieri,  a  man  of  mean 

txtraftion,  who  had  been  footman,  and  afterwards 

™Iet  de  chambre  to  a  Nobleman  ;  who  got  him  an  em~ 

p  oyment  as  a  reward  for  his  fervices.  His  firft  bufi- 

ne(s  was  in  the  Domains,  where  he  applied  fo  clofely, 

that  he  became  a  very  able  man  in  a  very  fhort 
time.  J 


He  was  Director  in  that  branch  in  feveral  provinces, 
and  Farmer  Genera]  under  the  dire&ion  of  Charles 
cordier,  in  1721,  During  the  courfe  of  that  leafe,  he 
made  a  new  book  of  rates,  of  the  duties  of  Comptroll 
ot  the  records  of  Notaries,  with  indruaions  to  didin- 
guUh  the  nature  of  each  record  ;  a  very  ufefnl  work 
to  all  Receivers  and  Comptrollers  of  thofe  duties,  and 
ior  which  a  gratification  of  100,000  livres  *  was  given 
nun.  He  was  kept  in  his  place  in  the  leafe  of  1726, 
and  in  thofe  which  followed. 

He  was  a  very  laborious  man,  talked  little,  and  was 
exceedingly  harrh.  His  fon  had  the  furvivorfhip 9 
though  very  ignorant,  and  one  of  the  moll  morofe  men 
in  the  world.  He  affedts  to  be  a  man  of  virtu. 

La  Bouexiere  has  refigned  his  place  to  his  fon,  and 
is  retired  to  Gagny,  where  he  lives  like  a  Prince. 

His  fon  is  unmarried  ;  he  has  built  an  enormous  pa» 
lace  at  the  foot  of  Mont-martre.  The  building  is 
without  any  tade,  and  ill-didributed ;  the  furniture 
immenfely  rich;  there  are  25,000  livres  f  worth  of 
girandoles,  and  60,000  livres  J  of  looking-glades.  It 
only  confids  of  fix  rooms.  This  Louvre  dwindles  into 
4he  little  apartment  of  a  batchelon 


m 


*  A  little  above  four  thoufand  pounds  fterling. 
About  one  thoufand  and  forty-one  pounds  derlisg^ 
t  Two  thoufand  five  hundred  pounds. 


He  has  a  brother  (M.  de  Gagny)  Receiver  General 
of  finances,  who  is  a  very  amiable  man,  and  lives  with, 
him. 

De  la  Bouexiere  is  dead. 


XIX. 

Be  la  Gombaude  has  been  employed  for  a  long 
while  in  the  private  tobacco  farms,  of  which  he  was 
become  Director  General,  when  that  farm  was  given 
up  to  the  India  Company.  At  laft,  fome  time  after 
the  farm  of  tobacco  was  reunited  to  the  general  farms, 
he  was  appointed  to  a  Farmer  General’s  place,  which 
was JulT:  vacant  ;  but  he  did  not  keep  it  long,  death 
having  carried  him  off  too  foon.  He  left  but  a  final  I 
fortune  to  his  heirs,  tiiat  place  having  coft  him  very 
dear.  He  was  a  very  honeft  man,  laborious,  and  very 
charitable.  7 

XX. 

De  la  Have,  born  at  Paris,  and  originally  from 
LaRoche-guyon.  His  father  was  fon  to  a  farmer  of 
M.  de.  la  Roche-guyon.  Through  this  Nobleman’s 
protection,  he  was  admitted  in  the  under  farms  of 
Aids,  where  he  began  the  fortune  which  his  fon  has 
fjnce  increafed  fo  much.  This  laft  ferved  an  appren¬ 
tice  fhip  in  the  Aids  at  Corbeil,  and  at  Melun,  where 
his  father  fent  him  as  Receiver,  under  the  direction  of 
M.  Chaumat,  who  .  was  one  of  his  creatures.  As  he 
was  fond  of  pleafure,  he  did  not  think  it  necefTary  to 
apply  himfelf  to  his  profeffion,  which  did  not  pleafe 
him  much  in  the  beginning.  ^ 

,  ^  frequented  the  beftcompany  in  the  place,  gave 
palls  to  the  ladies,  and,  in  a  word,  indulged  himfelf 
tn  all  kinds  of  pleafures  ;  fo  that  at  the  end  of  feven 
or  eight  months  he  was  no  better  acquainted  with  his 
buhnejs  than  at  firft.  His  father,  wanting  to  be  in- 
formed  of  his  Ton’s  progrefs  fmce  he  had  fent  him 
away,  wrote  for  that  purpofe  to  the  Direflor.  M . 
Chaumat  owned  to  him,  that  he  had  only  minded  his 
pleasures.  He  was  ordered  to  return  to  Paris,  and 
tnefoong  leftures  which  he  received  probably  had 
their  effect  •  for  at  his  return  to  Melun,  he  attached 

^  5  himfelf 
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hlmfelr  fo  much  to  his  bufinefs,  that  at  the  end  oF 
eighteen  months,  or  two  years,  he  was  able  to  direct 
a  Court  of  Subfidies,  with  the  aftiftance  of  M.  Chau- 
mat.  His  father,  who  wanted  to  employ  him,  not 
having  then  any  Direction  vacant,  and  not  chofing  to 
fuffer  him  to  cool  about  bufinefs,  induced  the  Company 
to  confent  that  he  ftiould  be  deputed  to  diredt  the 
Court  of  Subfidies  of  Melun,  inftead  of  M.  Chaumat, 
who  was  appointed  to  that  which  was  quitted  by  young 
De  la  Haye. 

Many  perfons  will  not  look  upon  this  as  a  handfome 
proceeding.  In  fadt,  M.  Chaumat  remained  in  this 
situation  for  feveral  years  ;  but  he  loft  nothing  by  it  ; 
for  on  the  one  hand  La  Haye,  the  father,  procured 
him  fucceflively  the  diredlion  of  Montdidier  and  Amiens, 
which  are  confiderable  employments ;  on  the  other, 
M.  De  la  Haye,  the  fon  made  him  amends  for  the 
mortification  he  occafioned  him,  and  has  been  the 
means  of  his  acquiring  a  confiderable  fortune.  M.  De 
3a  Haye  has  been  for  a  long  while  Under  Farmer,  and 
was  appointed  Farmer  General  in  the  leafe  of  Armand 
Lambert,  in  1718.  He  is  in  the  fame  fituation  at  pre- 
fent,  and  is  one  of  the  ableft  men  in  the  department  of 
the  Aids.  He  is  very  harili,  and  exceedingly  referved  ; 
hrm  in  his  opinions,  not  very  obliging,  and  affedts  de¬ 
motion.  He  has  no  children,  and  is  immenfely  rich. 
He  has  two  brothers,  and  feveral  nephews  and  nieces* 
whom  he  takes  care  of. 

He  died  in  1753.  He  had  bought  of  Dupin,  Far- 
mer  General,  the  fuperb  hotel  Lambert,  fituated  on 
the  point  of  the  illand  of  St.  Louis,  which  he  has  pro- 
digioufly  enlarged.  The  catalogue  of  his  library*, 
drawn  up  by  Martin,  is  printed  in  odtavOo 

XXI. 

Dejean.  His  father  was  Under  Farmer  ©f  the  Aids 
and  Domains,  in  different  generalities.  He  is  defcend- 
<ed  from  a  very  good  family  at  Berry.  He  was  Under 
Farmer  for  a  long  while,  jointly  with  his  father.  He 
was  appointed  Farmer  General  in  1721*  and  was  one 
•4S>f  the  ten  that  were  difiaiffed, 

*  “*  r  J 
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He  Is  a  very  fenfible,  polite  man,  but  fonder  of 
pleafure  than  of  bufinefs,  without,  however,  hurting 
his  affairs.  He  is  at  prefent  one  of  the  Farmers  of 
the  gunpowder  and  faltpetre  magazines.  He  is  a  man 
of  great  neatnefs,  and  of  wonderful  magnificence  in 
every  thing.  He  has  tafle  and  delicacy.  He  has  a 
brother  in  the  fervice,  who  was  a  Colonel  in*  the  reign 
of  the  late  King. 

XXII. 

De  la  Motte,  formerly  Cafliier  and  Receiver  of 
the  Farms.  After  having  filled  leveral  other  confidcr- 
able  employments,  he  has  been  engaged  in  feveral 
undertakings.  He  is  uncle  by  the  mother’s  fide  to  the 
Marchionefs  of  Pompadour,  at  whofe  recommendation 
he  was  made  Farmer  General.  He  is  a  good  man, 
and  friend  to  La  Berthelin  of  the  Opera. 

This  Berthelin  is  not  an  adlrefs,  fhe  is  a  girl  of  merits 
filler  to  Berthelin  called  Neuville,  Treafurer  of  the 
Opera,,  formerly  candle-fnuffer,. 

xxnr. 

De  la  Porte,  the  elder ,  fon  to  La  Porte,  like  wife 
Farmer  General  ;  a  man  of  a  great  deal  of  knowledge. 
The  La  Porte  in  queflion  was  a  great  Courtier,  and 
very  capable  of  being  at  the  head  of  the  finances. 
He  was  a  long  time  Accomptant  General  of  the  farms, 
in  quality  of  Dean  of  the  Company  ;  of  which  employ¬ 
ment  he  acquitted  himfelf  with  great  credit  till  his 
death.  He  ufed  to  make  great  promifes,  but  did  not 
always  keep  his  word  ;  which  was  fometimes  occafion- 
ed  by  the  interference  of  certain  powers,  who  carry 
off  the  mail  capital  employments.  In  other  refpetts 
he  was  polite,  much  beloved,  and  fond  of  doing  fer¬ 
vice.  He  was  very  magnificent,  and  kept  one  of  the 
feeft  tables  in  Paris.  He  had  been  married  to  the? 
daughter  of  Soubeyran,  King’s  Secretary  at  the  Grand 
College,  Keeper  of  the  Mortgages,  and  Manager  of 
the  Hofpital  of  Paris  ;  who  left  70,000  livres  *  a  year 
to  the  Intendant  of  Dauphiny,  fon  to  M.  la  Porte,  of 
whom  we  are  lpeaking. 

Though 


*  Near  three  thoufand  pounds  flerllng, 
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Tnoughhe  was  a  widower  very  early,  he  did  noi 
marry  again,  on  account  of  his  fon,  to  whom  he  gave 
an  exceHent  education.  He  ought  to  have  left  a  Ion- 
fiderabie  fortune,  but  he  died  poor. 


XXIV. 

Db  LA  Porte  de  Serancourt  was  fontoDe  h 
I  ortede  Serancourt,  an  antient  Farmer  General,  and 
nephew  to  De  la  Porte,  alfo  Farmer  General,  who  was 
made  Keeper  of  the  Accounts  of  the  Farms,  to  aa  in 
concert  with  the  Comptroller  General,  as  Chief  of  the 
Com  pan/.  Pie  was'  likewife  brother  to  La  Porte  de 
Montel,  Steward  of  the  King’s  Houfehold.  He  wash? 
no  means  fo  able  a  man  as  his  elder  brother;  but,  on 
the  other  hand,  he  was  amiable  in  fociety,  and  faw  a 
great  deal  of  company.  He  was  rather  too  fond  of  the 
table,  and  good  living  :  accordingly  he  died  in  the  mid¬ 
dle  of  an  entertainment,  of  an  apople&ic  ftroke,  which 

carried  him  off,  without  giving  him  time  to  fpeak  a  » 
word.  r 

XXV. 

De  t. a  Porte  Duplessis  was  appointed  Farmer 
General  after  the  death  of  M.  de  Serancourt ;  but 
though  he  bore  the  fame  name,  he  was  no  relation  of 
the  two  De  la  Fortes  we  have  been  fpeaking  of. 

He  had  been  Dire&or  General  of  the  farms  at  Lifle, 
before  he  was  Farmer  General,  and  had  exercifed  feve- 
ral  other  employments,  in  which  he  had  always  given 
proofs  of  his  capacity.  He  was  one  of  the  abled  finan¬ 
ciers  in  the  five  large  farms.  He  was  not  proud — kept 
**  good  table — was  very  polite,  and  always  faw  good 
company. 

XXVI 

De  Rossy,  nephew  by  his  wife  to  the  brothers  Pa¬ 
ris.  He  was  named  Farmer  General  in  the  depart¬ 
ment  of  Charles  Cordier,  in  1721,  under  the  admini- 
ftration  of  M.  Pelletier  de  la  Houflaye,  Comptroller 
General  of  Finances.  He  was  difmilTed  from  this  place  in 
1726,  becaufe  he  was  related  to  the  Paris,  and  protedled 
by  the  Duke  of  Bourbon  j  which,  at  that  time,  was  a 

crime* 
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crime.  He  was  a  plain  man,  of  whom  one  can  fay 
neither  good  nor  harm. 

XXVII. 

De  Salins,  of  a  tolerable  good  family,  original¬ 
ly  of  Burgundy.  Employed  from  his  earlieft  youth  in 
the  Farms  General,  he  began  by  being  Comptroller  of 
Foreign  Duties  ;  and  was  afterwards,  fucceffively,  Re¬ 
ceiver,  Comptroller,  and  Director  of  Farms,  for  a  con- 
fiderable  time.  He  was  taken  from  thence  to  be  Far¬ 
mer  of  the  diflrift  of  Charles  Cordier,  in  1721,  under 
the  adminiflration  of  M.  Pelletier  de  la  Houflaye.  He 
was  continued  in  the  leafe  of  1726,;  towards  the  end 
of  which  he  died  a  batchelon  He  left  a  confiderable 
fortune  to  fome  of  his-  nephews  and  nieces.  He  was 
the  ableft  man  in  the  farms,  and  a  living  regifler  of  all 
the  regulations  made  fince  their  eflablifhment,  to  his 
time.  He  was  an  honeft  man — difpofed  to  beferviee- 
able — refpe&ed  by  his  brethren — had  no  pride — and 
would  never  have  any  other  equipage  than  a  fedan 
chair.  De  La  Garde  fucceeded  him  as  Farmer  Gene~ 
rah 

XXVIII. 

De  Saint  Valle ry  was  in  poffeflion  of  capital 
employments  before  he  was  Farmer  General,  in  the 
department  of  Charles  Cordier,  in  1721.  He  like  wife 
was  turned  out  in  1726,  becaufe  he  was  protected  by 
the  Duke  of  Bourbon.  He  was  not  a  laborious  man, 
nor  fit  for  the  detail  of  the  farms  ;  he  was  haughty  and 
mean,  of  a  tradefman’s  family.  ]t  is  of  him  that  Gref- 
fet  faid,  in  his  Mechanty 

Ce  font  les  Vdt&rans  de  la  fatuite*. 

XXIX. 

Desvieux  was  fon  to  a  Lawyer  of  the  Council  at 
Paris.  He  had  been  one  himfelf  before  he  belonged  t© 
the  Under  Farms,  where  he  remained  a  long  time.  He 
was  appointed  Farmer  General  in  1721,  and  was  con¬ 
tinued  by  M-  le  Pelletier  Desforts  in  1 726.  He  remain¬ 
ed  there  kill  his  death,  which  happened  in  a  manner 

rather 

*  Thefe  are  your  veteran  coxcombs 
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rather  uncommon  to  people  of  that  profeffion  ;  for  far 

djed  of  grief,  though  he  was  worth  at  leaft  three  milli¬ 
ons  f :  the  fad  is  this  : 

There  happened  to  be  a  place  vacated  in  his  depart¬ 
ment,  which  he  filled  up,  notwithftanding  the  appli¬ 
cation  that  had  been  made  to  him  for  it  by  M.  de  Fa- 
go^  Intendant  of  Finances,  fon  to  the  Firft  Phyfician, 
Every  body  was  acquainted  with  this  Fagon,  and  with 
his  haughtinefs.  He  was  piqued  at  this  behaviour  in 
Defvieux,  who  was  naturally  vain  and  prefumptuous 
beyond  example.  Defvieux,  unable  either  to  excufe 
himfelf,  or  to  anfwer  in  the  manner  he  wiihed  the  re¬ 
proaches  of  M.  Fagon,  as  foon  as  he  got  home,  took 
to  his  bed,  and  died  in  three  days.  He  left  a  fon,  Pre- 
fident  of  the  Court  of  Requefts  of  the  Parliament ;  and 
feveral  daughters,  who  were  well  married,  one  of  them 

to  M.  Joly  de  Fleuri,  Attorney  General  of  the  Parlia¬ 
ment. 

XXX. 

DucHe  was  appointed  Farmer  General  in  the  diftrift 
of  Charles  Cordier,  in  1721,  under  the  adminiftration 
of  M.  le  Pelletier  de  la  Houftaye.  He  was  of  a  noble 
family  in  the  law,  originally  of  Montpellier.  His  an- 
ceftors  were  Attornres  General  for  the  Court  of  Aids  of 
that  town.  Some  of  them  are  ftill  in  poffeffion  of  that 
place.  He  had  been  in  the  army.  After  he  had  quit¬ 
ted  it,  he  was  appointed  Farmer  General,  by  the  inte~ 
reft  he  had  with  the  Regent.  He  was  difmifled  in 
1726:  and  died  without  being  able  to  do  any  thing  for 
his  family.  He  has  had  many  nephews,  who  were  kill¬ 
ed  in  the  army  ;  was  a  very  honeft  man,  and  very  fond 
of  the  fex,  in  their  tenderer  years .  Roufleau  addrefted 
fome  of  his  pieces  to  him, 

XXXI. 

DeCluzel  de  la  Chaus sce  is  fon  to  a  Gentle¬ 
man  of  a  good  family  from  Perigord.  Some  family  rea- 
fons  obliged  him  to  apply  to  bufinefs.  He  was  ap¬ 
pointed  Farmer  General  in  the  leafe  of  Peter  Carlier, 
in  1  726,  under  the  miniftry  of  M.  Pelletier  Desforts> 

Comp- 

f  One  hundred  and  twenty-five  thoufand  pounds. 
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Comptroller  General,  and  continued  under  thole  of 
Mefiieurs  Orry  and  Machault,  in  the  fubfequent  leafes, 
to  the  prefent  time.  He  is  a  very  honed  man,  and  not 
in  the  lead:  calculated  for  a  Farmer  General. 

XXXII. 

Dupleix  de  B ac qjj incourt  came  from  the  Ma~ 
connois,  and  was  grandfon  to  a  Notary  of  Macon. 
He  had  a  brother  in  the  fame  country,  who  was  a  car¬ 
rier.  Their  father  had  been  Under  Farmer  in  the  pro¬ 
vince.  He  has  dill  in  the  fame  place,  as  well  as  at 
Chattelleraud,  fome  relations,  for  whom  he  never 
would  do  any  thing.  Some  time  fince,  one  of  his  near 
relations  came  to  him,  to  afk  for  employment ;  his  va¬ 
nity  prevented  his  either  acknowledging  or  interelling 
himfelf  for  him.  He  was  for  a  long  while  Dire&or  of 
the  India  Company.  He  placed  his  brother  in  the  fea 
fervice  of  the  Company,  who  diftinguifhed  himfelf  there, 
and  arrived  to  the  rank  of  Governor  of  Pondicherry. 
In  that  pod  he  maintained  his  reputation,  when  the 
Englifh  came  to  lay  fiege  to  the  town  in  1747.  He 
made  fo  vigorous  a  refidance,  that  he  obliged  the  ene¬ 
my  to  raife  the  fiege.  The  Farmer  General  is  haughty, 
mean,  ill-tempered,  and  very  fevere,  incapable  of  do¬ 
ing  any  body  a  fervice.  He  has  had  three  wives,  all 
of  them  women  of  merit.  He  died  the  13th  of  No¬ 
vember  1750,  aged  56,  with  grief,  on  account  of  the 
l.aw-fuit  which  his  brother,  Governor  of  Pondicherry, 
had  indituted  againd  the  famous  la  Bourdonnais,  con¬ 
cerning  the  fpoils  of  Madrafs,  of  which  Dupleix  and 
la  Bourdonnais  had  availed  themfclves,  to  the  preju¬ 
dice  of  the  King. 

XXXIII. 

Dupin,  originally  of  Chateau-roux  in  Berry,  in  the 
generality  of  Bourges,  of  a  family  of  the  province. 
His  father  was  Receiver  of  taxes  in  the  Court  of  Sub- 
fidies  of  Chateau-roux.  He  was  for  a  long  time  a 
Lieutenant  in  the  regiment  of  Noailles,  and  was  cafh- 
iered  for  being  concerned  in  a  riot. 

He  was  a  tolerable  engineer.  He  took  the  pod  of 
...Receiver  of  Taxes,  which  his  father  had  enjoyed,  and 

held 
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held  it  till  the  happy  *ra  of  his  marriage  with  th» 
daughter  of  la  Fontaine  and  Samuel  Bernard.  This 
marriage  was  brought  about,  as  is  well  known,  in  the 
“°ft  extraordinary  manner,  and  by  a  meer  efFeft  of 
chance,  which  prefixed  over  his  lucky  deftiny.  Made- 
moifelle  de  Barbanfois,  daughter  to  Madame  de  la  Fon- 
tame,  after  having  taken  the  waters  of  Bourbon  for  a 
decline,  in  her  way  to  Paris,  pafled  through  the  town 
°fp  atMU-roux,  and  was  taken  very  ill  at  the  hotel 
o  Saint  Catherine,  where  fhe  had  alighted.  Dupin 
who  was  naturally  extremely  polite,  being  informed 
e  accident,  without  being  acquainted,  and  even 
Without  having  ever  feen  her,  went  to  offer  her  an  a- 
partment  at  his  houfe.  The  Lady  made  a  great  deal 
of  difficulty  to  accept  of  his  offers  j  he  repeated  them 
with  fo  good  a  grace,  and  prefTed  her  fo  much,  that 
fire  fixed  herfelf  and  all  her  fuite  in  his  houfe,  which 
was  the  moft  convenient  one  in  all  the  town.  He  • 
carried  his  gallantry  (till  farther  j  the  Lady  bein?  re-  - 
covered  by  his  good  care,  and  without  his  having- 
uffered  hei  to  be  at  any  kind  of  expence,  he  undertook 
to  recondua  her  to  Paris,  to  be  at  hand  to  give  her 
afliftance  in  cafe  of  a  relapfe  on  the  road.  As  foon  as 
fhe  arrived  fhe  engaged  Dupin  to  vifit  her  mother, 
that  he  might  receive  her  thanks.  Madame  Fontaine 
as  well  as  her  daughter,  thought  this  behaviour  fo 
uncommon,  that  fhe  was  incefTantly  bellowing  enco- 
miums  upon  it  ;  fo  that  the  famous  Bernard  was  deter-  * 
mined  to  fee  Dupin.  He  found  that  his  underftanding 
anfwered  to  his  appearance^  and  was  very  defirous  of 
returning  his  obligations  to  him.  He  inquired  exaftlv 
about  his  fituation.  Dupin  told  him  he  was  a  widow¬ 
er*,  and  Bernard  offered  him  in  marriage  the  fecond 
daughter  of  Madame  Fontaine,  with  the  two  pofts  of 
Receiver  General  of  the  Finances  of  the  three  bifhop- 
rics.-  The  Lady  was  young  and  handfome,  and  the 
propofals  weie  accepted.  Dupin  by  his  marriage 

fixed 


*  He  had  a  fon  by  this  firft  marriage.  He  procured  him  & 
pkee  of  Secretary  to  the  King’s  cabinet,  and  of  Receiver  General 
Finances.  He  is  called  Dupin  de  Francernil, 
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fixed  his  abode  at  Paris.  Some  time  afterwards  the 
Farms  General  were  advertifed — Bernard,  by  his  credit, 
obtained  of  the  Minifter,  M-  le  Pelletier  Desforts,  one 
of  the  ten  places  for  Dupin,  who  was  made  Farmer 
General  the  lftof  October  1726:  he  advanced  him 
all  the  capital  he  wanted. 

Two  or  three  years  afterwards,  Madame  Dupin  was 
at  her  mother's  houfe  at  Pally,  who  being  a  little  in* 
difpofed,  wanted  fomething  which  was  locked  up  in 
her  clofet :  her  woman  not  being  at  hand,  fine  tola  her 
‘  daughter  to  fetch  it  for  her  ;  Madame  Dupin,  fearch- 
ing  for  what  her  mother  wanted,  perceived,  in  a  fiver 
watering-pot,  a  paper,  which  die  unfolded  ;  fhe  found 
that  it  was  her  hufband’s  acknowledgment  to  M-  Ber¬ 
nard  for  500,000  livres*,  that  he  had  advanced  him 
for  his  place.  Inftead  of  tearing  the  note,  fhe  fwallow- 
ed  it,  for  fear  of  any  traces  of  it  being  found.  It  was 
not  ’till  forrie  time  after  that  her  mother  found  it  out— 
recollecting  that  no  one  except  her  daughter,  had 
looked  into  her  clofet,  fhe  readily  conjedlured  that.no 
other  perfon  could  have  taken  away  a  paper,  which 
was  of  no  ufe  but  to  her  or  Bernard. 

This  event  has  been  known  but  by  few  people,  and 
produced  a  quarrel,  for  many  years,  between  Dupin 
and  his  wife,  and  Bernard,  who  refufed  to  fee  either 
of  them;  but,  as  the  hufband  was  not  concerned  in  it, 
he  forgave  them  and  made  them  a  prefent  of  the  fum. 

Madame  Dupin  had  a  lifter  (alfo  a  natural  daughter 
of  Samuel  Bernard  and  la  Fontaine)  who  was  married 
to  la  Touche,  Secretary  to  the  King  ;  whom  fhe  for- 
Took  in  1737,  to  follow  a  gallant  into  England,  from 
whence  fhe  returned,  a  few  years  after  the  death  of 
her  hufband. 

XXXIV. 

Durand  de  Mezy,  born  of  a  very  good  family, 
but  not  very  rich.  Though  he  had  had  a  good  educa¬ 
tion,  he  was  in  his  youth  fervant  to  M.  Colbert,  Arch- 
bifhop  of  Rouen,  fon  to  the  Minifter.  One  day  (it  is 

not 


&  Hear  iwcnty-one  fchoufand  pounds. 


2 1 0 


A 


F  E  N  D  I 


f0t  VCr>'  wel’  known  what  reafon)  this  Prelate  be- 
"g  angry  forgot  h.mfelf  fo  much,  as  to  give  him  s 
lap  on  the  tace  Durand  made  the  Prelate  fenfible 
that  he  was  not  born  to  put  up  with  fuch  treatment 
and  immediately  demanded  his  difmiffion.  The  Arch- 
bdhop,  feeing  him  more  affefted  than  perfons  in  his 
fituation  teem  mtttled  to  be,  repented  ot  his  vivacity 
and  was  defirous  of  knowing  who  he  was  :  when  he 
was  informed  he  ordered  him  to  be  cloathed  accord¬ 
ing  to  his  birth,  gave  him  a  fum  of  money,  and  a  let¬ 
ter  of  recommendation  to  M.  Colbert.  The  Minifter 
having  quetlioned  him,  and  finding  he  had  all  the  ta¬ 
lents  requifite  for  a  good  financier,  placed  him  in  his 
offices,  and  in  feveral  others  fucceffively,  where  he 
acquired  a  confiderable  fortune.  He  was  made  Far¬ 
mer  Genera]  in  the  diftria  of  Charles  Cordier,  in  1721 
under  M.  Ie  Pelletier  de  la  Houlfaye,  and  was  turned 
out  in  the  leafe  of  Peter  Carlier,  in  1726,  becaufe  he 
was  proteaed  by  the  Duke  of  Bourbon  ;  he  was  the 
moft  able  and  moft  noted  man  of  the  farms. 


XXXV. 

Durey  D’Ar noncourt,  of  a  good  family  of 
Phyficians,.  of  Beaune,  fon  to  a  Receiver  General  of 
Finances,  in  the  county  of  Burgundy,  whofe  two  pla¬ 
ces  he  is  in  pofTeflion  of.  His  appointment  to  the 
Farms  General  is  the  confequence  of  his  marriage  with 
the  Daughter  of  M.  Bcrthier  de  Souvigny,  Intendant 
of  Paris,  nephew  to  M.  Orry,  Comptroller  General. 
He^  's  very  little  verfed  in  the  finances  of  the  farms, 
which  he  does  not  even  underftand  in  the  leaf,  and 
confequently  he  does  not  trouble  himfelf  about  the 
bufinefs,  being  moreover  fufficiently  engaged  with 
his  miflrefles,  to  whom  he  gives  up  all  his  time,  and 
very  little  money.  His  gallantries  donot  prevent  him* 
from  being  fparing  in  his  domeftic  concerns,  even  to 
avarice.  He  is  incapable  of  doing  any  good,  except 
to  a  few  mean  flatterers,  who  encourage  him  in  his 
two  favourite  paflions,  his  avarice  and  his  fade  for  wo¬ 
men.  He  fcarce  fees  any  perfons,  but  fuch  who  are 
attracted  by  his  table  j  which,  however,  is  very  mo¬ 
derate* 
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derate.  He  affefts  to  be  a  man  of  wit,  quoting  upon 
everv  occafion  poetry,  and  feraps  of  Latin  ;  but  he  is 
merely  ail  extravagant  fellow.  It  has  coft  huu  more 
than  100,000  livres  *  to  be  continued  in  the  leale  ot 
1740  He  is  brother  to  Durey  de  Sauroy,  tornierly 
Paymafter  General  of  the  army  in  time  of  war-of  the 
Prefident  Durey— and  of  Durey  de  Noinville,  Mailer 

ofRequefts.  , 

He  is  immenfeljr  rich,  having  a  revenue  of  four  hun¬ 
dred  thoufand  livres  *  yearly.  He  has  only  one  ion, 
who  has  been  obliged  to  quit  his  country  on  account  ot 
debts,  which  it  is  fhameful  in  his  father  not  to  pa y, 
and  which  are  not  very  confiderable.  He  rather 
choofestofee  him  lead  a  vagabond  life,  lofe  the  prime 
of  his  youth,  and  render  himfelf  unfit  for  any  thing, 
than  to  make  the  lead  exertion  in  his  favour.  Hi£ 
wife  is  retired  to  Morfan,  where  die  lives  at  a  mftancc 
from  him,  fooner  than  be  witnefs  to  a  diforderly  hie, 
which  he  punifhes  fo  feverely  in  his  fon}  after  he  has 
fet  him  the  example  of  it. 

XXXVI. 

De  V  aucel,  originally  from  Evreux,  fon  to  a 
wholefale  woollen-draper.  He  had  gone  -through  fe¬ 
ver  a  1  employments,  before  he  attained  that  of  Farmer 
General.  He  was  appointed  to  that  poll:  in  the  leafe 
of  Cordier,  in  1721,  by  the  intereft  of  M  Tachereau 
de  Baudry,  Counfellor  of  State,  who  obtained  it  for 
him  of  Mole,  Comptroller  General.  He  was  conti¬ 
nued  in  the  leafe  of  1726.  He  was  a  man  of  rather  (len¬ 
der  abilities,  plain  in  his  manners,  rather  clo  e,  and 
who  never  went  beyond  his  powers.  M.  le  Pelletier 
Desforts  protected  him  more  than  any  of  his  colleagues, 

XXXVII. 

Stephen  d’Augny,  originally  of  the  town  of 
Metz,  of  a  family  in  the  law,  in  which  there  have  been 
two  Prefidents  a  Mortier  in  the  Parliament  of  the  fame 

city. 


*  Between  four  and  five  thoufand  pounds. 

^  Between  nineteen  and  twenty  thoufand  pounds. 
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intht  »ngtaftvice°ther  “d  tW°  re'ati°nS  Ve,7 

citf 4  h*e  hh?fdfi’  akh°"Sh  hf  wasof  a  moderate  capa- 
whe’re  h <'s  air/  -W17S  ^e6n  tbe  firft  emP!°yments, 
of  talenra  A*'"7.,  a"d  Patroi5age  Applied  Ve  place 

Aid,  ,  A  n  Af "  ha,VInS  been  Under  Farmer  of  the 
;  f  and  Domains,  he  was  made  chief  of  the  Office 

“  the  e«‘ft  for  fait,  of  the  farms,  in  ,77o  He  w« 

of  Dumnd  FhT '  f6”?”}  ‘n  ‘72‘>  t0  ^  prejudice 

Daiv  ’^  t  ?4:’  Wh0  had  much  more 
apacn/  wh,ch  occafioned  a  great  iealoufy  araonr 

fa.3  brethren.  D’Augny,  however,  wL  theUmaf 

thetooH0^’  a"d  t('c  "’oft  humane.  His  birth,  and 
frnrrfhe.  e.  ucai,on  Fe  had  received,  prevented  him 

without’0™!?2  a  c°xcoinb'  He  was  a  very  fober  man, 
without  paffions  for  cither  women  or  wine  :  but  he 

vivordfinaCfC:lerV  ^  hk  life-'ime  had  ^  for- 

Whthlfe  ni‘ne  ^arum?-g'ren  t0  him>  the  duties  of 
Which  he  filled  with  his  father.  He  is  ftill  Farmer 

General,  but  much  unlike  his  father,  finee  he  is  very 
fond  of  women,  and  has  a  miftrefs  who  is  very  expens¬ 
ive :  this  is  la  Gogs,  who  flione  formerly  upon  the  ' 
eatre  of  ine  Opera  Comique ,  and  who  at  prefent 
belongs  to  the  Comedie  Francoife.  F 

He  has  a  magnificent  hotel  at  la  Grange  Batteliere, 

with  petits  appartemenis,  as  the  King  has,  baths,  farm¬ 
yards,  &c. 

This  d’Augny  married  a  little  finger,  called  la  Lian- 
court,  natural  daughter  to  an  aftrefs  of  the  opera, 
whole  name  was  Duvai. 


XXXVIII. 

Fill1  on  i>e  Villemur,  originally  from  Rheifns, 
had  been  in  the  loweft  employments  of  the  farms,  and, 

VL  n^ne  t0  aj10i:^er»  arrived  fo  rapidly  to  the 
higheft,  that  one  can  fcarce  follow  him  in  the  career 
or  his  fortune. 

He  became  Under  Farmer  in  1718.  He  was  made 
Farmer  General  in  1719,  under  the  miniftry  of  M.  de 
Noailles ;  continued  in  1721,  and  in  the  fucceeding 
leafes,  He  had  bought  the  poft  of  Keeper  of  the  Royal 

Treafure* 


APPENDIX.  213 

Treafure,  from  M.  Gruin,  who  was  ordered  to  fell  out, 
and  he  remained  in  this  pod:  till  his  death.  He  was  ti 
very  able  man  in  the. Farms  General  and  Finances. 
He  was  excedi vely  polite,  rather  too  much  affe&ed, 
vain,  proud,  immoderately  ambitious,  'and  immenfely 
rich.  Law’s  fydem  contributed  much  to  his  fortune, 
os  he  obtained  a  great  many  ihares  at  fird  hand.  He 
has  been  at  once  Farmer  General,  Secretary  to  the 
King,  Receiver  General  of  the  Finances  of  the  gene¬ 
rality  of  Paris ;  and  the  office  of  the  generality  of  Rouen 
'  was  at  the  fame  time  given  to  one  of  his  fons.  The 
elded  had  the  furvivorfhip  of  the  place  of  Farmer 
General,  which  he  filled  in  his  father’s  life-time,  and 
which,  after  his  death,  he  preferred  to  that  of  Keeper 
of  the  Royal  Treafure. 

XXXIX. 

Fontaine  has  been  concerned  ip  fupplying  the 
invalids,  and  other  contradts;  and  was  afterwards 
Farmer  General,  at  the  recommendation  of  M.  Portail, 
Fird  Prefident  of  the  Parliament  of  Paris,  towards  the 
end  of  the  leafe  of  Peter  Carlier.  This  place  was 
given  to  him  in  favour  of  the  marriage  of  M.  Portail 
the  fon,  Prefident  d  Mortiery  with  the  grand-daughter 
of  this  Fontaine ;  whofe  mother  was  daughter  of  a 
man  called  le  Riche,  who  had  gained  an  immenfe 
fortune  in  different  affairs,  and  on  board  of  fhip.  His 
fon  has  had  the  furvivordiip  of  his  place.  This  Far¬ 
mer  is  a  very  honeft,  lincere  man,  but  he  does  not  ei¬ 
ther  take  any  great  pains  in  his  fituation,  nor  is  he 
Tkilled  in  the  affairs  of  the  farms, 

XL. 

Girard  did  not  poffels  any  confiderable  employ¬ 
ments  before  he  was  made  Overfeer  of  the  Cuftoms, 
edablidied  in- 1722,  under  the  name  of  Martin  Girard. 
He  was  appointed  Farmer  General  by  the  Duke  of 
Bourbon,  Prime  Minider.  His  brother  was  Secretary 
of  the  Commanderies  of  that  Prince,  and  of  the  States 
of  the  Province  of  Burgundy.  He  was  turned  out  un¬ 
der  M.  Ie  Pelletier  Desforts,  in  1726,  on  account  of 

the 
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the  protection  of  the  Duke  of  Bourbon,  odious  to 
Cardinal  Fleuri,  who  had  juft  fupplanted  this  Prime 

Mmifter,  the  iith  of  June  1726.  He  was  avert 
snilu  and  plain  man. 

XLI. 

Grimod  de  la  Reyniere  was  born  at  Paris.  His 
father  was  Farmer  General,  and  originally  of  Lyons, 
©1  a  trai.efman  s  family.  Fie  entered  into  office  very 
young,  where  he  learnt  the  buiinefs  of  the  farms.  Fie 
was  appointed  Farmer  General  in  the  leafe  of  Char¬ 
ges  Cor dier,  in  1721,  and  continued  in  all  the  fubfe- 
quent  leafes.  He  underftands  the  bufinefs  of  the  farms 
very  well  j  but  his  violence  is  fo  exceftive,  that  it 
fometunes  degenerates  into  brutality,  efpecially  when 
he  has  the  gout,  which  happens  very  often.  He  is 
alfo  Farmer  General  of  the  Polls.  He  is  very  rich, 
and  has  a  wife  who  is  impertinent  to  a  degree.  One 
day,  at  a  fermon  in  the  church  of  Saint  Andre  des 
Arts,  and  having  only  two  or  three  chairs  for  her  ufe, 
ilie  faid,  very  loud,  ibe  wifhed  that  a  louis  was  paid 
for  every  chair.  An  old  officer,  who  was  behind  her, 
fai  l,  “  You  are  in  the  right,  my  good  dame,  for  you 
“  feem  to  have  more  money  than  underftanding.”  She 
was  followed  to  her  coach  by  all  the  people,  repeating 
this  affront  ;  which  has  not  corrected  her.  This  Gri- 
mod  de  la  Reyniere  married  his  daughter  to  M.  de 
Malefherbes,  fon  of  the  Prefident  de  Lamoignon 
Blancmenil,  fince  Chancellor  of  France. 

XLTL 

Grimod  Du  fort,  brother  to  Grimod  de  la  Rey- 
niere,  was  alio  employed  very  young  in  the  finances, 
where  he  remained  a  long  while.  He  acquired  there 
fome  knowledge  ;  was  appointed  Farmer  General  in 
1721,  and  continued  in  the  enfuing  leafes.  He  was 
at  the  head  of  the  farms  of  the  polls,  was  very  obliging, 
very  noble  in  his  manners,  and  very  rich.  His  fecond 
wife  was  a  Mademoifelle  de  Collincourt,  of  a  good 
family  of  Picardy,  who  was  with  child  of  a  boy  at  his 
death.  She  was  a  relation  of  M.  d’Argenfon.  This 

Du  fort 
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Dufort  followed  the  King  in  his  laid  campaign,  as  In- 
tendant  of  the  Polls. 

He  had  bought  the  hotel  de  Chamiliart,  built  in 
a  fumptuous  manner  by  the  Comptroller  General  of 
that  name,  and  Dufort,  not  finding  it  convenient 
enough,  fpent  about  200,000  livres  *  in  embelliih- 
ing  it. 

XL1IL 

Hatte  was  one  of  the  four  Secretaries  of  the  Coun¬ 
cil,  when  he  was  appointed  Farmer  General  under  M. 
Le  Pelletier  Destorts  in  1726.  He  is  thought  toler¬ 
ably  (killed  in  the  farms  general,  is  a  good  kind  of 
man,  and  does  not  live  with  his  wife,  who  has  been 
miftrefs  to  the  Marquis  d’Oife-Brancas,  and  to  feveral 
others,  &c.  He  takes  care  to  revenge  himfelf  of  her 
infidelities. 

He  left  an  immenfe  fortune.  He  has  two  daugh¬ 
ters,  one  of  whom  is  married  to  M.  Girardin  de  Vau- 
dray,  Mafter  of  Requefts,  and  the  other  to  the  Mar¬ 
quis  de  Viejx  Mahons. 

Matte’s  wife  has  had  a  natural  fon  by  the  Marquis 
d’Oife,  born  after  her  marriage,  called  Maifon-Rouge, 
made  Captain  in  the  regiment  of  Aunis,  at  the  time 
when  the  Marquis  of  Braneas-Villeneuve  was  Colonel 
of  it.  He  is  Chevalier  of  the  Order  of  St.  Louis,  and,- 
in  1 764  and  1765,  brought  an  aCtion  of  eclat,  to  make 
himlelf  be  acknowledged  legitimate,  in  conjunction 
with  his  mother.  He  was  baptized  under  the  name 
of  La  Riviere,  and  loft  his  ca afe. 

XL!  V 

Helvetivs  is  fon  to  the  Firft  Phvfician  to  the 
"Queen.  The  Ring  had  for  a  long  while  afked  for  him 
the  poll  of  Farmer  General  of  Cardinal  Fleuri,  who 
had  refufed  it,  under  pretence  of  his  being  too  young., 
He  has  however  obtained  one.  He  is  an  amiable  man, 
very  fond  of  women,  to  whom  he  has  attachmenis  of  a 
ftngular  nature.  He  is  a  philofopher,  and  has  juft  re¬ 
igned  his  place  to  the  King :  It  was  given  to  Bouret 

d’Erigny, 


^  Upwards  of  eight  thoufand  pounds, 


2:6  APPENDIX, 

d  Erigny.  He  only  required  the  50,000  livres  *  for 
alms  in  the  time  of  Cardinal  Fleuri.  When  he  quit¬ 
ted  his  place  of  Farmer  General,  he  married  a  young 
laJv  of  the  houfe  of  Ligneville,  younger  filler  to  her 
whom  La  Garde  had  married,  and  in  favour  of  whofe 
marriage  it  has  been  obferved,  that  the  fame  La  Gardt 
obtained  the  furvivorfhip  of  his  fathers  place. 

His  wife,  born  without  a  fortune,  daughter  to  the 
Marquis  of  Ligneville,  of  an  indigent  houfe  at  Nancy 

was  brought  up  and  married  at  Paris,  by  Madame  de 
Grafigny,  her  aunt. 

XLV. 

Herou  de  Ville-Fosse,  of  a  very  good  family. 
He  had  a  great  many  confi Jerable  employments,  before 
he  was  made  Farmer-general  in  1721.  He  had  mar¬ 
ried  one  of  the  daughters  of  M.  Texier,  Director  of  the 
farms  at  Orleans ;  ffie  was  an  intimate  friend  of  the 
Marchionefs  de  Prie  f. 

i  #  *  xlvi. 

Hocqjuart  is  of  a  tolerable  good  family.  He  has 
been  employed  in  fupplying  the  armies  ofFIanders  and 
Germany  with  provifions.  He  was  Commifl‘ary-gene- 
ral,  and  had  even  afterwards  fome  concerns  in  buil- 
nefs.  He  was  made  Farmer  General  in  1721,  and  con¬ 
tinued  in  the  following  leafes,  and  is  very  well  vCrfed  hi 
the  farms.  He  has  three  brothers,  one  of  whom  is  Inten- 
dant  of  the  Marine  at  Breft,  another  Paymailer-Gene- 
ral  of  the  Artillery,  and  the  third  Captain  of  a  fhip. 
Their  mother  was  the  worthieft  of  all  women.  They 
all  of  them  owe  their  rife  to  M.  Tallon,  who  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  derangement  of*his  affairs,  was  obliged 
to  retire  into  Holland.  He  had  lent  fixty  thoufand  li¬ 
tres  J  to  Hocquart  the  father.  The  Farmer  General 
lives  in  pretty  good  friendfhip  with  his  brothers  ;  with, 
regard  to  every  body  elfe,  he  is  haughty,  fevere,  and 

felfifft. 

*  Upwards  of  two  thoufand  pounds, 

*f*,  to  the  Uuke  of  Bourbon,  and  exiled  at  the  time  of 

his  difgrace. 

J  Two  thoufand  five  hundred  pounds* 
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felhfli.  One  of  his  daughters  is  married  to  M.  De  Cofle 
de  BriiTac.  This  family  affetts  devotion. 

XLVII. 

Haudry.  This  is  one  of  thofe  phenomena  of  for¬ 
tune  which  happen  very  feldom.  His  father  was  a  poor 
baker  at  Corbe'il,  burthen^d  with  a  large  family.  He 
placed  his  fon  with  Brentin,  Director  ot  the  Aids  at 
Corbe'il.  By  his  good  fortune,  M.  Brentin,  perceiving 
that  he  was  an  intelligent  young  man,  had  him 
taught  the  bufinefs  of  the  Aids,  by  the  Clerks  of  the 
Cellars  of  Corbe'il.  He  afterwards  made  him  his  Re¬ 
ceiver  ;  from  which  poll  he  was  created  travelling 
Clerk,  and  then  travelling  Commiflary  of  the  Aids, 
He  was  taken  from  thence  in  1 7 1  5 ,  to  be  directing  Ma¬ 
nager  of  the  faid  Aids.  He  was  in  the  under  farms  and 
domains  of  the  Aids  in  1726,  and  Farmer  General 
under  M.  Orry.  He  is  the  moft  laborious  man  in  the 
farms.  His  brother  is  dill  a  baker,  facing  Fort-l’Eve- 
«[ue,  at  Paris. 

XLVIII. 

Joly,  originally  from  Paris,  and  fon  of  M.  Joly,  In- 
fendant  of  the  late  Princefs  of  Conti,  natural  daughter 
to  Lewis  XIV.  was  appointed  Farmer  General  in  1726, 
He  was  already  worth  feventy  thoufand  livres  J  a  year,, 
when  he  obtained  that  poll.  He  was  a  very  ordinary 
man,  but  had  a  great  foul,  was  very  generous  and 
magnificent  in  every  thing. 

XL  X. 

La  Live  de  Beilegarde  has,  in  a  manner, -be^n 
educated  and  bred  up  in  the  employments  of  the  Farms 
General.  He  worked  in  them  when  he  was  very 
young,  and  diftingufhed  himfelf  in  fuch  a  manner,  by 
his  underftanding,  that  he  became  Diredtor  Genera!,, 
and  was  appointed  Farmer  General  in  1721,  and  con¬ 
tinued  in  the  following  leafes.  He  is  one  of  the  Secre¬ 
taries  to  the  King  in  the  Grand  College ;  he  is  exceed¬ 
ingly  devout,  very  charitable,  and  a  very  honeftman  ; 

Vol.  I.  L  and 

%  Near  three  thoufantf  pounds. 
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and  is  very  well  verfed  in  the  bufinefs  of  the  five  greaf- 
.er  farms.  De  la  Live  d'Epinay,  his  eldelt  fon,  has  got 
the  furvivorfhip  of  his  place. 

v* 

L. 

L’ A  l  LEM  ANT  de  Betz  was  born  at  Paris,  fon  to 
an  antient  Farmer  General,  in  the  laft  reign.  When 
he  was  very  young,  his  fatherfent  him  into  the  provin¬ 
ces,  where  he  made  himfelf  fit  for  employment.  He 
was  for  a  long  time  Comptroller  General  of  the  farms, 
and  had  the  furvivorfliip  of  his  father’s  place.  He  con- 
tnved  to  obtain  Ironx.Cardina]  FI euri  a  fecond  poftofFar*0 
mer  Generalr-for  I’Allemant  de  Nantouillet  his  brother. 
He  carried  this  againft  the  King,  the  Queen,  the  King 
o!  Spain,  and  the  Duke  de  la  Tremouille,  by  giving 
Cardinal  ^Fleuri  two  hundred  thoufand  livres'f  ready 
money,;  to  be  laid  out  (as  it  was  fai  )  in  pious  works  •  a 
deftination  very  equivocal,  but  which  is  cf  no  confe- 
quence  to  hiftary.  After  the  death  of  M.  de  la  Porte, 
the  patronage  of  the  farms  was  given  to  rAIlemant  de 
Betz,  who  was  at  the  head  of  the  Company.  He  had 
folicitedilrongly  this  place,  and  obtained  it,  to  the  ex- 
clufionofNormant  le  Tournehem,  who  cared  very  lit¬ 
tle  about  it,  and  who  preferred  his  eafe  to  the  continu¬ 
al  buftle  which  was  required  in  that  place,  in  which 
one  can  do  very  little  good,  and  difoblige  many.  He 
-had  the  mortification  to  have  this  patronage  taken  from 
’'tfim,  having  (as  it  was  faid.)  cheated  M.  Machault, 
Comptroller  General  of  Finances,  by  giving  him  falfe 
eftimates  of  the  produce  of  the  farms.  The  patronage 
was  given  to  Rouftel,  who  had  revealed  to  the 
fler  *  the  fecret  of  the  farms. 


LI. 

L’Axlemant  de  Nantouillet  is  brother  to 
FAIlemant  de  Betz,  as  we  have  juft  now  obferved. 
This  is  a  haughty,  giddy,  and  obftinate  man,  intoxi¬ 
cated  with  his  good  fortune,  and  frequently  blunder- 
ing  in  the  affairs,  which  he  fcarcety  undcrftands  ;  be- 
,ftdes  this,  he  affetts  to  be  a  devotee. 


* 


F  Upwards  of  eight  (fhoufand  pounds, 

*  Swcceffor  to  M.  Orrf,  turaed  owt  m  I74S- 
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Thefe  two  PAlIemants  have  had  a  brother  Bi/hop 
t)f  Seez,  and  another  (l’Allemant  de  Levignan)  Intend- 
ant  of  Alenjon  fince  the  year  1726. 

LIT. 

Lantage  de  Feucourt,  was  born  at  Paris,  and 
is  fon  to  Lantage,  Under  Farmer  of  the  Aids.  He 
had  filled  feveral  employments  and  offices  of  Director 
of  the  Aids,  in  conjunction  with  his  lather.  At  length 
he  was  appointed  Farmer  General  in  1721,  and  turn¬ 
ed  out  in  1726,  becaufe  he  was  a  creature  of  the 
.Duke  of  Bourbon.  This  is  a  very  polite  man,  has 
had  a  very  good  education,  and  is  of  a  mild  difpofi- 
iion.  His  greated  pleafure  is  to  oblige,  and  he  does 
it  with  infinite  grace.  He  is  at  prefent  Farmer  of  the 
gunpowder  and  faltpetre  magazines  in  the  kingdom, 
in  which  poll  he  is  very  much  edeemed, 

LIU. 

Le  Mercier  was  of  a  very  good  family  of  Paris, 
in  eafy  circumdances,  and  has  been  educated  as  com¬ 
pletely  as  a  young  man  can  poffibly  be  ;  he  has  always 
been  in  pofTeflion  of  confiderable  employments,  and 
places  of -truft  :  his  lafl  poll  was  that  of  Receiver  Ge¬ 
neral  of  the  Port  Saint  Paul.  He  was  made  Farmer 
-General  in  1721.  This  place  was  only  taken  from 
him  under  pretence  of  his  being  a  creature  Gf  the  Duke 
«t  Bourbon,  which  was  a  capital  cfime  under  the  ad- 
minidration  of  Cardinal  Fleuri.  However,  he  got  in¬ 
to  the  under  farms  under  the  name  of  Quiberdier.  He 
was  the  plained  and  mod  generous  man  in  the  world* 
'and  was  called  the  father  of  the  Clerks. 

Liy. 

Le  Monnoikr,  born  in  the  town  of  Elbcuf,  in 
Normandy,  is  fon  to  a  manufacturer  of  woollen  clothf, 
which  dill  bear  his  name.  He  has  been  Receiver  of 
taxes  at  Montiviiier,  in  the  fame  generality  of  Rouen. 
He  had  married  a  maid  of  an  inn,  who  was  extremely 
beautiful.  James  de  Vitry,  Farmer  General  in  the 
*eign  of  the  late  King,  fell  in  love  with  her,  and  did 

L  z  hina 
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hum  a  great  deal  of  fervice.  He  was  made  Farmer 
General  in  1721,  by  the  patronage  of  the  Duke  of 
Luxembourg,  who  found  his  wife  handfome,  and  by 
no  means  cruel.  his  grand-daughter  is  married  to 
M.  de  Clermont  de  Renel  *  She  is  a  widow.  This 
,man  is  capable  of  doing  good  from  vanity,  is  exceed- 
mgly  trifling,  but  upon  the  whole  tolerably  upright. 

LV. 

Le  Riche  de  la  Poupeliniere  is  fon  to  a  Re- 
ceiver  General  of  finances,  and  was  appointed  Farmer 
General  in  the  leafe  of  the  year  1718,  when  Count 
d’Argenfon  was  Keeper  of  the  Seals.  He  has  a  great 
deal  of  wit,  is  a  man  of  the  world,  and  keeps  a  good 
table  ;  at  which  he  invites  all  men  of  wit  and  talents 
to  whom  he  is  ferviceable  from  motives  of  vanitv! 
He  is  extremely  fond  of  flattery,  and  indeed  he  fre¬ 
quents  none  but  thofe  who  will  beftew  it  upon  him 
for  his  money.  Sometimes,  however,  he  fees  the  beft 
and  the  mofl  agreeable  company. 

He  is  very  polite  and  amiable,  when  he  is  not  in 
his  days  of  caprice.  He  is  very  fond  of  women,  of 
niufic,  and  in  general  of  all  kinds  of  pleafure  ;  which 
prevents  him  from  attending  very  clofely  to  bufinefs. 
His  perfon  has  made  him  fufpe&ed  of  being  a  man  of 
Intrigue,  and  it  is  certain  that  he  has  had  fome  adven¬ 
tures.  We  lTiall  content  ourfelves  with  mentioning 
only  two  of  them,  on  account  of  their  contrafli  to  each 
Other. 

As  he  was  pafllng  a  night  with  la  Hantier  of  the 
opera,  at  prefent  Madame  Truchet,  who  was  then 
miftrefs  to  the  Prince  of  Carignan,  the  Prince,  who 
had  a  mafter-key  to  all  the  doors,  came  to  her  that 
very  night,  and  found  his  place  occupied  by  M.  le 
Riche.  There  arofe  a  great  difpute  between  thefe 

two 

*  From  this  marriage  i«  born  N - de  Clermont  de  Rend, 

wife  to  the  Count  de  Stainville  de  Choifcul,  the  younger  brother 
fco  the  Duke  de  Choifeul,  formerly  Count  de  Stainville,  ArubaUa- 
dor  at  Rome  and  at  Vienna,  at  prefent  Minifter  and  Secretary  of 
State  in  the  war  department,  Colonel  General  of  the  Swifs  and 
Grifons,  Governor  of  Touraine,  Blue  Riband,  &c,  dec. 
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two  competitors,  of  ranks  fo  difproportionate  to  meet 
upon  fuch  an  cccafi on.  It  is  pretended  that  M.  le 

Riche  fubmitted  to  corporal  chaftifernent,  receiving 
fome  llrokes  of  a  cane,  which  theJPrince  caufed  to  be 
given  to  him.  T  his  is  not,  however,  very  likely  ;  for, 
in  that  cafe,  the  Prince  would,  in  all  probability,  have 
been  contented  with  his  revenge.  lie  went  the  next 
day  to  Verfailles,  to  defire  Cardinal  Fleuri  to  expel 
le  Riche  from  the  farms,  for  having  had  the  infolence 
to  put  himfelf  in  competition  with  his  Highnefs.  T  he 
Cardinal  anfwered—that  the  King  did  not  difmifs  a 
ufeful  man  for  fuch  a  reafon  ;  but,  to  give  the  Prince 
fome  kind  or  fatisfaFtion,  and  to  leave  him  in  the  free 
and  quiet  pofteffion  of  his  miflrefs,  if  fhe  could  polk- 
bly  be  fadsfted  with  him  alone,,  M*  Is  Riche  was  fent 
to  Marfeilles,  where  he  remained  during  three  years* 
under  pretence  of  its  being  his  turn.  No  other  Farmer 
was  fent  into  the  country  while  he  remained  there. 
He  fpent  a  great  deal  of  money  in  that  city,  and  gave 
feveral  entertainments  to  the  ladies,  who  regretted  him 
very  much. 

The  other  adventure  is  not  of  the  fame  nature,  or 
at  lead  M.  le  Riche  does  not  appear  to  any  great  ad¬ 
vantage  in  it.  This  incident  has  made  too  much  noife, 
not  to  be  known  by  every  body ;  but  the  picture  we 
fketch  would  want  a  very  principal  feature,  if  we 
were  to  omit  it.  It  is  well  known  that  le  Riche’s 
amiable  wife  is  daughter  to  Mimi  Dancourt ;  that  fhe 
was  deflined  to  the  ilage  from  her  birth,  in  which 
profeflion  Hie  would  have  excelled,  having  all  the 
qualities  necefTary  to  make  a  good  a&refs.  The  amo¬ 
rous  financier  inhumanly  deprived  the  public  of  her. 
It  is  faid  that  fhe  was  his  miflrefs  for  twelve  years, 
and,  if  her  fidelity  was  anfwerable  to  her  perfeverance, 
he  owed  it,  no  doubt,  to  his  profufion.  He  thought 
that  an  attachment  fo  rare  could  only  be  rewarded  by 
giving  her  his  hand.  At  the  time  of  their  marriage, 
a  promife  of  fidelity  was  made,  which  was  only  to 
terminate  with  their  lives.  Their  days  were  palled 
in  pleafure,  and  crowned  with  fplendor  and  feflivity  ; 
tut  the  fortunate  defliny  of  M-  le  Riche  could  not 

L  3  #  ,  protect 
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protea  him  from  the  common  fate  of  hufbands.  The 
wit  and  charms  of  his  wife  could  not  be  concealed. 
„,f  f!er0,.;.equal1/  the  favourite  of  Venus  and  Mars, 
°^K  a.n-'  \n^  t0  ier'  ^  woman  is  not  a  throng  fortrefs  ; 
when  {he :  has  no  other  defence  than  her  huthand,  the 
doss  not  hold  out  long  againft  the  attacks  of  a  man 
accuftomed  to  pi  cafe  and  to  fubdue.  Madame  de  k 
Poupelmiere  foon  yielded  to  the  conqueror;  but,  in- 
order  to  indulge  more  commodioufly  with  her  lover, 
ke  contrived  a  chimney  that  turned  upon  fprings,  by 

v . ,cou^  P^s  'nt0  l*le  next  houfe,  that  was 
,  I^e  y  ^Gme  perions  unknown.  This  intercourfe 
Twr  T) v-hile,  and  was  at  length  difeovered  to 
k  Riche  by  a  femme  de  chambre.  He  was  fo  much 
piqued,  that  he  broke,  out  in  a  mod  furious  manner, 
and  parted  from  his  wife  ;  who,  it  is  faid,  is  not  forry 
to  be  her  own  millrefs,  that  ibe  may  follow  her  incli- 
nations  without  controul. 


JLV  i. 


L e  Normant  d’Et iolles  was  born  at  Paris,  foh 
to  le  Normant,  Treafurer  of  the  Mint,  grandfon  of 
the  father  of  M.  de  Tournehem,  Director  of  the  Kiq^k 
puddings.  He  tvas.  under  farmer,  and  married  the 
a  ugh  ter  of  M.  PoifTbn,  formerly  concerned  in  the 

King  s  affairs.  His  wite  was  Marchionefs  of  Pompa¬ 
dour.  r  - 


LVII. 

Lf,  Normant  de  To  urn  he?*  was  born  at  Paris, 
and  fon  to  an  antient  Farmer  General,  who  came  ori¬ 
ginally  front  Orleans,  of  a  very  good  family  in  that 
*own‘  He  had  been  Secretary  to  M.  Hottman,  Am- 
foafTador  from  France  in  Switzerland.  He  was  made 
Farmer  General  at  th®  death  of  his  father  and  Direc¬ 
tor  of  the  Incia  Company,  for  the  arrangement  of  the 
Farms  General,  in  the  leafe  of  the  year  1715*  He 
was  continued  in  1721,  and  in  the  following  leafes* 
He  was  appointed  Direftor  General  of  the  King’s 
buildings,  through  the  patronage  of  the  Marchionefs 
de  Pompadour,  wife  to  le  Normant  d’Etiolles,  his 

nephew* 


\ 


*  The  Duke  Richelieu, 
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nephew,  to  whom  he  ceded  his  place  of  Farmer  Ge¬ 
neral.  He  was  a  man  of  wit,  and  a  iubtle  Courtier. 

He  died  at  Etiolles,  the  27th  oi  November  1 7 5 1 » 

aged  67. 

0  LVIII. 

M\i- o,  originally' from  Burgundy,  of  a  good  family. 
He  began  by  the  fmallett  employments  m  the  offices 
for  Extra-affairs,  where  he  gained  a  confiderable  for¬ 
tune.  He  was  made  Farmer  General  in  1721,  and^ 
afterwards  PaymafteT  General  of  the  forces  in  time  of 
war.  His  fortune  has  been  fuddenly  overturned,  it  is7 
not  very  wall  known  how.  Fie  was  a  good  man. 

IJX*. 

M.uecHAL  was  born  at  Paris,  and  is  fon  to  the 
ICing's  Fir  ft  lurgeon.  He  was  Steward  of  the  Houfhold’ 
to  his  Majefty,  before  he  was  Farmer  General.  As 
It  was  merely  on  account  of  his  daughter  that  he  had 
folicited  that  place,  he  only  kept  it  till  he  found  a 
proper  match  for  her.  She  was  married  to  M.  Rouflel, 
to  whom  Mareehal  ceded  his  place.  This  was  2.  very 
honeft  man. 

LX. 

M  ass  on  was  fon  of  a  crier  of  the  Parliament  of 
Paris.  Fie  obtained  an  employment  in  the  Aids  when 
he  was  very  young,,  paffied  though  a  variety  of  em¬ 
ployments,  and  was  made  Farmer  General  in - * 

Ht  left  a  fon,  who  is  a  perfect  bear  ;  he  was  called 
Maffon  de  Maifon  Rouge ,  and  died  after  a  confiderable 
bankruptcy. 

Lxr. 

Mazade  came  from  Gafcony,  of  an  honeft  tradef- 
man’s  family.  He  entered  into  employment  very 
young.  He  acquired,  by  his  intelligence  and  aftiduity, 
to  be  raifed  from  a  fimple  Clerk  to  the  Direflorfhip 
General  of  Marfeilles.  He  was  made  Farmer  General 
In  1721,  and  continued  in  1726.  His  fon  has  had 
the  furvivorfhip  of  his  place,  and  did  the  bufinefs  of 
It  in  his  father’s  life-time.  He  was  very  able,  and 
though  he  had  preferved  the  charadbyriftic  of  the 
(country  he  came  from*  yet  he  was  a  very  good  man. 

L  4  LXII.  Ml- 
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, ,  LX  II. 

M.cavlt  was  born  at  Paris.  After  having  had  con- 
fiderable  employments,  he  was  introduced8  into  "he 
»nder  farms,  and  became  Farmer  General  in  ,7*6 
He  is  at  prefent  one  of  the  Farmers  of  the  gunpowdw 

at  MomaPrgLremaSa7JnW’  “d  °f  the  ™et  ™nuWe 

,  LXIII. 

Mirleau  DE  Neuville  worked  for  a  Ion? while 

“  'lle  Pubhc  rec"ds-  He  was  at  the  head  H  the 
Cuftoms  on  coarfe  woollen  cloth,  in  17,0;  and  in 

1721  he  was  made  Sub-Farmer  of  the  faid  Cuftoms 
in  feveral  generalities.  He  was  a  Farmer  General 
anr.  obtained  1  he  furvivorlhip  of  this  poft  for  his  {on. 
They  both  aft  in  their  department.  He  is  of  a  good 

tradefman  s  family  rather  fond  of  expence,  and  dees 

tbe  honours  of  his  houfe  very  well. 

LXTV. 

Olivier  n e  Montiu^om  was  nephew  to  M 
Olivier  de  Senezan,  Receiver  General  for  the  Clergy 
•He  was  in  trade  when  he  was  appointed  Farmer  Ge¬ 
neral  in  1721.  Not  being  verfed  in  the  affairs  of  the 
larms,  his  Secretary  does  all  the  bufinefs  of  his  depart- 

went.  He  was  very  expenfive,  haughty,  and  had  an 
infinite  deal  of  wit. 


LXV. 

Peri  net  was  born  at  Sancerre  in  Berry.  After 
the  c  eath  of  his  father,  he  was  a  wine-merchant.  Her 
is  related  to  all  the  Perinets  de  la  Tour  d’Argent,  who 
are  Prot  eft  ants.  ufied  to  fupply  the  Duke  de  Noail- 

les  with  wine,  by  whofe  credit  he  was  made  Diretfor 

rbe  in^la  ComPan7  «n  172?.  He  alfo  obtained  a 
piace  of  Farmer  General,  and  is  one  of  the  belt  men 
in  the  wor.d. 

LXV  I. 

Remy  de  Jully  began  his  fortune  in  the  lowefi 
employments,  but  his  afliduity  has  raifed  him  to  the 
firfi;  pods  of  the  finance.  He  was  Under  Farmer  of 

tho 
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the  Aids,  and  Farmer  General,  in  1721.  He  had  a 
great  fhare  of  probity,  and  was  one  of  the  moll  upright 
and  plain  men  in  the  world* 

LXVH. 

R O l I.  a n D  D’A ubreuil  was  made  F ariner  Gene¬ 
ral  in  1726,  in  the  leafe  of  Peter  Carlier,  under  M.  Ie 
Pelletier  Desforts.  Fie  continued  in  the  general  farms 
till  his  death.  He  was  of  an  honefl  tradefman’s  fa¬ 
mily,  was  not  very  rich  when  he  died,  having  render¬ 
ed  many  fervices  in  his  life-time,  for  which  he  was 
never  repaid. 

LXVIII. 

Roll  and  de  Soufferriere  was  Captain  of 
Carabineers,  and  returned  his  commiilion  to  the  King 
at  the  death  of  M.  Rolland  his  brother,  whofe  place 
he  afked,  and  had  no  great  trouble  in  obtaining.  He 
acquired  immenfe  riches,  and  was  a  very  different  man 
from  his  brother,  thinking  every  thing  allowable  that 
he  got  money  by. 

LXIX. 

PvOLlin  was  brother  to  M.  Rollin,  Under  Farmer 
of  the  Aids  in  feveral  generalities,  and  Secretary  to 
the  King  in  the  Grand  College.  He  was  appointed 
Farmer  General  in  1726,  and  continued  in  the  enfuing 
leafes.  He  is  of  an  honefl  tradefman’s  family,  and 
there  is  neither  good  nor  evil  to  be  faid  of  him. 

.  LXX. 

Roussel  was  a  native  of  Paris,  fon  of  a  notary,  and 
grandfon  to  a  falefman  in  the  market-place,  nephew  to 
M.  de  la  Garde.  Fie  married  the  daughter  of  M.  Ma- 
rechal,  fleward  to  the  King’s  houfehold,  who  gave 
him  up  his  poll  of  Farmer  General.  He  was  a  man  of 
a  handfome  perfon,  fpoke  well  and  told  lies  with  a 
good  grace,  having  all  the  difpofitions  proper  for  hi»- 
profeffion. 

This  RoufTel,  loaded  with  debt  on  account  of  his 
immoderate  luxury,  at  lafl  quitted  the  finance,  being 
obliged  to  give  up  his  eflate  to  his  creditors,  and  wasF 
fucceeded  by  a  man  named  Marchand,  his  brother-in- 

L  5  law. 


226  a  P  p  E  N  D  f  x. 

S'  ^  wT?  r°D*’  re  0f  wh0m  is  confined  in  8,. 

fflentTn  on^Vfl  COn  -  t:  the  »^er  has  an  employ- 
iiient  in  one  of  the  provinces.  *  ' 

Rouflel  drowned  himfelf. 


Savallette  was  born  at  Paris, fon  of  a  notary, who 
^vas  fon  to  a  vinegar-merchant.  He  was  only  Clerk  at 
JM.  hagons,  and  afterwards  employed  in  feveral  con¬ 
trails.  He  was  married  to  Mademoifelle  de  Noce 
wnofe  mother  was  the  friend  of  Count  Noce,  a  favou- 
I  °*  the  Regent,  and  who  made  him  Farmer  Gene- 
.*  One  ot  his  daughters  was  married  to  M.  de  Cour¬ 
tesies,  Ambaflador  in  Switzerland,  and  another  to  the 
Count  de  Revel  de  Broglio.  He  was  exceffively  rich 
Very  proud,  and  died  the  5th  May  1756. 

LXXII. 

,v^A.ULlHER  DE  t a  Mo i ss i etr e  had  been  all  h is 
jife-time  in  the  under  farms,  for  the  damping  gold  and 
iilver.  He^  was  made  farmer  General  in  1721,  and 
turned  out  in  172 6,  having  loft  his  protestor.  He  was 
an  able  man,  of  an  excellent  difpofttion.  It  is  not 
inown  whether  he  left  any  children, 

l 

lxxiii; 

Tex  ie  r  was  from  a  village  called  Audeme,  four 
leagues  from  Montpellier,  fon  to  an  inhabitant  of  that 
place.  He  came  very  young  to  Paris,  and  it  is  affirm¬ 
ed  that  he  wore  a  livery.  His  firft  employment  was  the 
^  being  Clerk  of  the  Aids  of  Rouen,  and  afterwards  Di¬ 
rector.  He  had  amaffed  a  fortune,  fo  that  he  married 
a  yotfng  lady  from  St.  Cyr.  He  was  made  Farmer  Ge¬ 
neral  by  the  means  of  the  Regent,  in  1721.  Fie  was 
haughty,  fevere,  and  impertinent, 

LXXIV. 

Jhiroux  de  La  illy  was  born  at  Paris,  fon  to  an  an- 
tient  Farmer  Genera],  originally  of  Burgundy,  of  a  noble 
family.  This  man  was  Treafurer  to  the  King’s  houfe- 
j^ld.  He  was  made  Farmer  General  in  1721,  and 

continued 
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continued  in  17*6,  and  was  appointed  Farmer  of 
the  polls.  He  has  a  great  deal  ot  wit,  but  pays  very* 
little  regard  to  his  word. 


LXXV.  .  ,  , 

Thoinasd  was  originally froiji Orleans.  His  father 
was  Lieutenant  Crimine!  in  the  Special  Court  of  Judica¬ 
ture  of  that  city.  He  was  of  a  very  good  family ,  and  in 
eafy  circumftances.  He  was  put  in  the  employments, 
very  young :  the  laft  he  filled  was  that  ot  Receiver  at 
Rouen.  He  was  afterwards  in  feveral  under  .arms,  and 
Infpeftor  General  of  the  farms  at  Rouen,  Caen,  and 
Alencon,  in  1719.  .  He  had  the  addrefs  to  get  ad  his 
bills 'placed  in  different  funds,  and  received  reaay 
money  for  them.  There  was  no  perfon  in  the  world, 
but  his  wife,  could  vie  with  him  in  avarice  ;  beiules^ 
he  was  a  felFfufficient  coxcomb,  and,  in  a  word,  one  ot 
the  refufe  of  mankind. 


LXXVT. 

Vatbois  du  Metz.  This  man  was  not  known, 
in  the  under  farms.  He  became  rich  by  Law  s  fyftem, 
under  the  patronage  of  Cardinal  Fleuri,  from  wnom 
he  obtained  one  of  the  ten  places  of  Farmers  General 
in  1726.  He  left  a  confiderable  eflate  at  his  dmth. 
He  was  a  good  kind  of  man.  His  wife  was  the  mod 
elegant  woman  in  Paris,  and  was  very  haughty.  Soon 
after  the  death  of  her  hufband,  die  married  Count 
W tamer,  Captain  in  the  Guards. 


N°.  VI/ 

letter  of  th*  Duke  of  Bourbon  to  the  Firjl  Prefulent  of 

the  Parliament  of  Paris. 

Fontainebleau,  15th  September,  1725. 

IT  is  with  infinite  concern  I  fee  that  the  people 
have  not  reaped  the  benefit  of  the  feveral  orders  I 
have  given  to  procure  them  a  fpeedy  relief.  I  2111 

much 
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S",u  “d  £;«  "SifP9ifv™0p'“^f”« 

•“"S  .0  ,he  „£;  ,"h “  “i C  tJZ  Z  “  *dd  ■ ny 

I  have  tak-n  „,;,t,  *?c  given,  nor  to  the  precautions 

J'uccefsiW  w'll  hwh,'Ch,  y°u  are  acquainted.  The 
.  t_n<it  wiil  attend  the  cxccufion  nf*  *n 

ffS. Si: 

’  becaufe  milery  difturbs  their  reafon,  and  becaufe 

ionYlabour  TP  f  °fjUYnS  With  how  a  en 
1  n  r  ,  Y,e  them  from  their  terrible  fitu- 

Uu’t  71  lT  Ch  1  am  h,Urt  bey°nd  expreffion. 

indLnJynnl!  n°r  ,concea’  brom  70U-  llow  much  my 
iiaufem  1,  rai‘ed  aSalI4  fome  members  of  the  Par- 
W’,°  C?nn0t  be  'gnorant  of  the  purity  of  m„ 

who  1  °nev  Y°lkr0W  ‘he  m°tlVes  of  yourAffemblies  j 
ho  nevertheless,  carry  their  boldnefs  and  temerity 

, f,0  fPeak  agamft  their  own  knowledge,  and 
ho  by  dncour.es  equally  falfe  and  feditious,  keep  up 

their  aYUrS  °f  fn.lll-lnformed  people.  Perfons  whom 

SsELd^sgryK* ”d » 

^1  have  given  very  fpecial  orders  to  difcover  thofe 
M'h,°  P^me  *  conduft  Co  blameable,  and  their  licenti- 
oufiiefsdliall  be  pumihed  with  deferved  ehaftifement 
What  I  have  been  faying  to  you,  is  no  fecret,  and 
you  need  not  have  any  kind  of  fcruple  to  publiil,  my 


With  regard  to  what  you  fend  me  word,  that  corn- 
merchants  and  bakers  cannot  be  puniihed  by  reafon 
of  their  being  wanted;  I  think  it  is  a  very  fad  cir~ 
rumftance,  that  one  cannot  proceed  agalnft  fuch  dan¬ 
gerous  malverfations.  This,  however,  is  a  cafe  that 
concerns  you  ;  and  I  think  that  you  ought,  at  leaft  by 
your  converfation,  to  ihew  the  public  the  motives 
which  prevent  the  puniilunent  of  their  criminal  pro- 
Ceedings.  As  to  myfelf,  I  will  fupport,  with  all  fuita- 

fcie 
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ble  authority,  the  remedies  that  fhall  be  indicated  tcs> 
me  by  the  Affembly  over  which  you  prefide. 

I  have  examined  with  much  attention  the  memorial 
which  the  Attorney  General  has  fent  me,  and  1  have 
given  orders  accordingly  to  M.  Dodun,  who  is  gone  to 
Paris  to  regulate  all  matters  in  concert  with  you.  As 
he  is-  perfectly  acquainted  with  the  bufinefs,  he  will 
take  care  to  avoid  the  inconveniences  mentioned  in 
your  letter,  &c. 


he  Speech  of  his  mojl  Chriflian  Majefly ,  pronounced  i?i 
Council y  on  the  \6th  of  June,  1726. 

IT  was  time  that  I  fhould  take  upon  myfelf  the 
government  of  my  kingdom,  and  that  I  fhould  give 
myfelf  up  entirely  to  the  affection  I  owe  to  my  people, 
to  flrew  how  much  I  am  fenfible  of  their  attachment. 
However  perfuaded  I  may  be  of  the  zeal  which  my 
coufin  the  Duke  of  Bourbon  has  exerted  in  the  affairs 
I  have  intruded  to  his  management,  and  how  great 
foever  may  be  the  affedlion  I  (till  have  for  him,  yet  I 
have  thought  it  neceffary  to  fupprefs  and  aboliili  the- 
title  and  functions  of  Prime  Minifter. 

/  have  already  given  orders,  that  the  refolution  I 
have  taken  to  affume  the  government  of  my  kingdom 
iiato  my  own  hands,  fhould  be  communicated  to  my 
Parliament  of  Paris,  and  the  fame  fhall  be  done  with 
regard  to  my  other  Parliaments.  I  fhall  make  it 
known  by  circular  letters  to  all  the  Governors  and  In- 
tendants  of  my  provinces,  and  I  have  alfo  ordered  that 
notice  fhould  be  given  of  it  to  my  Miniiters  in  foreign 
Courts.  My  intention  is,  that  every  thing  which  con¬ 
cerns  the  offices  about  my  own  perfon,  fhould  be  upon 
the  fame  footing  as  under  the  late  King  my  great¬ 
grandfather.  In  the  room  of  M-  Dodun*  who  has 
afked  my  leave  to  refign,  I  have  chofen  M.  Pelletier 
Desforts  to  fill  up  the  poll  of  Comptroller  General  of 
my  finances  ;  and  M.  de  Breteuil  having  afked  the 
fame  permiffion  of  me,  I  have  appointed  M.  Te  Blanc  to 
his  pofl  of  Secretary  of  the  War  department. 

The  Councils  fhall  be  punctually  holden  on  the 
$ays  appointed  for  them,  and  the  affairs  will  be  con- 
*  du&egl 
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ducted  there  as  ufual.  With  regard  to  the  favotirs  Y 
may  have  to  beftow,  application  mud  be  immediately 
made  to  me,  and  I  will  put  the  memorial  into  the 
hands  of  my  Keeper  of  the  Seals,  my  Secretaries  of 
State,  and  my  Comptroller  General  of  finance: 

I  drill  appoint  dated  times  for  the  tranfa&ion  of 
bufmefs,  at  which  the  antient  Bifhop  of  Frejus  will 
alvrays  attend,  as  well  as  at  the  other  details  with 
which  different  perfons  are  intruded,  by  virtue  of  the 
offices  they  till.  In  a  word,  I  mean  to  follow  in  every 
thing,  as  much  as  poflible,  the  example  of  the  late 
King  my  great-grandfather. 

Jf  you  rhould  think  there  is  any  other  thing-  to  be 
done,  in  thefe  early  times,  you  may  propofe  it  to  me 
with  confidence  ;  and  I  expert,  from  your  zeal  for  my 
fervice,  that  you  diould  aflift  me  in  the  defign  I  have  of 
rendering  my  government  glorious,  bv  making  it  ufefuf 
to  my  State  and  to  my  People,  whofe  happinefs  fhaik 
ever  be  the  drd  objeft  of  my  care. 

***  Compliment  adJreffed  by  Cardinal  Fleuri  to  his  moil  ~ 
Chriftian  Majejly ,  after  he  had  received  his  Car  dir 
rial's  hat  from  the  King.' 

SIR’ 

THE  new  dignity  for’  which  I  am  come  to  pay 
homage  to  your  Majedy,  how  great  foever  it  may  be 
in  itfelf,  is  dill  infinitelv  more  valuable  to  me,  becaufe 
I  hold  it  only  from  your  Majedy’s  hands,  and,  if  I 
may  venture  to  fay  it,  becaufe  it  reflects  no  lefs  honour 
on  your  Majedy  than  on  myfelf. 

Let  me  be  permitted,  Sir,1  publicly  to  make  known,- 
on  this  occadon,  what  the  goodnefs  of  your  heart  had 
fuggeded  to  you  in  my  behalf,  at  th*  time  when  your 
Majedy  was  not  yet  become  the  didributor  of  favours. 
Not  only  you  had  dedgned  for  me  your  right  of  nomi¬ 
nation  to  the  Cardinaldiip,  without  my  having  taken 
the  liberty  to  fpeak  of  it  to  you,  but  you  have  further, 
without  mentioning  it  to  me,  folicited,  before  the  ufu- 
al  time,  that  this  favour  fhould  be  beftowed  upon  me. 

I  acknowledge^ 

V 

>  MT 
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I  acknowledge,  Sir,  that  there  is  perhaps  Tome  fe- 
cret  and  inward  motive  of Telf-love,  in  acquainting  the 
public  with  a  mark  of  attention  in  your  Majefty,  fo 
gracious  to  me;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  fliould  I  not 
with  reafon  be  charged  with  ingratitude,  if  I  fliould 
negleft  announcing  to  the  people  of  France,  that  there 
is  in  your  Majefty  a  fund  of  goodnefs,  of  fentiment, 
and,  lam  not  afraid  to  fay  it, '  of  gratitude,  which 
ought  to  afford  the  greateft  comfort  to  your  fubje&s  ? 

The  majefty  of  the  throne  attracts  only  our  refpedt: 
The  great  talents  of  Princes  excite  admiration  ;  their 
power  commands  awe  ;  but  it  is  by  mtldnefs,  goodnefs, 
and  humanity,  that  they  eftabliflf  their  fway  over  our 
hearts.  And  what  are  not  the  French  capable  of 
undertaking,  of  doing,  and  even  of  fuffering,  when 
they  think  themfelves  beloved  by  their  rulers  ? 

The  Eaftern  nations  render  to  their  Sovereigns  a 
worfhip  almoft  equal  to  that  of  the  Divinity.  Among 
the  nations  of  Europe,  there  are  fome  who  wifli  to 
govern  their  Kings :  others,  which  though  much  at¬ 
tached  and  very  faithful  to  them,  yet  rather  refpeft 
than  love*  them:  But  the  proper  character  of  the 
French,  is  love  for  their  King,  is  the  delire  of  pleafing 
jiim,  the  wifh  of  feeing,  and  drawing  near  to  him, 
and  of  being  beloved  by  him. 

Your  Majefty  has  received,  from  your  earljeft  in¬ 
fancy,  proofs  of  this  affection.  Your  fubjefts,  Sir, 
have  loved  you,  before  you  were  capable  of  returning 
their  love. 

Their  confternation  in  your  illnefs  has  been  equal 
to  that  of  a  family  trembling  for  the  fate  of  him  on 
v/hom  they  depend  for  fupport ;  and  the  joy  they 
have  teftified  at  your  recovery  has  been  lometimes 
carried  to  fuch  lengths,  as  almoft  to  exceed  the  bounds 
of  moderation. 

With  what  acclamations  have  not  your  faithful  peo¬ 
ple  received  the  declaration  your  Majefty  has  made  of 
taking  the  government  of  your  kingdom  into  your  own 
hands!  And  what  happy  profpett  do  they  not  think 
they  have  i  right  to  flatter  thernfelves  with,  when 
they  fee  the  eminent  qualities  of  your  auguft  great¬ 
er  and- 


232  APPENDIX. 

grand-father,  whom  you  have  chofen  for  your  model 
clifclofing  themfelves  more  and  more  in  your  Majefty  f 
A  ipirit  of  order  and  juftice,  a  conception  from  which 
nothing  efcapes,  an  impenetrable  fecrecy,  a  rectitude 
of  judgment,  an  eafy  and  mild  accefs,  no  fans  of 
impatience,  never  one  word,  one  (ingle  word  difaoree- 
able  to  anyone,  an  a  verfion  for  every  kind  of  luxury; 
but,  what  is  infinitely  above  all,  an  invariable  attach¬ 
ment  to  religion  and  refpedd  tor  our  holy  myfteries 

which  no  external  inattention,  no  bad  examples,  can 
interrupt. 

x  hefe,  Sir,  are  the  qualities  we  already  admire  in 
your  Majefty,  and  upon  which  arefounded  the  reafon- 
able  hopes  your  fubjects  entertain,  of  feeing  you  one 
day  equal  to  our  greateft  Kings. 

Nothing  is  more  hazardous  nor  more  difficult  to  an- 
fwer  than  a  great  expectation  ;  but  I  dare  affirm,  that 
it  is  in  the  power  of  your  Majefty  not  to  fruftrate  our 
hopes. 

May  you,  Sir,  fulfil  them  in  ail  the  extent  which 
our  neceftkies  require  l  May  we  have  the  confolaiion 
to  behold,  renewed  in  your  facred  perfon,  the  pru¬ 
dence  of  the  King,  your  great-grand-father,  in  the  art 
of  government;  all  the  goodnefs  of  the  Dauphin, 
your  grandfather,  and  all  the  piety  of  your  auguft  fa¬ 
ther.  This  will  be,  Sir,  to  me,  the  moft  affiefting 
reward,  I  can  ever  receive,  for  my  refpeCtful,  and,  if 
I  may  be  permitted  to  fay  fo,  my  tender  attachment 
to  your  Majefty. 


.  N°.  VII. 

Memorial  for  Count  Broglio ,.  Amhaffador  in  England? 
refpeding  the  french  colonies  in  America . 

*  ■*  4  '  * 

At  Verfailles,  1 1  th  April,  1 724,, 
North  America. 

BY  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  the  King  has  ceded 
to  his  Brifanftic  Majefty  Nova  Scotia,  *  other- 

wife 
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wife  called  Acadia,  in  its  whole  extent,  agreeably  to 
its  antient  limits,  as  alfo  the  city  of  Port  Royal. 

The  claim  of  the  Englifh  is,  to  include  under  the 
name  of  Acadia,  not  only  the  land  of  the  pcniofula, 
but  likewife  all  the  continent  which  lies  to  the  fouth 
of  the  river  St.  Laurence,  as  far  as  the  fea,  which 
would  render  the  Englifh  mailers  of  all  the  a  rench 
pofleflions  that  lie  between  the  Green  Bay  and  Que¬ 
bec.  If  this  claim  were  to  take  place,  France  would 
lofe  a  part  of  Canada,  and  would  be  rendered  incapa¬ 
ble  of  keeping  the  reft.  #  . 

England  has  no  right  to  fupport  this  claim.  The 
letters  of  grant  which  Sir  William  Alexander  obtained 
in  1621,  from  James  I.  King  of  England,  of  the  land? 
of  Acadia,  under  the  title  of  Nova  Scotia,  and  of  the 
lands  of  the  Gulph  of  St.  Laurence,  as  far  as  Gafp6, 
together  with  thofe  of  the  coaft  of  Nonremberg,  the 
country  of  the  Ftechemins,  from  the  bottom  of  the 
bav  as  far  as  New  England,  cannot  afford  a  title  to 
them. 

In  1604,  the  French  were  forming  a  fixed  fettlement 
on  the  coaft  of  Nouremberg,  in  the  county  of  the 
Etechemins,*  and  another  at  Port  Royal.  They  had, 
long  before  this,  taken  poftefTion  of  the  lands,  extend¬ 
ing  as  far  as  the  3  3d  degree.  In  the  mean  while,  in 
1607,  a  company  was  formed  in  England,  which  un¬ 
dertook  a  new  fettlement  in  Virginia,  which  is  ft tuated 
between  the  % c;th  and  40th  degrees. 

The  Englifh.  riot  fatisfied  with  the  colony  they  had 
fettled,  would  alfo  feize  upon  the  lands  occupied  by 
the  French  ift  1613;  they  drove  awav  thofe  who  were 
upon  the  coaft  of  Nouremb  Tg,  in  the  country  of  the 
Eteehemins,  and  at  Port  Royal,  and  continued  their 
hoftditfes  till  1629.  when  they  took  Quebec,  and 
made  themfelves  mafters  of  all  the  continent  which 
belonged  to  France,  long  before  they  had  been  there. 
It  was  during  rhefe  hoftilities,  that  the  grant  was  made 
to  Sir  William  Alexander.  He  afked  it  to  a  greater 
extent  than  it  could  be  given  to  him,  in  hopes  that  his 
country  might  take  the  reft  :  in  which  he  was  miftak- 
y  for  all  the  lands  of  New  France,  Canada,  and 
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Acadhi,  having  been  reftored  to  France  by  the  treaty 
o.  bt.  Germain  en  Laye,  of  the  29th  of  March  i6« 
this  grant  could  not  give  him  a  title  agrainft  France  * 
and  the  Englifli  have  in  fome  nreafure  acknowledged 
this  by  the  treaty  of  Utrecht  ;  fince  it  is  not  faid  there, 
that  Prance  fhall  ref  ore ,  but  dial!  cede  Acadia  to  En¬ 
gland  ;  which  has  even  required  huers  patent  of  this 
ccihon,  that  have  been  difpatched  on  the  6th  of  May, 
I7\3*  .  ^  cannot  be  faid,  that  the  terms  of  cefticn  and 
reftitution  are  fynonimous,  or,  that  the  Englifli  have 
been  inattentive  to  the  expreftion,  fince,  in  the  fame 
^  .  .  to  reftore  to  the  Englijh  is  ufed  in 

lpeaking  of  Hudlon  s  Bay.  The  queftion  therefore  is, 
to  find  out,  without  regard  to  the  title  here  fpoken  ofj 
what  were  the  antient  limits  of  Acacia. 

There  is  no  doubt  but  that  the  French  difeovered 
the  continent  of  North  America  before  the  Englifh ; 
the  inhabitants  of  Britany  and  Normandy,  having  been' 
a  fiiliing  on  the  ifland  of  Newfoundland  in  1  504,  Fran¬ 
ck  I.  in  1533,  caufed  a  difeovery  to  be  made  of  the 
lands  lying  from  the  33d  degree  to  the  47th  of  north 
latitude,  and  it  is  psrt  of  thefe  lands  that. are  now  in 
queftion. 

John  Verafany  was  the  perfon  employed  ;  he  arrived 
at  a  new  land,  in  about  34  degrees  of  latitude,  where 
he  went  on  ftiore,  and  took  pofteftion  of  it  for  France, 
He  ran  along  the  coaft  as  far  as  the  50th  degree,  and 
difeovered  in  this  voyage  an  extent  of  country  of  more 
than  70  leagues.  He  landed  at  different  diftances,  in 
order  to  furvey  the  country,  and  to  take  poffeffion  of 
it.  He  named  all  this  extent  of  land  Ne<w  France ,  a 
name  which  it  has  fince  preferved. 

Baron  Lery  was  fent,  in  1  <538,  to  form  a  fettlement 
there.  He  landed  at  Sable  Ifland,  where  the  fituation 
of  the  fpot  determined  him  to  ftay  ;  but  he  was  obliged 
to  give  it  up  for  want  of  freih  water,  and  on  account 
of  the  badnefs  of  the  foil.  He  left  fome  cattle  there, 
which  have  multiplied,  and  fomf  of  which  are  ftill  to 
be  found. 

James  Cartier  was  employed  after  him  to  go  to 
New  France :  he  furveyed,  at  his  firft  voyage,  th* 

ifland- 


if] and  of  Newfoundland,  and  difcovered  the  Gulph  of 
Saint  Laurence,  with  all  its  ccralls.  At  the  fecond 
voyage,  he  penetrated  to  the  ifland  of  Saint  Laurence, 
He  returned  there  in  1540.  He  was  obliged  by  ftrefs 
of  weather  to  Hand  in  for  the  port  Of  Carpou,  in  New¬ 
foundland.  From  thence  he  went  to  the  river  Saint 
Laurence,  as  far  as  the  port  of  Sainte-Croix,  where  he 
landed  Count  Roberval,  who  was  chofen  by  the  King 
to  make  the  fettlements  in  New  France,  and  who  con- 
llrufted  a  fort  at  the  diitance  of  four  leagues  from 
Sainte-Croix. 

Count  Roberval  returned  the  following  year,  and 
alio  formed  a  fettlement  on  the  illand  of  Cape  Breton. 

The  care  that  was  taken  to  fettle  the  northern  part 
of  New  France,  did  not  occafion  the  fouthern  part  to 
be  neglected. 

John  Ribaud  was  chofen,  in  1562,  to  go  and  make 
a  fettlement  towards  the  34th  degree,  where  Verafany 
had  firth  landed.  Ribaud  named  the  Cape  at  which 
he  arrived,  Cape  Francis ,  which  is  diilant  from  the 
Equator  about  30  degrees.  Fie  caufed  to  be  fixed 
upon  the  borders  of  a  river,  which  he  called  the  River 
of  May,  a  done  pillar,  with  a  paper  on  which  were 
engraved  the  arms  of  France.  He  named  this  place 
Charles  Fort,  in  honour  of  King  Charles  IX. 

In  feme  ancient  Dutch  charts  we  find  the  names  of 
all  thefe  rivers,  which  have  been  altered  by  the  En- 
glifh.  They  have  called  the  place  where  Charles  fort 
was,  CharlesTown. 

John  Ribaud  returned  into  France,  and  left  fome  of 
his  people  in  the  countrv.  Several  of  them  perifhed  ; 
*n'd  the  fiirvivors  built  a  veffel  to  carry  themfelves 
back  to  France.  They  were  thrown  on  the  Engliili 
coaft,  where  they  found  an  Englifh  veffel,  which 
came  up  with  them,  and  in  which  there  was  a  French 
feaman,  who  had  failed  the  year  before  with  Captain 
Ribnud.  The  weakeft  of  the  peotde  were  put  on 
fh  ore,  and  were  conducted  to  the  Queen  of  England, 
It  cannot  be  doubted  but  that  it  was  from  the  account 
they  gave,  that  the  Queen  refolved  to  fend  fome  peo¬ 
ple  into  the  country  from  whence  they  came  ;  for 


236 


appendix. 


an'ived  on  ths  coaft,  and 
jB  , T/  C“p  ,n-  Laudonn.,er>.  who  had  been  lent  there 
}  4,  pernninon  to  take  in  water,  of  which  th  v 
were  much  in  want.  They  landed  only  upon  the 

rivedWtEr  V  EfnCt  Were>  ami  Captain  RibLd  ar- 
r«o  Europe  1  33  "  thCyi  hethen  retUrneJ 

thifmPnna'r  La|ud0nn'er  'Sa|Ve  /he  name  of  Carolina  to 

Hus  ilEnd,  in  honour  to  Charles  IX. 

In  the  fame  year  fix  large  Spanilh  fhips  arrived 
„T ’  t0°h  the  fort  from  the  French,  and  treated 
them  with  great  cruelty.  The  Spaniards  were  driven 
away  m  ,567,  by  Captain  Gourgues  of  Bourdeaux, 
who  returned  the  fame  year  into  France.  Captain 
Kibaud  went  there  again  a  few  years  after  this. 

lylh^ls  c°ntil,fnt  belonged  to  the  French, 
tne  bnghlh  aid  notfcruple  to  form  fettlements  there 

Humphrey  Gilbert  went  from  England  in  ie8* 
with  a  defig^n  to  eUabl-iTi  a  colony  in  New  France.  He 
-3nded  on  the  ifknd  of  Newfoundland,  at  a  port  which 
he  called  St  John’s.  He  found  there  feveral  fi/hing- 
fmacks  belonging  to  different  nations,  and  took  two 
French  fEps  that  were  there.  Philip  Amadus  and 
Arthur  Barton  fitted  out  an  expedition  in  England  to 
go  and  fettle  a  colony  on  part  of  New  France  ;  and  on 
fhe  4th  of  July,  1584,  they  landed  in  the  34th  degree 
of  latitude,  above  Carolina.  In  honour  of  Queen 
Elizabeth,  they  called  the  country  Virginia  ;  and  af¬ 
ter  having  carried  on  fome  kind  of  trade  with  the  na¬ 
tives  of  the  country,  they  returned  into  Europe. 

The  Engli/h  went  there  again  the  year  following, 
and  left  107  men  to  fettle  there;  but  they  ftaid  no 
longer  than  one  year,  when  they  went  back  to  Eng¬ 
land.  The  Englifii  returned  with  fuccours  for  them  ; 
but  as  they  did  not  find  them  upon  the  coaft,  they 
left  only  13  men  there. 

In  1587,  they  fent  a  hundred  and  fifty  men,  who 
were  maftacred  by  the  natives  of  the  country  ;  this 
difeouraged  the  Englifh  fo  much,  that  none  of  the 
Beet  fent  there  in  1590  would  remain,, 
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The  French,  who  were  prevented  by  the  continual 
wars  prevailing  in  Europe,  from  following  up  their 
eftablifhments  in  New  France,  continued  however  to 
fend  fhips  there,  in  order  to  trade  with  the  natives  of 
the  country,  and  for  the  cod  and  whale  fifheri&s. 

The  MarquifTes  of  Courtenval  and  de  la  Roche  be¬ 
gan  thefe  fettlements  again  in  1596.  M.  Chavin  fuc- 
ceeded  them,  and  went  to  Tadoufiac,  to  Qj?  ebec, 
and  in  the  river  St.  Laurence,  where  he  left  men  to 
fettle. 

M.  de  Mons,  Gentleman  in  ordinary  of  the  King’s 
Bedchamber,  and  Governor  of  Pons,  undertook  to 
fettle  a  part  of  Neav  France  in  1604.  He  fent  fome 
fhips  to  trade  with  Canada,  and  went  to  the  ifland  of 
St.  Croix,  upon  the  coaft  of  Nouremberg,  the  country 
of  the  Etechemins,  where  he  itaid  three  years.  He 
then  went  to  Port  Royal.  He  employed  the  three 
years  of  his  flay  in  the  country,  in  vifiting  the  coafts, 
as  far  as  the  fortieth  degree  of  latitude,  and  found  fe¬ 
deral  favages,  with  whom  the  French  fhhermen  trad¬ 
ed.  He  left  M.  de  Potricourt,  who  attended  to  the 
fettling  of  Port  Royal.  After  his  return  into  France, 
he  ufed  to  fend  every  year  fhips  into  the  river  St.  Lau¬ 
rence,  to  trade  there. 

In  thofe  times,  the  limits  afcribed  to  Net y  France 0 
on  the  weftern  fide,  were,  the  land  extending  to  the 
Pacific  Ocean,  beyond  the  Tropic  of  Cancer  ;  to  the 
fouth,  the  iflands,  and  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  on  the 
fide  of  Cuba  and  Hifpaniola  ;  to  the  eaft,  the  nor¬ 
thern  fea,  which  wafhes  the  coaft  of  New  France  5 
and  to  the  north,  the  fea  which  is  called  the  Unknown 
fea,  towards  the  Frozen  ocean,  as  far  as  the  Ar&ic 
Pole. 

This  is  a  plain  relation  of  what  has  happened  a- 
mong  the  Furopean  nations,  with  refpetf:  to  the  conti¬ 
nent  of  North  America.  It  belongs  to  France  on  the 
claim  of  firfl  pofieffion  3  and,  as  this  right  cannot  be 
loft,  but  by  forfaking  the  thing  poffefled  it  muft  ftill 
be  reckoned  as  belonging  to  Franc.,  becaufe,  far  from 
having  forsaken  it,  the  French  have  continued,  and 
itill  .continue  to  form  eftablilhments  there.  It  is  true, 

that 
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that  thefe  lettlements  have  not  been  made  upon  the 
fame  fpot ;  but  as  they  were  upon  the  fame  continent 
©i  xand,  France  cannot  be  fuppofed  to  have  relinquiih- 
the  territory,  the  fettlement  of  v/hich  fhe  had  dis¬ 
continued,  or  that  upon  which  ilie  had  not  yet  madfr 
any  fettlement.  All  the  nations  of  Europe  have  agreed 
in  giving  the  name  of  New  France,  upon  their  maps, 
to  the  continent  of  North  America  ;  and  it  jhould  feem, 
that  acknowledging  by  this  the  property  of  France  to 
iC»  they  ought  not  to  have  thought, of  fettling  there. 
Neverthelels  we  have  feen,  by  what  has  been  before 
related,  that  the  Englifh  fettled  in  1607  in  Virginia  ; 
that  they  remained  quietly  there  till  1613  *  that  they 
-continued  hoitiSities  from  that  time  till  1629  >  anti  that 
they  made  themfelves  matters  of  all  the  ports  that  the 
French  had  upon  the  continent:  which  were  rettored 
by  the  treaty  concluded  at  St.  Germain  en  Laye  in 
1632. 


The  Dutch  alfo  fent  into  Newfoundland  in  1609, 
"to  trade  there,  and  in  1615  they  built  a  fortrefs  on  the 
borders  of  the  Jea,  in  about  forty  degrees  of  latitude  ; 
they  built  an  inland  fort,  which  they  called  Orange 
Fort,  and  named  the  country  the  New  Netherlands. 
jDavid  Hudfon  bad  made  them  acquainted  with  this 
land  ;  for  he  had  been  on  fhore  there,  after  having 
attempted  in  vain  a  pattage  by  the  North  of  America, 
to  go  to  China  and  Tartary,  and  he  had  called  the 
country  Motance.  1  ' 

At  the  fame  time  the  Englifh  fent  to  form  a  fettle 
ment  in  about  forty-one  degrees  of  latitude.  They 
ettablifhed  a  colony  there,  *nd  gave  to  the  country 
the  name  of  New  England.  The  Dutch  afterwards 
gave  up  their  fettlement  to  them. 

The  Englifh  have  continued  puihing  on  their  fet- 
tlements  upwards,  along  the  coaft,  notwithftanding 
any  oppofition  they  met  with  from  the  part  of  France, 
to  whom  the  country  belonged.  At  length,  in  1700, 
they  wanted  to  eflablifh  themfelves  beyond  the  river 
St.  George.  M.  de  Cailliere,  Governor  General  of 
New  France,  oppofed  them,  which  occattoned  fome 
conteft  between  the  two  nations. 
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It  was  agreed,  between  this  Governor  General  and 
that  of  Bofton,  that  the  river  St.  George  fhould  mark 
out  the  limits  of  their  government,  upon  the  borders 
of  the  fea. 

* 

A  French  and  Englifh  Officer  was  fent  to  fix  a  poft, 
with  the  arms  of  their  refpedlive  nations  ;  this  was 
executed  upon  a  point  projecting  into  the  fea,  at  three 
leagues  diftance  from  the  mouth  of  the  river.  It  would 
be  an  advantage  to  the  Englifli,  if  the  French  would 
acknowledge  this  boundary  ;  but,  as  part  of  the  lands 
of  the  Abenakis  are  coinpriled  in  the  Englifli  portion, 
this  boundary  cannot  take  place,  and  mu  ft  therefore 
be  fixed  at  Kafkebe,  where  the  territories  of  the  Abe¬ 
nakis  commence.  This  is  even  conformable  to  the 
fp!rit  of  he  treaty  of  Utrecht;  which  lays:  that  the 
CommiJJbners  are  to  decide  which  are  the  ja^v aces  in  al- 
Hance  wi  h  the  refpeftive  nations.  There  can  be  no 
doubt  but  that  the  Abenakis,  who  are  all  Catholics, 
nuift  be  the  allies  of  France  ;  and  confequently  their 
land  cannot  belong  to  the  Englifh 

The  queftion  itherefore  is,  to  decide  what  are  the 
limits  of  Acacia,  which  the  King  has  ceded  to  the 
Englifh  bv  the  Xllth  article  of  the  treaty  of  Utrecht, 
m  the  following  manner. 

“  The  molt  Chriftian  King  will  caufe  to  be  put  into 
6i  the  hands  of  Great  Britain,  on  the  day  that  the  rati- 
u  fications  of  the  treaty  of  the  prefent  peace  are  ex- 
£4  changed,  letters  and  authentic  documents,  which 
“  will  teftify  the  ceflion  made  in  perpetuity  to  the 
f<  Queen,  and  to  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain,  of  th*« 
u  ifland  of  St.  Kitt’s,  which  the  fubje&s  of  her  Britannic 
c*  Majefty  henceforward  4Riall  only  pofTefs ;  of  Nova 
C(  Scotia,  otherwife  called  Acadia,  in  its  whole  extent^ 
<e  agreeably  to  its  antient  limits  ;  as  alfo  of  the  town 
ct  of  Port  Royal,  at  prefent  called  Annapolis  Royal  ; 

and  generally  of  all  the  dependencies  of  the  faid 
l<  lands  and  iflands  of  the  country,  together  -with  the 
u  fovereignty,  .pofTcflion,  and  all  rights  acquired  by 
Ci  treaty,  or  otherwife,  which  the  mod  Chriftian  King, 
the  Crown  of  France,  or  any  of  their  fubie£ts  what- 
Fo«ver,  have  hitherto  holder:  upon  the  faid  Wands* 

a  places* 
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“  places,  and  their  inhabitants ;  fo  that  the  moll  Chrif- 
u  tian  King  cedes  and  transfers  the  whole  to  the  faid 
“  Queen,  and  to  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain,  and 
“  that  in  manner  and  form  fo  ample,  that  it  fhall  not 
“  be  in  future  permitted  to  the  fubjedls  of  the  moft 
4i  Chriftian  King  to  carry  on  the  fifhery  in  the  faid  Teas, 
“  bays,  and  other  places,  nearer  than  at  the  diftancc 
“  thirty  leagues  from  Nova  Scotia  to  the  fouth-weft, 
“  beginning  from  Sable  ifland  inclufive,  and  continu- 
“  ing  towards  the  fouth-wefl.” 

'I'his  article  contains  different  arrangements.  That 
which  concerns  the  ifland  of  St.  Kitt’s,  and  its  de¬ 
pendencies  has  been  fulfilled. 

The  fecond,  concerns  the  cefilon  of  Acadia  accord¬ 
ing  to  its  antient  limits,  which  are  to  be  determined  3 
and  this  is  the  matter  in  dil'pute  between  the  two  nati¬ 
ons. 

Upon  fuch  an  occafion,  the  only  way  is  to  have  re- 
courfe  to  books  which  have  treated  of  this  province, 
and  which,  having  been  written  in  unfufpicious  times, 
bear  teflimony  to  the  truth,  which  it  is  impoffible  to 
deny. 

M-  Dennis,  proprietor  of  the  land  in  1604,  from  Cape 
Canfo  inclufive,  as  far  as  Cape  Rofieres,  and  Governor 
and  Lieutenant  General  for  the  King,  hath  publifhed, 
in  1662,  a  geographical  and  hiflorical  defcription  of  the 
coaffc  of  North  America. 

In  page  29  he  favs,  that  “  from  the  river  Penobfcot, 
6i  to  the  river  St.  John,  there  maybe  about  from  forty 
i(  to  five-and-forty  leagues.  The  firft  river  is  that  of 
“  the  Etechemins, which  bears  the  name  of  the  country, 
€t  from  Boflon  to  Port  Royal.  The  favages  who  inhabit 

it,  have  alfo  the  fame  name.”  It  cannot  be  doubted 
from  this,  but  that  that  fpace  of  land  was  called  the 
country  of  the  Etechemins.  In  page  35,  the  title  of  his 
fecond  chapter  fays,  that,  he  treats  of  the  river  St. 
“John,  of  the  mines  of  Port  Royal ,  of  all  the  French 
Bay ,  &c.  This  title  fhews,  that  all  the  places  fpoken 
of  there,  were  not  Acadia  ;  but  he  explains  this  mat¬ 
ter,  much  more  clearly,  in  the  following  articles. 


Is 
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fn  the  firft,  at  page  56,  he  fays :  Coming  from 

*l  Port  Royal,  going  towards  Long  Ifland,  andcontinu- 
c<  ing  fix  or  fevcn  leagues  along  the  coafls,  We  meet 
“  with  creeks,  and  rocks  covered  with  trees,  as  far 
“  as  Long  Ifland,  which  is  about  fix  or  feven  leagues 
“  in  extent.  It  forms  a  paffage,  to  go  out  of  the 
“  French  Bay,  and  to  proceed  towards  the  land -of 
a  Acadia,  &e.” 

By  the  fecond  article,  page  58,  chapter  3,  he  fays, 

“  coming  out  the  French  Bay  to  enter  into  Aca- 
“  dia,  and  going  on  towards  Cape  Fourchu ,  &c.” 

It  is  therefore  indifputable,  that  the  French  Bay, 
from  whence  one  goes  to  the  land  of  Acadia,  is  a  diffe¬ 
rent  province. 

This  again  is  very  clearly  feenj  for  after  M.  Den¬ 
nis  has  fpoken,  at  pageTii,  of  Cape  Fourchouy-*r — 
which  is  as  it  were  the  end  of  the  French  Bay,  on 
the  fide  of  Acadia,  and  efpecially  of  Port  Ryfignol 
and  la  Heve- — — he  intitles  the  following  chapter,  at 
.page  103,  Continuation  of  Acadia  from  la  Henxe  to  Can - 
fir  where  it  ends . 

Thus  are  the  limits  belonging,  and  tending  to  Aca¬ 
dia,  very  clearly  defcribed  ;  that  is  to  fay,  between 
Cape  Canfo,  inclufive,  on  the  fide  of  the  Gulph  St, 
Laurence. 

This  is  further  confirmed,  in  page  126,  chapter 
5,  where  he  fays :  “  Canfo  is  a  harbour,  which  has 
“  full  three  fathoms  depth,  which,  from  the  Cape, 
M  begins  the  entrance  of  the  great  bay  of  St.  Lau- 
41  -rence.",J 

Confequen tly  the  land  from  Canfo  inclufive,  to 
Cape  Rofieres,  is'  a  province  diftindt  and  feparate 
from  Acadia  ;  and  this  is  fo  certain  a  fadf,  that  M« 
Dennis  was  Proprietor  nnd  Governor  of  it,  at  the 
sime  that  M.  de  St.  Eftienne  was*Prqprietor  and  Gover¬ 
nor  of  Acadia. 

The  tliird  arrangement  contains  the  cefiion  of  Port 
Royal,  now  called  Annapolis  Royal. 

There  is  nt>  dilpute  upon  this  article  ;  "but  it  is 
pro'per  to  obferve,  that  the  Englifli  having  fpect- 
ftcailjr  demanded  the  ceflion  of  this  town,  have  ae^ 
y&Lt  L  M  knowledge!! 
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knowledged  that  it  did  not  make  part  of  Acadia  >  it 
cannot  therefore  be  doubted  but  that  they  were 
acquainted  with  the  limits  mentioned  by  M.  Den- 
aiis. 

The  fourth  arrangement  is  the  ceflion  of  all  the  de¬ 
pendencies  belonging  to  the  lands,  fovereignty,  pro¬ 
perty,  pofleflion,  and  all  rights  acquired  by  treaty  and 
otherwife,  which  the  King,  the  Crown  of  France, 
cr  any  of  their  fubjedts  whatfoever,  have  hitherto 
holden  over  the  faid  iflands,  lands,  places,  and  their 
inhabitants.  With  refpedt  to  this  article,  the  bufmefs 
is  to  determine  what  can  depend  upon  the  lands  of 
Acadia,  and  the  town  of  Port  Royal.  The  lands  of 
Acadia  can  have  no  other  dependencies  than  the  iflands 
.and  iflets  adjacent.  „ 

The  ordinary  depencies  of  a  town,  are  its  pr&- 
cindls  ;  it  appears,,  therefore,  that  the  Engl ifh  cannot 
pretend  to  any  more  with  regard  to  the  town  of 
Port  Royal.  But  if  in  ceding  to  them  this  town  of 
Port  Royal,  it  was  meant  at  the  fame  time  to  give 
up  the  province,  the  boundaries  of  that  begin  op- 
pofite  the  river  St.  John,  following  the  coafl  as  far 
as  Cape  Sable,  and  in  the  inland  parts  of  this  pro-* 
yince  adjoining  to  Acadia.  There  can  be  no  difpute 
about  the  reft,  flnce  it  contains  only  a  general  and  irre¬ 
vocable  ceflion. 

All  that  has  been  mentioned  above,  is  only  thg£ 
Count  Broglio  may  be  informed  of  the  rights  of 
France,  and  of  the  claims  of  the  Englifli.  It  is  not 
proper  that  the  limits  fhould  be  fettled  in  Europe ; 
it  is  expedient,  on  the  contrary,  that  they  fhould  be 
fo  upon  the  fpot,  by  the  commiflioners  which  diall 
be  appointed  by  the  two  Kings,  What  Count  Bro- 

flio'is  to  negociate  at  London,  is,  that  orders  fhould 
e  fent  to  the  Englifh  Governors  at  Boflon,  and  in 
Acadia,  to  withdraw  the  troops  and  inhabitants, 
which  they  have  placed  on  the  lands  of  the  :avage 
Abenakis,  the  allies  of  France,  and  to  abandon  the 
forts  they  have  built  there  ;  that  they  fhould  leave 
.thefe  favagefc  in  peace*  till  thefe  limits  have  been  let- 
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tkd,  and  till  it  has  been  decided  to  which  nation 
thefe  people  are  allied. 

There  has  been  for  fome  years  a  cruel  war  carried 
on  between  the  Engliili  and  the  Abenakis ;  The  firff 
are  defirous  of  fettling  and  pofTeffing  themfelves  of 
the  lands  that  do  not  belong  to  them;  and  the 
laft  will  not  fufFer  it.;  this  puts  the  whole  conti¬ 
nent  into  confufion,  and  thefe  unjuft  pretenfions  of 
the  EngliJh  may,  in  the  end,  occaftor.  a  rupture  be¬ 
tween  the  French  and  them.  The  Marquis  de  Vau- 
dreuil,  Governor  and  Lieutenant  General  in  New 
France,  has  written  firongly  to  the  Governor  of  Bof~ 
ton,  that  he  ihould  withdraw  himfelf  from  the  faid 
lan^iS,  till  the  limits  were  regulated.  Information 
has  not  been  received  of  what  he  has  done  ;  but  as 
moft  of  the  Ravage  nations  efpoufe  the  caufe  of  the 
Abenakis,  nt  is  to  be  feared  that  ail  this  will  caufe  a 
great  confufion  in  the  country,  if  the  Englifli  perfid 
in  keeping  and  in  invading  a  territory,  to  which, 
from  all  that  has  been  related,  it  is  eafy  to  judee 
that  they  have  no  right ;  and  the  King  hath  every 
reafon  to  complain  of  their  attempts  upon  this  occa-= 
lion.  1  he  faid  Count  Broglio  is  to  manage  this 
affair,  and  make  the  Court  of  England  fenfible  of 
the  injuitice  of  the  proceeding.  ^  His  Majeffy  could 
have  put  an  end  to  the  matter,  if  he  had  permitted 
the  French  Canadians  to  join  the  favages.  The  con- 
dudt.  of  the  Engliili  Governors  would  have  juftified 
him  in  doing  this  ;  but  he  has  rather  chofen  to  pre- 
ferve  the  union  with  the  Crown  of  England,  being' 
perfuaded  that  that  Court  will  fettle  the  bufinefs, 

Tijhery . 

The  fifth  arrangement  of  the  Xllth  article  of  the 
treaty  of  Utrecht,  after  mention  has  been  made  of 
Acadia,  is  coucheu  in  the  following  terms  <c  fo  that 
\\  th,e  ,moft  ChrifHan  King  cedes *and  transfers  the 
whole  to  the  laid  Queen,  and  to  the  Crown  of 
Great  Britain,  and  that  in  manner  and  form  fo 
**  ample,  that  it  mall  not  be  in  future  permitted  to 

M  %  •  the 
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44  the  fubjefts  of  the  mod  Chriflian  King  to  car?? 
4‘  on  the  fifhery  in  the  faid  Teas,  bays,  and  other 
u  places,  nearer  than  at  the  diflance  of  30  leagues 

from  Nova  Scotia  to  the  fouth-wefl,  beginning 
“  from  Sable  Ifland  inclufive,  and  continuing  towards 
4<  the  fouth-wefl.” 

It  is  to  be  obferved,  the  reafon  why  the  Englifh 
-make  mention  of  the  fifhery,  is,  that  when  thefe  peo¬ 
ple  wanted  formerly  to  fifh  upon  the  coaft  of  Acadia, 
-M.  de  la  Tour,  and  the  other  Lords  of  the  coaft,  by 
grants  from  the  King  of  France,  made  them  pay  50 
livres*  for  each  boat,  and  flopped  thofe  who  were 
not  provided  with  their  permits.  Though  it  fhould 
feem  that  the  treaty  explains  itfelf  pretty  clearly  up¬ 
on  the  fubjett  of  the  fifhery,  yet  this  matter  occa- 
fions  fome  contefl  between  the  Englifh  and  French. 
Captain  Cyprian  Soudric  went  to  Cape  Breton  in  1718, 
to  fettle  this  fifhery  with  M.  de  Saint-Ovide,  Gover¬ 
nor  of  this  ifland.  He  pretended  that  a  line  mufl 
be  drawn  ftom  the  wellernmoft  cape  of  Sable  Ifland, 
going  thirty  leagues  eafl  ;  that  another  fhould  be 
drawn  fixty  leagues  north  and  fouth,  which  fhould 
join  the  firfl  line,  in  the  well  ;  and  that  from  the 
ends  of  the  fecond  line,  a  third  fhould  be  drawn  on 
the  fide  of  the  eafl,  which  makes  the  figure  of  a 
femicircle  ;  and  afterwards,  that,  at  the  extremity 
of  the  firfl  line,  fhould  be  drawn  the  one  fpoken 
of  in  the  treaty,  which  is  to  be  at  thirty  leagues 
diftance  from  Nova  Scotia.  By  this  method,  the  Cap¬ 
tain,  contrary  to  the  fpirit  of  the  treaty,  wanted  to 
make  the  French  lofe  a  confiderable  quantity  of  land 
which  incontrovertibly  belongs  to  them,  fince  it  is 
facing  Cape  Breton. 

M-  de  Saint-Ovide  oppofed  to  this  propofal  the 
proper  terms  of  the  treaty,  which  fays  that  the 
French  fliall  not  be  permitted  to  fifh  nearer  than 
thirty  leagues  diftance  from  the  coaft  of  Nova 
Scotia  to  the  fouth-eaft,  from  the  ifland  vulgarly 

called 
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called  Sable  lfland  inclufive,  proceeding  towards  the 
fouth-weft.  J\L  de  Sam  t-O  vide  infilled,  that  in  or*" 
der  to  conform  to  the  words  of  the  treaty,  a  line 
niufl  be  drawn,  which  fliould  run  fouth-caft,  and  be 
continued  to  the  mod  weftern  cape  of  Sable  II- 
land  ;  and  that  from  thence  another  line  fhould  be 
drawn  towards  the  fouth-weft,  which  fliould  be  at 
thirty  leagues  diftance  from  the  coafts  of  Acaeia. 
Captain  Soudrick  perfifted  in  his  opinion,  and  nothing 
was  fettled. 

As  difputes  may  arife  every  day  between  the 
French  and  Englifli,  with  regard  to  this  fifhery,.  die 
King  defires,  for  the  tranquillity  of  the  two.  nations, 
and  to  avoid  every  fubjeft  of  naifunderftanding,  tnat 
the  treaty  of  Utrecht  fliould  be  executed,  and 
that,  in  confequence,  the.  King  of  England  fliould 
give  precile  orders  to  the  Governor  of  Bofton,  or 
any  other  perlon,  to'  agree  fairly  about  the  limits" 
of  this  fifhery,  and  to  fettle  diem  with  M.  de  Saint-^ 
Qvide, 

Canfo. 

By  the  Xlllth  article  of  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  it  is 
faid  that  the  ifland  of  Cape  Breton,  and  all  the  othsr 
iflands  whatfoever,  fituated  at  the  mouth  of  and  in 
the  Gulph  of  St.  Laurence,  ftiall  hereafter  belong  to 
France. 

In  conformity  to  this  article,  the  French  had 
taken  pofteffion  of  the  iflands  of  Canio,  which  are 
fituated  at  the  mouth  of  the  Gulph  of  St.  Laurence  5 
they  are  at  the  •entrance  of  that  arm  of  the  fea 
which  forms  the  ftrait  of  Fronfac,  made  by  one  of 
the  openings  of  the  Gulph  of  St.  Laurence,  and 
confequently  they  belong  inconteftibly  to  Fiance. 
Relying  on  the  faith  of  the  treaty,  the  French  were 
in  Full  and  peaceable  pofieftiorf  of  them  ;  they  fiftied 
there,  dried  their  cod,  and  carried  on  their  trade 
without  any  difturbance  from  the  Eng]ifh  in  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  colonies,  with  whom  they  lived  upon  a. 
friendly  footing,  till  the  year  1718,  when  M.  Smart* 

M  3  Com* 


Commander  of  the  veflel  of  the  King  of  England 
called  the  Sqmrrel,  made  a  defcent  thefe,  and  S*ffi 
out  any  other  realon  than  that  of  being  the  ftron?- 
eft,  feized  upon  the  merchants  fhips,  upon  all  the 
cod  of  their  fifbery  upon  the  m^han^ife,  „ten- 

B0ft0nd  °lher  effe6lS’  and  camed  £he  reft  away  to 

rv T  ?lnS  ,ca  jfed  complaints  to  be  made  to  the 
Court  of  England  ,  and  M.  d’Henbery,  a  merchant 
of  St.  loan  de  Luz,  who  was  one  of  the  French 
propretors  who  had  been  plundered,  went  to  Lon- 
don  where,  upon  the  report  and  information  of  the 
Jdoard  of  i  rade,  he  obtained  orders  from  the  Lords 
Juv.ees,  dcpojitanes-  or  the  royal  authority  in  the 
ash  nee  of  his  Britannic  Majefty,  for  the  reditu- 

tion  or  his  imps,  cod,  merchandife,  and  other  ef- 
teas. 


He  repaired  to  Bodon  to  folicit  the  execution  of 
tnefe  orcers,  which  he  could  not  obtain,  becaufe, 
r,^  ore  complaints  had  been  conveyed  to 

England,  A J.  Smart  had  taken  the  precaution  to  get 
cne  gift  or  thee  articles  from  his  Britannic  Majefty, 
-f  dupoieci  of  them  before  the  arrival  of  A7!, 
d  Heribery  at  Bofton-  j  which  obliged  this  merchant  to 
return  to  Loncon. 


hie  renewed  his  folicitations.  M.  Craggs,  who  was 
charged  with  this  affair,  affured  him  repeatedly  that 
he  and  the  other  perfons  ihould  be  indemnified  in  mo¬ 
ney  ;  and  the  Commiftioners  of  the  Board  of  Trade  be¬ 
ing  conJulted  again,  declared  they  had  nothing  to  fay 
again  ft  this  determination,  M.  d’Heribery  was  defired 
to  give  in  a  ftate  of  his  claims,  which  he  complied 
with ;  fo  that  there  was  reafon  to  think  this  affair  would 
foon  be  terminated. 

In  the  interim,  the  Board  received  advice  that  the 
lavages,  with  fome  French,  had  thrown  themfelves 
into  the  jfland  of  Canfo,  and  had  taken  from  the  Englifti 
n  quantity  of  effects  to  the  amount  of  feven  or  eight 
hundred  pounds  fieri  in  g ;  M.  dTIcribery  was  put  off 
till  they  fhould  acquire  a  fuller  account  of  this  matter. 

This 
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This  obdacle  was  Toon  raifed  ;  M.  de  Saint-Ovide, 
Governor  of  Cape  Breton,  having  caufed  a  reftitution 
to  be  made  of  part  of  the  effects,  which  the  French  had 
only  feized  after  the  Enghili  had  abandoned  the  idand, 
having  befides  had  no  connexion  with  the  irruption  cf 
the  favages. 

This  in  dance  of  ju  dice  was  a  freili  motive  to  ob¬ 
taining  the  effedt  ot  the  aflurances  that  had  been  given. 
Never! helefs,  after  having  made  M.  d’Heribery  wait 
for  four  months,  the  whole  terminated  111  propohng  to 
him  ti  e  acceptance  of  an  order  tor  two  hundred  pounds 
iter  ling  ;  which  he  would  not  receive,  becaufe  the  ef¬ 
fects  amounted  to  more  than  20,000  pounds  derling. 

M.  Craves  dying  fome  time  afterwards,  the-  affair- 
was  referred  to  the  Lord- Carteret ;  who,  at  the  bem 
ginning  of  his  minidry,  had  promifed  to  ufe  every 
means  in  his  power  to  get  judice  done  ;  but  aH  his  pro- 
mifes  ended  with  faying  that  he  could  do  nothing. 

The  objection  upon  which  this  Minider  infifted  the  ’ 
mod,  was  the  fentence  pronounced  by- the  Admiralty 
of  Bodon  in  favour  of  M.  Smart :  to  which  it  was  an- 
fwered,  that  the  attempt  in  quedicn  being  an  infraction  • 
of  treaties,  committed  by  a  Captain  of  one  ot  the  King 
of  England’s  Blips,  it  was  from  his  Britannic  Majefty 
himfelf,  and  not  from  the  ordinary  tribunal,  that  judice 
was  to  be  expected  ;  that  the  Lords  Judices,  depofita- 
ries  of  the  fovereign  authority  m  his  abfence,  had  been 
fo  well  perfuadedT of  it,  that,  upon  the  firft  reprefenta- 
lion,  they  had  given  orders  for  a  full  and  entire  reditu  - 
tion  of  the  cfte&s  carried  off,  without  paying  any  re¬ 
gard  to  the  fentence  paffed  at  Bodon,  or  to  the  grant 
Captain  Smart  had  obtained  of  them  by  furprize  ;  and 
that  an  order  of  fo  authentic  a  nature  could  not  be  an¬ 
nulled.  This  is  fo  certain,  that  when  it  was  propofed 
to  refer  the  matter  to  the  Council,  M.  dTIeribery  could 
not  find  a  {ingle  Lawyer  who  would  plead  for  him,  be¬ 
caufe,  according  to  them,  it  was  an  affair  of  State,  and 
not  of  Law,  and  that  the  point  in  quedion  was  the  ex¬ 
ecution  of  an  order  given  by  the  Lords  judices,  upon 
thereporr,  and  with  the  confent,  ofthe  Board  of  Trade. 
This  was  in  fa£t  the  only  point  to  be.  determined. 

M  4.  Lord 
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Lord  Carteref  fcreened  himfelf,  by  obferving,  that 
ihe  orucr  mentioned,  that  it  was  granted  by  favour 
and  on  account  of  the  good  underftanding  fabfifting  be¬ 
tween  the  two  nations.  Upon  which  it  was  anfwered— 
that  whatever  motives  the  Lords  Juftices  might  have 
thought  proper  to  allege,  their  order  was  nofthe  lefs 
abiolute,  nor  the  lefs  founoed  on  iuftice,  fo  that  it 
ought  not  the  lefs  to  have  its  efFeft.  This  was  ftated 
to  his  Lordlhip  both  by  word  of  mouth  and  in  writing  ; 
and  at  length  he  anfwered  plainly,  that  this  order  had 
been  given_  improperly.  The  faQ  is,  that  when  the  or¬ 
der  was  given,  it  was  thought  that  the  effefts  were, 
torti  coming,  and  in  that  cafe  the  reftitution  of  them 
might  have  been  made  without  any  expence  to  his  Bri¬ 
tannic  Majefty  but  as,  by  virtue  of  the  gift  Cap¬ 
tain  Smart  bad  obtained,  he  had  haftened  to  dif- 
pofeof  the  faid  effbas,  even  before  the  proprietors 
could  get  to  England  to  lay  claim  to  them,  the 
indemnity  muft  neceffarily  have  been  taken  from  the 
civil  lift.  At  laft,  all  that  M.  d’Heribery  was  able 
to  obtain,  was  an  order  upon  the  Treafury  for 
eight  hundred  pounds  fterling,  in  the  month  of 
July,  1722.  This  was  inefficient  to  pay  the  con¬ 
siderable  expences  he  had  been  obliged  to  make 
m  a  voyage  on  purpofe  to  Bofton,  and  two  voy¬ 
ages,  with  a  refidence  of  three  years  in  London  $ 
fo  that  he  has  received  no  reftitution  for  the  plun¬ 
der  of  his  effefts,  amounting  to  upwards  of  20,000, 
pounds  fterling 

The  attempt  of  M.  Smart  has  been  made  in  time 
pf  full  peace,  againft  Frenchmen  and  allies,  in  an 
ifland  belonging  at  all  times  to  France,  and  the  right 
of  which  has  been  confirmed  to  her  by  the  treaty 
of  Utrecht.  It  is  true,  the  Enghfh  have  contrary 
claims,  and  it  may  be  faid,  that  they  are  without 
foundation  ;  but  till  thefe  have  heen  fettled  by  the 
Commiftioners  appointed  to  regulate  the  limits,  afts 
of  violence  are  illegal,  and  confequently  the  a<T  in 

;  fatisfaftion  to  be  made.  This  is 


qtieftion  requires  _ 1UdUCi  1 

what  the  King  defires  Count  Broglio  to  afk,  anc 

wiflie 


J 
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wifhes  him  to  attend  to  this  affair,  till  juftice  has 
been  done  to  the  French  plundered  by  Captain  Smart* 


Settlement  of  Can fo. 

We  fee  by  what  hasbeen  faid  above,  that,  accord- - 
Ing  to  the  Xlllth  article  of  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  the 
Ifland  of  Canfo  belongs  to  France. 

The  Englifh;  not  Fatisfied  with  having  plundered 
the  French  in  this  ifland,  contrary  to  all  equity  and 
reafon,  proceed  to  form  fettlements  there,  have  polled 
garri Tons  and  conftrufted  forts;  which  is  abiolutely 
repugnant  to  the  treaty,  and  to  the  rights  of  France, 
to  whom  -this  ifland  belongs.  If  even  the  claims  which 
the  Engliili  have  upon  this  fpot,  were  as  well  as  they 
are  ill-founded,  Hill  it  would  be  improper  they  fhfould 
take  poffelfion  of  it,  before  it  had  been  determined  to 
which  of  the  two  nations  this  ifland  belongs. 

THe  King  wifhes  that  Count  Broglio  would  defire 
the  King,  of  England  to  Order,  that  this  ifland  iliould 
be  evacuated,  and  that  it  fhould  no  longer  be  inha¬ 
bited  by  the  Englifh  :  his  Majefty  being  willing,  al¬ 
though  his  right  be  inconteilible,  that  no  fettlemenfc 
fhall  be  made  there,  till  it  be  decided  between  the 
two  Crowns,  to-  which  of  them  this  ifland  ought  to 
belong.- 

His  Majefly  could  have  taken  other  meafures, 
fome  time  ago,  for  the  fulfilling  of  this  part  of  the 
treaty  of  Utrecht,  and  he  had  no  occafion  to  do  any 
thing  more,  than  to  fuffer  the  zeal  of  his  officers  to 
aft ;  but  his  Majefty  has  been  ever  willing  to  avoid 
any  thing  that  could  interrupt  the  good  underftand- 
Irig  he  means  to  maintain.  He  is  perfuaded,  that 
his  Britannic  Majefty  is  infpired  with  the  fame  fen- 
tirnents,  and  therefore,  that  he  will  not  fuffer  any 
further  complaint  of  this  infraction. 

M  5 


South 
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South  America, 

Jfland  of  Saint  Aloufay  or  Saint  Lucia . 

The  King,  by  edift  of  the  month  of  March,  1642, 
*o  tlle  Well  India  Company  all  the  American 
iflands  belonging  to  him,  among  which  was  included 
that  or  Saint  Lucia :  this  Company  fold  feveral  of 
thete  iflands,  and  among  others,  to  James  Houel  and 
Parquet,  they  fold  Martinico*  Grenada,  the 
Orenamnes,  and  Saint  Lucia,  by  a'*  contract  of  the 
22u  of  September,  1650,  confirmed  by  letters  pa- 
tent  of  the  month  of  Auguft  1651. 

M.  du  Parquet  having  obtained  the  government  oF 
shefe  iflands,  on  the  izd  of  Odober  following,  con- 
itrudleo  a  fort  at  Saint  Lucia,  and  made  a  confidera- 
hie  euablifhment  there. 

.  M.  de  Vendrogues  was  appointed  Guardian  to  the 
children  of  the  faid  Du  Parquet,  who  died  in  1658, 
and  the  King  condefcended  to  bellow  upon  M.  du 
Pen  drogues  the  government  of  the  iflands,  to-enable 
him  to  make  the  eftates  of  the  minors  turn  to  the 
bell  advantage. 

The  Englifh  then  thought  fo  little  of  contefting  the 
property  of  Saint  Lucia  with  the  French,  that  in  a 
treaty  made  in  1660,  between  the  Governors  of  the 
French  and  Englifh  iflands,  M.  Houel  affumed  the  ti¬ 
tle  Ot  Governor  of  Saint  Lucia,  without  its  being: 
.difputed  with  him. 

It  is  true,  that  m  1664  an  Englifhman,  afluming 
Tne  rank  of  Colonel,  made  a  defeent  at  Saint  Lucia, 
and  attacked  the  fort;  which  M.  Mollard,  who  com- 
xnanded  there,  was  obliged  to  furrender  by  capitulati¬ 
on,  and  to  withdraw  with  his  troops. 

The  King  caufed  complaints  to  be  made  to  the 
Court  of  England  of  this  infraction ;  but  during  the 
negotiation,  and  in  the  month  of  O&ober  1665,  M. 
Pvobert  Saulk,  who  commanded  for  England  at  St. 
and  the  inhabitants  of  that  nation  who  were 

Fettled 
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fettled  tli ere,  lent  Deputies  to  M.  Clodore,  Chief  and 
Preftdent  of  the  Council  Superior  of  Martimco,  and  to 
M.  de  Chambre,  Agent  General  for  the  Company  in 
France,  to  intreat  them  to  take  back  the  ifland  ot 
St.  Lucia,  which  they  acknowledged  to  be  the  pro- 
ertv  of  the  French,  defiring  him  to  fuply  them  with 
^oats  to  pafs  over  into  fome  of  the  Englifh  lfla nos; 
declaring,  that  fince  they  had  feized  upon  the  ifland 
of  St.  Lucia,  they  had  always  had  a  war  to  maintain 
rtgainft  the  Caribbees,  natives  of  the  country.  .  An 
authentic  act  of  the  whole  was  executed  at  IViaitinico 
by  the  Deputies,  in  prefence  of  a  Notary. 

*  The  Englifh  having  quitted  St.  Lucia,  Meflieurs  c.e 
Clodore  and  de  Chambre  took  poilelTion,  and  enjoyed 
it  in  peace.  In  all  the  committions,  and  in  all  the  in 
ilrudions  that  have  been  fent  to  the  Governors  ot  Mai- 
tinico,  the  ifland  ot  St.  Lucia  has  always  been  inouced. 

In  1686,  an  Englifh  fifty-gun  fhip  appeared  on  the 
eoafl:  of  St.  Lucia;  the  Captain  declared  to  all  the  in¬ 
habitants,  in  the  name  of  the  King  of  England,  that 
they  were  either  to  withdraw,  or  to  receive  coinmu- 
fions  from  his  matter,  and  that  he  was  come  to  take 
pofleflion  of  the  ifland.  He  wrote  accordingly  to  M. 
de  Blenac,  Governor  of  the  French  iflands.  After¬ 
wards,  having  planted  the  ftandard  of  the  King  of 
England,  he  pillaged  and  burnt  all  he  found  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  French.  M-  de  Blenac,  after  having  an- 
fwered  the  Englifhman’s  letter  in  a  ptoper  manner, 
fent  fome  troops  to  fupport  the  French  at  Saint  Lucia, 
which  has  remained  ev6r  fince  in  the  poffettion  of 
France. 

The  King- complained  to  the  Court  of  England  of 
this  enterprise.  Commiflioners  were  appointed  to  fet¬ 
tle  the  claims  of  the  two  nations  to  this  ifland.  The 
Englifh,  who  thought  by  fome  ufelefs  proceedings  to 
give  themfelves  a  title  of  property,  encouraged  the 
Governor  of  Barbadoes  to  write,  on  the  13th  of  July 
1700,  to  M  d’Ambiemont,  General  of  the  French 
iflands,  that  the  King  of  England  had  ordered  to  fend 
away  all  the  perfons  who  were  fettled  on  the  ifland  of 
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fherpUT;\and  w  ?•  there  w«e  feveral  Frenchman 
^ere>  “e  Pegged  of  him  to  recall  them. 

1  j  d’AmblemOnt  anfwered — that  the  Kinp-  of  En¬ 
gland  had  no  right  to  the  ifland;  and  that  if  he  un~ 
ertook  to  drive  the  French  away  from  it,  he  would 
repel  force  by  force. 

fhe  Governor  of  Barbadoes  did  not  think  proper 

t.0rUI^eft^ke11an7  ^ing,  after  fuch  an  anfwer;  but 
Marihal  Tallard  received  orders  to  make  complaints 
to  the  Court  of  England,  of  the  demand  of  the  Go¬ 
vernor  of  Barbadoes  ;  and  by  the  firft  anfwers  he  re¬ 
ceived,  it  feemed  as  if  the  Governor  had  a&ed  with¬ 
out  orders,  and  that  juftice  would  foon  be  done  in 
the  bufinefs. 


Affairs  between  France  and  England  being  after¬ 
wards  in  difpute, ^nothing  more  was  done  in  this  matter  2 
the  French  remained  mafters  of  St.  Luck,  and  have 
preferved  their  fettlemeot  there  ever  fince. 

.  ^he  King,  fince  his  accefiion  to  the  Crown,  having 
given  this  ifland  to  Marshal  d’Eftrees,  the  Englifti  ex- 
poftulatcd  upon  the  bafts  of  their  claims  on  this  ifland, 
which  had  formerly  given  rife  to  negotiations  that 
were  not  yet  clofed.  His  Majefty  was  willing  that  the 
ifland  Biould  be  put  into  the  fame  Bate  it  was  in  be¬ 
fore  the  gift,  till  fuch  time  as-  the  claims  of  the  two 
Crowns  fhould  be  adjufted  ;  but  the  eftabliBiments 
which  the  French  had  there  before,  remained  as  ufual. 

After  fuch  a  condefcenfion  on  the  part  of  France 
for  England,  his  Majefty  was  much  furprifed  to  find,, 
by  public  reports,  that  the  King  of  England  had 
given  this  ifland  to  the  Duke  of  Montague.  The 
King  thought  that  his  Britannic  Majefty  had  been 
impofed  upon ;  and  ordered  complaints  to  be  made 
£0  him  ;  but  as  no  direct  anfwer  was  received,  and 
that  fhips  were  getting  ready  at  London,  to  take 
pofteftion  of  that  ifland,  and  form  a  fettlement  upon 
it,  his  Majefty  font  orders  to  the  Chevalier  de  Feu- 
quieres,  Governor  General  of  the  French  iflands, 
that  if  the  Englifti  Biould  undertake  this  fettlement, 
'lie  Biould  call  upon  them  to  withdraw,  and  if  they 
WFufed,  he  was  to  compel  them  by  force. 

This- 
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This  General  having  received  advice,  on  the  27th 
©f  December  1722,  that  the  Engliih  had  landed  at 
St.  Lucia,  fent  two  Captains  of  infantry,  to  fummon 
M.  Wereugh,  Commandant  for  the  Duke  of  Mon¬ 
tague,  to  withdraw  from  the  ifland ;  he  wrote  at 
the  fame  time  himfelf  to  the  Commandant,  and  fent 
him  a  copy  of  his  Majefty’s  orlers. 

The  Captains  were  well  received  :  M.  Wereugh 
aflembled  his  Council;  but  having  anfwered,  that 
he  could  not  evacuate  the  place,  till  he  had  received 
orders  from  England,  the  Chevalier  de  Feuquieres  fent 
fome  troops  there,  under  the  command  of  the  Marquis 
of  Champigny,  Governor  of  Martinico,  and  recom¬ 
mended  it  to  him,  in  compliance  with  the  orders  of 
his  Majefly,  to  avoid  the  effufion  of  blood  as  much 
as  poflible. 

The  Marquis  of  Champigny  landed  in  the  night 
from  the  15th  to  the  1 6th  of  January  1723,  and  M. 
Wereugh  having  received  advice  of  it,  fent  two  offi¬ 
cers,.  to  defire  that  no  violence  fhould  be  committed ; 
which  was  ftridtly  attended  to. 

On  the  1 8th  of  the  fame  month  a  treaty  was  made, 
a  copy  of  which,  his  Majefty  fends  with  this,  by 
virtue  of  which,  the  English  were  to  evacuate  the 
faid  ifland,  after  having  raifed  the  works  they  had 
-conflrudted  for  their  defence. 

The  King  deflres  that  matters  fhould  remain  in  this 
Hate,  till  it  be  decided  to  which  of  thefe  two  Crowns 
the  ifland  is  to  belong. 


‘Trade  of  the  Englifh  wi th  the  Ifland 

Trade  between  the  French  and  Englifh  in  the  Ame- 
lican  iflands  is  entirely  forbidden;  that  is  to  fay,  the 
French  are  not  allowed  to  trade  in  the  Englifh  colo¬ 
nies,  and,  in  like  manner,  the  Englifli  are  not  to  trade 
in  the  French  colonies.  All  that  either  of  them  are 
allowed  to  do,  is  reciprocally  to  land  in  thefe  iflands, 
when  the  Chips  are  in  danger  of  perilling,  or  that  they 


are  in  want  of  provifions,  wood,  and  water;  but  they 
are  not  to  carry  on  any  trade  there.  7 

The  French  obferve  thefe  regulations  very  ftri&lyj 
but  the  Englifli  ule  all  their  endeavours  to  introduce 
into  the  French  colonies,  negroes,  provifions,  and 
merchandife.  Englifli  vefTels  are  flopped  eve*y  day, 
and  moft  of  them  are  confifcated.  '!  he  Englifli  mer¬ 
chants  are  very  ready  to  run  this  rifque,  an  ;  his  Ma« 
jefly  has  made  no  demand  upon  this  fubjeft  of  the 
Court  of  England,  becaufe  he  intends  thar  'all  the  vef- 
fels  which  are  flopped  fliall  ftill  be  confifcated.-  But 
the  complaint  his  Majefty  has  to  make,  is,  that  En¬ 
glifli  men  of  war  come  frequently  to  the  French  co¬ 
lonies,  and  anchor  under  different  pretences  in  the 
ports  and  roads,  where  they  fraudulently  introduce- 
negroes  and  merchandife.  There  are  even  forne  who 
bring  laden  boats  along  with  them,  and  protect  their 
trade.  Thefe  Englifli  vefTels  would  already  have  been 
attacked  by  thofe  of  the  King,  if  his  Majefly  had  not 
taken  care  to  recommend  to  the  Commanders,  to  - 
treat  the  Captains  of  the  King  of  England’s  fliips 
with  politenefs  ;  which  attention  hath  hitherto  re- 
flrained  his  Majefty’s  officers.  But  as  it  appears,  that' 
the  Englifli  officers  make  an  improper  ufe  of  this 
politenefs,  he  recommends  it  to  Count  Broglio  to  de» 
fire  the  Court  of  England  to  forbid  the  Englifli  Of¬ 
ficers  from  going  to  the  French  colonies,  to  trade 
there.  This  is  reafonabl-e,  and  fo  much  the  more 
neceflary,  as  his  Majefty  cannot  avoid  taking  mea-- 
fiyres  to  prevent  the  continuance  of  this  infraction. 

Done  at  Verfailles,  the- 1  uh  of  April  1*724* 
(Signed)  Lewis. 

And  lower  down,  Phelipeaux. 
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Memorial  concerning  maritime  Commerce,  Navigation, 
and  the  Colonies ;  to  J'erve  for  Injlrutftons  to  Count 
Broglio ,  Lieutenant  General  0}  the  King's  forces,  and 
Am-affador  Extraordinary  from  his  Majefty  to  the 
King  of  England. 

HIS  Majefty  having  chofen  Count  Rrogho  to  re- 
fide  in  quality  of  A.nbaflador  Extraordinary  to  the 
Kino- of  Great  Britain,  is  fo  perfuaded  of  the  Count’s 
zeal  for-his  fervice,  of  which'  he  has  given  fo  many 
proofs,  that  the  King  doubts^  not  d*f  his  paying  ever  y 
poftible  attention  to  the  affairs  concerning  maritime 
commerce,  navigation,  and  the  colonies,  as  alfo  to 
what  has  been  regulated  upon  thefe  points,  by  the 
treaties  of  peace  and  commerce  conclucicd  at  Utrecht^ 
the  1 1  th  ot  April  1713* 

Herring  Tifhery. 

The  herring  fifhery  which  is  carried  on,  on  the 
coaft  of  Yarmouth,  being  able  to  increafe  confider- 
ably  the  commerce  and  navigation  of  the  Frencl}* 
his  Majefty  wifhes  that  the  Count  would  prevail 
upon  the  Englifh  to  grant  him,  upon  this  point,  the 
fame  proteaion  and  the  fame  advantages  they  give 
to  the  Dutch,  and  that  the  fubje&s  of  his  Majefty 
may  have  a  fuflicient  extent  of  this  coafi:  allowed 
them  to  carry  on  this  fifhery,  without  being  obliged* 
as  before,  to  keep  themfelves  at  diftance  from  land* 

to  windward  of  the  Englifh  and  Dutch  y - that, 

when  they  are  under  a  neceflity  of  drawing  in  their 
veffels  to  fhore,  either  from  ftrefs  of  weather,  or  to 
refit  them,  or  to  fhip  the  fifh,  they  fhall  not  be  oblig¬ 
ed  to  pay  the  duties  of  import,  which  ought  not  tQ 

be  required  till  the  fifh  be  expofed  to  fale  ; - and 

that  the  frigates  which  the  King  of  England  keeps' 
upon  this  coaft  in  the  feafon  of  the  fifhery,  fhall  not 
<sxa£t  any  thing  from  the  French  fijherrj>en,  under 

any 
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any  pretence  whatfoever.  If  Count  Droglio  can  ob,- 
ain  all  thefe  demands,  which  appear  equitable  in 
Jiemfelves,  and  are-  very  important  for  the  fcrviee 
is  Majefty,  he  defires  the  Count  would  get  the 
orders  for  this  purpofe  in  writing,  and  fend  them 

nu  ay  immediately,  addrefied  to  the  Secretary  of  Stats, 
ior  the  marine  department. 


Maritime  Forces  of  England. 

The  C°unt  will  readily  judge,  that  he  cannot 
ihe  King  a  fenice  more  agreeable  to  him,  than  to 
inform  him  exartly  of  the  maritime  forces  of  Eng¬ 
land,  and  of  the  movements  they  fhall  make.  His 
Majefty  therefore  experts,  that  the  Count  will  ap- 
p  y  himielf  particularly  to  get  a  thorough  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  Englifh  navy  in  general,  of  the  num- 
Qer  and  ftrength  of  their  ihips,  of  the  ability  0P 
their  fea-ofhcers,  of  the  advantages  and  difadvanta- 
ges  of  their  ports  and  roads— — of  which  it  were 
to  be  wifhed  that  accurate  plans,  with  the  foun- 

mgs  and  anchoring-places,  could  be  had  ; - .and 

the  Count  will  neglert  no  opportunity  of  being  in¬ 
formed  with  regard  to  this,  of  every  thing  that  may 
enable  him  to  take  meafures;  the  aioft  expedient  for,- 
his  Maj efty's  fervice* 


Englifh  Colonies , 

„  ^  1S  ve,y  material  that  he  fhould  contrive  to : 
oe  accurately  informed  of  the- Hate,  of  the  Encdifti 
colonies,  and  of  the  trade  carried  on  there  * 
of  the  forces  they  maintain  and  of  the  number  of 
inhabitants  that  are  fettled  there  •  — —  ■ ..  whether  alj 
the.  forts  and  ftrong  polls  they  have  railed  he  well 
fortified,  and  whether  their  intention  be  not  to  con- 

ftrurt  others,  and  to  undertake  frefh  enterprifes  dur¬ 
ing  the  peace. 


Maritime- . 
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Maritime  Commerce  of  Er gland. 

The  Ring  defires  that  the  Count  fhould  inform* 
himfelf,  with  equal  caw,  of  the  manner  in  which 
the  Englifh  carry  on  their  different  maritime  com¬ 
merce,  and  of  what  would  appear  the  moft  expe¬ 
dient  mode  to  prevent  their  increafing  this  commerce 
to  the  prejudice  of  that  of  the  French.  His  Ma¬ 
jefty  thinks  it  unneceffarv  to  men  ion  how  much  fe- 
crefy  and  addrefs  are  wanted  to  con  u6t  this  mat¬ 
ter  ;  for  he  is  perfuaded  that  the  Count  will  pro¬ 
ceed  in  it  with  all  the  circumfpettion  that  can  be 
expected  from  his  prudence  and  experience.  His 
Majefty  only  recommends  it  to  his  Ambaflador,  to 
communicate  as  often  as  poffible,  ana  bv  lafe  convey¬ 
ances,  the  informatujp.  he  may  have  gained. 


Prohibition  to  the  French  Refugees  to  come  Into 

France. 

His  Majefty  having  blued  an  order,  on  the  18th 
©f  September  1713,  to  prohibit  his  hibje&s  newly 

converted  from  going  into  foreign  countries- - and 

Refugees  fr6m  coming  into  France  without  his  per- 
mifTion- recommends  it  to  his  Ambaflador,  to  at¬ 
tend  as  much  as  pofiible  to  the  execution  of  this  or¬ 
der,  by  taking  fuch  meafures  as  he  fhall  think  pro¬ 
per,  to  prevent  the  French  Proteftants,  iettled  in  Eng¬ 
land,  from  returning  into  the  kingdom  ;  and  lie  will 
take  care  to  give  an  exadt  account  to  his  Majefty 
of  the  infringements  that  have  been  committed  upon 

.  o 

this  head. 

\  * 

Salute  at  Sea  and  Flag. 

Though  there  have  often  been  contefts  with  the 
Englifti  refpe&ing  the  falute  at  fea,  yet  there  never 

has 


258 


APPENDIX. 


has  been  any  thing  fettled  upon  this  point  by 
any  treaty.  The  Englifh  have  been  at  all  times 
xtremely  jealous  of  the  dignity  of  their  flag.  The 
complaifance  that  has  been  diewn  them  under  the 
reigns  or  Charles  II.  and  James  II.  has  given  them 
oecafion  to  puili  their  claims  fo  far  as  to  require 
that  French  Pups  final!  falute  EngliPi  fhips  of  e- 
quaJ  force  in  the  Channel,  pretending  that  they 
are  fovereigns  of  that  fea ;  and  they  at  the  fame 
time  re  1  tab  the  falute  to  French  iliips  of  equal  force  out 
^  ^  Channel  .  but  France  has  never  acknowledged 
the  equality  of  their  Pag  out  of  the  Channel,  and  much 
Jels  ns  pretended  fuperioritv  in  the  Channel.  Such  a 
propofmon  is  too  injurious  to  the  dignity  of  the  Crown 
J  he  title  upon  which  the  Engliih  ground  their  preten¬ 
tions  in  the  Channel,  is,  that  that  fea  belongs  to  them 
on  account  of  the  ports  they  have  in  it.  Buuhis  imagir 
nary  podedion  of  an  element  which  God  has  created  to 
be  common  to  all  mankind,  defeats  itfelf,  and  falls  to 
the  ground  alio,  according  to  their  own  principles, 
when  we  comic er  that  the  coail  of  France  in  the  Chan¬ 
nel  is  much  more  extenfive  than  that  of  England,  and 
that  the  ports  which  his  Majedy  pofTelTes°there,  are 
more  numerous,  and  may  eafily  become  as  confiderable 
as  thofe  of  England.  Therefore,  the  reafons  they  al- 
lege,  far  from  being  favourable  to  them,  would  on  the 
contrary  turn  to  the  advantage  of  France,  if  his  Majef¬ 
ty  were  nor  convinced  that  the  fea  is  open  to  all  nati¬ 
ons,  and  does  not  belong  to  any  particular  Crown.  It 
mud  further  be  confidered,  that  when  the  late  King 
fhewed  fome  complaifance  to  England  upon  this  point, 
on  account  of  the  peculiar  friendfhip  fubftfting  between 
bis  Majedy  and  the  two  Kings,  Charles  II.  and  James 
II.  the  navy  of  France  had  not  yet  acquired  that  degree 
of  .eminence  to  which  it  has  dnee  been  raifed,  ^and 
which  hath  rendered  it  fuperior  to  that  of  other nadons. 
If  it  has  fince  differed  fome  diminution,  and  been  a  lit¬ 
tle  weakened,  it  is  dill,  however,  refpeftable  by  its 
drength  and  its  bravery.  Befides,  the  rights  of  his 
Majedy,  and  the  dignity  of  his  Crown,  dill  fubfid  in 

their 
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tlieir  full  force.  Neverthelefs,  as  the  King's  intention 
is  ftill  to  mantain  a  go^d  underftanding  between  the  two 
nations  ;  that  he  has  nothing  more  at  heart  than  to  pre¬ 
vent  every  ftep  that  might  contribute  in  tne  lea  ft  to  in¬ 
terrupt  it  ;  and  that  the  queftion  about  the  falute 
might occahon  differences,  and  even  ie<i -engagements, 
between  the  fhips  or  the  two  t  uions  ;  his  Majefty,  in 
orcer  to  give  new  proofs  of  the  efteem  he  has  for  the 
Engliili  nation,  is  willing  that  Count  Broglio  fhould 
confent,  that  the  fhips  0^  either  date  and  of  equal  force, 
fhall  not  falute  each  other  in  the  Channel,  when  they 
meet  there,  and  that  fhips  of  fuperior  rates  fhall  be  fa- 
luted  by  thofe  that  are  inferior. 

With  refpedt  to  the  other  Teas,  the  Engliih  are  not 
to  pretend  to  difpute  the  falute  due  to  his  Majefty’s 
flag.  The  rank  which  his  Ambaffadors  hold,  anc  the 
precedency  they  enjoy  in  a!)  the  Couris,  is  a  certain 
proo:c  of  this ;  and  it  would  be  an  extraordinary  thing, 
while  the  Ambrftador  of  England  is  obliged  to  give 
way  to  that  of  France,  the  Engh/h  fhips  fhould  dif¬ 
pute  the  falute  with  French  veil  els  of  equal  rate.  If 
the  King  of  Great  Britain  fhould  therefore  propofe  this 
'queftion  to  Court  Broglio,  his  Majefty  defires  that  the 
Count  would  not  give  way  upon  a  point  which  is  fo  le~ 
gitimately  due  to  the  Crown  of  France. 

But,  in  order  to  fhew  ftill  further  the  refpedt  which 
his  Majefty  entertains  for  die  ErgMh,  he  thinks  it  pro¬ 
per  that  the  Count  fhoul  f  agree  that  the  falute  fhall 
be  returned  by  the  French  fhips  in  the  molt  refpedtful 
manner  ^  that  is  to  fay,  gun  for  gun  between  fhips  of 
the  fame  rank,  and  men  of  war. 

The  Count  fhall  likevfffe  n«ree,  that  the  French 
fhips  fhall  firft  falute  the  Erw-ffh  fhips,  hearing  any 
mark  of  fuperior  commanc  ,  and  v/i  !  fh  h  numb'.;,  of 
guns  as  fhall  be  fired  on  bot  h  fides,  as  tin  En :  ih  It  all 
think  proper  to  fix  ;  hi?  Mayftv  being  willing  *  ins 
fhips  fhould  be  treated,  in  this  refpeft,  as  thofe  of  the 
Englifli  will  be  which  have  faluted  a  French  flag  of 
fuperior  rank.  So  that  from  an  inferior  to  a  fuperior 
flag,  there  fhall  be  a  difference  of  two  or  four  guns  ^ 
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and  it  is  of  little  confequence  to  his  Majefty  in  wEaf' 
manner  the  number  be  fixed,  provided  that  the  pros¬ 
per  fuperiority  be  always  kept  up. 

.  ^England  propofes  alfo  to  regulate  the  falute  that 
is  to  be  given  to  forts,  his  Majefty  confents  that  the  re¬ 
gulations  ihall  be  upon  the  fame  footing  on  both  fides  ; 
thatls  to  fay,  that  the  French  and  Engliih  ihall  firft 
iaiute  the  forts  of  the  other  nation  with  a  certain  num¬ 
ber  ot  guns,  and  that  the  falute  Ihall  be  returned  to  the 
lips  of  \  ice  Admirals  with  an  equal  number,  and 
with  two  guns  lefs  for  the  Rear  Admirals  and  Commo¬ 
dores,  and  tour  lefs  for  a  mere  man  of  war. 

Count  Broglio  will  obferve,  that  the  Engliih  have 
a  much  greater  number  of  flags  of  dignity  than  other 
nations,  fo  that  the  orders  which  his  Majefty  gives  in 
this  refpecl,  a re  only  to  be  underftood  of  that  flag  of 
the  Engliih  nation  which  is  red  with  white  quarters, 
and  charged  with  a  red  crofs ;  for  the  blue  and  white 
flags,  which  they  chiefly  ufe  in  line  of  battle,  are  pro¬ 
perly  only  flags  for  fignals.  But  if  England  ihould  be 
defirous  of  reckoning  thefe  flags,  of  dignity,  hisAmbaf^ 
fador  fhall  agree  that  the  blue  flag,  or  that  which  is 
half  white  and  half  blue,  which  the  French  fometimes 
ufe,  ihall  be  treated  in  the  fame  manner  by  the  Engliih* 


French  Cohnies  in  America . 

Several  contefts  have  arifen  between  France  and  Eng¬ 
land,  touching  th-e  French  colonies  in  America  ;  and 
the  Engliih  have  commited  many  infractions  of  the  trea¬ 
ty  of  peace  concluded  at  Utrecht  between  the  two 
Crowns.  They  are  detailed  in  the  King’s  memorial, 
which  Count  Broglio  will  find  inclofed.  The  intentions 
of  his  Majefty  are  there  explained  :  it  is  mentioned, 
that  representations  are  to  be  made,  and  orders  to  be 
afked  for  from  his  Britannic  Majefty*  to  re-eftabliih 
-all  things,  and  put  them  upon  a  proper  footing. 


Ranfom. . 


Ranforn  of  the  Ifland  of  Nevis . 


The  perfons  concerned  in  the  equipment  of  a  fqua- 
«iron  of  eleven  fhips,  commanded  by  the  late  M. 
d’Iberville,  have  not  yet  been  able  to  obtain  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  140,000  piaflres  *,  and  interefl,  which  are 
due  to  them  fince  the  year  1706,  for  the  ranfom  of 
the  ifland  of  Nevis,  as  it  appears  by  the  inclofed  me¬ 
morial  of  thefe  proprietors.  The  King  defires,  that 
Count  Broglio  would  employ  his  good  offices,  in  the 
name  of  his  Majefly,  towards  the  King  of  England, 
in  their  favour,  in  order  that  this  affair  may  be  fet¬ 
tled  without  delay. 


Bijhery  on  the  great  Bank 


Moft  of  the .  mailers  of  veffels  returned  lafl  year 
from  the  great  Bank,  have  declared  to  the  Admiralty, 
that  the  Englifh  men  of  war  have  forbidden  them  to 
keep  upon  this  Bank,  under  a  pretence  that  the 
northern  flip  has  been  ceded  to  their  nation,  and 
that  the  French  are  now  only  allowed  to  fifh  on 
the  fouthern  flip.  They  have  obliged  them  to  quit 
the  fifhery,  threatening  to  fink  them  ;  and  they  have 
fired  canon,  or  mufkets  charged  with  balls,  at  them, 
chafing  them  till  they  were  driven  off  to  a  diflance. 
His  Majefly  has  caufed  complaints  to  be  made  di- 
re&ly  to  the  King  of  England,  upon  the  novelty  of 
this  attempt,  and  the  extraordinary  means  exercifed 
by  the  Captains  of  Ihips  to  fupport  it.  His  Minif- 
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rns  have  in  faft  acknowledged  the  injuftice  of  this 
proceeding,  which  ts  abfolutely  repugnant  to  the  ar¬ 
rangements  of  the  treaty  of  Utrecht.  Although  the 
K  ng  ,s  penuaded  that  the  Captains  of  men  of°  war 
who  have  been  to  the  Bat  k  this  year,  have  receded 
crd.rs  to  leave  the  French  entirely  at  liberty,  as  it 
lath  been  praftifed  in  all  times— the  fea  Jnd  this 
traue  being  open  to  all  nations— yet  his  majefty  wlfh- 

M  aiorelald  ?rders  iliould  be  made  public, 
a’.d  that  Count  Brogho  Iliould  folicit  this  of  the  Kin? 
o  Great  Britain,  that  the  officers  of  the  Britiffi  navy 
b‘:n‘>  m‘ornied  of  them,  may  fulfil  them  exaftly,  and 
miy  rc.  ,  upon  any  pretence  whatever,  moleft  the 
-  rencli  imps  in  their  fifhery  upon  the  Bank. 


Urforefeen  Affairs . 


.  As  *n  the  courfe  of  the  Count’s  embafly,  feveral 
incidents  may  uappen,  which  it  is  difficult  to  pro- 
Vh  '  ^gainit  in  i.nefe  inftruaions,  his  Majefty  ex- 
p'fts  rom  his  AmbafTador’s  prudence,  that  upon  thefe 
oeeafions  he  will  aft  in  a  manner  that  lhalf  be  mo  ft 
agreeable  to  Ms  Majefty,  and  moft  benficlal  to  his 
iu  tijefls  ;  and  that  he  will  take  care  to  inform  his 
Ma  efty  every  poft  what  palTes,  as  much  with  re- 
M  t0  prefen t  memorial,  as  to  any  unforefeen 
matters  concerning  maritime  commerce,  navigation, 
nn-.  he  colonies,  in  order  that,  according  to  the 
accounts  received,  ^  his  Majefty  may  make  known 
Iiw  r  tendons  to  him  through  the  channel  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  marine  department  ;  and 
^  -  her  fhah  be  any  matter  requiring  fecrecy,  he 
is  to  make  tide  of  the  inclofed  cypher. 

.  His  majefty  relies  in  every  thing  upon  his  pru¬ 
dent  toiecaft,  bein^  perfuaded  that  his  zeal  for 

his 
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his  lervice  will  be  ever  the  fame,  and  that  in  the 
moft  difficult  affairs  he  will  conduct  himfeii  with 
all  poilible  firmnefs,  fagacity  of  undemanding,  and 
ability. 

Done  at  Verfailles  the 
i£lh  of  May  1724* 


End  0?  the  Appendix  to  Vol.  L 
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'-Let ter  from  the  Marquis  d' Ar gen fort ,  Minijler  for  F«h 
reign  Affair  sy  to  M.  de  Voltaire^  :Uifloriographer  to 
the  King. 


Mo  n  si  Euiyif  Histories 


TOU  muft  have  Wen  informed,  by  Wednefday 
in  the  evening,  of  the  news  upon  which  you 
congratulate  us  To  much.  A  Page  was  difpatched' 
■from  the  field  of  battle,  on  Tuefday  at  half  an  hour 
'after  two,  to  carry  the  letters.  I  underftand  that  he 
arrived  at  Verfaillcs  at  five  o'clock  in  the  afternoon 
on  Wednefday.  It  was  a  glorious  fight  to  fee  the 
King  and  Dauphin,  writing  upon  a  drum,  fur- 
rounded  by  the  conquerors,  the  conquered,  the  dead, 
the  dying,  and  the  prifoners.  I  fliall  give  you  an  ac~ 
-count  of  lorne  particulars  which  I  remarked, 

.  N  z  I  had 
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I  had  the  honour  of  meeting  the  King  , on  Sunday, 
'"very  near  the  field  of  battle  ;  I  was  juft  arrived  from 
Paris,  at  the  quarters  at  Chin  j  and.  was  told  that  the 
King  was  gone  out.  I  called  for  a  horfe j  and  join¬ 
ed  his  Majefty  near  a  place  from  whence  one  could 
fee  the  enemy’s  camp.  The  King  was  the  firlTp.er- 
fon  who  informed  me  of  the  ftate  of  things,  as  they 
were. then  fuppofed  to  be.  I  never  faw  any  man 
fo  ehearful  upon  this  occafion  as  our  matter  was. 
We  canvafled  precifely  that  point  of  hiflorv,  which 

you  difcufs  in  four  lines* - -who  was  the  lad  of 

our  Kings  that  had  gained  a  battle  in  perfon.  1 
allure  you,  that  the  courage  difplayed  did  no  in¬ 
jury  to  the  judgment,  nor  the  judgment  to  the  me¬ 
mory.  From  thence  we  went  to  lie  down  upon 
llraw  ;  and  never  was  a  ball-night  more  jovial,  nor 
were  there  ever  fo  many  good  things  faid.  We 
flept  all  the  time  that  we  were  not  interrupted  by 
Couriers,  light  troops,  and  Aids-de-Camps.  The 
King  fang  a  fong  confiding  of  many  verfes,  and  which 
is  very  droll.  As  for  the  Dauphin,  he  die  wed  no 
more  concern  about  the  battle,  than  if  he  had  been 
a  hare-hunting  and  almoft  faid :  “  Is  this  all  ?”  A 
canon-ball  fell  in  the  dirt,  and  fplafhed  a  man  who 
flood  near  the  King.  Our  mafters  laughed  heartily 
at  his  dirty  figure.  One  cf  my  brother’s  grooms, 
who  was  in  the  rear  of  our  company,  was  wounded 
in  the  head  by  a  mulket-ball. 

It  is  abfolutely  true  .and  certain,  without  the  lead 
tin&ure  of  flattery,  that  the  King  himfelf  gained 
this  battle  by  his  own  refolution  and  firmnefs.  You 
will  fee  the  accounts  aad  particulars.  You  will 
■find,  that  there  was  one  dreadful  hour,  in  which 
we  expefted  nothing  lefs  than  a  renewal  of  the 
affair  at  Dettingen  ;  our  Frenchmen,  awed  by  the 
fleadinefs  of  the  Englifli,  and  by  th-.ir  rolling  fire, 
which  is  really  infernal,  and,  I  confefs  to  you,  is 
enough  to  ftupify  the  moft  unconcerned  fneftators. 
Them  it  was  that  we  began  to  defpair  of  our  caufe. 
Some  of  our  Generals,  who  have  led  courage  and 
ardour,  than  undemanding,  gave  very  prudent  coun- 
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fcls.  Orders  were  lent  as  far  as  Lifle  ;  the  King’s 
guard  was  doubled  ;  we  were  packing  up,  & c. 
Upon  this,  the  King  made  a  jeft  of  every  thing,  arid, 
going  from  the  left  to  the  center,  afked  for  the 
corps  de  referve,  and  the  brave  Lowendhal  ;  but 

there  was  no  need  of  it: - a  falfe  corps  de  re- 

ierve  charged  :  it  was  the  fame  cavalry  tnat  had 
charged  before  in  vain,  the  Kings  houiehold,  Cara¬ 
bineers,  the  remains  of  the  French  guards,  and  the 
Irifh,  which  are  excellent  troops,  efpecially“  when 
they  march  againft  the  EngliiTi,  and  the  Hanove¬ 
rians,  Your  triend,  M.  de  Richelieu,  is  .quite  a 
Bayard.  It  was  he  who  gave  the  advice,  and  who 
put  it  in  execution,  ot  attacking  the  infantry  like 
chafTeurs,  or  foragers,  with  the  hand  lowered,  and 
tire  arm  fhortened,  pell-mell,  mailers,  footmen,  of¬ 
ficers,  cavalry,  and  infantry,  all  together.  Nothing 
can  refill  this  French  vivacity,  which  is  fo  much 
talked  of.  In  ten  minutes  the  battle  was  won  by 
this  fecret  attack.  The  large  battalions  of  the  Eng- 
lifh  turned  their  backs,  and,  to  make- fhort  of  the 
matter,  14,000  men  were  killed 

The  credit  of  this  horrid  butchery  belongs  indeed 
to  the  cannon.  Never  were  there  fo  many  nor  fo 
large  cannon  fired  in  any  general  action,  as  at  this 
battle  of  Fontenoy.  There  were  a  hundred  pieces. 
It  iliould  feem,  Sir,  as  if  thefe  poor  enemies  had 
taken  a  pleafure  in  allowing  every  thing  that  was 
moll  prejudicial  to  them  to  arrive  ;  fuch  as  the  cannon 
from  Douay,  the  Gendarmerie,  and  the  Moufque - 
t  aire  S' 

You  mult  remember  one  anecdote  which  happen¬ 
ed  at  the  laft  charge  I  have  juft  been  mentioning. 
The  Dauphin,  by  a  very  natural  impulfe,  drew  his 
fword  with  the  beft  grace  in  the  world,  and  was  go¬ 
ing  to  join  in  the  charge  ;  but  he  was  defired  not  to 
do  it.  That  I  may  not,  however,  omit  telling  you 
the  bad  with  the  good,  I  have  obferved,  that  a  ha- 

N  3  bit 

*  There  were  indeed  14,000  men  miffing  at  the  roll-  calling  t 
bdt  about  6,000  returned  the  fame  day. 


Lit  is  too  foon  acquired  of  viewing  with  tranquillity 
>ipon  the  field  of  battle,  the  naked  dead  bodies  the 
enemies  at  the  laft  gafp,  and  the  wounds  flill  reeking 
As  tor  my  part,  I  own,  that  my  heart  failed  me,  and 
\  was  obliged  to  have  recourfe  to  a  fmelfing-bottle. 
I  took  particular  notice  of  out  young  heroes,  a»d 
tound  them  too  indifferent  upon  this  fubjeft  I  was 
apprehenfiye,  left,  in  the  courfe  of  a  long  life,  the 
.aile  for  this  inhuman  carnage  might  increafe. 

The  triumph  is  the  finell  fight  in  the  world  :  the 
acclamations  of  Vive  le  Rey-*- the  hats  waved  in  the 
air’  ^  the  en^  of  the  bayonets— the  compliments 
>ymch  are  paid  by  the  matter  to  his  warriors— the 
vifiting  of  the  intrenchments,  the  villages,  and  the 
redoubts  that  are  ftill  fo  entire — the  joy,  the  triumph, 
the  fenfibility  that  univerfuily  prevails  ; — but  ftil],  the 

melancholy  bafis  ot  all  this  is  human  blood,  and  hu¬ 
man  fiefib. 

Towards  the  end  of  Te  rejoicing,  the  Kino-  ho¬ 
noured  me  with  a  convention  about  a  peace  ;  and  I 
hare  dilpatchcd  Couriers.  T he  King  was  very  mucli 
entertained  yeSeruay  at  the  trenches.  He  was  fired 
at  very  oiten,  but  remained  there  three  hours.  I  was 
at  work  in  my  clofet,  which  is  my  intrenchment ;  for. 
I  acknowledge,  that  thefe  diffipadons  have  made  me: 
much  in  a  rear  with  my  affairs. 

I  trembled  every  time  I  heard  the  firing.  The  day 
before  yefterday  I  went  to  view  the  trenches  by 
my  1  elf.  Jt  is  no  very  curious  fight  in  the  day-time, 
ic>-day  we  are  to  have  a  *7 e  Deum  under  a  tent, 
with  a  general  volley  from  the  army,  which  the  King 
is  to  go  upon  Mount  Trinity  to  fee.  It  will  be  a 
grand  fight! 
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N°.  IT. 

Letter  from  the  Dauphin  to  the  Dauphimj  $>  upon  the 

Battle  of  Font e mi . 

ON  -Sunday,  at  one  o’clock  In  the  afternoon,  the 
King  was  informed  that  the  enemy  were  not 
didaat  from  us  more  than  a  league-  He  immediately 
ordered  the  army  to  crofs  the  Scheld.  He  joined  it 
after  dinner,  towards  five  o’clock  in  the  evening,  and 
found  an  incredible  degree  ot  ardour  among  the  troops* 
He  advanced  in  the  front  of  the  camp,  to  a  place 
from  whence  he  could  difeern  part  of  the  enem^. 
Some  firing  pafled  towards  the  evening  between  their 
huflars  and  our  light-troops,  who  have  for  thefe  few 
days  done  wonders. 

About  nine  o’clock,  the  King  repaffed  the  Scheld, 
upon  a  bridge  that  had  been  thrown  acrofs,  at  halt 
a  league’s  didance  trom 'Tournai,  towards  the  citadel, 
and  came  to  lleep  at  a  miferable  houfe  in  a  village 
called  Calonne,  where  every  body  laid  upon  draw, 
except  he  and  I. 

The  next  day,  Monday,  the  King  got  up  at  halt 
an  hour  after  three,  and  dined  at  eight.  He  did  not 
get  on  horfeback  to  examine  the  fituation  of  the 
enemy  till  noon.  H<r  faw  that  their  camp  was  be° 
come  more  apparent.  There  was  fome  little  firing 
between  our  advanced  pods,  but  this  did  not  caufe 
any  movement  in  either  of  the  armies.  As  the  King 
was  returning,  about  three  o’clock  in  the  afternoon, 
he  met  fome  foragers,  who  had  flung  away  their 
trulTes,  and  were  returning  full  fpeedto  the  camp, 
faying,  that  the  enemy  were  in  motion.  The  King 
turned  back,  and  faw  in  reality  that  the  enemy’s 
left  wing  was  marching  towards  the  village  of  An- 
Jtoin.  It  could  not  yet  be  imagined  that  they 
meant  to  attack  us,  becaufs,r  it  was  faid,  they 
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£nT  t0?  ^nS  at  the  Phyfic,  to  have  any  inclina- 
on  to  fwallow  it  Accordingly,  on  that  night  no- 

Jhmg  was  done,  difpofitions  were  only  made  for  the 
next  day.  J 

^In§  roie  before  four  o’clock  in  the  morn- 
irlg  ;  he  mounted  his  horfe,  croffed  the  Scheld,  ftep- 
?ed  a  ]lttIe  on  this  fide  .of  a  chapel,  called  Notre 
ame  des  bois.  He  afterwards  advanced  upon  a 
3mall  rmng  ground,  from  whence  he  had  a  diftinft 
view  of  the  enemy^s  camp,  as  well  as  of  ours.  Be¬ 
tween  nine  and  ten  o’clock,  he  called  for  his  break- 
ait.  As  it  was  going  to  be  brought  to  him,  the 
enemy  began  the  attack  of  the  pod  of  Fontenoy, 
irom  whence  M.  de  la  Vauguyon,  at  the  head  of 
the  Dauphin’s  brigade,  repulfed  them  vigoroufiy,  fa 
oid  not  venture  to  repeat  their  attack, 
fhe  King  was  obliged  to  quit  the  rifing  ground, 
becaufe  the  enemy’s  cannon  bore  full  upon  it.  He 
ujuld^  never  prevail  upon  the  fugitives  to  return  to- 
toe  cnarge  ;  great  part  of  them  were  footmen,  who 
ipread  the  alarm  among  the  reft.  Daring  the  rc- 
treat,  which  airlifted  him  exceedingly,  his  counten¬ 
ance  aid  not  change,  and  he  gave  his  orders  with  a 
cooineis  which  every  body  admired.  When  the  ene¬ 
my  had  forfaken  the  field  of  battle,  the  King  appear¬ 
ed1  upon  it,  and  was  received  with  incredible  acclama¬ 
tions  of  joy,  He  gave  orders  that  the  wounded  fliould 
•;e  taken  care  of,  as  well  foes  as  friends.  This  affair 
has  been  called  the  Battle  of  Pontenoi.  In  the  even¬ 
ing,  towards  nine  or  ten  o’clock,  the  King  was  in¬ 
formed  that  the  enemy  retreated  in  diforder  that 
there  was  a  great  mifunderftanding  between  the  Eng- 
b/lr  and  the  Dutch  ;  and  that  at  the  roll-calling, 
there  were  i  5,000  men  miffing,  while  we  have  loll 
but  2,000 ;  fo  that  you  fee  the  King  has  gained  a 
complete  victory.  The  poor  Duke  de  Grammont  was 
killed  by  a  cannon-ball,  which  broke  his  thigh.  Adieu^ 
Uiy  dear  wife,  I  love  you  more  than  myfelf. 
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Mnnifefio  of  the  King  of  France ,  in  favour  of  Prince 

Charles  Edward* 


HI  S  molt  Serene  Highnefs,  Prince  Charles  Ed¬ 
ward,  having  landed  in  Great  Britain,  with 
no  other  afliftance  than  his  courage,  and  all  his 
actions  having  gained  him  the  admiration  of  Eu¬ 
rope,  and  the  hearts  of  all  true  Englifhmen,  the 
King  of  France  has  been  induced  to  think  as  they 
do.  He  has  thought  it  his  duty  at  once  to  fuccour 
a  Prince  fo  worthy  of  the  throne  of  his  anceftors,  and 
a  generous  nation,  the  wifeft  men  of  which,  recall, 
at  length,  the  Prince  Charles  Stuart  into  his  coun¬ 
try.  He  fends  the  Duke  de  Richelieu  at  the  head 
of  his  troops,  only  becaufe  the  beft-intentioned 
men  among  the  Englifh  afked  for  that  fupport  % 
and  he  precifely  confines  himfelf  to  the  number  of 
troops  demanded,  ready  to  withdraw  them  as*  foon 
as  the  nation  fhall  require  their  removal.  His  Ma-  - 
jefty,  in  giving  fo  reafonable  an  afMance  to  his 
relation,  to  the  fon  of  fo  many  Kings,  to  a  Prince 
who  fo  much  deferves  the  Crown,  takes  this  ftep, 
with  regard  to  the  Englifh  nation,  only  in  the 
view  and  in  the  affurance  of  pacifying  by  that 
means  England,  and  Europe,  fully  convinced  that 
his  mod:  Serene  Highnefs  Prince  Edward  puts  his 
confidence  in  their  good-will;  that  he  looks  upon 
their  liberties,  the  maintaining  of  their  laws,  and 
their  happinefs,  as  the  end  of  all  his  enterprifes ; 
and  finally,  that  the  greateft  Kings  of  England  are 
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fchoie,  who,  being  brought  up  like  him  in  adverfityv 
have  deferved  the  love  of  the  nation. 

It  is  from  thefe  motives  that  the  King  alMs  the 
Prince,  who  has  put  himfelf  under  his  protection* 
the  fon  of  him  who  was  bom  legitimate  heir  to  the 
■three  kingdoms ;  the  warrior,  who,  notwithftand- 
ing  his  valour,  expeCts  only  from  them  and  their 
laws  the  confirmation  of  his  mod:  facred  rights  $ 
who  can  never  have  any  other  intereft  than  theirs  ; 
and,  in  a  word,  whofe  virtues  have  foftened  the 
hearts  of  thofe  v?hq  were  the  moft  prejudiced  againft 
liis  caufe. 

He  hopes  that  fuch  an  opportunity  will  re-unite 
two  nations,  which  muft  reciprocally  efteem  each 
•other ;  which  are  naturally  connected  by  the  mutual 
wants  of  their  commerce  ;  and  which  fhould  be  join¬ 
ed  at  prefent  in  the  caufe  of  a  Prince  who  deferv&s 
the  good  wifhes  of  all  nations. 

The  Duke  de  Richelieu,  who  commands  the  troops 
•of  his  Majefty,  the  King  of  France,  addrefies  this 
declaration  to  all  the  faithful  fubjeCts  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain,  and  allures  them  of  the  conftant  protection  of  the 
King  his  matter.  He  is  come  to  join  the  heir  of  their 
antient  Kings,  and  to  fpill,  as  well  as  him,  his  blood, 
in  their  fervice* 
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N*.  V. 

Representations •' of  the  Bi/hops  to  the  King,  of  the  II  thz 

of  J une  1752. 


SIRE, 

^TT^HE  filence  we  have  hitherto  obferved  upon  the 
JLt  evils  that  atflift  us,  and  thofe  with  which  we 
are  threatened,  was  founded  upon  a  principle  of  mo¬ 
deration  and  charity.  Content  with  raifing  our  hands 
up  to  Heaven,  and  imploring  in  fecret,  by  our  vows 
and  ^applications,  the  mercy  of  the  Lord,  we  were 
In  hopes  that  the  prejudices,  which  have  feduced 
the  greated  part  of  the  Magidrates  of  your  Parlia¬ 
ment  of  Paris,  would  fubfide  ;  that  they  would  at 
length  open  their  eyes  to  the  light ;  and  that  the/ 
would,  of  their  own  accord,  pay  an  homage  tc> 
truth,  which  in  faft  their  hearts  have  never  refufed, 
But,  Sire,  the  wound  which  this  tribunal  has  giv¬ 
en  to  religion,  becomes  every  day  fo  deep,  that 
we  fhould  think  we  betrayed  the  holy  minidry,  which 
has  been  intruded  to  us,  if  we  deferred  any  longer 
to  lay  our  complaints  at  the  foot  of  your  Majedy’s 
throne,  and  to  make  you  acquainted  with  our  grief  . 
and  our  alarms. 

In  fact,  Sire,  can  we,  without  being  ftricken  with 
the  greated  adonifhment,  behold  the  Parliament  of 
of  Paris  giving  out  an  order  to  prevent  any  public 
refudd  of  the  facraments,  under  pretence  (fay  they) 
that  the  Bull  Unigejiitus  has.  not  been  accepted? 
Shall  a  lecular  tribunal  then  decide.,  that  the  fub- 
midion  to  a  conftitution,  which  is  a  dogmatic  and 
unalterable  fentence  of  the  univerfal  church,  a  law 
of  the  church  in  point  of  doflrine,  and  a  law  of 
ahe  date,  is  a  matter  of  no  confequence  to  falva- 
tBon  ?  They  pretend  then  that  the  facraments  dhouki 
bs  adminldered  to  »  petfoa  who  refutes  to  fubmit 
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to  fuch  a  law,  without  even  excepting;  the  cafe 
wherpm  fuch  a  refufal  ihould  be  obftinale,  public, 
no  orious,  and  fcandalous !  If  they  determine,  that 
n  inch  a  cafe  we  are  not  at  liberty  to  refufe  the 
acraments,  they  may  with  equal  propriety  deter¬ 
mine,  that  they  cannot  be  refufed  in  any  other  cafe 
they  may  chufe  to  mention.  If  the  authority  refides 
with  them  of  fettling  the  cafes  in  which  we  may 
not  relule  the  facraments,  why  fhould  they  not  alfo 
have  the  right  of  fettling  the  inflances  in  which  we 
may  admmifter  them?  A  lay  tribunal  has  then  the 

^  J?  a}G  Sufficiency  or  infufficiency  of  the 
■ililpofitions  in  which  a  pcrfon  is  with  regard  to  the 
reception  of  the  facraments,  and  confequently  to  de¬ 
cide  upon  what  renders  the  faithful  worthy  or  tin- 
"worthy  of  receiving  them. 

What  reproaches  fhould  we  not  have  to  make  to 
ourfelves,  Sire,  if,  depofitaries  as  we  are  of  religion 
we  fhould  fuffer  in  fdence  the  fecular  Judges  to  ar~ 
rogate  to  themfelves  the  facred  rights  of  the  Priefl- 
hood^  in  difpenfing  the  holv  myfteries,  and  boldly 
ro  uiurp  from  fpiritual  authority  a  power,  which  its 
Minifters  alone  have  received  from  Jefus  Chrift  ;  a 
power,  the  exercife  of  which  is  not  left  forbidden 
TO  Chrifhan  Magidrates,  by  divine  and  ecclefiadical 
jaws,  than  it  is  prohibited  to  them  as  fubjetfls,  by 

the  cleared  and  mod  exprefs  ordonnances  of  our 
Kings. 

Permit  us,  Sire,  to  mention  fome  of  thofe  laws  and 
ordonnances  to  your  Majedy,  which  ought  to  be  rules 
oi  your  Parliament’s  eonduft,  and  upon  which  our. 
hopes  are  founded. 

Jefus  Chrid  fpoke  to  his  Apodles,  both  with  re¬ 
gard  to  themfelves  and  to  their  fucceflors,  when 
he  Paid  :  Go  ye  therefore  and  teach  all  rations ,  bap-- 
tifing  them  in  the  name  of  the  Father ,  &c.  And  in- 
dru6ting  them  to  obferve  all  the  things  which  he 
had  taught  and  commanded  them,  it  is  to  them  that 
he  fays  :  He  <who  heareth  you ,  heareth  me  •  and  he 
*ivho  defpifeth  you>  defpifetk  me.  It  is  to  them  that  he 
has  add  reded  thofe  words ;  Whatfoever  thou  Jhalt 

bind 
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&W  m  earth)  /hall  be  bound  in  heaven,  and  whatfo- 
ver  thou  jTiali  lo  e  on  earth*  /hall  be  loofed  in  heaven* 

It  is  of  us  that  the  Apoidle  Saint  Paul  has  fpokcn, 
when  he  has  laid  :  he  lloly  Ghojl  hath  made  you 

over i eers  to  feed.  the  Church  of  God ,  vehich  he  hath 
pur  chafed  vuit/i  his  oven  blood . 

It  therefore  belongs  to  us,  $ire,  to  teach  and  pre¬ 
scribe  what  concerns  religion,  and,  as  St.  HP  ary  has 
faid,  to  preach  the  faith,  which  we  have  received 
from  the  Apoftles,  in  the  terms  which  we  judge 
moft  proper. 

“  Where  is,"  exclaims  St.  Athanafius,  “  Where  is 
u  the  canon  vehich  prefcribes  to  a  Bifhop  to  receive 
«  his  mifjion  from  the  fecular  tribunal 

“  If  it  be  from  the  Laity,”  faid  St.  Ambrofe  to  the 
Emperor  Valentinian,  “  that  the  Bifhops  are  to  receive 
“  their  inftru&ions,  what  would  happen  ?  Let  the 
Layman  then  give  inftruftions,  and  let  the  Bifhop 
u  attend  and  learn.  But  if  we  look  into  the  Divine 
s(  Scriptures  and  tradition,  who  will  venture  to  deny, 
that  in  a  bufinefs  which  concerns  faith,  it  belongs 
4<  to  the  Bifhops  to  judge  the  Emperors,  and  not  to  the 
4‘  Emperors  to  judge  the  Bifhops  ?’J 

“  O  ye  fheep,” — thefe  are  the  words  of  St.  Grego- 
ry  of  Nazianzen — <(  do  not  pretend  to  conduct  your 
«  pallors,  nor  to  raife  yourfelves  above  them.  It  is 
«  fufftcient  for  you  to  be  put  by  their  care  into  a 
“  good  pafture-ground  ;  do  not  undertake  to  judge 
u  your  judges,  or  to  give  laws  to  your  legiflators.” 

Such,  Sire,  is  the  dodlrine,  which,  from  age  to 
age,  has  been  tranfmitted  to  us  by  the  Holy  Fa¬ 
thers,  thofe  refpedtable  men,  whole  facred  teflimo- 
nies  form  the  feries  of  tradition.  Pope  Gelazius, 
writing  to  the  Emperof  Anaftafius,  exprelTes  himfelf 
thus  :  “  There  are  two  means,  by  which  this  world 
u  is  governed,  the  facred  authoiity  of  the  Bifhops, 
u  and  the  Regal  power.’’ 

The  epifcopal  charge  is  of  fo  much  the  higher  im¬ 
portance,  as  it  is  by  them  that  an  account  of  the  con¬ 
duct  of  Kings  themfelves  is  to  be  rendered  at  the 
divine  tribunal ;  for  you  .know,  that  although  your 

dignity 


27S  A  P  P  E  N  D  r  X.- 

dignitj  rates  you  above  all  the  general  race  of  man¬ 
kind,  you  bow  your  neck  before  the  Prelates;  you 
receive  the  Sacraments  from  their  hands,  and  you 
are  tubiefted  to  them  in  what  refpeds  religion  :  you 
follow  their  deciftons,  and  they  are  not  bound  by 
yoi .  w,  out  it  the  Bifhops  obey  your  edifts  as 
far  as  regards  political  concerns,  and'  temporal  in- 
terefts,  knowing  that  you  have  received  power  from 
above,  with  what  affeftionate  readincfs  ought  you  to 
ubmit  yourfelf  to  them,  who  are  cornmiffioned  to 
dilpenfe  the  Sacraments? 

“  With  regard  to  this  life,”  fays  St  Fulgentius,  m 
a  paffage  which  the  Emperor  Charlemain  himfelf  has  . 
adopted  44  no  one  in  the  Church  of  Jefus  Chrift  is  - 

above  the  Pontiffs,  as  in  fecular  matters  no  one  is 
“  above  the  Chriftian  Emperor.” 

Ofiu5,  Bifliop  of  Cordova,  in  a  letter  which  he- 
wrote  to  the  Emperor  Conftantine>  after  having  en¬ 
gaged  him  not  to  favour  the  Arians  any  more  againff 
the  Catholics,  continues  in  thefe  terms :  44  I  defire 

you  would  aft  in  this  manner,  and  remember  that 
fi‘  you  are  a  mortal  man.  Dread  the  day  of  judg- 

ment ;  do  not  interfere  with  ecclefiaffical  affairs, 

41  and  do  not  pretend  to  give  us  direftions  in  thefe 
44  matters;  receive  them  rather  from  us.  God  has 
44  given  you  the  Empire,  and  has  intruded  the  Church. 

44  to  us.  As  any  perfon  who  incroaches  upon  your- 
44  power  afts  contrary  to  the  orders  of  God;  fo  like- 
64  wife  do  you  fear  to  draw  the  imputation  of  a  great 
44  crime  upon  yourfelf,  by  interfering  in  our  concerns. 

44  For  it  is  written,  Give  unto  Caffar  what  belongs  to 
44  Caffar,  and  to  God  what  belongs  to  God.  We 
(<  are  not,  therefore,  allowed  to  have  dominion  upon 
u  the  earth,  nor  have  you  a  right  to  lay  your  hand 
44  upon  the  cenferff 

Thefe  are  truths,  Sire,  which  the  Emperors  them- 
felves,  and  the  Kings  your  predeceffors,  have  feve- 
ral  times  acknowledged  by  authentic  afts.  They 
have  chofen  that  all  their  fubjefts  fhould  bend  to  tip? 
fpiritual  authority,  which  the  Minifters  of  the  Church 
derive  from  God  alone  ;  that  this  authorky  ihould  be 


Er  v-s, 


* 


APPENDIX. 


2  79 


freely  exercifed  throughout ‘their  dominions i ;  and  they 
have  forbidden  their  tribunals  ever  to  make  the  leaft 

incroachments  upon  them.  .  ,  , 

The  Emperor  Bafil,  in  his  harangue  at  the  eighth 

General  Council,  holden  at  Condantmople,  exprefP 
€d  himfclf  thus:  44  The  Holy  Canons  have  neves. 

44  given  to  the  laity  the  right  of  cogiuzance  in  ec- 
«  clefiaftical  affairs,  *  this  is  referved  tor  Bifhops  and 
u  Priefts.  As  for  you,  laymen,  adds  he,  whether 
«  you  be  in  office  or  not,  what  fhall  I  fay  more  to 
«  you,  than  that  it  does  not  belong  to  you  to  con- 
4t  cern  yourfelves  with  eccledadical  affairs  ;  _  an(l  *  a? 

«  you  can  by  no  means  refill  the  authority  of  the 
44  UnivcrfaL  Church  and  of  a  General  Council,.  In 
44  fa&,  it  does  not  belong  to  us  laymen,  to  trouble 
«  ourfelves  about  thofe  matters  ;  us,  who  are  to  re- 
«  ceive  the  fpiritual  nourifhment  we  are  in  want  o£ 

**  from  the  hands  of  the  Pontiffs  ;  us,  to  whom  the 
«  Clergy  is  necefTary  for  our  falvation  ;  us,  who  are 
u  bound  or  unbound  by  their  authority  ;  it  is  not 
«  to*  usy  but.  to  the  Pontiffs  and  Priefls,  that  the 
«<  Lord  has  impofed  the  obligation  of  governing  us, 
44  of  fan£tifying  us,  of  binding  and  unbinding  us, 
«  and  whom  he  has  intruded  with  the  keys.  For 
44  whatever  religion,  whatever  wifdom,  whatever  piety 
44  a  layman  may  poflefs,  dill  as  a  layman  he  is  one 
44  of  the  flock.  What  reafons  can  we  have  to  en- 
44  deavour,  by  the  fubtlety  of  our  difcourfes,  to  en- 
44  venom  and  cnticife  the  decifions  of  our  padors,  and 
44  to  attempt  to  penetrate  into  things  which  are  above 
44  us  ?  We  are  to  addrefs  ourfelves  to  them  with  fear, 
44  and  with  a  fpirit  of  faith  ;  we  ought  to  be  pene- 
~*4  trated  with  refpefl:  in  their  prefence,  as  being 
44  Miniders  of  the  Almighty  God,  whom  they  re- 
44  prefent.  Let  us  not  therefore  concern  ourfelves  with 

64  what  is  not  our  competency 

The  Emperor  Charlemain  expreffcs  the  fentiments 
of  his  heart  in  this  manner  upon  the  fubjeft:  44  We 
44  cannot  believe, J>  fays  he  in  one  of  his  ordonnances, 
44  that  thofe  who  are  not  faithful  to  their  God,  anti 

5*  fubmiffive  to  their  pador53  can  be  faithful  to  our- 
w  r  \  felresa 
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‘‘(elves..  We  cannot  comprehend  that  they  can  W 
obedient  to  us,  our  minifters,  or  our  representatives 
I! w  len  they  ire  difobeoient  in  the  matters  which 
concern  religion,  and  the  good  of  the  Church.  It 
is  to  Hie  Pallors  that  it  is  Ca  d  :  Whofoevtr  hears 
you,  hears  me>  amj  whofoever  defpifes  you,  Re¬ 
plies  me.  And  in  another  place :  He  that  rouch- 

<*  fu  >0U’i  t0Ulhes  the  aPPle  °f  my  eye.  Let  thofe 
„  'he"  who  are  not  obedient  to  them,  know,  even 
„  !t  the7  were  my  own  children,  that  they  fhould 
not  preserve  either  dignity  in  our  empire  or  apart- 
ments  in  our  palace;  that  they  lliould  not  have, 
either  with  ourfelves  or  any  others,  fociety  or  com- 
liinmcation  ;  but  that,  on  the  contrary,  they  lliould 
be  feverely  punilhed.  This  is  the  mark  of  fidelity 
«  r" ,  atra;'bnient  to  us,  which  we  require  from  our 
m'tnful  fubjefts.  If  they  are  faithful  in  their  obe- 
dience  to  their  Pallors,  they  will  then  be  faithful 
“  to  God,  and  to  us.” 

We  JTioukl _  take  up.  Sire,  your  attention  for  too 
long  a  time,  if  we  were  to  lay  before  your  Majefty 
all  the  laws  which  Have  been  made  by.  the  Kings 
your  predecelTors,  to  maintain  the  authority  of  the 
Minifters  of  the  Church;  and  your  Parliament  can 
quote  none  that  can  ferve  to  favour  their  enterprise. 
We  will  confine  ourfelves  to  the  mention  of  fome 

of  them  that  have  been  made  within  thefe  two  cen- 
tlirics. 


Francis  I.  in  1 5 3 9 ’  ^o^Fjiciciing  tire  Ecclefiaflical 
JuQges  to  cite  to  their  tribunals  laymen,  in  matters 
that  are  merely  perfonal,  adds,  without  prejudice, 
however,  to  the  ecclefialiical  jurifdidbon,  with  re¬ 
gard  to  the  Sacraments,  and  other  matters,  merely 
Spiritual  and  ecclefiaflical. 

Lewis  XIIL  again,  diftin&ly  acknowledged  the  iu- 
rifdiaion  of  the  Church,  when,  in’  Article  IV/ of 
his  edia  of  the  id  of  Auguft  i6io,  he  expreffies 
himfelf  in  this  manner:  It  is  ‘  *  our  pleafure, 

that  when  our  officers,  under  pretence  of  poffieffi- 
“  on,  complaints,  or  novelties,  fliall  be  difpofed, 
tt  direcVly  or  indireftly,  to  take  cognizance  of  any 

“  fpiritual 
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«  ipiritual  matter,  concerning  the  Sacraments,  ofn- 
«  ces,  conduct  and  difci pline  of  the  Church,  or  be- 
«  tween  the  Ecclefiaftics,  that  the  ordonnances  of 
“  the  Kings  our  prodeceftors,  who  have  allotted  to 
«  our  officers  what  is  under  their  cognizance,  and  have 
«  alfo  regulated  the  ecclefiaftical  jurifdiaion,  fliould 
“  be  obferved  and  maintained,  io  that  every  one 
“  fhould  keep  to  his  own  duty,  and  confine  himfelf  to 
“  what  belongs  to  him,  without  incroaching  one  upon 
44  another  ;  which  we  expreisly  forbid.  \\  e  alfo  in- 
“  join  to  our  Court  of  Parliament,  to  leave  to  the  Ec- 
“  clefiaftical  Jurifdifti-on  the  matters  that  are  of  their 
44  cognizance,  even  thofe  that  concern  the  Sacraments, 
44  and  other  fpiritual  and  merely  ecclefiaftical  caufes, 
“  without  attracting  them  to  themfelves,  under  pre- 
44  tence  of  poffeflion,  or  from  any  other  motive  what- 
44  ever.” 

So  pofitive  a  law  ought  for  ever  to  have  fecured  the 
authority  of  the  Minifters  of  Jefus  Chrift,  with  regard 
to  the  adminiftration  of  the  Sacraments,  from  any  in- 
croaehments  of  the  Magiftrates.^  Notwithftanding 
which,  it  afterwards  became  necefiary  to  make  frefh 
precautions  upon  this  matter;  and  this  was  according- 
le  done  by  Lewis  XIV.  in  the  Articles  XXX.  andXXXIV* 
of  his  edict  of  the  month  of  April  1695.  The  firft:  is 
as  follows. 

44  The  knowledge  and  judging  of  the  doCtrme  con- 
44  cerning  religion,  fhall  belong  to  the  Biff  ops  and 
44  Archbifhops.  W e  injoin  to  our  Court  of  Parliament, 
44  and  to  all  our  other  Judges,  to  refer  them  to  the 
44  above-mentioned  Prelates  ;  to  give  them  the  aftift- 
u  ance  they  may  be  in  want  of,  to  execute  their  cen- 
44  fures,  and  to  proceed  to  the  punifhment  of  crimi- 
44  nals ;  without  preventing,  however,  ourfaid  Courts 
44  from  endeavouring,  by  other  means  which  they  may 
a  judge  expedient,  to  repair  the  fcandal,  and  pertur- 
64  bation  of  order  and  of  public  tranquility,  and  without 
44  oppofition  to  the  ordonnances  which  the  publication 
44  or  the  faid  doCtrine  may  have  occafioned.” 

It  appears,  She  by  the  tenour  of  this  article,  that 
one  of  the  cafes  in  which  the  Royal  jurifdi&ion  may  in¬ 
terfere.* 


2Sz  APPENDIX, 

terfere,  to  reftrain  thofe  whom  our  cenfures  are  not  of 
01  ce  enough  to  keep  within  bounds,  is,  when  the  per- 
ion  who  openly  teaches  a  do&rine  contrary  to  the  doc¬ 
trine  of  the  Church,  gives  rife  to  a  popular  commotion, 
excites  fedition,  and  difturbs  public  order  and  tranquil¬ 
ity  but  it  likewile  appears,  that  when  judgment  is  to 

be  given  upon  any  doftrine  refpedling  religion - — fuch 

foi  inftance  as  the  constitution  Unigeni tus — * — the  Parli¬ 
aments  are  forbidden  to  take  any  fort  of  cognizance  of 
H  ;  and  that  in  fuch  cafe  it  is  their  duty  to  affift  us,  as 
far  as  there  may  be  occafion,  in  the  execution  of  our 
cenfures:  a  real  and  an  important  duty,  Sire, but  a  duty 
to  which  the  Parliament  of  Paris  choofes  to  be  blind 
for,  inftead  of  giving  us  that  affiftance  which  we  ftan4  in 
need  of,  they,  on  the  contrary,  employ  all  that  authority* 
with  which  your  Majefty  has  intruded  in  them,  to  pro¬ 
tect  thofe  againft  us,  who  have  incurred  our  cenfures  ; 
as  if  paying  that  obedience  to  us  which  is  our  due,  was 
to  be  reckoned  among  thofe  fcandals  and  troubles,  the 
punifhment  of  which  belongs  to  them.  This  Sire,  is  a 
conduct  which  renders  the  complaints  and  reprefenta- 
tions  we  take  the  liberty  of  laying  before  your  Majefty, 
ftilj  more  worthy  of  your  attention,  as  it  is  ftill  more 
pointedly  condemned  by  the  XXXIVth  article  of  the 
lame  ediff,  which  runs  as  follows  : 

“  The  cognizance  of  what  relates  to  the  Sacraments, 
a  religious  vows,  ecclefiaftical  functions  and  difcipline, 
ana  other- matters  purely  fpiritual,  Shall  belong  to 
“  the  jurifdi&ion  of  the  Church.  We  injoin  our  ofh- 
C£  cers,  and  likewife  our  Courts  of  Parliament,  to  leave 
u  to  them*  as  alfo  to  refer  to  them  the  cognizance  of 
u  all  thefe  matters,  without  tffluming  any  jurifdi&ion 
ts  or  cognizance  of  them,  unlefs  in  cafe  of  appeal  for 
4i  abufe,  lodged  in  our  faid  Courts,  againft  any  ofdina- 
ry  judgments  or  proceedings  had  by  the  Ecclefiafti- 
u  cal  Judges,  or  in  cafes  of  fucceftion,  or  other  civil 
matters,  wherein  the  eftate  of  a  perfon  deceafed, 
a  or  that  of  their  children,  may  be  concerned. ” 

Your  Majefty,  Sire,  treading  in  the  fteps  of  your 
auguft  predeceflors,  has  not  lefs  frequently,  nor  lefs 
'explicitly  than  they,  acknowledged  the  autho¬ 
rity 
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rhy  of  the  Bifhops  (exclufive  of  that  of  all  other  judges) 
in  what  concerns  points  of  doftrine,  anJ  the  adminiflra- 
tion  of  the  Sacraments. 

“  More  fubmiflive  to  the  decifions  ot  the  Church, 

“  than  the  meaneft  of  o\ir  fubjefts,”  (luch  are  your 
Majefty ’s  words,  in  your  declaration  of  the  7th  of  Oc¬ 
tober  1717,  regiftered  by  the  Parliament)  u  we  are 
“  convinced,  that  it  is  from  thence  both  Kings  and 
“  their  lubjefts  ought  equally  to  receive  thofe  truths 
u  which  are  neceffary  to  falvation  ;  and  we  have  no 
<(  idea  of  extending  our  power  to  what  concerns  points 
0  of  do&rine,  which  are  a  facred  depollt,  intruded  to 
“  another  power.  We  know  it  is  to  that  power  alone 
H  that  the  cognizance  of  them  is  referved,  and  we 
<c  could  not  interfere  in  them,  without  expofing  our- 
“  felves  to  the  juft  reproach  of  not  having  fupported 
u  the  truth,  but  by  a  manifeft  incroachment  on  the 
il  fpiritual  authority,  and  of  having  done  much  evil, 
((  under  afpecious  pretence  of  doing  greater  good.’’ 

The  fame  difpofitions  as  are  contained  in  this  decla¬ 
ration,.  were  renewed  in  thofe  of  the  5th  of  June  1719? 
and  of  the  4th  of  Auguft  1720. 

Your  Majefty,  in  your  declaration  of  1730,  has  con¬ 
firmed  the  Articles  XXX.  and  XXXI V.  of  jhe  edift  of 
1695,  and  by  that  has  given  them  aditional  force. 
The  decrees  of  the  Council  of  State,  for  thefe  twenty 
years  paft,  have  been  continually  recalling  theie  arti¬ 
cles  to  mind,  and  have  been  exerted  in  defending  the 
Church  againft  the  incroachments  which  the  Magis¬ 
trates  wanted  to  make  on  their  fpiritual  authority.  In 
a  decree  of  the  7th  of  September,  1727,  your  Majefty 
exprefsly  declares,  that  in  matters  which  concern  faith, 
and  the  doftrines  of  the  Church,  the  opinion  ot  the 
Bifhops  is  to  precede  the  exertion  of  the  fecular 
power,  and  to  ferve  as  the  foundation  for  the  laws 
and  decrets  which  that  power  enafts,  to  confirm 
the  authority  of  the  Church  by  temporal  puniili“ 
ments. 

In  1731,  the  jurifdiftion  of  the  Church  having 
been  violently  attacked,  your  Majefty  exprefted  your- 
felf  in  a  manner  very  capable  of  encouraging  the 

Minifters 
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Mini  iters  ^  of  Jefus  Chrift,  b  y  iftuing,  on  the  10th  of 
March,  in  your  Council,  a  decree  which  fignifies, 
Ct  that  your  Majefty,  ever  attentive  to  fulfil  every 
thing  that  religion  requires  from  your  power,  with- 
c<  out  being  wanting  in  any  thing  you  owe  to  your- 
felf,  coniiiers  it  as  your  firft  duty*  to  prevent,  that, 
“  on  occafion  of  thefe  difputes  the  rights-  of  a  power 
fhould  be  called  in  queftion,  which  has  received 
“  from  God  alone  the  authority  of  deciding  queftions 
“  of  dodrine  upon  the  law,  and  upon  the  regulation 
<l  of  manners  —  to  make  canons,  or  rules  of  difci- 
“  pline,  for  the  conduCt  of  the  Minifters  of  the 
“  Church,  and  of  the  faithful,  in  the  order  of  reli- 
“  gion  — to  appoint  or  fet  afide  their  Minifters,  in  con- 
formity  to  the  fame  rules — and  to  infure  obedi- 
“  ence,  by  impofing  upon  the  faithful,  according  to 
“  canonical  orders,  not  only  falutary  penances,  but 
“  real  fpiritual  puniiTiments,  by  the  fentences  or  cen- 
£<  fures  which  the  Superior  Clergy  have  a  right  to 
“  pronounce  an^  to  publifh,  and  which  are  fo  much 
“  the  more  formidable,  as  they  produce  their  effeCl 
upon  the  foul’ of  the  guilty  perfon  ;  whofe  oppcfi- 
u  tion  does  not  prevent  him  from  bearing,  contrary 
“  to  his  will,  the  punifliment  to  which  he  is  con- 
“  den'ined.” 

By  a  decree  of  the  6th  of  July  of  the  fame  year, 
your  Majefty  broke  and  annulled  a  decree  of  the  Par¬ 
liament  of  Paris,  becaufe  it  gave  an  injunction  to 
the  Bifhcp  of  Orleans,  in  a  fpiritual  matter,  and  con¬ 
cerning  the  Sacraments. 

Since  this  decree,  Sire,  when  the  Magistrates  have 
rot  co  .formed,  upon  this  point,  to  their  duty,  and  to 
your  orders*  you  have  always  come  to  the  afhftance- 
of  the  Church.  How  many  ftriking  inftances  do  we 
rot  recolleCt,  of’  this  zeal  in  your  Majefty  for  the  in- 
terefts  of  the  'fanCtuary,  and  which  awaken  in  our 
hearts  the  fentiments  of  a  juft  gratitude  ? 

The  decree  of  your  Council  of  1739,  broke  and 
annulled  an  ordomance  of  the  Lieutenant  of  the  baily- 
vvick  of  Videner.ve-le-Rci,  concerning  the  adminiftra- 
tion  of  the  Sacraments,  as  being  null,  and  incompe¬ 
tently 
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tently  given  —  as  an  incroachment  upon  the  rights  of 
Spiritual  authority  —  and  as  a  rafh  enterprife,  which 
you  could  not  fupprefs  with  too  much  fe verity,  in  or¬ 
der  that,  as  it  had  not  any  precedent  before,  fo  it* 
might  not  have  any  conlequence  hereafter. 

A  decree  of  your  Parliament,  given  on  the  id  of 
September  1740,  afforded  your  Majeffy  an  opportu¬ 
nity  of  expreffing  yourfelf  yet  more  clearly  and  pofi- 
tively  upon  this  ^interference,  fo  raflil y  and  fo  fre¬ 
quently  renewed.  The  Parliament,  by  that  decree, 
had  prohibited  all  afls  or  writings  auihofifing  a  refusal 
of  the  Sacraments,  and  o'  eccleliatfical  burial,  on  the 
foundation  of  an  appeal  from  the  conftitution  Unigeni- 
tus,  under  fuch -penalties  as  might  be  inflicted. 

Your  Majeffv,  by  a  decree  of  the  6th  of  the  fame 
month,  ordered  that  the  faid  provilion  iliould  be  re¬ 
garded  as  null,  and  having  had  no  exiftence  ;  annul¬ 
ling,  at  the  fame  time,  all  judgments  that  might  be 
'executed  or  paffed  in  confequence  thereof.  The  mo¬ 
tives  which  excited  your  Majefty’s  indignation  againft 
the  Parliamentary  decree,  and  which  are  recited  in  the 
preamble  to  the  decree  of  the  Council,  are,  “  that  it  is 
4‘  not  lawful  for  Magiftrates  to  exceed  the  limits  of 
44  their  power,  by  attempting  to  exercife  it  in  matters 
a  merely  fjpiritual,  fuch  as  the  rules  that  are  to  be  ob- 
“  ferved  with  rfcfpedt  to  the  adminiftration  of  the  Sacra- 
a  merits,  and  to  the  judgment  to  be  formed  upon  the 
c<  difpofitions  neceffary  to  receive  them.’’  Neverthe- 
lefs,  your  Majeffy  hath  haa  the  mortification  to  fee 
this  in  a  decree,  whereby  they  manifeftly  decide,  that 
the  reffjfal  of  the  Sacraments  Is  unjuft  in  the  cafe 
therein  fet  forth,  becaufe  they  exprefsly  prohibit  any 
writing,  and  even  any  a6l  in  juftification  of  fuch  a  re- 
fufal  ;  as  if  a  fecular  tribunal  could  have  a  right  to 
Impofejaws  on  the  Minifters  of  the  Church,  in  what 
regards  the  difpenfation  of  facred  matters  ;  that  is  to 
fay,  in  what  is  moll  effentially  united  to  the  power 
which  they  derive  from  God  himfelf ;  beffdes  that  the 
terms  made  ufe  of  in  this  decree  of  the  Parliament, 
svhere  they  fpeak  of  an  appeal  to  the  next  Council  ora 

the 
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Hie  fubjeft  of  the  conftitution  Unigenitusf  feemed  to 
luppole,  and  even  to  infinuate,  that  an  appeal,  which 
the  King  had  previoufly  declared  to  be  null,  as  far 
back  as  the  year  1720,  and  which  he  had  abfo- 
iutely  forbidden  to  be  made  in  future,  can  yet  be 
valid  tor  the  indemnification  of  thofe  who  on  that 
ground  might  perfift  in  their  oppofition  to  a  fen- 
tence  folemnly  acceded  to  by  the  Biiliops  of  this 
kingdom,  received  by  the  Church  in  general,  fup-. 
ported  by  letters  patent,  regiftered  in  all  the  Par¬ 
liaments,  and  fo  often  confirmed  by  the  authority 
of  the  Royal  affent. 

Laws  fo  explicit,  orders  fo  conformable  to  the 
dictates  of  religion  and  julfice,  were  not  of  force  to 
reftrain  the  fecular  tribunals.  The  judge  Delegate 
x)f  the  Su-preme  Court  of  Angers,  obliged  your  Ma- 
jefty  to  explain  yourfelf  afrefh,  two  years  after,  on  the 
fame  fubjeft;  and,  by  a  decree  of  your  Council, 
dated  5th  of  January  1742,  you  repeated  and  made 
void  a  ientence  pronounced  by  that  Judge,  as  Com- 
miiTioner  in  that  part  of  the  Parliament  of  Paris,  re- 
fpe&ing  the  adminiftration  of  the  Sacraments;  the 
fentence  being  declared  to  have  been  given  without 
authority,  and  to  be  an  incroachment  on  the  Epif- 
copal  jurifdidton. 

The  decree  palled  in  the  Council  of  State,  on 
the  17th  of  Odlober  in  the  fame  year,  occafioned  by 
a  decree  of  the  Parliament  of  Paris,  ordering,  that 
a  pamphlet,  intitled  Cas  de  Confcicnce ,  fhould  be 
burnt  by  the  public  Executioner,  furnifhes  another 
exemplary  proof  of  your  Majefty's  religious  zeal. 

Speaking  of  the  Parliament  of  Paris,  it  is  the^ 
faid,  “  that  the  Secular  Judges  ought  at  lead  to 

have  abftained  from  giving  to  the  work  they  con- 
Cl  demned  a  qualification,  by  -which  they  feemed 
u  to  have  taken  upon  themfelves  the  folution  of  this 
6C  cafe  of  confidence,  and  to  have  made  themfelves 
a  judges  of  the  difpofitions  requifite  for  a  worthy 

participation  of  the  Sacraments,  and  of  the  fub- 
u  million  which  is  due  to  the  judgments  of  the 
^  Church  in  points  merely  of  a  religious  nature*” 

Your 
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Your  Majefty  goes  on  to  fay,  “  that,  as  you  have 
u  already  declared  on  (imilar  occafions,  that  you 
€<  were  tar  from  confidering  matters  purely  fpiritual 
4i  as  being  fubmitted  to  your  authority,  fo  you  would 
“  not  fuffer  thofe  to  whom  you  intruded  a  part  of 
“  that  authority,  for  the  purpofe  of  adminiftering 
“  juftice,  to  exceed  thofe  bounds  which  you  had 
**  prefcribed  to  yourfelf.” 

Your  Majefty  therefore  ordained,  that  the  con¬ 
demnation  contained  in  the  decree  of  the  Parliament 
fhould  be  null,  and  of  no  efffQ,  as  if  it  had  nevxr 
been  made. 

In  like  manner,  the  decree  of  your  Council,  dated 
22d  of  January  1742,  fuppreffed  an  encroachment 
of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Rheims,  repealed  and  an¬ 
nulled  two  of  their  fentences  given  in  relation  to  the 
Sacraments,  and  forbade  them  to  interfere  in  future. 

But  that  of  the  21ft  of  February  1747,  which 
equally  proceeded  from  your  authority,  and  was 
given  on  the  occafion  of  the  decree  of  the  Pnrlia* 
xnent  of  Paris,  dated  the  17th  of  the  lame  month, 
affords  too  ftriking  a  proof  of  the  fpecial  protection 
which  you  afford  to  the  Church,  not  to  be  placed 
at  length  before  your  Majefty’s  eyes:  the  tenor  of 
it  is  as  follows:  “  His  Majefty  would  have  obferved, 
64  that  the  art  with  which  this  decree  had  been  drawn, 
“  ferves  only  to  point  out,  that  the  real  objeC:  of 
thofe  who  were  the  authors  of  it,  was,  to  weaken 
c<  and  render  ineffedhial  all  that  the  King  had  done, 
“  fince  his  happy  accefllon  to  the  Crown,  to  fup- 
“  port  by  his  authority  that  of  the  Bull  Unigenitus , 
rt  fo  fully  confirmed  by  the  fan&ion  of  the  heads  of 
61  the  Church,  that  all  thofe  who  are  acquainted  with. 
t(  the  two  decrees  of  the  Grand  Chamber,  dated  7th 
6i  of  January,  and  iff  inftant,  as.  well  as  with  what 
6i  preceded  the  decree  in  queftion,  cannot  doubt  that 
<c  their  principal  intention  was  to  prevent  the  confti- 
€i  tution  Unigenitus  from  being  regarded  as  a  deci- 
u  fion  of  the  univerfal  church,  in  point  of  deftrine, 
although  thefe  are  terms  confecrated  by  his  Ma- 
?  jefty  $  ufe  of  th?m^  as  well  in  his  declaration  of 
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24th  of  March  1730,  regiftered  in  his  prefence  by 
“  the  Parliament  of  Paris,  and  afterwards  by  all  the 
*•  other  Parliaments  of  his  kingdom,  as  in  the  de- 
6i  crees  which  he  has  palled  fince  that  declaration. 

T  hat  nothing,  in  lhort,  difcovers  more  plainly  the 
44  fpirit  of  the  decree  of  the  17th  inftant,  than  the 
“  affectation  with  which  they  have  attempted  to  give 
“  it  certain  globes,  by  attributing  to  his  Majefty  in- 
“  tentions  very  foreign  to  thofe  which  he  has  al- 

ways  profeffed,  as  if  they  had  meant  to  make 
“  him  contradict  himfelf.  But  it  is  aftenifhing,  that 
c‘  thofe  who  have  formed  fuch  a  delign,  fhould  not 
cc  have  remarked,  that  the  letter  written  to  the  Bi- 
44  fhops,  in  1731,  which  they  refer  to,  in  the  be- 
“  ginning  of  their  decree,  contains  the  fame  exprel- 
6‘  lions,  .  to  wit,  judgment  of  the  univerfal  Church 
4‘  in  point  of  doCtrine,  applied  to  the  conflitution  ; 
Ci  and  that  the  King’s  anfwers  to  the  remonftrances 
4i  of  the  Parliament,  the  dates  of  which  are  like  wile 
44  ftated  in  the  decree,  do  not  fhew  lefs  clearly,  that 
4*  his  Majefty  has  never  ceafed  to  maintain  that  re- 
454  fpeCt  and  fubmiffion,  which  the  conftitution  requires, 
44  from  Magiftrates,  as  well  as  from  all  other  good 
64  Catholics. 

44  His  Majefty  was  not  lefs  furprifed  tc  find,  in 
44  the  fubfequent  part  of  this  decree,  that  the  Par- 
44  liament  are  dilpofed  to  attribute  to  themfelves  the 
6i  merit  and  honour  of  taking  pains  to  prevent  a 
64  fchifin  from  being  introduced  into  the  kingdom ; 
44  as  if  it  were  poffible  to  be  ignorant  of  the  conti- 
44  nual  attention  paid  by  his  Majefty  to  the  pre- 
44  fervation  of  peace  and  tranquility  among  his  fub- 
44  jeCls;  or  that  the  readied:  way  to  promote  fchifm, 
C4  was  to  fubmit  to  the  mandates  of  the  Church, 
64  and  that  difobedience  was  the  means  to  exclude 
44  it.  His  Majefty  hath  moreover  paid  a  due  atten- 
44  tion  to  the  terms  of  the  arret ;  which  imply,  that 
*  the  Parliament  has  a  right  to  decide  upon  the  in- 
44  terpretations  which  the  corftitution  is  capable  of, 
44  although  the  King,  as  hath  been  snore  than  once 

e*prefled  by  his  Majefty,  even  in  his  anfwers  to  his 
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Parliament  made  it  an  inviolable  rule  to  himfelf* 
u  not  to  offer  any  explanation  of  doctrinal  points  of 
u  religion,  but  fuch  as  had  been  given  by  thofe 
u  whom  God  had  fixed  upon  to  be  the  judges  of 
them,  and  to  give  thefe  in  their  own  words.  In 
**  fine,  his  Majefty  obferved,  that  the  Parliament,  in 
“  defiance  of  that  refped  which  is  due  to  the  King’s 
4i  authority,  did  not  fcruple  to  declare,  at  the 
u  conclufion  of  their  decree,  that  they  perfifted  in 
u  the  principles  laid  down  in  the  refolutions  and  de- 
crees  they  had  palled,  to  the  day  of  their  laft  de- 
u  liberation,  as  if  by  -this  means  they  could  give  frefib. 

4i  validity  to  feveral  of  them,  which  the  King  had 
u  annulled  on  account  of  the  extravagance  of  thofe 
u  principles,  and  could  fet  their  authority  above  th£t 
u  of  the  Sovereign,  from  whom  alone  they  received 
u  it,  His  Majefty  would  therefore  be  wanting  in 
44  what  he  owed  to  Religion,  the  Church,  the  State, 
u  and  Himfelf,  if  he  differed  a  declaration  to  fubfift, 

M  which  calls  more  particularly  for  his  cenfure  ;  as 
u  by  recapitulating  the  modifications  fignified  in  the 
44  decree  of  regiftry  of  the  letters  patent  in  1714,; 
**  notwithftanding  that  they  have  no  relation  to  the 
4<  prefent  matter,  they  teem  to  have  aimed  only  at 
c<  Sheltering  themfelves  again  under  the  vain  pre- 
c<  tence  of  being  governed  by  national  principles,  of 
*  which  his  Majefty  hath  “been  and  always  will  be 
41  the  guardian,  as  he  hath  fufficiently  demonftrated 
44  by  his  attention  to  fupprefs  by  his  decrees  whate- 
“  ver  might  operate  in  contradiction  to  them.  Mov- 
yi  ed  by  all  thefe  various  confiderations,  his  Majefty 
c<  thinks  he  cannot  too  foon  explain  his  intentions  in 
ci  refped  of  a  decree  fo  evidently  calculated  to  re- 
44  vive  a  flame,  the  embers  of  which  he  is  conti- 
**  nually  endeavouring  to  extinguifh  :  And  therefore 
<<  the  King,  being  prefent  in  his  Council,  hath  can- 
celled  and  annulled,  and  doth  cancel  and  annul, 
A<  the  decrees  of  the  17th  inftant,  ordering  that  they 
Ai  Ihall  be  void,  and  conftdered  as  if  they  had  never 
exifted.  Further,  his  Majefty  ordaineth,  that  his 
declaration  of  the  24th  of  March  17  3©,  as  like  wife 
Vol.  L  O  m  “  the 
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the  decrees  iftued  by  his  Majefty  relative  to  the 

authority  of  the  conftitution,  be  obierved  agreea- 
“  to  their  form  and  tenour,  and  doth  of  confe- 
“  quence  direct  and  enjoin  that  the  faid  conftitution 
"  be  obeyed  with  all  the  relpe£t  and  fubmiilicn  which 
“  is  due  to  an  ordinance  of  the  univerfal  Church, 
“  in  a  matter  of  doftrine.  His  Majefty  doth  likewife, 
“  in  the  moll  exprefs  manner,  prohibit  and  bar  any 
“  decree  or  deliberation  to  the  contrary,  to  be  had 
“  by  his  Court  of  Parliament  of  Paris:  And  the  pre- 
44  lent  decree  fhall  be  read,  &c.  he 

What  a  fcene  or  peace  and  tranquility.  Sire,  would 
your  Majefty’s  dominions  exhibit,  if  the  Condmft  of 

our  Parliament  were  conformable  to  your  prudent 
and  religious  views  !  B«t,  in  fpite  of  the  tenets  of 
the  Gofpel,  the  uninterrupted  authority  of  tradition, 
the  laws  ol  preceding  Kings,  and  the  repeated  de¬ 
clarations  of  your  Majefty  on  a  point  of  fo  high 
importance,  the  Minilters  of  the  Church,  Curates, 
and  even  Paftors  of  the  higheft  rank,  are  expofed 
to  greater  infults  in  the  exercife  of  the’r  duties,  than 
they  have  ever  experienced  iince  the  foundation  of 
the  monarchy.  Attempts  are  made  to  fruftrate  what 
your  Majefty  has  been  labouring  to  eftablifh  for 
.more  than  thirty  years; — to  aboliih  our  moft  anci¬ 
ent,  refpeftable,  and  acknowledged  ufages  ;  the  ne- 
ceftity  of  ivhich  is  not  to  be  fubmitted  to  the  ex¬ 
amination  of  fecular  Magiilrates,  nor  can  become 
an  object  of  their  decifions.  A  right  of  jurifdidtion 
is  ufutped  in  what  concerns  the  exterior  adminiftra- 
tion,  and  we  are  left  to  apprehend  the  confluen¬ 
ces  of  the  next  ftep  on  thofe  parts  of  the  admi- 
niftration  and  difpenfation,  which  are  not  exterior ! 
How  are  we  to  reconcile  fuch  unaccountable  pre- 
tenfions  with  that  explicit  text  of  the  Apoftle,  in 
which  he  declares  that  we  are  not  only  the  Minif- 
ters  of  Jefus  Chrift,  but  alfo  the  difpenfers  of  the; 
holy  Myfteries  ? 

Alas  !  Sire,  fhall  it  be  faid,  that,  under  the  reign 
of  a  Prince  fo  religious,  fo  juft,  fo  powerful,  as  youjr 
'Majefty,  the  civil  power,  which  has  no  authority 
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•but  what  it  derives  from  you,  fhall  employ  it  againft 
your  molt  exprefs  edicts,  nay,  againft  your  moft  abfo- 
lute  prohibitions,  to  er.efl  a  new  tribunal  for  themfelves 
in  the  temple  of  the  living  God,  and  to  expofe  our  moft 
lolemn  facraments  to  profanation  ? 

Shall  the  world  behold  under  your  reign,  Sire,  the 
moft  fevere  nfeans  employed,  fuch  as  ages  leaf!  favour¬ 
able  to  the  Church  afford  no  example  of,  to  force 
the  Minifters  of  jefus  Chrift,  in, their  own  defpito,  in 
contradiction  to  their  confcience, — to  the  injunctions 
of  their  Bifhops — to  the  regulations  of  the  Ritual — to 
the  ecclefiaftical,  and  to  the  divine  law,  to  give  the 
holy  of  holies  to  perfons  notorioufly  unworthy,  to 
public  finners,  to  fuch  even  as  make  profeffion  of  Ii- 
bertinifm  and  infidelity  ?  If  the  fear  of  expofmg.  then>- 
'felvcs  to  the  crime  of  prevarication  reflrains  Priefts  of 
wifdom  and  fan&ity,  the  moft  rigorous  treatment  fhall 
be  the  reward  of  their  merit !  And  all  of  us,  Minifters 
of  Jefus  Chrift,  Chief  Paftors  of  your  people,  fhall 
find  ourfelves  obliged,  ,  either  to  be  guilty  of  prevarica- 
tion,  or  to  become  the  victims  of  our  duty  !  : 

God  forbid,  Sire,  that  we  fhould  hefitate  one  mo¬ 
ment  between  the  two  !  “  The  Church, ”  faid  St.  Cy¬ 
prian,  “  is  ruined,  if  threats  can  difcourage  and  difarm 
4<  us.”  We  will  chearfully  offer  ourfelves  to  fuffer- 
ing  and  tribulations,  and  openly  profefs,  that  if  fuch 
fcandals  are  continued,  we  fhall  no  longer  be  able  to 
reftrain  our  zeal  5  we  fhould  be  inexcufable  in  not  lift- 
ening  to  it.  We  fhall  be  forced  to  employ  the  fpiritual 
weapons  with  which  we  are  furnifhed  ;  and,  if  they 
are  not  found  fufficient  to  check  men  refolved  to  hold 
them  in  contempt,  we  fhould  with  our  own  bodies 
guard  that  of  Jefus  Chrift. 

This  refolution,  Sire,  with  which  we  are  infpired  by 
the  Lord,  and  which  has  no  other  fource  but  the  fear 
of  rendering  ourfelves  guilty  in  his  fight,  is  furely  more 
than  ever  neceffary,  at  a  time  when  your  Parliament  is 
proceeding  to  unheard-of-exceffes  againft  fome  of  our 
coadjutors  in  the  holy  myfteries. 

Is  it  pofftble  that  we  could  be  infenfrble  to  the  violertr 
ccs  exereifed  againft  them  ?  Could  we  fee,  without  the 
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utmoft  pain,  diligent  and  worthy  Paftors  difgraced  and 
put  to  flight,  becaufe  they  knew  their  duty  and  ful- 
flded  it;  becaufe  they  feared  the  judgment  of  God 
more  than  the  judgment  of  men  ;  becaufe  they  obeyed 
us,  who  are  their  lawful  fuperiors  in  the  miniftry  they 
exercife,  and  whom  they  could  not  have  difobeyed  in 
this  point,  without  being  criminal  before  God,  and  in¬ 
curring  thofe  penalties  which  the  Church  infli&s  upon 
prevaricators?  The  having  fulfilled  their  duty,  then, 
js  the  caufe  of  their  perfecution  :  but,  as  they  are  perfe¬ 
cted  for  righteoufnefs’  fake,  they  are  more  dear  and 
eftimable  to  us  than  ever.  And  if  they  have  trodden 
before  us  the  path  of  adverfity  and  difgrace,  we  will 
not  abandon  them,  Sire  :  not  only  will  we  employ  for 
them  our  prayers,  our  felicitations,  our  authority,  and 
whatever  means  Heaven  has  put  into  our  hands  f*or  the 
defence  of  its  caufe  ;  but  we  will  follow  them,  if  fuch 
IS  to  be  their  fate,  into  prifon  ;  we  will  cry  aloud  and 
fpare  not ;  the  whole  world  fhall  know,  that  if  the  Cu¬ 
rates  and’ the  Priefts  in  France  are  perfecuted  and  trou¬ 
bled  in  the  caufe  of  religion,  the  Bifhops  of  France  are 
capable  of  fharing  with  them  the  tribulations  which  a 
zeal  for  the  facred  rites  has  drawn  upon  the  Mimflers 
©f  the  faith,  and  that  they  feel  it  to  be  their  duty  to> 
live  and  die  for  their  religion. 

ft  is  not,  Sire,  from  a  motive  of  conpaflion5  even  to- 
the  Paftors  in  whofe  behalf  we  take  the  liberty  of  ad- 
c’refling  your  Majefty,  for  they  have  the  happinefs  to 
be  the  martyrs  of  Jefus  Chrift  ;  it  .is  from-  a  dread  of 
the  fatal  efl^dls  which  may  be  produced  by  this  forced 
defertion  from  their  cures.  How  grievous  mull  it  be  to 
Bifhops,  to  fee  that  part  of  the  flock  which  is  committed 
to  their  care,  deprived  of  thofe  afliftances  which  are  ne- 
ceflary  for  it !  to  fee  churches  abandoned  by  their  Cu¬ 
rates,  and  fugitive  Vicars  forced,  perhaps,  to  fhelter 
their  orthodoxy  among  neighbouring  nations,  as  for¬ 
merly  our  neighbours,  perfecuted  for  the  faith,  fought 
an  afylum  here ! 

How  fhall  we  replace  thefe  zealous  and  faithful  Paf* 
ters  ?  Thofe  on  Hvhom  our  choice  might  fall,  would  be 

unworthy 
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unworthy  to  fucceed  them,  vif  they  did  not  mean  to  fol¬ 
low  their  examples:  and  thus  every  day  muft  produce 
new  feditions,  new  oppreflions,  new  defertion,  new 
fcandal ! 

We  cannot  doubt,  Sire,  but  your  Majefty  muft  be 
affefted  with  what,  alas  !  is  but  too  faithful  a  pi&ure 
of  the  evils  which  religion  enaures  ;  and  the  protection 
you  afford  to  the  Church  is  a  pledge  to  us,  that  you 
will  fuffer  the  civil  power  no  longer  to  abufe  that  au^ 
thority  which  you  have  given  it.'  Indeed,  Sire,  we  do 
not  deny  that  it  is  poffible  fome  Minifters  of  the  inferior 
clafs  may  have-  carried  matters  beyond  their  due 
bounds;  but,  becaufe  it  is  poffible  that  rules  may  be 
abufed,  would  it-  therefore  be  right  to  fupprefs  and 
abolifh  the,  rules  themfelves  ?  What  confufion  would 
fuch  an  inference  lead  to  ?  The  mod  holy  things  are 
liable!  to  abufe  ;  the  facraments,  the  word  of  God,  and 
religion  :  does  it  therefore  follow,  that,  to  prevent 
thefe  abufes,  we  muft  fupprefs  and  aboliili  religion* 
holy  writ,  the  facraments,' in  a  word,  all  that  is  held 
moft  facred  ?  The  proper  remedy  for  fuch  evil  lies  in 
the  vigilance  and  care  of  the  Bifhops,  the  only  power 
competent  to  prdVent,*  check,  and  puniili  exceftes, 
committed  in  the  adminiftratiOn  of  fpiritual  matters  ; 
who,  if  they  feel  themfelves  obliged  to  excite,  ani¬ 
mate,  and  encourage  thofe  in  the  inferior  orders,  who 
may  be  deficient  in  point  of  zeal,  feel  equally  the  obli¬ 
gation  they  have  to  reftrain,  moderate;  and  punifli 
thofe,  wh6fe  zeal  may  be  either  imprudent,  indifereet, 
or  overbearing. 

But  what  may  we  not  expeCl  from  the  religious  dift- 
pofitions  of  a  Prince,  who  hath  fo  often  fliewn  himfelf 
truly  deferring  of  the  auguft  title  of  the  Eldeft  Son  of 
the  Church  Yes,  Sire,  we  have  a  juft  confidence 
that  your  Majefty  will  come  to  our  aid.  How,  indeed, * 
is  it  poffible  we  fhould  doubt,  fince  our  caufe  is  not 
only  that  of  Epifcopacy,  but  that  of  the  un'iverfal 
Church,  of  the  moft  holy  Sacrament,  of  Jefus  Chrift 
himfelf! 

O-  7  ‘v  Plunged 
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Sire,^  vouchfafe  to  employ  the  authority  you  have 
received  from  God,  to  reprefs,  as  you  have  already 
done  on  lefs  important  occafions,  the  incroachment£ 
of  the  civil  powers. 

By  cancelling  a  decree  fo  fatal  to  religion,  and  fa 
contrary  to  your  Majefly’s  views,  as  that  of  the  1 8th  of 

Aprils - by  annulling  the  different  decrees  relating  to 

it,  and  all  the  proceedings  which  have  been  had  in 

eonfequence- - by  ordering  that  ail  the  edidis  and  alt 

the  declarations  which  we  have  recited  to  your  Majefty, 
and  particularly  the  34th  article  of  the  edi&  of  169^ 
be  faithfully  carried  into  execution  :  —  in  a  word,  by- 

enforcing  all  that  obedience  which  is  due  to  your  or¬ 
ders,  Sire,  you  will  reftore  liberty,  to  the  holy  Minif- 
try,  and  dignity  to  the  Altars,  you  will  dry  up  the  tears 
of  the  truly  pious,  you  will  put  a  flop  to  the  feoffs  of 
infidels,  and  complete  the  work  you  have  ever  been  la-> 
bouring  to  accomplifh,  the  prefervation  of  the  rights  o£ 
the  fan&uary. 


Paris,  utkjune,  17$^ 


Signed  ? 


Of  Paris. 


Of  Aix. 
Of  Sens. 


Of  Orange.  (Louis  antitntBiihop) 
,Of  Langres. 

Of  Nitrie . 

Of  Bayeux. 

Of  Carcaffom, 

Of  Metz. 

OF  Meaux. 

Of  Bethleim * 

Of  C(rfw%. 


Of 


Of  Troyes* 

Of  Dijon. 

Of  Perpignan. 
Of  Trequier. 
Of  Avr (inches . 
Of  Chartres . 
Of  Apt. 


The  Abbe  de  Coriolis ,  Agent. 
The  Abbe  de  Cajiries ,  Agent. 


Examined  and  certified  by  Us,  Counfellors  to  the 
King  in  his  Council  of  State,  and  Agents-Ge- 
neral  of  the  Clergy  of  France  i  Paris,  27th  of 
June  175^ 
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